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Managers at these sites are now testing, and discounting, all loads based on the
level of dockage.

Figure 5. Elevator Disposition of Wheat by District
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No respondent reported checking for rodent pellets in wheat received at harvest
time. Ten percent, or less, checked for foreign material, shrunken and broken
kernels, damaged kernels, IDK, and odor. Eighteen percent monitored for live
insects, with significantly more coop managers monitoring this factor than
independents. Other factors, such as weeds, seeds, rye, pink wheat or soft
wheat, were estimated at 14 percent of the elevators.

In 1986, dockage and/or foreign material was determined on wheat received at
harvest time by 52 percent of elevators. In 1991, 79 percent of elevators were
determining these factors. There was also an increase, from 2 to 18 percent, in
the number of elevators sampling for live insects in wheat received at harvest.

Sampling Practices When Receiving Farm-stored Wheat

Because farm-stored wheat has a greater chance of developing quality problems,
and because it 1is usually delivered to elevators at non-peak work periods;
virtually all loads of farm-stored wheat were sampled when they were received at
an elevator. The same three major factors considered by managers in sampling at
harvest time, i.e. test weight, moisture, and dockage, were considered when
sampling wheat arriving from on-farm storage (Table 7). In addition, 89 percent
checked for live insects and 61 percent reported that they determined IDK. In
checking for live insects there was a significant difference among the districts,
with all elevators in the west and southwest districts examining this factor,
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training, experience or sophistication among different sized elevators’
employees.

Figure 6. Sampling of Truck Shipments by District
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Eight of the surveyed elevators did not have rail facilities. Of those that did
have rail available, 89 percent submitted samples from rail shipments for
official grade (Table 10). Cooperatives submitted samples at a significantly
higher rate than did independent operators. Small elevator managers submitted
somewhat fewer samples than did medium-sized and large elevator operators. At
only four elevators did the manager report conducting an in-house analysis of
wheat being shipped by rail.

At 88 percent of the surveyed elevators, managers submitted samples for official
grade (Table 11). Of this group, managers of small elevators submitted
significantly less samples than did managers of the medium-sized and large
elevators. Samples were submitted for official grade on all rail shipments by
79 percent of elevators submitting samples. In addition, 6 percent of the
respondents said they submitted samples for official grade for all rail and truck
shipments, and 14 percent submitted samples on some shipments.

In 1986, 54 percent of the elevator operators interviewed reported submitting
samples for official grade. By 1991 this number had risen to 88 percent. The
increase was particularly striking in the south region where managers obtaining
official reports of grades increased from 29 to 82 percent.
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applied the protectant to flat storage. By 1991, the percentage of managers
applying a chemical protectant had risen slightly from 1986 (25% compared to
SR

Treating Wheat Infested in Storage

Seventy-eight percent of the elevator managers interviewed fumigated while
turning wheat which became insect infested in storage. Another 18 percent chose
fumigation in the bin, and 4 percent chose other methods (Table 14). Managers
in the north and those managing small elevators did significantly more fumigating
in bins, and hence, significantly less fumigating while turning (Figure 7).
Managers of coops and headquarters units were more likely to fumigate while
turning, possibly because of ease or speed of handling, and availability of space
to turn the grain into. The percentage of managers relying on fumigation while
turning remained virtually the same between 1986 and 1991. Eight elevator
managers used more than one method of treatment including: blending and aerating.

Figure 7. Method of Treating Insects in Elevator Stored Grain
by Region and Size
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Fumigation Practices

Managers who fumigated wheat were asked if the fumigation was done on a pre-
determined schedule or only if an infestation were detected. Sixty-eight percent
indicated that they fumigated only when an infestation was found and 50 percent
indicated that fumigation was done on a pre-determined schedule (Tables 15 & 16).
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If the policy may be adapted, rank the importance of the following
factors:

Elevator circumstances at the time (i.e., is there space, can the
grain be blended off).

The amount of grain business the customer brings you.

The amount of other business the customer brings you (i.e., feed,
fertilizer, services performed by the elevator)

Other:

Rank the importance (in terms of dollars of contribution) of the
following enterprises at your elevator (1 = most important):

What

Grain merchandising and storage
Feed sales

Fertilizer sales

Animal health products sales
Other services:

radius (distance to furthest typical customer) would you estimate

for your trade area? miles

How many competitors do you face within your trade area in:

i

Grain merchandising and storage
Feed sales

Fertilizer sales

Animal health products sales
Other services:

Do you ever provide premiums when purchasing wheat?

Y es No
For which factors do you provide premiums?

Protein
Test weight
Low dockage
Other:
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