
Historic, Archive Document

Do not assume content reflects current

scientific knowledge, policies, or practices.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service

LEGUME AND GRASS SEED SITUATION AND OUTLOOK IN i960

Talk by William R. Askew
Agricultural Economics Division

at the 37th Annual Agricultural Outlook Conference
Washington, D. C

. , 3:45 P- M., Tuesday, November 17, 1959

National Supply

The initial supply of 26 grass and legume seeds (1959 production
plus carry-over on June 30 , 1959) is estimated at 873 million pounds,

down 42 million pounds from 1958 and 198 million below the average for
the period 1948-57- While production of these 26 seeds was 43 million
pounds larger in 1959 than in 1958 the decline of 85 million pounds in

the June 30? 1959 carry-over as compared with a year earlier, more than
offset the increased production. Imports in 1958-59 accounted for an

additional supply of 42.1 million pounds, 26 percent below the average
for the 1948-57 period. However, exports during 1958-59 "were 38.6 mil-

lion pounds, 7 percent below average.

Small -seeded Legumes

The initial supply of the 6 small-seeded legumes , including those
used primarily for hay and pasture, (shown in the accompanying table) is

indicated at 359 million pounds, about 7 percent below the supply in

1958-59- Most of this decline is in alfalfa seed for which production
dropped l4.1 million pounds and carry-over dropped 8.5 million for a

decline of 22.6 million pounds.

Production in 1959 and carry-over of alsike clover and sweetclover
were both below the 1958 levels, and indicated supplies are 15 percent
and 12 percent smaller, respectively. Larger crops than in 1958 of
white clover and Ladino clover were harvested this year, but sharply
smaller carry-over places supplies about one-seventh below last year.
In contrast, supplies of red clover are 5 percent larger than a year ago.

Domestic disappearance of the 6 kinds of seeds in 1958-59 was

6 percent less than the average disappearance during 1948-57- In this
comparison last season's use was above average for alfalfa, white clover
and Ladino clover, but it was below average for alsike clover, red
clover and sweetclover. The latter two kinds continued the long-time
downward trend in usage. However, the combined domestic disappearance
in 1958-59 of the two leading hay legumes -- alfalfa and red clover --

of 226 million pounds was about the same as during the average period.

Prepared in cooperation with T. J. Kuzelka, Agricultural Estimates
Division, AMS.
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Imports in 1958-59 of the 6 kinds totaled 15.4 million pounds, about

half of the 29-5 million pounds imported during the 10-year average. The

bulk of last year's imports -- 10.3 million pounds -- was sweetclover, and

similar quantity of this seed will be needed to supplement the current

visible supply.

Exports of 16.3 million pounds in 1958-59 represented mostly alfalfa,

and were considerably above the average of 12.6 million pounds.

Prices paid by farmers for seed purchased in mid-September 1959
were slightly higher than a year earlier for certified alfalfa, red

clover, and Ladino clover. But prices were lower for non-certified
alfalfa, alsike clover and white clover.

Grasses

The initial supply for 1959-80 seedings of the 12 grasses, at

230 million pounds, is one-fifth below the 290 million pounds available
in 1958-59 but close to the average of 240 million. Most of the decline
is the result of smaller supplies of Kentucky bluegrass, smooth brome-
grass and Sudangrass. The 1959 production of Kentucky bluegrass is

forecast at only 3-4 million pounds, a decrease of 88 percent from the

previous year's production of 28.6 million and 82 percent below the

10-year average production. The drop in the supply of smooth bromegrass
from the level of 1958 is due to a smaller production and carry-over.
The sharp decline in Sudangrass seed is the result of a greatly reduced
carry-over. Domestic disappearance of the 12 grasses in 1958-59 was
210 million pounds, 13 percent above the 186 million used domestically
during the 10-year average period. If the domestic use in 1959-80
approximates the level of recent years, current supplies of red fescue,
orchardgrass and bromegrass will need to be bolstered with imports.
Other kinds in tight to short positions are Kentucky bluegrass and
crested wheatgrass . Kinds for which supplies are in surplus positions
include Chewings fescue, bentgrass and Merion Kentucky bluegrass. The
latter kind is meeting strong competition from other improved strains,
primarily Park and Delta.

Imports and exports of grass seeds were larger in 1958-59 than
during the average period. Imports totaled 21.3 million pounds in

1958-59 and compare with the average of 18.9 million while exports were
13.8 million as compared with 10.8 milllion pounds. Actual exports of
grasses last year were slightly larger than this but no allocation has
been made of the 8.5 million pounds of "other grasses" exported. Based
on past experience it is believed that most of the "other grasses" are
ryegrasses which are discussed in the winter cover crops.

The 1959-80 prospective supply positions for several of the grass
seeds were already reflected in the price paid by farmers on September
15 ) 1959- Retail prices on that date of timothy seed were lower than a
year ago, but prices were higher for orchardgrass, redtop, Kentucky blue-
grass, smooth bromegrass, crested wheatgrass and tall fescue. These
changes may possibly indicate the price trend which may prevail into the
1980 spring selling season.
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Winter Cover Crops

The initial supply of the 8 winter cover crop seeds is estimated at

284 million pounds , about a fifth above that available in 1958 but one-

third below the average supply. Production of these seeds in 1959 was
up 70 million pounds from 1958 with most of the increase in ryegrass

,

Austrian Winter peas and vetch. However, a part of the increase was

offset by a decline in the carry-over of 23 million pounds. Domestic
disappearance of winter cover crops in 1958-59 was 208 million pounds,
considerably smaller than the average domestic disappearance of 253 mil-
lion. Cover crop seeds which are in surplus positions in comparison
with usage in recent years include common ryegrass, perennial ryegrass
and Austrian Winter peas. The vetches are in ample supply, but crimson
clover and lupine are in short supply.

Ryegrass production, including common and perennial, in 1959 is

estimated at 136 million pounds, 49 percent above production in 1958,
and 44 percent above the 10-year average. Production increases in
each of the ryegrasses was offset by substantial declines in the June 30
carry-over which totaled only 22.8 million pounds in 1959 compared with
last year's carry-over of 37-5 million pounds.

Imports of winter cover crops in 1958-59 totaled 5-4 million pounds,
down substantially from the average of 8.7 million. Imports consisted
almost wholly of crimson clover and lupine seed. Wo exports were
reported for individual winter cover crops in 1958-59. However, it is
believed that a large part of the 8.5 million pounds of "other grasses"
exported in 1958-59 were ryegrasses. Exports of all winter cover crops
during the 1948-57 average period totaled 17-9 million pounds of which
6.5 million pounds were ryegrasses.

Prices paid by farmers this fall for common ryegrass, Austrian
Winter peas, hairy vetch and common vetch were lower than last year.
But prices were higher for lupine, crimson clover and perennial rye-
grass .
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