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Abstract
This bulletin was developed to help producers as well as educators and agribusinesses working with
producers to estimate costs of production and expected profit based on "typical" asparagus
management strategies found in northwestern Michigan. The budget included in this bulletin will
allow users to revise inputs based on their management strategies and calculate their expected cost
and profit. This flexibility provides a decision aid to search for systems that generate higher net
returns to the farm’s resource base.

The brief outline of cultural and pest management practices included in this publication should be
supplemented with publications from Michigan State University or from other Universities. See the
References section for resources. Many are available on-line.
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This bulletin was developed to help producers as well as educators and agribusinesses working 
with producers to estimate costs of production and expected profit based on “typical” asparagus 
management strategies found in northwestern Michigan.  The budget included in this bulletin 
will allow users to revise inputs based on their management strategies and calculate their 
expected cost and profit. This flexibility provides a decision aid to search for systems that 
generate higher net returns to the farm’s resource base. 
 
The brief outline of cultural and pest management practices included in this publication should 
be supplemented with publications from Michigan State University or from other Universities. 
See the References section for resources. Many are available on-line. 
 
Asparagus Production 
About 85% of Michigan’s asparagus is currently sold for processing (2). Asparagus is a 
perennial with a life cycle of up to 15 years of harvest from the initial planting. The varieties 
most frequently planted in Michigan are male hybrids, especially Jersey Giant and Jersey Knight, 
which have high yields and disease tolerance. The quality of the harvest is dependant on good 
crown establishment and on-going management. Pest control and cultural management of 
asparagus requires good judgment and careful crop monitoring. Management decisions not only 
affect crop harvest for the current year, but for subsequent harvest seasons. 
 
Proper soil preparation can extend the asparagus harvest, maximize the longevity of the plant 
production and reduce the rate of disease and insect problems. In addition, selecting healthy 
crowns of an appropriate variety for the soil type and location is important to assure good yields. 
In recent years, all-male hybrid varieties, especially Jersey Giant and Jersey Knight, have 
replaced open pollinated varieties in Michigan. The crop is typically harvested from April 
through the end of June. Following harvest, there is minimal management of the crop as it 
continues to grow and produce new roots and branches. 

                                                 
1 Barbara Dartt is a Business Consultant at Salisbury Management Services. Her e-mail address is 
bdartt@Salisbury-management.com; Norm Myers is the MSU County Extension Director in Oceana County and a 
member of the MSU Vegetable Area of Expertise. His email is myers@msu.edu. Roy Black is a Professor in the 
Agricultural Economics Department at Michigan State University. His e-mail address is blackj@msu.edu; John 
Bakker is manager of the Asparagus Research Center. 
 




























