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~LIMINARY REPORT OF THE STEELE COU1ryY STATISTICAL ROUTE - J.9E1

.o]J_;;'~-=- To collect for the use _of interested farmers, the general public 
and govl:!rnment agencies depeD~a.bl~ in£.ormaticm on farm lik>sts, farm profits 
and farm Vl'e;[lY'>. r:n.-tion i..n ~ei18ral. 

HOVl SUPPORTED! This '",ork is ..iointly financed by the University of Minnesota ¥ 
and. the United stat as Department of Agricul ture. 

Facts About the Organization of the Farms 

________-=2~2 - ~s----__~~~~a~rrn~ -- 
Average Highest Lowest 

Acre s corn cut for silage 20 49 9 
Acres corn fer grain or fodder 24 61 1 
Acre s msall grain 50 115 17 
Acres alfalfa 19 o5 
Ac res tame hay IS 46 o 
Acres TIilcl huy 7 

I 27 o 
Acres of ~iscellaneous crops 6 24 1 

TOTAL CROP ACRES PER FA~~ 130 277 76 

Acres in pasture 47 Sl 6 
Acre s in farmstead, orchard & garden 6 19 2 

Acres in lane, '.:oods & VYdsto J 17 1 

3-7
TOTAL ACRES PER FARM ISS J, 92 

Total hours of man labor per farm 8768 15504 5760 
Rours of hirpd laoor per farm 2469 6972 o 
Hours of u~p8.id fami1;;r labor per farm . 2688 S556~ 11 

2l61~Hours of proprietor labor per ~~ 3638. 4376. 
Hours of proprietor labor per ':'Teek d~ 10.9 12.8 6.6 
Hours of proprietor labor per Sunday 5. 8 8·3 3 
Average co s t of rr,an labor per hour 2J.¢ 

Average numb(~r of \"'Jork horses r:er farm [;.2 10.67 4.0 
Number of crop acres per horse .. )./20 ~h 13 

Rour s of labor J:e r horse per year 826 1074 611 


~Cost ~f horse labor per hour 11 17 4 

Number of oo''''s mil1ced per farm (21 farms) IS 25 10 

Pounds of butterfat sold annually per farm(21 3290 LL975 1799 


farms) 


26Numbe r of pigs raised annually p er fanu 73 245 

http:depeD~a.bl
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AVEBAG:3 RETUBFS PEB FARM OWArI'O~:!NA, 192) 

RSCEIFT3:_ 
HoY'ses $811.00 
Da~_ry products 1:j':8J.~OO 
Cattle 635. 00 
Sheep ~ ..OO 
Hogs 1272 .. 00 
ponl try 263, co 
Crops 11.')7.00 
OU:·Si(1.8 'r:orl<: 71.00 
Mi scellaneous ,),.00 

~otal Roceipts 

E:xFEl~SE3: 
Ll~.·cstock 4B8~OO 
Feed 271.00 
crops 166.00 
La bo:::' 321~~OO 
Real estate 350~00 
Machinery lf~6.00 
Auto 274~oo 
I!,.Gu:r~nce 8: t::txcs 289.00 
iti scol1ancous __r:.9.Q 

70tal ~xpenses 

3XC3SS of cash rece i p ts ovor cash e:;::penses 21S0.CO 
"Jalu8 of farm prf)C~UC8 'lscd in hOUSQ 2l4~CO 
Estirnat"3d hou!';e !'ent,(12;b on 1800) ~hOO 

':'otal income ~Jot including deCl'0aS8 in inv~ :1tc~y 

Decre&se of inventory 
Va luA of unpatd family lai:>or ox~opt o:?or~tor 

26382 
1 0 21 

Total 

Excess income ove!' expenses 
(Income to pa~T interes<; on $36100 and to pDy for 363,8 

holll"S of ~a·bor) 

4367.00 

2687 ..CO 

2610.CO 

http:11.')7.00
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FACTS ABOUT 'IH:S DI.IR:' E:'l'IED.PRI SE 
(Average of 370 cons 0:1 21 farms.) 

FEED: 
Eay(mostly tame) 
Fodd.er & stover 
Silage 
Shell,3d corn 
Small grain 
Comrr.erical feed 
Oi1mcal 
Pasture 

Total 	fe€Q cost 

LABOR: 
Man hours 
Eorse i:::ou;."S 

OT 3 ER 	 CO STS: 
in'~ere ~t © 6% 
Depreciation 
Misc. cash costs 

Total 	cost per 

CR3 DI '.rS: 
Calf credit 
Skimmilk credit 

COH 

Total c~ edits per cow 

Net cost of butterfat 

Lbs. of butterfat per cm7 

Cost of but:erfat per ~our.d(cent,s) 


Average selling price pe r pound(cents) 

Return per hour of man labor(cents) 


Per QO.7 
1962 Ibs. 15~ 18 

472 2.26 
9350 20~JI+ 

2Gl 2 ~:?6 
16t+o 17~ 77 

68 1~3J 
20 .50 


196 days "1 7. ")1. 


1401 @ 21 31.31+
q @ 12 ..54 


G~26 
22.,(1) 

Average High e st 
211 297 

39 66 
53 56c~ 
41 80 

67.3p 

}i.SC 

6~49 
)+.07 

_ 1·99 

110.[35 

2g w 2""-S 

31 .. 62 

i,0\7est 

154 


21

,,1
)-2
04 
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FACTS ABOt.lT Ttfi POPliI'RY FNTBR?P.I S:S 
(19 flocks averaging 142 nens) 

COSTS: 
Feed 
Labor 
Interest 
Depreciation 
Misc. cash 

Total Costs 

CREDITS~ 

Sales - 735 doz. eggs 
Poul try 

Used in house - 127 doz. eggs 
Poultry 

Total Cre1its 

Net Retu.rn 

Eggs per hen 
Pounds of grain fed ~ome grown 

11 n !J II - purchased 

Labor 	 rMar hours 
Ho::se hours 

$94~38 
80 , 04 
10,, 28 

3 ,, 62 
16.02 

77 
5937 

326 

377 
t'"~. 
02 

204.34 
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COST OF' ?OR:': P~~OD'JCT ION 

(Average co s:c of p :'od:.lci:1g -:"'00;1 0::1 21 f a rms) 


F~ED: 

Snel~ed c orn. 253 © 62¢ bu. 2~ c;4 
Small grain. :51 @ 1.03¢ per lb. 1.62 
Mill reeds, 5 
Tarikas 9 & oilmenl. 4 

.oe 
~13 

Skiml"Jilk, 395 1.35 
p n st:rre _ ,.2c) 

Tota l fe ed cost 6.37 

Li-l.:BOR : . 
5.0 man hours @ 21 1.05 
.4 horse hours .06 1.11 

Ir~.ter 8 st. @ 

Oth~H' c.:lsh 
&% 
C03ts 

.20 

.04 

Total co s ts 7~72 

Av ere.ge seIling nricc 6.92 
Lo ss Der 100;1 . SOf 

Co st 1"0 1' 100 Us. 
1>::verage 

7·72 
Hi i;hest 
l~.ll 

Loy:oest 
4.89 

Gnin fe d. p; r 100 Us. )+18 749 290 
Sl-:i mrr ilk f c d per 100 lbs. 395 1421~ 22 

CJ ST OF HORSE LABOR 
(Averag e cost ~er horse) 

FE':~D S : A;"OU~1tS F od. 
Hay 34h9 :!.bs. 
Fodder &: stover 1180 
Grain 3184 
I'a s -:ure 75 nays 

COST S: 
Tota l r eed co st 61·71 
Labor C03t 10.12 

',,' 9~
..L.Interes t @ 6% (+~ 

Dep recia. tion 8.55 
Mi sc. ca sh c o st .~l 

Tota l co st per horse. 9~.10 

Hours \lorked peT hcrse 349 

Cost per hour 11¢ 
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RETU?NS FROM :'RO'·~nJCc lGFA:;:,}'A 
(Av"erage oi 9b.4 G a cres "on 15 f a rm s ) 

COSTS : 
--- I1an l aoor. 13~ ~ou!'s 2.e3 

Hor se lab()r. 19~ hours 2.17 
Seed(i of seeding costs) 5· CO 
Manure 1014 
Machine 1. 60 

Tota l (except. r ent) 
€lash rent 

To tal cost 
Cr eciit for pas turing 

NQt cost 
Value of crop 2.55 tons (f. 13.00 

Net r e turn y> er ncre 
Het r eturn f e r lan:l per acre 

A:;er nge 
ld( tons )Yi ~ 2·55 

Co s t re r t on (dollars) 7·55 

RETTJRNS FROM GE017I NG T.A1:E E..4.Y 
(Average of 345 acres or. i7 f 2rms) 

ro c:'T' S' 
~~r'!8.n le.bor, 5~ houre 1~i.3 

Horse l abor, S~ hours .34 
Seed 1!' 25 
!,!anUl"e 1.19 
Machine _lo 2~ 

To tal( except rent) 
Cash r e::lt 

Total cost 
Credit for pasturing 

Hot c'J st 
Value of crop .98 tons (0. 13 .00 

Net r e turn pe r a cre 
Net r e turn fo:· l a nd pe:" a cre 

Av~ro..ge 

y i eld ·93 
Co st pe r ton 12·58 

12~ 74 
6 ."50 

19.24 
__~26 

lS.Q8 
~1~90 

--;:7' r 2 
c- O _ 'j 

33.42 

Highest 
3·90 

14.14 

5 ~ 76 
6. ')0 

12.26 
~46 

11.30 
1 2 .74 

~94 
7.44 

!Iighest 
1.40 

23·78 

I,owes t 
1.21 
4.96 

LO\'7os t 

-52 
3.19 
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'n-IE CC'ST O? GR(I':iPTG CCRN 
~Average o~ 4ftb acres on 19 farms) 

COSTS: 
-~ 1Man hours. 12'4 . 2.~S.-'

Horse ho 'cU's, 44 1~!,83 
Tractor nour s ,.9 1.04 
Seed .28 
Husking char~e (S¢ per bu.) 2.09 
Manur:" charge 2.05 
Machine charge 1.1'5 

Total except rent 
Land charge 

Total of all costs 
Value of corn 26.1 bu. @ 65¢ 

Net. loss per acre 
Uet return for land per 8.crc 

Average
yi eld of grain (bu~hels) 26.1 
~~st pgr OU.(dOllars~ .gl 

THE COS'::.' OF GROYiING 01.:'S 
(Average of 279 acres on 13 farm3) 

COSTS: 
Man hours, % . 2~0l 
Horse hours, 2~ 2.25 
Trqttor hours, .4 ~35 
seea 1 ~ll~ 
T\7ine .30 
Tr..reshing L·52 
Manure .18 
Machine charge 1.00 

Total costs except rent 
Cash rent 

~ Total costs 
Value of crop 53~ bu. @ 37 

Net return per acre 
Net return for l and per acre 

Average 
yield of grain(bushels) --' J . .>2' 
Cost per bu. (dollars) .....,.e

;;1 

14~62 
5 1=)0

• < 

21.12 
16~9S 
4~14 
.. ?_. 3'"t> 

. Eighe s t Lo'"'e st 
42 .. 5 15 .. 2 
1.21 .. 54 

8~ 75 
-.h50 
) ~ ?h 
.,.) ~ - ~ 

19·79 
4.54 

11.04 

Ei,ghest LOllest 
S7}- 3S. 2 
c"".. ~ 

3 ~ ro 


