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The purpose of this presentation is to familiariae,interested'memhers.:'.i
of the orofession nithva‘yery specific andiquiteAnnique”exerciseJinfinter-;d- L
national educatlon‘ithe program in agrlcultural economrcs at the Amerlcan
University of Belrut (AUB) in whrch I participated from 1968 to 1975 “Some
ymeanlngful 1n31ghts should emerge from the experlence as the progtam was

N

des1gned and unt11 recently well s1tuated to overcome some of the ﬁunda-'

'mental inconsistencies and dilemmas noted in programs based in the Unlted E
States (Colllns)._ : . . o y\;‘ ”

The argument expressed here is predlcated on an acquired convictién that
internatlonal tralnlng cannot successfully be conducted as an ad]unct actrv-‘
ity by U S nat10na1 educatLonal and research establlshments. 1/ That ls

\

not to say that 1nternat10na1 educatlonal programs cannot draw on expertlse

i .
in purely natlonal program but the deslgn, management and pr1nc1p1e subgect- -
matter contrlbutors must be by profe551onals g1v1ng Lhelr und1v1ded attentlon .

to international educatlon. ‘ o ‘;'-': : ‘<f'

Many of the thoughts expressed‘here'were‘generatedadnring myllastéyear

' at AUB when I was on the'Faculty Senate. It was a time'of severe'financial

and social Crlsls and ‘the very survival of many Unlver51ty programs was 1n _‘,t‘ a
question.' My CUrrent;ERS aSSLgnment in»thevtechnology assessment facet‘of d v

futures research has also influenced my thirking. _ ,

o o - 'if<. L e ;'< .
* Ray W. nghtlngale is with theXEconomlc Research Serv1ce USDA. From

1968 to 1975 he was with the American University of Belrut in Lebanpn. ,

The views expres sed here are those of the author and should not be: ‘inter-.

preted as necessarlly representing those of the U,S. Department of Agrl-"

culture or the Amerlcan University of Beirut. : : : »

1/ While not all ex1st1ng U.S. programs can be fa1r1y typed as adjunct

" the trend is increasingly in that dlrectlon.‘ The East West Center certaln-f

y, is an exception.
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While f1nanc131 difficulties and social disruptlon have sharply curtailed
all AUB programs, I nevertheless belleve there is longer term potential for
~ the reestablishment of international educatiomal activity in Lebanon. ‘With ‘
the working out of new relationships with local goﬁerning’bodies'futurebpfe;
3tams inay be e’ven’more viable than past. The eivil strife ln_ I.,_ehanon' as’id_e,
the:AUB's Succeselﬁee éenetating failure., It had becdme;e prestigeeus‘ |
ana overly elite'lnstitutloﬁ serving Lebahon and the Midéle‘East, whilekte-"
maining a private U.S. university and becoming incteaéiﬁgly dependent on
U;S. pﬁblic suppdrt. Given the history of U.S. Middle East policy and eon—
current eventsvin Lebanoh,la greet deal of credit must ge to many Arah'fachlty,‘
'graduates and'friehds of Americens as well as to thevﬁniveréity.hdmihistratienv .
for the until recently successful contlnuance of educational programs; E

Hopes and pralses for the AUB a31de the lessons learned there may have

general value.in the design of 1nternationa1 educatlonal'programs.'

Fuhdamental Intonsistencies and Dilemmes in U.S. Programs

The objective and tole; and ways of im@toving'qh intetnational training
in agrlculturel eeOnomics were extensively examihed'in'the~l974jAAEArADC ’
workshops on interhationél'training° The review of thisvexetcisex(Johhson°
Fienup, Shertz) addressed trainlng of foreign students in the continental
United States.- Many of the portrayed shortcomings of 1nternat10na1 tralnlhé

are directly related to the d1vergence between the ob]ectlves and role of

domestic U,S, university programs and the training needs and capabilities of

students from the economlcally less developed countrles of Asia.
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The prluciple‘shortcomiugs of U.S. based programs lie in'tﬁe‘necessarily
domestic'foous ofvgraduate programa, in the exposure of students*to high
material‘levels of living, and in‘the altered social outlook that}is likely ,
to-be acquired.’ These inhibit the effective performancefofvreturningAstudenta
and increase thelnumber remaining abroad. -

A highvperoentage of-U.S. agricultural,econohics~graduates return, home ;.
tovassume goﬁernmeutal administrative positious for which a narroﬁlydfoeused’
graduate training prograu poorly equips them. To further‘aggravate the prob-
alem Asxan countries have unfortunately, already establlshed elite sc1ent1fic
‘enclaves which;;n soue cases have,serlous barriers to entry. The result is a
surplus of,narrowly.trained persons ill-equipped‘both'in'terms of skill. and ~
inceutive‘to»effectively address the demandiug social uauagemeutvtaskslthey

. ) -
face,'/ o ) : , | E E v : vv .v \v

7Fortunately; andlcommendably, foreign students are not always'sheltered

- from an understanding of the difficulties posed for them by study in the United = -

States. The 1ntroduction to graduate study in the Unit ed States prepared for :
ADC fellows does‘an~exce11ent job of pointing out these problems;- The handé
book delightfully illustrates the edurlng nature of the problem by a quotatlon
from Benjamln Franklin on a 1774 Amerlcan Indian response to the 1nv1tat10n by
avcollege‘of W;lliamsburg to send six braves for "1nstruction invall the

‘learning of the white people" (Stevenson).

The Graduate Program at AUB

The Faculty of Agrlcultural Sciences at AUB was established 1n 1952 with

a grant from the Ford Foundation. Although courseworkbln agricultural economics
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has been offered to undergraduate majors in Agriculture, no dhdergraduate

degree has been offered in the field, An M.S. degree program was initi-
EO A . . <N

‘ated in the late fifties under the guidance of Dr._Gotdon Ward., By the

ear1y170;s an agricultural economics faculty of threé’was advising ten to
fifteen M,S. caﬁdidates.A The program has relied on the Department of
Economics for instruction iﬁ theory and in basic economiés statistics and
on Facul;y colieagues in rura1 socio1ogy and'agricultufal extensién for
instruction iﬁ social policy, program administration and social aspects of
the édoption»of te;hnology.

.The areas of courée offerihgs in agricultural economics have_been ag-
ricultural markets and prices, farm production and management (with emphaéis'
oh'agricultuéél credit) and agricultural‘development_principles aﬁd»policyﬂ

n Students have been strongly encouraged, and with rare exception, have‘b
choéen to conduct research in tﬁeir home community, Tﬁe fie1d‘résearch
brogram was made possible by the decision in 1967 of the then Deapbof the,
Faculty of Agricqltural Sciences, Stanley Swenson, to make budgetafy
provision for the agricultural economics, exténsioﬂ and rura1 soci61bgy
faculﬁy to accompany gfaduate advises to tﬁéir‘home country to suﬁérvise
thesi§ fesearch7on local topics. USAID has supported studént trével.as an
alternative to paying fees and tuitien for the summer academic sessiom,

Students have thus been able to spend 8 to 10 weeks researching local prob-

‘lems and faculty member advisors have been able to familiarize themselves

with agricultural development problems in the region,
This program has been attractive to students, faculty and sponsors and
has created considerable interest on the part of host countries. The program

emphasis has been on acquiring research skills and experience. = The social re-’
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search output has been downplayed and the emphasis placed on education, thus
'}avoiding the increasingly sensitive problem of obtaining research clearance l
iwhy local governments., ‘
The program at AUB has been far too small to prov1de the advanced gradu-‘ k

ate training available on large U S. agr1cultural campuses. In other‘respects

this smallness was beautiful it provided a broader scope simply becausa the o

e Faculty of Agricultural Sciences consrsted ‘of only 35 with a graduate student;~vv

body of around 130 While the total Universzty enrollment of 5000 students g
is small by today s standards, it has been served by a faculty of nearly 600
A wide spectrum of degree programs were offered Within the many nationality‘
';groups on'campus there has existed“opportunity‘for much,dialogue across‘dis-

ciplinary lines;},j o

'tThe Clientele

§ Mbst non-Lebanese graduate students in agricultunal economics.were financed
by USAID scholarshlps. As the program became established it attracted in-'if’
creasing numbers of Lebanese students, either self financed or supported by
' research grants from Lebanese institutions. In 1973 the Agricultural Devel-»
opment Counc11 commenced scholarship support. Requests by various u. N.:
‘agencies for non-degree training were simply in excess of\the capacity to
render such services, given the demand for graduate 1eve1 training.bi_‘~"

Growth in*the number of graduates was a consequence-of’a broader selection,‘

of courses and a willingness to supervise research 1n a broad number of topics,‘

SAID assisted efforts by West Asian governments (particularly Paklstan and

~ Jordon) to upgrade thetr capability in agricultural economics, and prosperity

\



fincreased awareness of the program.

'in the Lebanese agri-business sector. An additional 1mportant factor in

'~expand1ng demand ‘was the program of superv1sed the51s field research which

: The_student's'Response

ﬁ&mE t’:‘ou’ld by ms 'méaﬁgﬁaw beef ’viedea as & locality whi'ch‘ would not

_expose visitlng students to a high material level of llving. Subsequent to

»the influx of Arab 011 dollars ‘the level of 11v1ng was qulte something to behold.'

However, forelgn students seldom remained in Lebanon, where in fact agri-

Y

.cultural economists were in extremely short supply and in many respects :

agriculture was poorly developed This’ was in part due to natlonal p011c1es

on immigration and local employment preferences. In the case of some USAID

students there was a language barrier to Arab country employment resultlng

from instruction 1n English The largest number of students so affected were
the Urdu speaking Paklstanis.
The em@ha51s was ‘on a terminal M S. program and rOlatively few partici-;

pants d1d moTre advanced graduate work Very. few of the graduates falled to‘

l'return to therr home country, or to an agrlcultural unaerdeveloped neighboring

i

' Hiddle East country, or occassxonally to an African country.

| 'rhesrducamr's View

While site location academlc program and research program are 1mportant

of even greater importance is the commlttment to 1nternat10nal educat10na1

;assistance.i If U S trained scientists involved themselves only partially in-

these programs having to bear in mlnd the requirement of marntaining a pro-

fessional anchor to lee, their effectiveness will be 1mpa1red ' It is essentlal;

' _that funding and management of such programs be under the jurisdlction of a

body wholly committed to international educational and technical assistances‘

. F"’"'



and unencumbered by short.term.politicalvand.budgetaty coosideratiéns.
Whlle the AUB conveyed this committment to‘ptofessionals itiwaslless‘tﬁan l
fully s&ccessful‘in following through.’ The'University's image as;a,truely,
internat10na1 educational institution did attract people’ who ‘were profe531oqa11y'
commltted to 1nternatxona1 work. But long term f1nanc1a1 support was lacklng;j
and whlle being truly international 1t was almost 1nev1tab1e (as a polltlcal
matter) that'the 1nSt1tution came to be viewed otherWise by many in thelArabll

—~

states.i

A New Perspective?:

The AUR experience, current strategiesvforlﬁorld agricolturalldevelopment,
and our domestic debate on technolog& seem .to ﬁevto orOVide strongvevidence.
supportlng a more futurlstlc approach tovthe less advanced countrles. We must
rely less on dlsc1p11nes and more on truly 1nterdlsc1p11nary efferts to antlc-
ipate and then facllltate future development. As an example 1nhthé domestic ._
economy ‘we currently tend to admit that technology impacts are hlghly complex
that social impacts of technology must be addressed Meanwhlle, the.lntere'
national agricultural tesearch center's concentration”on the development ofi
..high yielding grains.constitgtes a‘defacto recognitioﬁ‘of the completity of
‘agricultural problems in the less developed countries; for it is an attempt
to technologically lmpact soc1et1es hard enough to bump them out of an old
equilibrium and onto a new plateau. It 1s.at 1east 1ncon31stent,.and at.mostA
perverse to so acknowlcdge the neéed to address socletal complex1ty on one 2' l.

hand and ignore it on ‘the other,



A Final Thong__

An administrative officer of the Univer31ty recently commented to me
-Jthat he no longer,had.illusions about professors, aliudingnto their pnrsuit of B
'vself interest as against service to humanity. The remark. in view of"the-mood.
on campus,iserved to reinforce my conviction that efforts of the wealthier
nations to assist economically less fortunate socleties must be embarked on

. more wholeheartedly, not less so. Recent-policies'and‘practices have'ois¥ g
iiinsioned manyohighly dedicatedland competent peopleiin the international
'tieid, - This must be corrected. We must have programs‘deeigned for‘"others";
not ekerciees in selflessness, hut programs with a very long term goal'of
improving the effectiveness with which our society interrelates w1th others.

~Internationa1 education is clearly at the heart of the. matter.yl
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