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distributions they were considering. They were investigating an
integrated pest management production system. Because of the lack of a
priori guidance they chose to contrast results from E-V and stochastic
dominance analysis. This is a situation where the a priori use of a
test of normality would have provided useful in selecting a particular
analytical tool.

Table 1 contains the Shapiro-Wilk test results for the Musser et
alens IPM study. Of the four management levels included, the Shapiro-
Wilk test indicates that number three is not normally distributed and
is, in fact, positively skewed. This conclusion lends support to the
concern expressed by Musser et al. relative to the skewness of manage-
ment level three (p. 122-123). They note that "a favorable skewness is
not sufficient for stochastic dominance to conflict with E-V analysis--
-the desirable positive skewness of level three was not sufficient to
overcome its unfavorable mean and variance in reference to four (pp.

122=123)5k

Table 1. Shapiro-Wilk "W" Statistic Test for Normality of
Georgia IPM Study.

Net Profit
Management "W'" Statistic for Probability of
Level Detrended Data Smaller Value
I 0.960 0.41
IT 0.940 0.16
11 0.877° 0.01
IV 0.972 0.63

a. Indicates a possible departure from normality at the 99 percent
level of confidence.
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