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COSTS .A!TD IL11JTtTRNS FROM POiJLTRY 

1/
T. R. Nodla nd , F. T. Fa~y , and G. A. Pond 

Il~TRODUCT I ON 

The feed costs and returns fr om mor e t han 500 f a r m "poultry fl ocks f or each 
of t he years 1947, 19l j.8 , and 1949 a r o present ed i~ thi s ;'euort. Thi s i nfo r 
mation ',1as obta ine d fr om r ecor ds ke"Ot by t h e coouera tors in t hc t h ree f a r m 
managemont servi ce s in t he sta te. iJ I t r ep resent s t he results fr'om po1.\ltry 
han cHed un <i e r ordina r y fa rm condi ti on e:; i n Mi nne s ot a . For t he year 1949 , t he 
ir.formati on for t he r ear i v.g fl ock and t hc l ay ing f lock e.r e shov.n seu pr a t e 1y 
for a porti on of t hese fa r ms . Thi s se~aration wskc s p os s i b le a mor e de t ai l e d 
anal;vsis of t he p Ol.tltr;v ent c rpri se and nrovi des more adcCluatc inf or mat i on for 
planning adjuetmcnts in pou ltry management. 

COS TS AND R~TT]FJJS FR f'\~~ COi-ffi I NED R?ARUTG MID LAYI NG FLOCKS 

A statement showi ng t he c os ts an d. returns fr om c ombineo. rearing a nd 
laying flocks f or the three-year pe ri od. 1947 t o 1949 is sho~,n in table 1
The farm-ra is e d f ee ds we re va l ued at a ve r age nrices at the f arm.. The 
-~omm!3 rcia1 f e eds Wa r p valued a t t he u ri c e t he farme r pai d f or them. The 
net 	increase in va1ne of chi ckens r epres ents t he g ros s retur !l. an d. is ca1
c~'lated by sub trac t tng t he va l ue of pur chases of ch i cks and hens and t he 
value of p oul try on hand a t t he b egi nni ng of t be year fr om t he c omb i ned va1uo 
of birds sold., bu t chered fo r h ome us e , and bi r ds on vane. a t t he end of t he 
year. The add~. ti on of t he va l ue of eggs sol d and ueed i n t he home to t he net 
increase in va l ue of chickens g i v e s t 1:e t ot a l va l uo p r odu ced.. The pounds of 
p011ltry produced is de termi ned i n a ma nne r s imi lar to t h e mo t hod of ca l cu l a ting 
net 	increase in value . 

The statements also Sh01'T t he amoun t by ,...;--·ich t ho to t a.l r eturn fr om t he 
cnteI'TIrise exc eeds t he fc e d c os t. Si nce t ico ve.1ue of fe e d c onsumed normally 
reYlresents approxima t e 1;r tU0- ""ri;.' ds of the t oi;a1 C: 08t of ma int aining pou ltry , 
the return above f eed cost incii ·_at.es t he rel .:l·~ ive p::ofi:f;abi lit y of t he ent e r 
p rise. The return above feed co s t is not a ne t r et u.rn but r a t he r the amount 
available from t h e g r os s i ncomC' , aft e r payin~ t he cos t of feed , to c over 
other costs s uch a s l a.bor , -b \)i:r. d.~ .1g S, Aoui-0m(~nt , and mi s cella neous cash items 
and to nrovi de a re t ur n for D'ldnan:...:t1oni. 

The farme rs i nclu ded i n t bh: Rt ' ldy maintaine d an a verage of 1'I-p:r>r ox i mate1y 
200 lay ing hens du r i ng the thrce ·y~ar. n e r i od. The av er ag e numbe r of hens 
i s determinecl by a dding t he numbe r on ha nd a t t he beg i nni ng of ea ch month 

11 	 Bureau of Ag r i c n ltura.1 ::-'conomics , U. S. Dcua rt r.1ent of Agr iculture . 

?J 	 Southeast i'i nneso ta Fa r m Ma.nag ement Se r vice , fiollthH est j\.~innp s ota Far m 
Manag ement Ser vice and t he Far m 1!anageme nt Ser vi ce f or 1T e tc r ans Taki ng On
The-Fa r m Tra ini ng . 

http:incii�_at.es
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and. di v ic1i ng tri s stun by 12. I n a ddi ti on t o the l a:,i ng hens . t he s e farmers 

purchased a n average of 382 chi ck s in 1947. 287 in 1948. a n d 366 i n 19l19. 

A1j:oroxi mat ely 75 :oer cen t of t h e layi ng flock we re rop l a c ed each y e8 r by 

pUlle ts . lTf' a r l y a ll t he r ep lecementfl.for t J.?e l ayi ng flock .came fr om t he 

nurc:~s ed c h i ck!> ; fe", l aying hens \-Tore UUTcr...ased. 


Tab le 1. Feed Cos t s a nd Re turns From Combi ned Rea r ing and. 

Laying Flocks. 1947 -'19u9 


--~--------------------------------
1947 1948 19U9 


Number of farms 
Feed pe r hen , Ibs .: 

Gr p.i n 
Comme r cial feed 

'!'otal 
Sk im milk' . 

Tota l fee d c ost p er hen 

Va lue of 1jroducc ye! h en: 
EgGS s ol d a nd u s ed in h ome 
Ne t l nc r ea se ih value. of chi ckons 

Totnl value produced 

Retu r n ab ove feed cost 1')er hen 

Rettrrn n e r $100 feed c onsume d 

P r i ,ce r oce i ved 'ner do z. egg.s sold (cts) 

~ggs laid ~er he n 

'Ave r age numbe r of hens on f a rm' during year 

fa of h ens t h,:1~t are l1Ulle ts 

~ dea th loss of hens 
, 

Number of ch icks 'nu r chase d 

Pounds of noultry ·nroduced 

516 


98 

~ 
141 


6 


$5.07 

~.5.33 
~ 
6.09 

Sl.02 

$128 

39.9 

1.59 

198 


79 


13 


382 


1094 


549 


86 

~ 
12'4 


7 


SLL.42 

':;.5.61 
~ 
6.44 


$2.02·. 


8154 


41.. 6 


162 


199 


7""' 
. ~ 

13 


287 


876 


99 

42 


lLLl 

7 


$3.76 

$.5.59 
. ~. 

'6.16 

82.40 

~177 

y).6 

170' 

·201 

7~ 

12 


366 


1059 


The ,nuantl1;yof f c ed r eQ.uire d ~or hen '·ras 141 :pounds in 1947 and. 1949 a nd. 
12LL pounds in 1948. The fee d f or t he chi ck en s r a.ised as \'re ll. a s thp.t for the 
l aYi ng hens i s' i ncluded in t l'>i~ figur e. The s ma ller amount of f oe d used ner 
h on in 1948 is · due to t he f a ct t :r.~t a smaller numb e r of chicks Horo nurch~sod 
a nd r a i s e d t hat y ea r. 
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THE RFillRING FLOCK 


The recring flo ck i ncludes t he chicks from 'the t ime of nurcM,se until 
they are tra.nsferr ed to the laying flock or solo. as broilers or fry e::s. 
The months in whi ch the chi cks were purchased are sho1tm in table 2. 

Table 2. Month Chicks ('Tere Pt:.rchased, ~ 
Number of Per cent of 

Honth J2urchases uurch8.l3es 

January 
February 
Harch 
Anril 
May 
June 

1 
4 

31 
83 
31 
5 

,6 
2.6 

20.0 
53.6 
20.0 
3.2 

Seventy-four TIer cent of the 150 flock o'mers bought pullet chicks either 
alone or in some combination which included straight run and cockerels (table 
3). Fe,., farmers bought more than 100 cockerels. 

____~T~a~b~le 3. Kind and Number of Ohicks Purchased Per Flock, 1949 
Humber Avg. number of chicks nurchased 

Kind of Straight 
cases Pullet s run Cocke rels 

Pullets 55 428 
Straight run 36 480 
P'Jllets and cookerels 36 394 63 
Pl'llets ano. st raight run 17 349 151 
Pullet r" straight run and cockerels 3 258 350 483 
Straight run and cockflrels 3 783 67 

The feed. costs ancl rpturns per 100 birds raised in the reari ng flocks 
are shol,m in table 4. Of the 477 chicks !'lurchased, 391 '"ere rai sed and 86 
died. The 391 chickens r aised "rere either sold, usea. in the home, or trans
ferred to the laying flock. 

Each 100 birds raised consumed 1,285 pounds of farm raised g rains and 
950 pounds of commercial feed.s. In ad.o,i ti on, a small am ount of skim milk 
vras fed. A total of 533 pounds of feed ,.,ere reo,uired. to :produce 100 pounds 
of poultry. 

The cost of feed exceed.ed the net increase in value uer 100 chicks raised 
by $5.87. The net increas e in value was d.etermined by sub tracti ng t he cost 
of obtaining the chicks from t he gross income. This gross income inclucles the 
amou.nt received from sales ,and the f a rmers I esti mp te of t he value of birds 
butchered for home use and transferred. to t he layi ng flock. These flock owners 
not on} y faileo. to recover 'the cost of feed consumed by chicks but they also 
fai led to cover their other costs such as labor, use of ea.,ui r ment, interest 
on investment, and mi scellaneous cash ex'')ense. 

http:exceed.ed
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Tab le L!.• H'ecd Costs a nd. Returns Per 100 Bircts Raised in Rea r ing Flocks, 19h9 
Average 

Your of. , 
farm 150 flocksItem 

Feed pe r 100 chicks rai seo" Ibs: 

Gr a i n 1285 

Comme rcial feeds ~ 


Total 2235 

Skim milk 13 


Tot a l f eed co~ t per 100 chicks raised ~70.92 

Ne t i nc rease iQ va lue p er 100 chi cks raised 65.05 

Re turn over veed c os t ncr 100 chicks raised -5.87 


Re t u r n for $100 feed, consumed $92 

Number of chi cks purchased as: ~~ ': 


':Pul lets ' r ' 296
'------
St r a i g ht run 155 

Cocke rels , 26 


Total number yurchascd ,;; ' 477' 


Price '-oaid ncr 100 chicks yurcPA s e d as: 

Pullets ' $39'. 83 

St r a i ght ' run 20.13. 

Cocker el!:1 ' .," 14'~30' 


" 
.. ,~. &.! ' ;'umb or chi cks r ala c c'l. 391 

...J . ~ : ., t i , •• _____ '1638" "Pounds ':poultqr n rod.uccd 
i, 

. / • • · c 
t . I , 

, , " 

Thc ,lol·'·,r.et u.!'ns ' r ecc i ved fr om t ,he r~a..+.t ;g . dock . a~e ,due i'n 'Part to'an ' 
unde r e s t i ll/p- t-e 'of t h e va lu,e of cl1..i cks 'o{it cher e d for, h am-e use,,8.nd.' of "thevaiue 
of nu llcts tra nsferre d t o t he l a ying fl ock. The ' dE.ta in table 5 show the 
numbers of chi cks '[lo r fl ock , pounds :;>r oduce d.• .valu e .pe,r· !flock a n'd :val'U'e' per 
bir d as r.'orrortec by t 11f! 'f a r mercoonetR.t"ors l·;hen 'c lli cks ,\-;e rc :1}ur,c-hc"!,scd ',as ' :•. . . t . ..· L 

pullets ,stra ~ ght r \U1 and ~ mixt ure of !~ulJ,e t s , s ~ra~g1:.t runA.n~, ,c ocket'cls.' , 
Tr;e valU:,~~ ber bir d butche r ed f oi 'home ;J.se is less t hAn t ho value l'cce{veo, per 
b i r d. sold. Th e c l'l t i ma t e d value of :oullcts transferred to t i:c laying flock l:Jas 
on l y slightly h i ghe r t han t he gal e p ri 9c of bir,o.e 1ihichr ,1''',Gi're solo, f'o'rcieat 

':J!ur~:>o Re1:!; ?t e~r 11 er da h'is IAn9' ;pr~sUma.b,l? ,lig hter ~"lc ight~~ :·N.odoub t . these ' ,' 
fRrrt1e rs could'h:',vc rccc}vc ~' ! A. nri cc ror , th~ir pUllets considorably ' above this 
'0st tmate if t hey sold t hem to other 'houltri man as layers.· Ti-is ', ,;'ould h ave ' 

. J. • • . ' . . ' : ' . , . . ' 

r eS1..ut cd i n a g r (>:'! ter incr ease in vahi(') nor, 100 birds rat-sod a:nd i;,/. ou1d h El.ve 
- . . . . .. ' . •~ . ' 0- ' . 

,p rC?duccd a r pturn :l a r ge. enough t o i , c.oyerf~e.d ,c ost. 

: . ' :.' : . .. ,-., ' 
.i 
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Table 5. ,N1JJllbcr,1'Te i ght, a nd. Va lue of :Birds in R!'aring Flock, 191.;.9 

C~icks nurc~~sed a s 
l"iiY:ture of 

All Stra ight pulle t s , stra ight 
fl ocks Pu llets--- --- -= t;.~:.._.. r y,u 1D~-C_QQJ.r.£:l£JJ?... 

l'JuIDo e r of cases 150 55 36 5? 

Numb e rs per flock 

Heed in h JIDc 20 9 26 25
Tra nsferre d to l a yers 295 319 207 325 Sold 76 25 166 71 
DE' Rt h loss 86 ...12 81 illTotal ~Jurcha.so €l 477 428 he-o 522 

Pounds per flo~k 

Us e d in homo 80 36 108 . 105
Tra nsfcrrE'd to l a yers 1259 1324 968 1375 
8"ld --.f2.2. 100 ffi 267 

T"tal pounds n r oduce d 1638· ~o 1733 1747 

Value ])I'l r fl ock 

Usoel in home ~h6. 51 $6.86 $22. 82 $2l.~5
Tra nsfcrre C'. to l ayers )18. 85 337.77 214. 35 Jtl4. 96
Sold 'Zk.2J. 25 . 82 121. 28 64. 82 

Total va lue per f l ock 408.27 370.45 388. 45 451. u3 

Va l ue ~or bird a s r en ort ed by f a rmers 

USI' O in h ome t, . 83 $.76 $ . 88 $ .87 
T~ansfcrred. to layers 1. 08 1.06 1. o~, 1.12
Srld. . 96 1. OJ . 91 . 91 

.....""::a::::;2A!iL-.:::::::x::::_:::s:s:::::c::_. __ _ .;lLJIIC;JC•• ~__~___"'%;.~- ... 

' - Another r eason f or t he 1 01'! r e t ur n s r ece i ved fr om t he r eari ng fl ocks i Fl 

t he [,i g h rate of morta li t V'" sX't)eri ence d· by s ome of t he f l ock (Nners. The re 
1,ra~ a c'rcnsiderable r a nge in t he a mou nt of dea t h ll'l !:' s am ong t he f l ocks on t he 
f u r j",s 8 t11.di~d (tao l~ f,). Mu cr. of it re:n r !"s('n t ~ t he lM f; of smal l ch i cks s O('l_n 
after 1j1Jrcba.sc. On some farms, h OI.rever, loss of c~i ckfl ~c c\lrr~ d pcve r a l 
weeks a fter !Y' H'~h~ se. I n e1. t~e r case, t he cos t of cbicks and t he ove r hea d 
cr.nrg e nf feed.s c ons' Ullod bv ch i cks t hn t di e mu s t be borne by t he r o.maini ng 
birds in t he f l ock. Conl'l o~nfJnt lY l't high deat h 1(16 8 is a ssoci Ftt ed ,·Ii t h a 
hi g h feed . char g e f or oe.ch 100 bi r ns rai sed. 

http:1j1Jrcba.sc
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Tab l e 6 . Re l e t i on of Dea t h Loss t o Retu rns Fr om Rea r i ng F lock s ner .Fa!~, l~~__ 
Pe r cen t dea t h loss of cbicks 

Be lm., 10. 0... 20.0- 30 a nd 
________________________________________~1~0~ 19.9 29.9 qy~ 

Humbe r of farms 42 54 35 19 
Feed')er 100 chickl:1 r a i s ed, I bs : 

Gr a i n 1077 1265 1178 2002 
COIllmerc ial P4Q ....§21 1061 1140 

Tota l 1917 2162 2239 3142 
Skim mi lk 35 ,.... 

Total feed c os t per 100 chi cY:f.l r ai s e c.1. $63.19 $66.66 $73.01 $96.23 

'ie t va l ue produce 71.38 61.11 62.64 66.69 

Re t u r n ove r feed copt n pr 100 chicks r a ised 8.19 -5.55 -10·37 -29.54 

Re t urn fo r B100 fe e d c onsume d 113 92 06 69 

lTuml)e r chi clr:c nur.cbase d : 
Pul1et R 240 325 311 311 
Straight r un 185 157 134 124 
Cockerels 16 16 20 86 

Pe r cent dea t r loss 6.3 lI.~ . 7 . 24.5 42.7 

Pouncls 7'ou1 try Tlr oduced 1705 1768 1508 1360 

TP3 k \YING FLOCK 

The nuant ity an0. va.l ue of f e e d c onswnec.1 per l aying hen, returns :per hen, 
number of hens p e r fl ock . eggs h~i d n e r hen, and p rice received per dozen 
egg s s ol d p.re sh01.m i n t ab le 7. The average number of l ayers vras 229 ,~ri th an 
aver.?ge n ro duct ion of 182 eggs per hen. Homc-gro\>m fe e <i consti tuted 75 per 
cen t of t he t otal f ee d c onsumed. 

The t ot a l f ee d c onl': ume d :pe r hen varied only fllight1y "dth t he level of 
egg Tl r od'hct i on. EO'>Tevcr . t her e 'v,a s some va riat i on i n t he a mount of commercial 
fee c:s us ed. F l ock owners 11',110 secu red. l e ss t han 150 eggs :'.1or hen, fed 2) P01Jn CcS 

of comme rcial fee d p er hen as cr.mIp~tr e d to 32 ~)ollnds of commerci a l feed for the 
f l ocks l aying 210. eggs e n d over . Ordinarily, one H01.'let expect a greater ~ncrease 
i n f oe d consu1nnti on t o be a ss ociated ,,,1 t h incrensed egg :pr oduction. Ho,·rever, 
quali ty of f eed i 8 a l so a f~ ctor. Tr.e addi ti onal commercial feeds used by flock 
o'"rner s \vith t he r e1A.t i vc 1y hig}- levels of Tlr oducti on r es u lted in better bala nced 
r ati ons. Deat }'. loss "ras l ess 1."!i t h t l"'e high !>roduc i ng flocks. 
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Table 7. Feed. Costs and Re t urns Fr om Layi ng Flock;. 19~9 
. Eggs lai d p e r h en 

Your '-All :8e101l!' I SO- 180"::-:_=-:::2"'"1":"O- Md 
fgm illlns ill 179 202.... ov er 

l\T1JID'ber of farm 160 31' 47 31 45 
FC 8 Cl ~)cr hen. lbs: 

Grain el 82 81 83 79 
Commerci.al feed 27 B 24 ..]2-~ 

'Total 10-8" 105 105 112 111 · 
Skim milk 4 6 6 3 

Feed cost ner hon $2.77 $2.61 $2.71 $2.86 $2.91 

1Talue nroclucod ner hen: 
Eggs sold an d 1J.sed. in t he ' horne $5. 89 $4.20 85. ! ~2 $6.29 $7 .50 
Loss (loath loss ' and. de:preciati on _!.-~ _ill ~~ ~ 

J:Jet value :,)roduceo. 5.)4 3.79 4.73 5. 64 7.07 

Return above feod c ost uo r hen 2.57 1.18 2.02 2.78 1.L.16 

Eeturn for ~100 feeo. c onsume d 193 145 175 197 243 

Average number of hens 229 206 210 255 249 

Egg s l:"1i O. ncr hen 182 130 166 195 232 

Pri ce recdved ncr doz . eggs sol d.. (cts.) 39.5 39.8 ;'9.7 39.3 39.3 
----------------------------.----_.--------

Flock mmers ,.!i th a hi&h levAl of nroducti on r e,orted feed costs per hen 
11 p er cent higher tr..an the o'"ne rs of fl ocks \'Ii t h I'l. 1 0' ,r level of llroduct ion. 
Powever, the:' also r eported 78 :per . cent more eggs l 2..id. 'Ocr hen. The increased.. 
~rod.ul3tion '.e/as more t l1f1.n enough to offset the .add! tional cost of feed nece ssar;>r 
to secure the ao.~itiona.1!'rod.uction•. 

The number, weig ht and value of birds in t ne l ayi ng flock is p resente d in 
table 8. The number of ma t u re bi rd..s pu rchased as l ayers \I1as very sma ll. Most of 
the re~lacem,"ntsf·or t he 113."-ing fl ock's each y.ef'. r c ome fr om t he r ea ri ng flo ck s on 
the sa me farm. The pric~' pai d f or :,ourchasecllayi ng hens ,,'!as consi o.erably higher 
than t h e farmer r s est'imato of t he ::?u llets tranFtferred from t he rearing flocks or 
hi R estima te of thp value of t he bi r ds on hand e t t he beg;inni ng or at the end of 
t he yea r. If all t he l ::lyers \-.re re va lued..<">t a ]?rice e nual t o t he price' pai d.. for 
the fE'''! -vitich ",ere uur cr.l'I. s e d, t he net result .",ml l d be a higher r 8.te of dep recia tion 
f).n d le s ~ return ab ove fe ed. cost ncr hen. The c omp a tive 'Posi ti on of the r eari ng 
flock, on the othe r hand. "Iould be i mproved fr om tha t s h o\,TD in the ::?revious dis
cussibn. 

The r Ftti 0 of nullets to hens over one year of age a:mears to be an i mportant 
factor in pm.l.1try p ro Cl.uc tion. The data in t ab le. 9 sho\,r no relation of pe r centage 
of pUllets in the l a;Ti ng fl 6'ck to var i'ous l'lroduc.tion f ac tors. Anproxi mately 50 
per cent of the farme rs s ol d a ll t r e (lId hens ea.ch year a nd r e-pla.ceo. the entire 
laying flock with pullets in t he fall; 26 ~er cent k ep t over a small number of 
old hens and on 23 ncr cent of the I l'l rms, old hens c om!,rised anproxi mately onc
half of the total bircls m~:dntained... 

http:Commerci.al
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Ta.ble 8. lIuibcr, l"ei ght and Va l ue of Birds in La;[ing F1 ock,~2. 
~ln.t d p c}' hen ____ _.._ _ _ 

All Be low 150- 180- 210 a.n n 
f p..l'ms 150 172 20.2 over 

Number p er flock 
On hand begi nni ng of year 272 252 2L~4 )12 289 
Tr ans f erred. from r earing flock 258 189 229 302 317 
Purchased 2011 -l _U _ 2.:::..L. 

Tot a l 541 41.:-4 486 643 608 

Sold 189 142 239149 235 
IRed in home 11 8 10 18 10 

On ha.nd at end of yea.r 281 238 260 J.?2 ill
Tota l 481 395 412 575 560 

eath loss 60 49 71.1 68 48 

Pounds p er fl ock 
On hand begi nni ng of year 1166 1063 1054 1334 1254 
Trans f erre d f r om re~3.ri ng flock 1107 838 983 1264 1349
Purchased 48 .JQ ~ -D!. --2To t a l 2321 1911 2098 2729 ' 2612 

Sol d 871 676 651 1077 1118 
Used i n hC?mc 50 43 4642 76 
On hand a t end of year 1246 1051 lli.2.. IJ~38 1'375

TotA. l 2167 1769 1844 25 91 2539 

Ne t l oss in ~ounds 154 142 254 138 73 

Value !ler fl ock 
On ~~n o begi nning of yea r $316.22 $266. '.54 $295 .11 $38~· . 58 $332.01 
Tr ansfer recl f r om r eari ng f l ock 277.08 179. 71 2L1-r .39 322. 93 355.53
Pu.rchased 16. 42 4. )6 12·32 48·28 -1. IS

Tota l 609. 79 450. 61 .56.0. 89 756.49 690.69 

Sold ~i7J .50 136.76 124.14 212.82 228.17 
Used in home 9.89 8.03 ' 7.81 16.01 9·39
On band at end of yenr 224.0' 220.n4 268.82 ~J. 3 ':J8~Qi

Tot a l }J'77• li3 . 364. 92 400. 77 585. /-1-6 575. 61 

Not l oss in va l ue 132.36 85. 69 160.12 171. 03 115.08 

Va, l ue per bfrd.: ns r eport ed by fa r mers 
On hand beg inning of yea r $ 1.16 G 1. 06 :; 1. 21 S 1.23 $ 1.15 
Tra nsfe r r ed fr om r e~ ri ng flock 1.07 · 95 1. 08 1. 07 1.12 
P'.lr chascd 1. 50 1. 341. 45 1. 69 1.58 

Sold · . 92 . 92 . 87 ·91 .95
Used in home · 90 1. 00 . 78 .89 .94
On hand a t cnd of ~rcar 1. 05 1. OJ 1. 09. 92 loll 
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An incroase in egg production and lower <loath losses are Rssocta.ted ,..,i th a 
hi g r. percentago o-f :!1ullets in the flock. The net r esult is higher retul'n nb ovo 
f oed cost f or t he young he,ns tb..An for the flocks containing a relatively l a rga 
n:-op ort i on of ol d hens . 

Ta ble 9. Relation of Pe r cent age of Pullets in t he La~~ng Flock 

to Various Pr o;luct ion Fact ors . 1949 


lyf ,~t of l ayin[ flock that are ~ullets 


Eo l o'" 60
60 2..2 
 100 


.Tumbe r of farms 
F~ed n e r hen, Ibs . : 

Gr a i n 
Commercial foeds 

Total 

Fee d cost ~er h~n 

" -'llue produccct per hen : 
Eggs 
Le ss de~roci~~ion and death loss 
:Te t va.Iue pron.uced 

Re t ur n above feed co s t 1)er hen 

Re t urn for $100 feed consumed 

Eggs l a id p e r hon 

Average number of hens 

P~r cent of hens th~ t pre ~ullet s 

Fer cent deatr loss 

37 


82 

..n 
105 


82. 67 


$4. 82 
--.J±l. 
4. 35 

1. 68 


163 


154 


163 


46 


16 


42 


80 

~ 
109 


$2. 81 


$5 . 93 

. 68 


5. 25 


2. 44 


187 


176 


284 


8) 


14 


81 


81 

28 


109 


82. 80 


$6. 37 

. 52 


5 . 85 


3. 05 


209 


197 


230 


100 
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RECORDS .'I..RE A GUID::J 

TJ:'l.is rC7Jort Tloints out t h.' t Fome poult r y raisers aro sccuri ng a re l atively 
gClOC. retl1r1'1 from both t he r earing nnd 1ayin~ f10c]"s . Others pre not securing 
a rct'lr n suffici~nt]y la.rge to coval' t ree co" t of feed. A c omplete and accl1rate 
set of record_f: of t:iB poul t r y entcr])rise as ''loll a s of t he entire farm busines s 
p rovides the f a r mer a u~eful gui cle in planning his opera tion. Recoro.s ,..rill 
s h aN him "bere hi s management is ';leak and ,·,he re iIn;'rovernent R need to be made in 
order to increas e h~ s e,rnings . 
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