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the other category was uncertain or had no opinion as to whether this was good or bad. Biased
results and conflict of interest were the main reasons noted by those viewing this as a bad
funding source. More available funding was the most frequent response as to why this was a
good funding source.

Figure 2. Mandatory Animal ID Support

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Yes No Uncertain

Farmer B Banker [J Extension [ Consulting, Agribusiness, and Other

Participant outlook on the farm economy over the next five years was inquired upon.
Consultants indicated that they foresaw a worse farm economy. All other groups thought the
farm economy would be better. Reasons for the better outlook were no drought, government
program and price supports, and international markets. Noted reasons for having a worse
outlook were international market concerns and volatile markets.

The participant survey included a specific section of questions targeted toward

agricultural producers. Only those participants with their primary source of income coming from






$750,000 range. Additionally, 19% had gross farm income less than $100,000 and another 19%

between $100,000 and $250,000.

Figure 3. Annual Gross Income or Sales ($1,000)
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Agricultural producers were asked to indicate the debt-to-asset ratios for their farms.
Figure 4 reveals that 17% of the respondents had no debt, whereas 36% indicated a debt-to-asset
ratio between 1 and 25 percent, 40% had a debt-to-asset ratio between 26-50 pe;cent, 7% possess
a debt-to-asset ratio between 51 and 75 percent, and no one indicated they had a debt-to-asset
ratio over 75 percent.

Producers were asked to indicate what percentage of their cropland was planted to
varieties with a biotechnology feature this year and the percent expected for next year.
Respondents indicated that 35% of corn planted this year (2004) and next year (2005) had a
biotech feature. Individuals reported 30% of soybeans planted in 2004 and planned to plant in

2005 had a biotech feature. Sixteen percent of milo varieties planted this year had a biotech






respondents indicated they were somewhat likely to adopt precision farming practices, whereas
33% were not likely and 23% were very likely to adopt these technologies.

The producers also were asked whether they were members of the Kansas Farm
Management Association (KFMA) or similar state organizations. Approximately 33% of the
producers responding in the survey were KFMA members. Producers were asked to rank the
nontraditional revenue sources that enhanced or were most likely to enhance their farm incomes.
On average, respondents indicated that off-farm employment/investments most enhanced or was
most likely to enhance their income, followed by custom farm work, recreational sales, value-
added ventures, cooperative/group marketing, and direct farm retailing.

Agricultural producers were asked to rank the top four factors they thought consumers
considered when purchasing food products. Respondents indicated that, on average,
convenience was the most important factor, followed by price, safety, taste, brand or label,
appearance, value, and organic. Genetically modified and nutrition were considered to be the
least important factors consumers consider when purchasing food products.

Producers were asked how the recent discovery of BSE in December 2003 has affected
their management of their farm/ranch operations. Producers indicated that 88% have not
changed their management practices.

The producers were asked how many hours per year they, or members of their farm/ranch
operations, spend at the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. On average, the respondents
indicated they spent 11 hours at the local FSA office, with one respondent writing in an answer
of “Too Damn Many.”

Overall, results from the survey of participants at the 2004 Risk and Profit Conference

indicate that attendees represented a variety of geographic areas and farming enterprises, but held






Appendix A: Survey

AG ECON

Risk & Profit Conference

2004 Conference Survey

Please take a few minutes to complete this survey. The purpose of this survey is to provide feedback to
those attending this conference. Individual responses are confidential. A summary of the results will be
presented during lunch on Friday. Therefore, we need your completed survey today. Return boxes are
located on the registration table and in each session room. Thank you.

1. Age 2. Sex: Male Female

3.  Years of formal education (12=high school graduate, 16=college graduate, etc.)
4. Years of experience in current profession (since the age of 18)

5. My primary occupation is (please check only ONE):

_____Farming/Ranching

____Banking/Lending

____Education/Extension

____Real Estate Broker/Appraiser

____ Consulting

_____Agribusiness (e.g., elevator manager, farm supplier, etc.)
Other:

QEEHU oWy

6. Please indicate the percentage of your total net household income (including spouse) that comes
from farm and off-farm sources. For example, if your net farm income is $30,000 and you have
$20,000 in off-farm income (i.e., total income of $50,000), please indicate 60% in
“Farming/Ranching” and 40% in “Non-Farm Employment”.

A. % from farming/ranching
B. % from non-farm employment or investments
7.  The district in which your primary business activities lies within (place an X in your district)

- iy ‘b o L if not Kansas, which state?

Jﬁ
| |
N
1]

11






13. What best describes the information you use in making your business management decisions?

A. ___ Primarily comes from free outlets (e.g., university extension services, internet, etc.)
B. __ Primarily comes from fee based or subscription outlets (e.g., consultants, etc.)

C. ___ Even mix of free and fee based or subscription outlets

D. Other:

14, What are your thoughts on university research being increasingly funded by the private sector?

A. Overall, I believe it is good for U.S. agriculture
B. Overall, I believe it is bad for U.S. agriculture
(€ Uncertain/No opinion

(Please list reasons why)

15. Rank the top five (1-5) concerns you have about agriculture in the next 3-5 years
(1 = most important):

__Weather (drought, blizzard, flood, hail, etc.)
__ Government farm programs
____Environmental concerns
_ Labor issues
____Market prices
___ Cash flow, financial
__ Inability to keep up with technology
_ Lack of family interested in taking over operation
__ Competition from corporate agriculture
__ Competition from urban encroachment
__ Competition from international agriculture
___ Bioterrorism
____Food safety issues

Other:

ZErACCmomEOOw

16. Do you think the farm economy going to be better, worse, or the same in 5 years?
A. Better B. Worse C. Same

(Please list reasons why)
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23.  Your farm operation debt-to-asset ratio [(total debt / total assets) x 100] is:
A. 0 (no debt) D. 51-75%
B. 1-25% E. over 75%
@ 26 —50%

24.  For each commodity, indicate what percent of your acres was planted or will be planted to varieties
with a biotechnology feature (e.g., Roundup Ready, Clearfield, BT corn, etc.):

Current year: Next year:
Corn % %
Soybeans % %
Wheat % %
Milo % %

25. What precision ag technologies do you currently use? (check all that apply)

____Yield monitor without yield mapping

____Yield monitor with yield mapping

__ Lightbar

__ GPS assisted steering (e.g., auto-steer)

__ Site specific soil sampling (e.g., grid, zone sampling, etc.)
_____Variable rate fertilizer

__ Variable rate planting

| Wi
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If none, how likely are you to adopt some precision farming practices in the next 3 years?

(check one)
Very Likely Somewhat Likely Not Likely

26. Are you currently a member of the Kansas Farm Management Association or a similar association
in other states?

Yes No

27. Which nontraditional revenue source most enhances or is likely to enhance your farm income?
Rank those that apply. (1 = most important)

____ Cooperative/group marketing
Value-added ventures
:Recreational sales (e.g., agritourism, fee hunting or marketable hunting permits, etc.)
_____Off-farm employment/investments
__ Custom farm work
____Direct farm retailing

sl o ofioh
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Appendix B: Presentations
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Visiting Farmer Impressions of Brazil

Ten Years after NAFTA: How Has Traded Stacked Up?
Current Issues in Livestock and Crop Insurance
Agritourism: If We Build It, Will They Come?
Branding Value-Added With Geography

What Causes Communities to Prosper?

Marketing Grain — Things to Think About

What’s with These Steel Prices?

Compensating, Motivating, and Managing Family Labor
Consﬁmer Reaction to BSE

Comparing Kansas Ag to Other States

What Are Your Water Rights Worth?

Cattle Price Grids

Current Cattle Issues: EPD Value & Economies of Size
Soil Sampling — Does It Pay?

Crop Profitability and Water Quality

Pollution Trading: Water Quality = $

The Economics of Political Economy

Biotechnology: Imperative for Low-Income Countries
Animal Traceability: The Australian Experience

The Low-Carb Craze: Back to the Future?

Organic Farming in Kansas: Beef, Cotton, and Grains
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