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PBEhININARI REPORT OF THE STEELE COITh:rx STATI§TICAJ:. ROUTE - 1m 

9~~UT: To collect for the use.of interested farmers, the g&neral public 
and government agencies dependah1.e il'l:f:ormation on farm .sts, farm profits 
and farm VX'gI!!I"'!.l>;&Uo,n. 1.n general. 

HOW SUPPORTED: This work is Jointly financed by the university of Minnesota 
and the United States Department of AgricultUre. 

Facts About the Organization of the Farms 

22 Farms 
Average Highest Lowest 

Acres corn cut for silage 20 49 9 
Acres ~ grain or fodder 24 61 1 
Acres ain 50 115 17 
Acres alfalfa 19 05 
Acre s tame hay 18 46 0 
Acres wild hay- 7 27 0 
Acres of miscellaneous crops 6 24 1 

TOTAL CROP ACRES PER FARM 130 277 76 

Acres in pasture 47 81 6 
Acres in farmstead, orchard & garden 6 19 2 

Acres in lane, woods & waste 7" 1,.. 1 

TarA!. ACRES PER FARM 18S 357 92 

To tal hours of man labor per farm 8768 15504 , 5760 
HOurs of hired labor per farm 2469 6972 0 
Hours of 'impaid family labor per farm 26g8 8556i 11 

2164"Hours of proprietor labor per.£anr ~ 3638: 4376, 
HOurs of proprietor labor per week , 10..9 12 ..8 6.6 
HOUX's of proprietor labor per Sunday 5.8 8·3 3 
Average cost of man labor per hour 21;. 

Average number of work horses -rer farm 0.2' 10.67 4.0 
Number of crop acres per horse 20 31:: 13 
Bours of labor ~ r horse per year S26 !" 

1074 611 
cost of horse labor per hour 11 17 Sf 
Number of cows milked per farm(21 farms) 18 25 10 

pounds of butterfat sold annually per farm(21 3290 4975 1799 


farms) 


26Number of pigs raised annually per f~ 73 245 



AftRAGB BETURlTS PER FARM 

RECEIPI'S: 
Horses 
Dairy products 
cattle 
Sheep 
Hogs 
poultry 
Crops 
Out siCte work 
Mi scellaneous 

Total Receipts 

EXPENSES: 
LiYestock 
Feed 
Crops 
La.bor 
Real estate 
Machinery 
Auto 
In~rance & taxes 
Misce1lanecus 

Total ]Jxpenses 

:Excess of cash receipts over cash expenses 
Value of farm produce used in house 
Estimated house rent(l2% on 1800) 

OWATmWlA, 1921 

$8lJ~OO 
1~81~OO 

S35!'OO 
8.00 

1272.. 00 
269!CO 
497.00 

71.00 
5"1,,00 

4s8~OO 
271.00 
186.. 00 
324:00 
350.00 
428.00 
274~OO 
289.. 00 
77.op 

2180.00 
214~oo 
216.~ 

Total incoMe not including decrea.se in inv~ntory 2610.00 

Decrease of inventory 
Va.lue of -unpaid family labor except operator 

26g~ @ 2l 586.00 

Total 

Excess income over expenses 
(Inoome to pay interest on $38100 and to pa.y for 36;8 

hOUTS of labor) 

http:decrea.se
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FACTS ABOUT THE DAIRY E~lTERPRI SE 
(Average of 370 cows on 21 farms) 

FEED: 
Hay(most1y tame) 
Fodder & stover 
Silage 
Shelled corn 
Small gra.in 
Conrnerica1 feed 
Oilrneal 
Pasture 

Total 	feed cost 

LABOR: 
Man hours 
Horse hours 

OTHER 	 COSTS: 
Inte:rest @ 6% 
Depreciation 
Misc. cash costs 

Total cost per cow 

CREDITS: 

calf credit 

Skimmilk credit 


Total credits per cow 

Net cost of butterfat 

Lbs. of butterfat per co~ 


Cost of butte rfat per pound (cent s) 

Average selling price per pound(cents) 

Return per hour of man 1abor(cents) 


Per yOW 
1962 1bs. 15~18 

472 2.26 
9350 20:04 
2e1 2~96 

1640 17~77 
Zg 1!"30 
20 ·5° 

196 days '1 7.. 31:. 

. 
149]. @ 21 31.3

.. 
441 @ 12 .54 

6~2g 
.2~ 

Average Highest 
211 297 
39 66 

56i~i SO 

67.3~ 

31.88 

6~49 
4.07 
1.0,2 

110.85 

2~ 

81.62 

Lowest 

154 


21 

51l.
042 
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FACTS ABOt~ THE POt~TRY FNTERPRISE 
(19 flocks avera.ging 142 nens) 

COSTS: 
.•- Feed $94~38 


Labor gb~04 

Inte:;-est 10..28 

Depreciat10n 3~62 

Misc. cash 16..02 


Tota.l Costs 204.,34 

C!mDITS: 
Sa.les - 735 doz. eggs :l92~19 


Pou'. try 91~4l 

Used in house - 127 doz. eggs 32.05 


Poultry --B....~6 


Total Credits ,39.11 

Net Return 134~77 

Eggs per ben 77 
Pounds of grain fed - home grown 5937 

n n n II _ purchased 326 

Labor - tlan hours 377 
Bo::..~se hours ~ 
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COST OF porrc P20t~CT!ON 


(Average cost of p:;:'odtlcing 100{/: on 21 fam,s) 


~ 
Shelled corn, 258 @ 62¢ bu. 2~94 
Small gra.in, 151 @ "1.0S¢' per lb. 1.62 
Mill feeds t 5 ..08 
Ta.nkage & oilmeal, 4 113 
Skimmilk, 395 1·35 
Pasture .25 

Total feed. cost 6.37 

LABOR:', 
5.0 man hours @ 21 1.05 
.4 horse hours .06 1~11 

Interest @ &f, ..20 
Other cash costs ..04 

Total 	costs 7~72 

Average sellir~ price 6~92 
Loss "ger 100(1: .sO¢ 

berage Highest L01"7sdit 
Cost -per 100 Ibs. 7.72 14..11 4.89 

Grain fed I9 r 100 lbs. 418 749 290 
Ski~ilk fed par 100 Ibs. 1424 22395 

COST OF HORSE LABOR 
(Average cost per~o~se) 

FE~DS: Amounts Fed 
Hay 3469 Ibs. 
Fodder & stover 1180 
Grain 3184 
Pasture 75 d..'lys 

COSTS: 
• 	 Total feed cost 61~71 

Labor cost 13.12 
Interest @ 6% 4~91 
Depreciation 8 .. 55 
"Mi sc • cash co st .81 

Total 	cost per horse 9t;.~lO 

Hours worked -per herse 849 

Cost per hour 11¢ 
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RETUP.NS FROM GRO~ING ALFA~FA 
(Average of 96.4s acres on 15 f~rms) 

COSTS: 
Man labor, l3~ hours 2.83 
Horse labor. 19i hours 2.17 
Seea(i of seeding costs) 5~00 
Manure 1.14 
Machine 1.60 

Total(excep't rent)' 

€lath rent 


Total cost 

Credit for pasturing 


Net cost 

Value of crop 2.55 t~ns @ 18.00 


Net return per acre 

net return for land per acre 


Average lIi~est Lo~est 
Yield(tons) 2.55 3.90 1.21 
Cost IE r ton (dollars) 7·55 14.14 4.96 

RBTTJR... GROWING TAlrE P.AYl:fS FROM 
(Average of 345 acres on 17 fa.rms) 

COSTS: 
Man labor, 5t hours 
Horse labor, Si hours 
Seed 
Manure 
Machine 

Total(except rent) 5~ 76 
Cash rent 6.;0 

Total cost 12..2b 
Credit for pasturing ~46 

Net cost 11.80 
Value of crop ...98 tons @ 13.00 l2~74 

Net return per acre -94 
Net return for land per acre 7..44 

Av~ra.ge lIigh~st Lowest 
Yield .9g 1 ..40 ·52 
Cost per ,ton 12·58 23.78 8.19 

http:Av~ra.ge
http:RETUP.NS
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THE COST OF GROriING CORN 

IAverage o'!! 4lUi acres on 19 farms) 


COSTS: 

Man bours.. 12~. 
 2!"5S
Horse hours, tit 41'83 
Tractor hours,.9 1.04
Seed ",28 
Husking charge (S¢ per bu.) 2.09 
Manure charge 2.6;
Maohine charge 1.l'i 

Total except rent 14~62
Land charge . 6~.50 

Total of all costs 21.12
Value of corn 26.1 bu. @ 65¢ l6~9g

Net loss per acre 4:14 
Net return for land per acre 2.36 

Average H:1~est LO:'r~st
Yield of grain(bushels) 26..1 42.5 15.2 
~?st p~r bU.(dOllars~ ..SI 1.21 .51r. 

THE COST OF GRO'.VING OA':;;S 
(Average of 279 acres on 13 farms) 

. cOS'J;S: 
Man hours. 9ft- . 2~01 
Borse hours. 2~ 2~25' 
T~btor hours, .4 13~
See! 1,.1+ 

Twine 
 ~3° 
T'h.re shing 11"52 

Manure .1g 

Machine charge 1.0Q 


Totai costs except rent g~75 
cash. rent 6.~O 

Total costs 15~25 
Value of erop53i bu. @ 37 J.9~79 

Net return per a~re 4.54 
Net return for land per acre 11.04 

Average Rlghesi; Lowest. 
5~1Yield of grain(bushels) .../:3 G7~ 3S 

Cost per bu. (dollars) ""3&- ...ae- ~ 

~ S~ :hJ 


