
Cultivating the Dialogue 

Social Media  

&  

Consumer Perceptions 

of Agriculture 





@vtfarmgirl 

#AgOutLook 

#USDATMS 





http://alisononline.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/4850_110475599178_607379178_2731440_8074558_n.jpg




Today’s Agenda 

1. Consumer Perceptions 

 

2. The Challenge We Face 
    

3. Social Media Solutions 

   

4. Next Steps 
 



Farming Happens Here 



Type type type type type Advertisings Happens Here 



Plants & Animals?! 









Now What? 



Type type type type type Farmers/Ranchers < 2% 





Type type type type type The other 98% 



Bridge the Gap 



1.2 Billion users 1 Billion users 241 Million users 

200 Million users 150 Million users 70 Million users 



Listen.       Organize.     Create. 



LISTEN ISTEN 



“Most people do not 

listen with the intent to 

understand; they listen 

with the intent to reply.” 

  
-Stephen R. Covey 



LISTEN! 

 
What do you 

hear?  

 
Å Concerns? 

Å Confusion? 

Å Contradiction? 



What matters to this person? 



What do you wish they knew? 



Do we have common ground? 



How can I build a bridge? 





“Most of the trouble in 

life comes from 

misunderstanding, I 

think” 

 
― L.M. Montgomery 



ά[ƛǎǘŜƴέ ¢ŀƪŜ-Aways: 

Empathy is key! 

Build understanding 

No place for negativity 

VCreate lists of Influencers 

VFollow key hashtags 
Å #GMO 

Å #AnimalLiberation 

VLearn from friends and foes 

 



     RGANIZE 



“We are only as strong 

as we are united, as 

weak as we are 

divided.”  

 
― J.K. Rowling 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  



2012: #saveBillandLou 



Connect & Learn 



Cultivate Agvocates 



Create Opportunity 



Advocate: USDA #MyFarmBill 



άhǊƎŀƴƛȊŜέ ¢ŀƪŜ-Aways: 

Social Media is a powerful way to 
connect within the ag community 

VIdentify Agvocates 

VFind strength in numbers 

VBuild your professional network 

VCreate a collective voice 

 

 



     REATE 



“Write it. Shoot it. Publish 

it. Crochet it, sauté it, 

whatever. MAKE.”  

 
― Joss Whedon 
Writer, Director, Producer  





9 million views 



Diana Prichard:  
Righteous Bacon 

Farm Blogs 



Sticky: 

Authentic 

Relatable 

Sharable 



ά/ǊŜŀǘŜέ ¢ŀƪŜ-Aways: 

You can make a difference by telling your 
story 

V{ǘŀǊǘ ǎƳŀƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎȅΗ 

VCapture & share everyday moments 

VSend a positive message 

Vά{ƘŀǊŜέ ϧ ǊŜ-post content from others 

VBe sticky: authentic, relatable, sharable 

 

 



It can’t wait 



Start Today 

Search out diverse points-of-view 

Keep an open mind 

VSearch for 3 #hashtags 

#frankenfood #factoryfarm #vegan 

VAsses their concerns, confusion, 
contradictions 

VWhat did you learn? 

 

 



Find your people! #AgOutlook 

VMake conf. connections count 
Business cards  

10 new connections! 

VMark your calendar for #AgChat 
 Tues 8-10pm EST  
 

Start Today 



VLive tweet this conference 
#AgOutlook #USDATMS 

VCommit to one ag-post per week 
Photos 
Ag Facts 
Share/Retweets 
Blog Comments 

 
 

Start Today 



We’ve Got What it Takes 

#AgOutlook 



Questions? 

@vtfarmgirl 


