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The Western Economics Forum
A peer-reviewed publication from the Western Agricultural Economics Association

Purpose
One of the consequences of regional associations nationalizing their journals is that

professional agricultural economists in each region have lost one of their best forums for
exchanging ideas unique to their area of the country. The purpose of this publication is
to provide a forum for western issues.

Audience

The target audience is professional agricultural economists with a Masters degree, Ph.D.
or equivalent understanding of the field that are working on agricultural and resource
economic, business or policy issues in the West.

Subject
This publication is specifically targeted at informing professionals in the West about

issues, methods, data, or other content addressing the following objectives:

¢ Summarize knowledge about issues of interest to western professionals

e To convey ideas and analysis techniques to non-academic, professional economists
working on agricultural or resource issues

¢ To demonstrate methods and applications that can be adapted across fields in
economics

e To facilitate open debate on western issues

Structure and Distribution

The Western Economics Forum is a peer reviewed publication. It usually contains three
to five articles per issue, with approximately 2,500 words each (maximum 3,000), and as
much diversity as possible across the following areas:

e Farm/ranch management and production

Marketing and agribusiness

Natural resources and the environment

Institutions and policy

Regional and community development

There are two issues of the Western Economics Forum per year (Spring and Fall).

Send submissions to:

Dr. Rhonda Skaggs

Editor, Western Economics Forum

Dept. of Agricultural Economics & Agricultural Business
New Mexico State University

MSC 3169 Box 30003

Las Cruces, NM 88003

Phone: 505-646-2401

Fax: 505-646-3808

email: rskaggs@nmsu.edu




Western Economics Forum, Fall 2007

Western Economics Forum
Volume VI, Number 2

FALL 2007

Table of Contents

Keith H. Coble, John D. Anderson, Sarah E. Thomas, and J. Corey Miller
Comparing Commodity Programs under the 2002 Farm Bill to the USDA
Proposal for Marketing Loan, Direct Payment, and Counter-Cyclical Payment
L o To =T o 4T EPUPR ST

John Loomis, Joe Kerkvliet, and Stephan Weiler
Are High Wage Jobs Hazardous to Your Health? The Myth That Attracting
Higher Paying Extractive Industry Jobs Is a Desirable Community Economic
Development Strategy

Michael R. Dicks and Kim Anderson
Analysis of Revenue Assurance Proposals .............cccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieec e

Abbigail Meeder and Carol J. Cumber
Entrepreneurial Activity by Women in Rural South Dakota

Eric A. DeVuyst, David K. Lambert, and Marc L. Bauer
Genotyping: What Applied Economists Should KNow.............cccccoooviiiiii





