
Give to AgEcon Search

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their 
employer(s) is intended or implied.

https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/


---

/(/ :fFS-OliA.-7\f ­'c.> 

Refo~t 20 

u:nTJnSITY OF MINlJE'j(Y!lA 

De:partme~l t of Agriculturn 
and 

UNIr.i'ED STATES D.JPA.:Tl'L.'INT OF l'G1:UClJ':;TU:'.E 
BurEau of Agricu1 tural Econcmics 

Coop("ratirlg 
1. 

-----0----­

A Preliminary Rc·:port 
of 

CO~;T) OF CHor 11P..ODT'S T!Ol~----"" - - ..-- ..._---._-
FrolT. 


Data 5Rcmr,'d in 1927 

en th~ 


FAFM: AC,jOUlJTIN"G ROUT? 

At 

!..:.§KCV - fnr~ com;TI - MIN1:ETlTA 

Ey 

Andrer-} T. HOTerstl1d 

I·-.H. Tom1insor: - Routerr'1.l.r', 

-----0-----

Sec ti on 0 f Fnrm Managerre n:t 

Ul:ivf'rsi ty F;,rm 

st. Paul, lJinr,. 


Uay 1928 



- 1 ­

nrnsx 
Page 

Introdm ti on......•........................••........ 1 

Surnmaryoof Cost of Producing Field Crops •••••.•••••• 3 
Swllinary of Cost of Producing Field Crops(con'd) ••••• 4 
Cost of producing Alfalfa•••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
Cos t 0 f Pro duc i:ne Tnrne Hay.......................... 6 
Cost of Producine Small Grain Hay••••••••••••••••••• 7 
Cost of Producing Wild Hay ••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 8 
Co at of Pr OCtUC ing Silage............................. 9 
Cost of Pro drc iug Small Grain•••••••••••••••••••••••10 
Cost of Producing Rutabagas ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ll 
Cost of Producing Potatoes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••12 

IUmODtlC,T1'lli 

This preliminary repor t presents the cost of producing the important 
crops grown on the 26 farms on the Farm Accountinc; Route at Askov, Pine 90unty, 
:Minnesota in 1927. A summary of the results for three years :is given on pages 
3 and 4. The tables on these pages show the average cost ~r acre for each drbp 
for 1925, 1926 and 1927 with a column shcv'ling the averate of these three ~ are#. 
The tables for each crop on the following pages give the :ttemi~ed cost per acre 
for each farm. The farms are ranked according to cost IE r UIlit begin.'1ing vn..th 
the lcwest. The purpose of this report is to present figures so that the 
members of the route mB\V' compare their figures with t:re average of the route and 
wi th the figures from otber farmers in the same neighborhood, ratbBr the.n to show 
the absolute cost per unit of produc t. As all farms are computed en the earne 
basis, the data between :farms may be comp:l.red directly. A study of these tables 
should suggest to some cooperators places where improvements in their business 
can be made. SUch improvanents should mean increased farm earnings. 

Askov is located in Pine County about 100 miles north of the TlrJin 
Cities on the Great Northern rD.ilroad. T.te land VJas origir~ally a pine forest. 
Most of tl)3 land now under cultivation hp.s been cleared of brush ani rocks in the 
last twenty years. The soil is a red clay loam with peat found in the low spots. 
As dairying is the important enterp:' ise in thi s cumrmmi ty the cropping system is 
arrp~ed to provide feed for the cattle. Generally a three year rotation is 
followed of clover, corn and rots. The elover provides hay, co rn provides si lage 
and the oats supplies part of the concentrate feed needed. Enough potatoes and 
rutabagas are rai sed to keEp the family employed d:u.ring the summer months. The 
distribution of crop acres is given in Table I. 

TIlJ3LI~ I 
Distribution of Crop Acrease 

Acres per F::IX!r. A.cres ;per Furm 
1925 1926 1921 ___---.;;1925 1926 1927 

Tame hay 12.2 1204 17.8 Ruta.bagas 4.2 2.7 4.1 
Wild hay 
other hay 

11.0 
1.1 

8.4 
2.5 

8.5 
3.5 

Potatoes 
other crOlB 

3.5 
.2 

5.5 
.4 

4.9 
.2 

Corn 7.7 8.4 7.5 
Small grain 12.4 14.3 12.8 Total crop 

acreage 53.3 54.6 59.3 
Tot~l acrea~108.5 115.2 118.2 
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Of the three years 1925 wus by fur the best crop year. Gener~lly 
yields were higher tron in either 1926 or 1927. :More ruin du.ring the late 
summer would have improved the lute crops but the w~uther '!Us quite satisft3.(':tory. 
In 1926 very little ruin fell before August. The lack of' moisture was particu­
larly drunaging to t he hay crop which is a basic crop in thi s district. A heavy 
fall of moisture occurred in the fall. Altho the rutabagas crop was benefited 
by the late ruins the lain hay crop w,,"~s BIoilod, r.Jany potatoes rotted ani the corn 
for silage in many Cases VlaS damaged. In 1927 the sprinG vJ)rk was delayed by 
rain and the weather was unusually cool. The hay crop suffered no harm because 
of climatic conditio:rks "::Jut tho grO'iJth of' other crops "IUS retarded. Rust inflicted 
serious injury to the snllll grain and potato es were affected wii; h rot. The 
weather was notbenoficial to crops in 1925 andrr.ost adverse in 1927. 

The reco rds for the three years have been Vlorked up on as nearl¥o!f.kcom­
parable basis as possible. lli£"n labor Y/as charged at 25 cents and tractor /12 
plo\v tractors} at 80 centsrper hour each yoo.r. Horse labor VJas charged ai 10 
cents, lot cents and 12 cer.ts for 1925, 1926 and 1927 respGcti,ely. ,Flat charges 
were nade for the usa of lund and machinery. }k'nure was charged at $1.50 p:'r ,ton 
plus the labor cost of aIplying it. The total charge VIas distributed over three 
years. Other items were charged at current prices. 

No attempt was made in this publication to expla in the variat iOIlS in 
cost. However, it is hoped that the farmers whose figures are c(')ntainoo in this 
report will study them ani that they will be able to improve their farm organizo.tiC'l 
by doing so. 
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6.=;8 c; ,'~ "i 
2.35 1.83 

.40 .~O 

1.84 1.37 
G~ =;4 '0.'9 
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19 
&1­
ut 
13 
17 

2~ 

i!t
12t 
19 

7.76 
3.57 
5.07 
4.76 
6.47 

1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
1.1:)0 
1.,0 

2.30 
2.46 
1.91 
2.92 
6.03 

1.25 
1.25 

.90 
1.25 
1.25 

'1.00 
&:).00 
5.00 
5.00 
5,00 

17.81 
1:1.78 
14.38 
15.43 
20.25 

.22 

17.81 
13.78 
14.16 
15 .43 
20.25 

2.0 
1.2 
1.4 
1.5 
1.8 

8.89 
8.90 

10.30 
10.33 
11.21 

119 
208 
110 
1]6 

1* 
7 
§. 

12 

17+ 
12~ 
10 
18f­

C; .19 
3.32 
2.40 
t:; .21 

1.,0 
1.liO 
1.50 
1.r;o 

4.65 
2.97 
3.07 
2.95 

1.25 
1.25 

.90 
1. 25 

5.00 
5.00 
'i.00 
5.00 

17.59 
14.04 
12 .87 
15.91 

1.74 

17.59 
14.04­
11.]3 
]'l-.91 

'.5 
.9 
.7 
.8 

11.26 
15.09 
IS. 15 
19.16 

Aver w\.;;~ of 
32 3.C1"3 s 12-t­ 15-k 5.00 1.C;O ~.02 1.21 'i.00 Ie; ,73 .08 1'1.6'l­ 1.3 11.72 
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4~0 ~1~ 14 4.63 2.2, 1.03 ~90 I) .00 13 .81 ~.81 2.9 4.63 

812 14t 17* 1i.72 2.25 1.59 .90 5.00 l.A.46 .. 11).40 2.6 6.05 

618 l~ 16! 1).34 2.25 1.91 ._90 .02 5,,00 i5.42 .'64 14.78 2.2 6.68 

~10 2.79 2.25 3:08 .90 5.00 i4.02 2.48 1!.';4 1.7 6.89 
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:: 19 1I5! ;. '70 2<25 3.13 .90 5.00 16 .98 .26 16.'72 2.2 7.65l~i206 7 2.14 2.25 1.20 .90 S.OO 11.49 .26 11.23 1.3 8.57 
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('104 8~ 9 ~.M 2.21) 1.54 .°0 ~ .00 ~ ~.~7 .02 12 .~~ 1.4 ~ ..23 
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( 

208 9 
1 I'¥.- 3.83 2.25 2.29 ...,0 5.00 14.27 .48 l~. 79 1.4 9.86 . 
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1 ".~ 
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801 :1, 7i 2.35 2.25 .74 .90 5.00 '~_.24 1':! .24 1..0 10 ..80 

510 7:t 2.81 2.a5 2.33 .90 !'.OO 13.29 .14- 1~.15 1.2 n .. 16 

319 ~t 9 2.68 2.25 6.94 .90 .06 5.00 17.83 1.15 16 .• 68 1.4 11... 85 

1}) 81 ~ 3.28 2.25 2.95 .99 5.00 14.38 14.38 1.0 }t .00 
... ~ 
308 5t 9~ 2.45 2.25 2.2~ .90 5.00 12 .82 12 .82 .9 14. C;6 

~19 5i 2.54 2.25 .99 5.00 10.69 10.69 .6 17.24­

4.60 2.25 3.21 .90 5.00 15 .96 15.96 .6 25.54­lQL_;Q:L< ~ ,.. ... -. -- .. -....-.---,
.Avt'I ra-,.e 0 f' 
1~1'" a~re8 8t -3. ~3 2.25 2.25 .90 .02 5.00 13.75 .33 l~ .42 1.5 9.24._._.-._-~ 
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812 21 38-;=! 9.88 .96 '3.84 1.00 'i.CO 20.68 1.4 11.74 
~O6 1 26~ 9.'51 .96 6.'18 1.00 2.68 'i.OO 21i.73 1.6 1."5.89 

410 14~ 33 7.67 4.43 1.73 1.00 5.00 19 .83 .9 20.26 
308 14~ 27t 7.01 2.73 3.71 1.00 5.00 19.45 1.0 20.34 
113 13l:- 27 6.52 .98 6.62 1.00 2.54 -'t.00 ~2.66 1.0 23.83 
UO 8 171- 4.08 1.11 3.37 1.00 .57 5.00 15.13 .6 24.28 
211 29f. 6.70 .58 2.84 1:00 .28 5.00 16.40 .7 24.50 
607 :u 26+ 6.13 2.80 '5.35 1.00 .48 5.00 20.7G .8 27.01 
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