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PURPOSE AND 3§§ULTS OF THE STEEIE COUNTY STATISTICAI‘ROQEE j
(University of Mannesota and J. S. Uepartment of Agriculture
in Cooperation With the Farm Bureau 9ﬁnsteel§'00unty).

Qbject: The objects iﬂ view in conducting this study of farm costs

are: 1-To compape ﬁhe profit between different crops and differ-
ent classes of livegtock in order that a farmer may more systematicall -

plan his business. .

2-To deterﬁine the best methods of production by studying the
methods of those who are consistently low cost producers., Among the
23 farms included oA this route in 1921, the cost of a pound of butter
fat varied from $.SQ to $1.11, and the cost of a bushel of corn from
3 .28 to $.75.

3-Tc determine the quantity of labor, feed and other elemente
of eost entering into the production of any given product. Then by
applying current prices of feed, labor, etc., close estinates of cost
can be made for any given price sutuation.

| 4-To furnish Congress, State Legislatures, and the various
governmental agencieg which deal with policies.affecting the farming
business with dependﬁble information as to farm costs and profits. Tor
example, figures frm¥ this cost route were presented with good effect
in 1921 before the Inter-State Commerce Commission in the hearing on
grain freight rates. :

1
How Supported: )

Jointly f%nanced by the University of Mlinnesota and the
U. S. Department of Agriculture,.

Method of Getting Costs:

During 1981 tweniy-three farmers furnished the material
for complete cost records, -+ route mar. is stationed at Owatonna who
sits each farm two or tnrce times per week, gathering complete

ds of every detail of tihe farm busiavss. Inventories were taken

t sl -



http:live~to�.ck

-
at the beginning and end gf'thg_yeaf._ Every hour of lapor performed
and every dollar of cash received or paid out was recorded. Com-
plete feed records were kept for all classes of'livestogk. Each
field was carefully measured in ordef to determine the yield on the
acre basis,

These figures were sent to the Cost_Accoutning Section
of the Experiment Station where all computing was doue by trained
accountants._ Two such rQutes are being conducted in Minnesota. The

other route is in the vicinity of Windom.

STATISTICS FQR YEAR BEDING JANUARY 1., 1922
(Average of 23 Farms on Steele County Route)

Average Iowest Highest
Acres per farm ' 18e 80 336
Crop acres pcer farm e o% 281
Hours labur by proprietor per week day - i L 2.6 13.3
Hours laber by proprietor per Sunday 6.5 4.2 8.2
Hours unpaid family labor per day 7.1 .o 30
Dayes hired labor per year 1382 ¢ 0 380
verage cost of man labor per hour '
(board included) 174 i -
Acresg of crops per work horse
(not including pasture) 19.7 11.8 DD
Hours of labor p2r horse per year 887 554 1214
Cost of horse labor per hour 9. -—- -——-
Crov yields: :
X Wheat LIS B340 6.5
X Oats 36 17.0 50.0
X Corn 46 25,0 = 500
X Silage s 550 11.0
X Tame hay 1.5 'l &wid
X Wild hay .8 3 ) A
Cost of products »er bu. or ton: ;
Wheat $ 1.50 $ 1.02 $ 5.10
Oats .41 A .99
Corn LA .26 1.20
Silage 3.40 2.80 4,88
Tame hay 7.90 5.10 15.40
Wild hay 11.6% 8.54 B 00
Cost of livestock products ver 1b:
Butteriat $ .57 - PNNEG $ 1.11
Pork DB Jend & AT

X- Iand rent charged at $56.50 per acre.

X
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1921

AVERAGE RETURNS FRCM 23 FARMS, OWATOWENA,
Receipts:
Horses ® 36
Dairy products & cattle 1727
Swine 795
Poultry 148
Sheep 5
Crops 184
Misc. outside work 51
Total $ 2947
Expenses: . 2
Hired labor $ 173
Crop expense 112
Iivestock expense 326
Feeds purchased 112
lJachinery expense 314
Building & fence repairs g4
Taxes and Irsurance 180
Interest )
’ Rent A
Misc. i85
Total R Ty
Excess of cash receipts over cash expenses 1334
Value of products used in house 184
Estimated house rent (12% of $18C0) _ 236
Total incone not counting decrease in inventory 1734
Business expenses, not cash:
Decreased inventcry $1226
Value unpaid family lsbor Sadng
Total $1628
Excess of income over expenses:
(Pay for 3678 hours of labor of provrietor
and interest on invesument of $2£5,780) $106
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(Average Cost of Production, 23 farsm, 1921 )
Man hours 23 3/4 @ 173 ¢ $ 4,13 ;
Horse hours 437 @ 9 ¢ 3.87
Tractor hours 2 @ 1.25 2.50
Seed cost .64
Twine » 14
Machinery charge e D
Total operating cost $ 13.20
Agssumed land rent 6.50
Total cost per acre $ 19.%0
Yield .29 T. roughage & 45.8 bu. grain
Cost per bushel 41 ¢

OATS
_Average Cost of Production 17 Farms, 1021

Man hours, 8 1/3 @ 17¢ ¥ 1,43
Forse hours, 154+ @ 9 ¢ 1,35
Tractor hours, 1 @ 1,25 1aan .
Seed cost .38
Twine AL
Threshing 1.48
Machinery cherge L 000
Total operating cost ¥ 8.28
Assumed land rent 6. 50
Total cost per acre $ 14.78
Yield 35.% Ibuy
Cost per bushel 4] ¢

o charge for manure has been included in the foregoing
figures for oats and corn as data has not been completely worked up.

Crops per 160 acres:

Corn <, 1
Small grain 48

T(.ul;\: A 19
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Av. Cost of Butterfat Production, Owatonna, 1921.(Per Cow Bas
III "~ (Averags of 19 farms, 2938 Cows)
Feed: ‘
Silage, 3.4 1T, $ 13.70
Hay, *nostlv tame, 9 T. 10.79
Corn, 319# @ 697 cwt. Sel
oats. barley & succotash, 1320# 7.02

Bran, & dairy feed 193# 2.43
Oilmeal 567 1 .55
Pasture, 179 days BeDY

Total feed $ 43.07
Man labor, 191 1/3 hrs. @ 173 ¢ 33.48
Horse labor, 11 2/3 hrs. @ 9 ¢ 1.05
Tractor labor Y06 hrs, @ 1125 Le 32
Misc.'cash'cost 1.%9
Depreciation 1570
Interest @ 6% , 7.58

Total cost per cow $ 104.09
Skimmilk credit 7.72
Net cest of butterfat ' 96,37
Average Xo. pounds per cow 170
Cost per pound 57 ¢
Average ceL; 1g prlce y 48 ¢

Il Return per ferm for 2995 hrs. man labor $ 308.47
" " Lour of man labor 0.3 ¢
T}

, The manure and calf credits have here been assumed to
offset the equipment, shelter and bull:dharges

Average Cost of Pork Prods
(18 Owatonna Farms, 1521

Grain, 393# @ 6.4¢ per cwt $ 2.50
Skimmilk, 308# @ 22¢ per cwt . 68
Pasture .24
Man labor, 6 hrs. @ 173 ¢ 1.05
Horse labor, "l 4,5 hrs. @ 9 ¢ i
Misec. casn cost .07
Interst @ 6% .30
Shelter . 5

Total cost % 5.20

Averaze sale price 7.72

Profit 2058

Average return per 55# grain .72




