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American Farmland Trust

The nation’s leading conservation
organization dedicated to:

* saving America’s farm and ranch land

e promoting environmentally sound farming
practices

e supporting a sustainable future for farms
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Want to look at 3 things in my 10 minutes:

Thank you and Congratulations.

Quick look back – accomplishments from collaboration

Look at challenges ahead
Agriculture
Land preservation and sustainability
Rural development


i e#8 American Farmland Trust and ERS

CONGRATULATIONS
AND
THANK YQOU!
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AFT has had a true partnership with ERS –

ERS has used some of our research 
	work on sprawl development in the Midwest (1997)
	our surveys on conservation compliance
	workshops on the wetlands reserve programs (1993) 
	our early work on green payment programs 
	also, cosponsored workshop honoring Norm Berg (1999)

We’ve used a lot of ERS’ research to help guide our work – NEXT SLIDE
	



ERS: Shining a Light on Key Issues

* Codification system: understanding food in
the path of development

* Possible Implications for U.S. Agriculture
from Adoption of Select Dietary Guidelines:
amount of agricultural land needed to grow
food

« Key information to reshape CRP in 1996
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Examples of work we used:

ERS codification system enabled us to understand food in the path of development - fruit, vegetables and dairy

Numbers from ERS Possible Implications for U.S. Agriculture from Adoption of Select Dietary Guidelines - amount of agricultural land needed to grow food -
importance of saving this resource and making sure it's healthy - for future generations�
ERS provided key information that helped reshape CRP in 1996 to maximize environmental benefits and achieve a significant cost savings as well�

Currently:
	jointly researching how payments influence decision making by individual farmers
	careful cost/benefit analyses 


@8 Looking Ahead: Agriculture

Complex industry

Complex problems

*Polarizing debates

*Facts enlighten decision making process
sInsufficient information = bad policy

‘Won't be done for us
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Experience at EPA
	Ag not primary focus
	Increasingly affecting ag

Example: Chesapeake Bay


@8 Looking Ahead: Land Resources

« Shape better policy

* Explore new drivers
Ecosystem Service Markets

* Assess new technologies
* Improve efficiencies

e Data to address national landscape
Integrity and water security
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helping shape better policy - i.e., conservation compliance analysis and pending work on planting decisions on crop 
future of conservation - eco-system services - ERS analysis to help with environmental services markets.  Would include elements or features that are important for successful markets.  �- ERS monitoring and evaluation of ESM's in the US after they are established and functioning.
assessing of new technologies for conservation  �- as innovative technologies are incorporated into the NRCS conservation delivery system, there is a need to assess how well these technologies are working or what changes may be necessary
helping identify avenues to improve efficiency in conservation programs �- such as conservation investments on protected farmlands - similar to past work in 1996 mentioned above that helped evolve CRP to maximize benefits while achieving cost savings at the same time   
importance of a National Agricultural Lands Study - for the future�- one being done on state level in CA�- National Agricultural Landscape Forum:  some of the pressing issues concern landscape integrity and water security--and ERS has provided a lot of data and analyses on these issues over time.   This all feeds into USDA's report to Congress required by the Resources Conservation Act and will help shape policy directions for the future.  
 



g=® Rural Development

* More sophisticated focus
* Flourish while remaining rural

« Smart growth and planning for agriculture
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movement towards more sophisticated understanding and refocus  
movement away from "urbanizing rural areas" to helping them "flourish while remaining rural" 
Need for rural smart growth, planning for agriculture - ERS can help inform this new path

Don’t let rural development programs drive farmland conversion
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Congratulations from
American Farmland Trust

www.farmland.org
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re-emphasize important role 
be sure to sign-up for our online newsletters and read our blog
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