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APHANOMYCES SPECIES AND 

THEIR ROOT DISEASES 


IN PEA AND SUGARBEET 


By GEORGE C. PAl'AVIZAS and \VILLIA;\! A. AYERS, 

microbiologists, Soilborne Diseases Labo1'ato1'Y, 
Nort/te((ste'/'n Region, flgl'icultul'fll Res(!wl'ch Sen'ice 

Roc·t rots of pea (Pismn sativwn L.) are incited by anyone of 
several different pathogenic fungi or by a combination of fungi. 
The most common pathogens, listed in order of their economic 
importance, are Apha;wmyces eute'iches Drechs. (125-128, 160, 
254, 289) ,1 Fusal'iuln solani (Mart.) Appel & Wr. f. sp. pisi 
(Jones) Snyd. & Hans., Pythiwn ultimwn Trow, Rhizoctonia sola1~i 
KUhn, and Ascochyta pillodella Jones (332). A. ellteiches is one of 
the most destructive pea pathogens in the commercial growing 
areas of Wisconsin (161, 313, 348, 349), Minnesota (335, 336), 
and New York (281), and it is of major economic importance in 
many other pea-growing areas in the United States {196, 253,342) 
and elsewhere (114,232). 

i-tplzanomyces root rot depends on high soil moisture for its initi­
ation and rapid spread. It is more severe in wet seasons at soil 
temperatures from 22<> to 28" C. and in soils with a high water­
retaining capacity. When soils become infested with A. e1tteiches, 
tiley may remain potentially dangerous for pea production for 
several years (303,304). No resistance has been incorporated into 
commercial pea cultivars and no fungicides are kno\vn to control 
the disease economically in the field. Crop rotations of even 10 
years may not always provide effective control of the disease. The 
only commercial "control" available is the avoidance of fields 
known to be infested with A... euteiches. 

Blackl'oot is one of the most serious diseases of sugarbeet (Beta 
vulgaris L.) in the midcontinental humid belt of the United States 
and Canada and in other sugarbeet-growing sections of the United 
States and Europe. Several pathogenic fungi, including Pythi1l'm 
spp., Phoma betae Frank, R. solani, and .4phanomyces cochlioides 
Drechs., have been implicated in causing blackroot and death of 
seedlings (45,46, 50, 105). A... cochlioides, which is the major path­
ogen in the blackl'oot complex (71, 72), is a limiting factor in 

t Italic numbers in parentheses refer to Literature Cited, p. 134. 

1 



2 TECHNICAL BULLETIN 1485, U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

sugarbeet prvduction in the United states (72,110), Ontario (146, 
200), and Europe (323-325). Continual cropping to sugarbeets 
may increase soil infestation to such an extent that it so~n becomes 
uneconomical to grow sugarbeets. 

Of 13 accepted species in the genus Aphwnomyces (283), only 
A. enteiches and A. cochlioides can be considered as plant patho­
gens of great economic importance. These two species have been 
the subject of extensive investigation for more than 40 years. 
There are about 500 publications pertaining to them. At least 15 
Ph. D. dissertations have been prepared on the two pathogens 
since 1958. Despite this, there have been no symposia or compre­
hensive reviews dealing with these two pathogens and the diseases 
they cause. Thus a review of the accumulated data is long overdue. 

This review summarizes and puts into perspective our present 
knowledge of A. euteiches and A. cochlioides and the diseases they 
cause. It also provides a critical analysis of the biological processes 
that seem relevant to the development of the diseases incited by the 
two species and to the implementation of control measures. We 
hope that this summarized information and bibliography will 
stimulate increased research, which may soon lead to a full under­
standing of the biology and ecology of the two pathogens and to 
the development of ecologically acceptable, economic control 
measures. 

HISTORICAL. REVIEW 
In 1860 deBary (88) established a new genus of aquatic fungi, 

Aphanomyces, to include several saprophytic and parasitic fungi 
observed during this period. He described germination of oospores 
of A. stellatus deBary, the type species of his new genus, which he 
maintained in water culture for 3 months. Sorokine (293) repeated 
some of deBary'S work on Aphallomyces. He observed that oospores 
of A. stellatll$ could germinate not only by germ tubes, the manner 
described by deBary, but also by producing a short germ tube that 
protruded out of the oogonial wall and formed zoospores. In 
Sorokine's experiments germination occurred only if the oospores 
remained in the light. Subsequent findings by Kasanowsky (162) 
on A. laevis deBary closely paralleled those of deBary. Kasanowsky 
observed germinating oospores of A. laevis for the first time. His 
drawings, however, indicated that he was most probably dealing 
with a type more nearly resembling the Swiss form of A. laevis 
described as A. helicoides by Minden (213) than the one originally 
described by deBary. 

Peters (245) reported the outbreak of a disease called "Wurzel­
brand," which severely affected sugarbeets throughout Germany. 
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According to his account, the disease was caused by P?JthiU1n 
deba;'-LJ';t/num Hesse, Phoma. betae, and a species of Aphanomyces. 
Because of the absence of protuberances from the oogonial wall 
and a certain degree of similarity in the appearance and size 0.£ 
the female organs to those of A. laevis, the parasite causing 
"\Vurzelbrand," together with p, debal'yanwn and P. betae, was 
identified as A.. laetlis. L~ter in a more complete account of the 
three sugarbeet pathogens, Peters (246) continued to regard the 
form of AphanoJnyces from sugarbeets 8S identical with A. [aevis 
despite certain ditl'erences from deBary's (88) original description 
of A. laevi.'!. Barrett (33) reported A. Zae'vis as the cause of black­
root rot of radishes that had been observed frequently throughout 
the United States. Later Kendrick (163) named the radish ·water 
mold A. raphani KendI'. 

In 1913 Edson (104) reported that i1. laevis was involved in the 
damping-off and root rot complex of sugarbeets in the United 
States. Later he (106) observed that the American fungus was not 
identical with the European beet parasite. His water mold differed 
morphologically from deBary's .4. laevis in the method of zoospore 
formation, and he assigned it to a new genus and species, which he 
named Rheospol'angi'Wln aphanidennatmn Edson. The new genus 
was subsequently placed in the genus Pythi7t1n (111) and the 
sugarbeet blackroot pathogen was referred to as P. aphanide1'­
matwn (Edson) Fitz. vVith the assignment of the water mold to 
the genus Pythimn, reference to A.. laevis as an active cause of 
blackroot of sugarbeets in the United states came to an end, As 
a result of the early taxonomic work on A, laevis and its early 
association with "Wurzelbrand" of sugarbeets by Peters (245), 
the binomial A.. liLevis has been cited rather frequently in the 
European litet'ature among the names of parasitic fungi respon­
sible for blackroot. 

Drechsler (100) named and described A. cochlioides Drechs., 
which he originally isolated from diseased sugarbeet seedlings in 
Michigan. In a more complete account he (101) demonstrated the 
pathogenicity of it. cochlioides on sugarbeet seedlings and stated 
that his A. cochlioides was probably identical with the water mold 
causing "\Vurzelbrand" of sugarbeets in Germany and other 
European countries. 

A. ente'iches Drechs. was first reported by Drechsler (99) and 
described by Jones and Drechsler (160) as a new parasite inciting 
root rot of peas. Jones and Drechsler observed that their new 
pathogen invaded the root cortex and the basal stem of peas and 
developed thick-walled oospores in the rotted tissue. They con­
sidered the oospores to be the stage of the pathogen responsible 
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for prolonged survival in soil. They reported that common root rot 
of peas had been present in the United States for a long period 
prior to 1925. They also stated that the disease occurs in all 
pea-growing regions of the country and that it is more important 
than ail other diseases of peas combined. 

Root rots of peas and sugarbeets began to attract serious atten­
tion very soon after the inception of the pea-canning industry and 
about the time Drechsler described .4.. ellteichcs and A. cochlioides. 
In 1924 Coons (66) observ<!i that the preceding crop affected the 
incid:=!nce of blackroot or sugarbeets. In 192<1 Jones and Linford 
(161) performed an elaborate and extensive sUJ'vey to determine 
the importance of various pea diseases in Wisconsin and published 
one of the fir~t classical paperB on .4.. cllteiches in 1925. They 
considered A pli ((110 111 I/CCS root rot as the most important disease 
of peas in Wisconsin. 

From 1889. when the first canning fadories werle established in 
Wisconsin, until about 1912, almost all canning companies owned 
land for pea cultinltion. As many as 10 successive pea crops were 
grown on company-owned land in many instances. The 7Nisconsin 
Agricultl1l'al Experiment Station became interested in the disease 
problems of the cann5ng industry where pea crops began to fail 
after 1910 HS a result of this rather intensive pea monoculture, 
especially in wet locations. It did not take long for scient.ists to see 
the effect of early land management policies on the pea-canning 
industry and to conclude that peas could not be growE successfully 
when they were continuously cropped on the same fields. 

By 1915, on the advice of the experiment station scientists, the 
companies began growing less acreage of peas on company-owned 
land and increased the number of farmers under contract to grow 
peas for the campa ''1ies. 'Vith more contract farming, pea cultiva­
tion was dispersed, resulting in less disastrous and less frequent 
crop failures. Thi~ lnanagement policy change allowed the pea­
canning industry in Wisconsin to expand to such an extent that by 
1924 canning peas w,are grown on 102,000 acres, w';h 135 plants 
processing the yield, which was worth $7 million. 

Research on .4.. elltciclies has continued to increase since 1925. 
In the late 1940's and early 1950's Minnesota (335, 342), Wis­
consin (:285, 348), and New York (280, 282) and several State 
institutions and private companies undertook an extensive pro­
gram to study root rot epidemiology and survival of the pea water 
mold and to develop pea lines resi::,tant to disease and other control 
measures for A. cute-iches. 

In addition to the early classical work of Drp.chsler, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture also undertook an extensive research 
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program on the physiology and control of A. euteiches that resulted 
in several publications (85,86,234,235,238,239). Investigations 
also intensified in number and scope on A. cochlioides in various 
States and by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which pioneered 
in the de'.'elopment of various sugarbeet strains tolerant or re­
sistant to A. cochlioicles (41, 42, 63, 64, 68, 74-76, 112, 269, 272, 
;274) . 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 

A. cutcic/tes occurs in North America, Europe, and Australia. 
Tn the United States it was found in practically every pea-growing 
district that was thoroughly investiL~ated. It occurs frequently, 
and often destructively, in the Eastern and Central States (fig. 
I,.A) . 

In the United States it is found in Wisconsin (90, 161, 313), 
Minnesota (:2.94, 885), and Michigan (188, 196) ; in New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia (99, 125, 126), where it was 
thought to be the most important primary cause of pea root rot; in 
Connecticut (111) and New York (254,255) ; in Utah, Idaho, and 
Montana, where it appears to be unimportant (160, 165,258) ; in 
the Pacific Northwest, where it seldom appears to be severe except 
in irrigated land (160) ; in the Southeastern United States (116, 
25.9.317,318); and in Ontario, Canada (201). 

A. ellteiches appears to be very important in the States bordering 
the Great Lakes, where soil moisture is high during the spring and 
summer and where most of the peas are grown in the United 
States. In New York, for instance, A. ellteiches was found in six 
of 10 counties examined in 1937 and in nine of 10 examined in 
1940 (254). On the other hand, it was isolated infrequently and 
appeared to be unimportant in Ontario and the Western United 
States. 

In northern Europe A. ellteiches was discovered in the Seine-et­
Oise district of France, where it caused heavy losses in 1932-33 
(174,175) ; in England and Wales (34,123,249) ; in Norway (299, 
800), southern Sweden, where it caused great economic losses regu­
larly (282), and Denmark (122, 290-292) ; and in the noncherno­
zem zone of the U.S.S.R. (172, 173) (fig. 1, B). It was found in 
Jamaica (288), Australia (311), and Tasmania (4,111,.,298). 

Reports from Tasmania on the importance of A. e1deiches are 
contradictory. Geach (111,.) observed great losses on gray peas in 
Tasmania incited by A. euteiches. The average pea yield for 
1933-34 was 18.4 bushels per acre. Because of A. euteiches, the 
yield was reduced to about 10 bushels per acre or less, and in some 
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"reas only the amount of seed sown was harvested (114). Later 
the impression was given by Geal'd (11,5) that A. el!teiches ceased 
to be troublesome in the Longford-Cressy area of Tasmania be­
cause the growers learned to avoid poorly drained fields. This view 
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FIGlTRE I.-Distribution of rl1)h(l1!omyces euteiches (open circles) and A. 
cochlioides (solid circles) based on the literature: it, United states and 
Canada; B, EuroP€'. 
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was not shared by Stubbs (298), who found that A. euteiches, 
together with other root pathogens, forced abandonment of pea 
production in some areas in Tasmania. 

A. cochlioides occurs in America and Europe (fig. 1). It is a 
pathogen of major importance in Minnesota and Iowa (46, 209, 
806,889.,347), Ohio (72,316), the Dakotas (46,834), Montana 
(9, 10, 18, 220), and Washington (56). In the southwestern part 
of the Province of Ontario ,ft. cochlioides causes serious losses on 
sugarbeets (149, 200). Other, but less frequent, observations of 
the fungus in the United States have been reported in California 
(152,176) and in southern Alberta, Canada (78). In Germany 

....1. cochlioicle.'i has been a serious pathogen of sug<u;"'eets for many 
decades (1-3, 245, 247, 823). According to the German Biological 
Institute at Dahlem (247), the blackroot pathogen was responsible 
for 11 percent of the total cases of root rot of beets from 1906 to 
1908. Sporadic reports are found in the literature for the occur­
rence of A. cochlioicles in Austria (211), England (248), Sweden 
(27), Hungary (124), and Denmark (118). The "caida" disease 
of sugarbeets incited by A. cochlioides is considered responsible for 
considerable losses of young plants in the fields of Chile (295, 
$;2;2, 828). 

DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO SOIL DEPTH 

AND TYPE 


Reports have been only sporadic on the distribution of A. e1dei­
ches and ..L cochZioides in relation to'loil depth. A,. cochlioides was 
found to be most abundant in the top 2 inches of Brookston clay 
loam soil in Ontario (200). The pathogen could be detected down 
to 6' inches but not at 8 inches. Burke et al. (52) determined 
A. euteiches populations at various depths in "root rot" and "non­
root rot" soils in southern Wisconsin by growing pea seedling~ in 
soil samples and determining the disease severity indexes. More 
A. eatciC'hes pathogen was detected in the plowed layer than in 
subsoils in nine of 12 pea "root rot" fields and in two of 12 "non­
root rot" fields. From these limited observations it appears that 
A. enteiches and A. cochlioides are found primarily in the plowed 
layer of soil (0-6 inches) in infested fields. 

In regard to soil type, A. cochlioides was isolated in great abun­
dance by McKeen (200) from clay soils in Ontario, Canada. On the 
contrary, A. euteiches was isolated in New York by Reinking 
(254) from plants growing in a variety of soils differing in 
reaction (pH 5.4-7.5) and texture. In 1940 A. e1deiches was found 
by Reinking in Ontario, Fox gravely, silty clay (bottom land and 
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upland), and silt loams. It was not found in soils that never had 
peas before, but it was abundant in silty clay loam previously 
cropped to peas neal' Geneva, N.Y. Earlier data on the soil type 
favoring A. euteiches (161, 3.Z8, 315) are somewhat at variance 
with those of Reinking. According to these investigators, develop­
ment of A. euteiches root rot of peas was favored more in heavy 
clay soils than in light soils. 

Walker and Hare (313) showed that there was some relation­
ship of soil type to A. enteiches root rot severity. The Disease 
Severity Index (DSI) was higher in peas grown in clay soils than 
in other soils; however, they could not detect a direct correlation 
of DSI and water-holding capacity (WHC) of the soil type, since 
loams and prairie soils are expected to have higher WHC than 
sandy loams. No explanation was offered by Walker and Hare as 
to why peas in sandy soils had the same DSI as those in loam soils. 
It is highly probable that the soils used by Walker and Hare had 
different inoculum potential of A. euteiches to begin with. More 
research is needed to clarify the interrelationships among soil 
texture and WHC, inoculum density, and disease potential of 
...L eute'iches. 

ECONOMIC D[PORTANCE 
Estimation of crop losses caused by A. e71teiches and A. coch­

li&ides from yield figmes is extremely difficult since numerous 
other factors may be responsible for variation in yield. Because 
of the almost universal association of .4.phanorn?Jces with other 
parasitic and quasi-parasitic fungi, it is even more difficult to 
ascertain the precise proportion of economic losses due to Aphano­
myces and to estimate its exact economic importance. Unless a 
plant is dead or dying from flphanomyces, it often is not reported 
in disease surveys or ;.ts condition may be attributed to other 
causes. 

Aplwllornyces euteiches 
Zallmeyer (33;2) stated concerning pea diseases that "taking the 

country as a whole, more loss is believed to be caused by root rots 
than by any other single disease and possibly more than by all 
other diseases combined." A. enteiches was considered by Zau­
meyer as one of the most important pathogens in the pea root rot 
complex. The common root rot of peas incited by A. euteiches is 
considered a limiting factor in pea production in the Midwest and 
elsewhere in the United States (313, 335). In Minnesota, for 
instance, it is estimated conservatively that A. e1lteiches may 
account for 80 percent of the root rots of peas (342). 
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A. ellteiches is also of major economic importance in other areas 
of the world. Common root rot was of major importance on gray 
peas in the Longford-Cressy area of Tasmania in the 1920's and 
1930's (114), in some pea-growing regions of the nonchernozem 
zone of the U.S.S.R. (172, 173), and in Sweden (232). During 
some years when the temperature and moisture are favorable for 
A. enteiches development the damage can be so important in 
Sweden that the crop is not harvested. 

A. euteiches can be found in almost every field where peas can 
be grown. In the middle 1920's J ones and Drechsler (160) believed 
that as much as 25 percent of the total acreage of peas in the 
Eastern and Central United States was infested with A. euteiches. 
Jones and Linford (Un) also estimated that thousands of acres 
were severely damaged by this pathogen each year. 

The results of the disea::;e survey, conducted by Jones and 
Linford in which 688 fields comprising 5,416 acres were examined, 
showed that root rot was present in 32 percent of the fields and 
11 percent were severely infested. Of the fields examined, 48 per­
cent had their first crop of peas and root rot was rarely encoun­
tered. However, of the fields where the fifth crop of peas was grow­
ing, 56 percent were severely infested. The total loss in inspected 
fields was estimated by Jones and Linford at 8 percent of the total 
yield. As a result of this survey, they concluded that the root rot 
pathogen was more destructive than all other fungal and bacterial 
diseases of peas combined. Jones and Drechsler (160) also con­
cluded that it, euteiches was destructive in every pea-growing area 
of the United States, rendering many thousands of acres un­
profitable or destroyed every year. 

Smith and Walker (2S!) estimated that root rot due to A. eu­
teiches may cause a reduction in yield equivalent to 10 percent of 
the total crop in a year with favorable environmental conditions 
for root rot development in Wisconsin. In another pea disease 
survey in Wisconsin, Walker and Hare (313) compared pea yields 
in fields showing no disease or slight disease with yields in fields 
showing moderate to severe root rot. The yield in the latter fields 
varied from 8 to 34 percent less than that in fields with zero to 
slight root rot. They estimated that the average loss from 
A. cuteiches root rot in moderately or severely affected fields was 
25 to 30 percent. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (30S) estimated that root 
rot of green peas caused by several soilborne fungi, primarily 
A. euteiches, resulted in a 10-percent average annual loss during 
1951-60 in the United States. This represents an annual loss of 
about 1,142,080 hundredweight or $5.2 million. This figure is an 
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underestimate of actual losses because it includes losses only on 
peas for the fresh market and processing but not on dry peas, In 
addition to these <lirect losses in quantity, infections by A. euteiches 
may also result in inferior pea quality, uneven maturation, and 
prolonged abandonment of pennelds. 

Aphanomyces cochlioides 

A. cochlioides more than any other factor limits production of 
sugarbeets in many areas of the United states. The low sugarbeet 
yields in the humid area of the United States in the past can 
definitely be attributed to poor stands as a result of blackroot and 
to the continuous deteriorating effect of the chronic phase of 
A. cochlioides on the crop (73, 109, 110, 3.47). Great economic 
losses are caused by A. cochlioicles on sugarbeets in Western 
Germany (296, 297, 323), central Chile (323), and Canada (1.49, 
200). In the North Central States and in Canada it is not un­
common for a large acreage of sugarbeets to be abandoned in the 
spring because of blackroot, which results in poor, gappy stands. 
This condition not only results in serious economic losses but also 
upsets the crop rotation schedules. 

During the most serious phaRe of damping-off, the post­
emergence phase, stands may be either completely destroyed or 
reduced to an extent that it becomes questionable whether they 
should be saved, even though following the period of high mor­
tality, the surviving seedlings show evidence of "coming out" of 
blackroot (1.49). Since field stands below 80 percent of full stand 
are not compensated by the larger remaining plants, the damping'­
off phase results in significant loss of yield. Abandonment of fields 
because of blackroot may have a consequent depressing effect on 
future acreage planted to sugarbeets. Despite the high cash value 
anticipated from an acre of sugarbeets, the grower may hesitate 
to plant sugarbeets following a serious outbreak of blackroot when 
faced with the possibility of another partial or total crop 10s3. 
Sugar factories then cannot contract sufficient acreage for profit­
able operations within reasonable economic shipping distances. 
Factories must depend on scattered, reduced, acreage and obtain 
beets from longer distances at higher cost. 

Reduction in sugarbeet stands may also affect mechani.zation 
processes on which the industry depends so much. Mechanical 
thinning may not be applied safely to fields in which the dri.ll rows 
show axtensive plant gaps. In addition to stand reductions during 
the acute blackroot phase and all the undesirable secondary effects 
of this reduction, many of the remaining plants will continue to 
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suffer from the chronic phase. The damping-off problem thus 
expands and extends into a chronic root disease problem in the 
remaining stand until harvest. The result is abandonment of 
acreage or expensive replanting during a busy season. 

In a survey of 117 sugarbeet fields in western Washington con­
ducted by Campbell (56) during the summer of 1937, blackroot 
ranged from a fraction of 1 percent to 95 percent of the fields. 
Certain fields showed no losses. Others were so severely damaged 
by the disease that the farmers had to abandon them. A study 
made by Lill (18.4) showed for a typical sugarbeet district in the 
United States that the average stand of beets over a 5-year period 
ranged from 63 to 69 percent, so low that l'oot yields could not 
reach half the normal production. Studies conducted by Coons 
et a1. (72) showed that in the blackroot complex .4. cochlioides 
was the most important organism in causing greatly reduced yield. 
Pyth£mn spp., Phoma betae, and Rhizoctonia solani were amenable 
to control, at least to some extent, by seed treatments with fungi­
cides. In contrast, the chronic disease caused by A. cochlio-ides 
could not be controlled. 

Although there are few estimates of the actual losses in sugar­
beets, Schneider (3.47) reported that on the average more than 
10-percent reduction occurred in sugar production each year in the 
humid areas of the United States. Stands may have been reduced 
as much as 30 to 40 percent by A. cochlioides in most of the fac­
tory districts where blackroot occurred. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (308) estimated very conservatively that blackroot 
alone caused an average annual loss of 1 percent over a 10-year 
period. In the United States this represents an average loss of 
approximately 200,000 tons of sugarbeets worth $2.4 million, This 
does not include losses incurred by the chronic phase of A, coch­
Uoides. If one assumes that A. cochlioides reduces yields of sugar­
beets throughout the world by an average of 1 percent, then the 
1964 world loss equaled 2.2 million tons of sugarbeets (309), If the 
value of sugarbeets was $12 per ton in 1964, the total world loss 
of sugarbeets due to the acute phase of A. cochlioides was approxi­
mately $26.5 million. 

HOST RANGE 
Several lists of plants that may be parasitized by A. e~tteiches 

or A. cochlioides can be found. in the literature. With few excep­
tions, these lists contain an incomplete and limited amount of 
information and they shouid therefore be utilized or interpreted 
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with caution. Their deficiencies usually stem from the following 
facts: 

(1) Although some of the hosts were evaluated by observing 
plants grown in field soil infested with Apha1lOmyces, most of the 
hosts were evaluated by growing plants in sterilized media in­
oculated with known isolates of the pathogen. It is possible that 
plants tested as hosts of A.phanomyces in media free of other 
micro-organisms, where antagonism to the pathogen is practically 
nonexistent, would be less susceptible to the pathogen in natural 
soil in the greenhouse and least susceptible in the field. 

(2) With few exceptions, there was no attempt to standardize 
the kind and concentration of inoculum used or to use more than 
one isolate of the pathogen. 

(3) Most investigators employed only one cultivar of the host 
plants to be tested. Had they used different cultivars, different 
kinds of plants, or even different sets of environmental conditions, 
results on the host range might have been different. 

When a plant species is reported more than once in the literature 
as a host of .4. cutciches or A. cocldioides, the year the reference 
was published indicates who reported the plant first as a host. If 
an artificial inoculum was used, the investigator who performed 
the experiment was listed as the authority for the report. In­
complete host lists were also used, but the proper host binomials, 
common names, and authorities were supplied from other sources." 
Because of variations in the nomenclature of the hosts of Apha­
'I/omyces through the years, it is extremely difficult to cite with 
certainty the total number of species parasitized by A. enteiches 
and A. cochUoides. 

Ap/wllomyces e,tteiches 

It is difficult to establish a working concept of the meaning of 
"host range" in .4. ellte'iches. Consequently, the host list of this 
pathogen (table 1) represents at best only an approximation of the 
host range of this fungus. Unfortunately, with few exceptions, 
most of the parasitization studies of plants other than peas have 
been performed by pure culture inoculations. Haenseler (126) and 

2 The following references were consulted for supplying host binomials and 
common names not supplied by the original papers or for possible synonymy: 
(1) Bailey, L. H., "Manual of Cultivated Plants," rev. ed., 1116 pp., illus., 
The nfacl\lillan Co., London and New York, 1~!9. (2) Bailey, L. H., The 
Standard Cyclopedia of Horticulture," 3639 pp., illus., The MacMillan Co., 
London and New York, 1930. (3) Seymour, A. B., "Host Index of the Fungi 
of North America," 732 pp., Harvard Uniy. Press, Cambridge, 1929. 
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Linford (185) tested the susceptibility of many hosts to it. ell­
teiches by planting the species in naturally infested soil. Few sub­
sequent investigators (102, 114, 1.45) used nonsterile soil for 
limited host range studies. The new and more numerous system­
atic host range studies in table 1 are based on pure culture inocula­
tions employing entire plants (59, 107, 287, 335) or excised root 
tips of plants (335, 336). Although these studies iu sterile media 
provide an extensive host list, the question still remains whether 
all these plants may actually be attacked by A. ellteiches in the 
field. 

TABLJ-} l.-P[(l}/t species reported a~ hosts of 

Aphanomyces euteiches 


Host 	 Common name Reference 

ALlSMATACEAE 

Eehhwdonls brel'ipeciicellat!!s Buch Amazon sword plant Ridings and 
Zettler (259). 

A~[ARANTIIACEA~] 

.. lIlW·I·(tl!tllIIs 'rt!tro/le:ws L Red root pigweed Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287), Carl­
son (336). 

CARYOPII YLLACEAE 

Lyclmill alblt ?lill White cockle Cal:lson (336). 

CllE1':OPOOIACEAE 

Betn l'H/ga,ris L Garden beet .Do. 
Chenopodium uZbumL Lambsquarters .. Do. 
Kochi(t scoparia (L.) Schrad Fireweed Do. 
Spillacin a/entee(/, L Spinach _Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 
(287) , Carl­
son (336). 

COMPOSITAE 

EU/iu.torilllll rllgosl(l/l Houtt White snakeroot Carlson (336). 

Heliant/ws (lJl1tlWS L Sunflower .. Do. 
. _. Mix (219).Lactllecb satit'u, L.t 	 Lettuce 

[J. satit"Ct L do ." " . Carlson (336). 

Sanclws (trl'ellsis L Sowthistle .Do. 

CR{TCIFERAE 

Brassiea oiernee(lo var. ea,pitata L Cabbage 	 .Do. 

.Do.
Lepiditttn satit'U/n L PepPel'grass 


Ral)hallUS S(l,tit'IlS L Radish Do. 


Cl'CURBITACEAE 


Cllcumis sn,lit'us L Cucumber Do. 


S~C [<><1(o<Il<- nl end of tnhle. 
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TABLE I.-Plant- species reported a-s hosts of Aphanomyces 
euteiches-Continued 

Host 	 Common name Reference 

GRAMlNEAE 

;-h'cnlt SlttiVlt L.t Oat __ •• Geach (114). 
it. sativa L do . Carley (385), 

Carlson 
(886) . 

Dcwtylis glomerata L ......... Orchardgrass .. Carlson (886). 
HontcltlIL ,t'ltlg(lre L Barley ... Do. 
PCtltiCILIIL milhtceum L Proso Do. 
P/Htlaris (tl"wldillltCClt L Reed canarygrass .. Do. 
Setctrict itltl/Clt (L.) Beauv German foxtail millet Do. 
Sorg/tu.ttl, bicolol' (L.) 110ench Sorghum, Waconia 

sorghum .•Do. 
TriticHIIL (lcsti'uul/t L Wheat ... Carley (885)! 

Carlson 
(886) . 

Zen 	TlWYS L Corn .. . . Haenseler 
(126), Car­
ley (385). 

Z. mays val'. sacchm'atn (Sturtev.) 
Bailey Sweet corn ... Carlson (886). 

LEGUMlNOSAE 

,I st1"((galllS cicel' L Milkvetch ...... Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Cicer (Lrietimon L . Chickpea .... _._ .• _. ... Do . 
Grotala';n. spectabilis Roth .. Snowy crotalaria ... Do. 
Cynmopsis tet,l'ltgonolobn (L.) Taub Guar .Do. 
Glycine '/I!(IX (L.) Merr • Soybean ........ ___ Haenseler 

(126), Car­
ley (835), 
Carlson 
(S86) • 

Linford (185).LathYI'/ls sp 
[,. cieem, L · Flatpod pea . _ Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 
(287) . 

[,. hirstltus L Rough pea . . '" "'" __Do. 
[,. lnti/olius L · Pel-'ennial pea ........ Linford (185). 

L. 	 odorntns L.t Sweetpea ... __ Geach (114), 
Linford 
(185) . 

L. 	odoratlls L do .. • Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

[,. tingitanns L .. . .... Tangier pea. Do. 

S"" footnote lIt end or tabl,·. 
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TABLE I.-Plant species reported as hosts 0/ Aphanomyces 
euteiches-Contin ned 

Host 

LEGUlIIINOSAE-Con. 

Lotus cO/"lliC:lliatus L 

Lltpiults ltttens L 

Meciicago lupltlin(~ L 
M. orbiclti(tris (L.) All 
M. polymol'pha L 
M. seL/ira L.l 
M. IwtivCL L 

Jleli/oms alba neSr.l. 

M. alba Desl' 

.ll. o/ficinalis (L.) Lam 

OlLob,-ychict t·iciijolia, Scop 

Ornithoplts s(Ltit'l(s Brot 
Phaseollls IIurellS Roxb 

P. illnntus L 

Common name 

Birdsfoot trefoil 

• ~ . Yellow lupine 

Black medic . 
. Button medic 
Burclovel' 
Alfalfa 

do 

White sweetclover 

do 

Yellow sweetclover 

. Sainfain 

Common sel'l'adilla 
. ftlung bean .. 

• Lima bean 

Reference 


Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 

(287) , Carl· 
son (886). 

.. Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Linford (185). 
Haenseler 

(126) , 
Schmitthen· 
ner (262), 
Shel'\\'ood 
and Hage­
dorn (287), 
Carlson 
(886) . 

. Geach (114), 
Linford, 
(185) . 

• Haenseler 
(12£i), Sher­
wood and 
Hagedorn 
(287), Carl­
son (836). 

Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) , Carl­
son (.'186). 

Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

.. Do. 
Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 
(287), Carl­
son (.'1.'16) • 

..• _Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Se" Jootnotc lit end oC table, 
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TABLE l.-Plant speC'ies 1'eported as hosts of Aphanomyces 
euteiches-Continued 

Host 

LEGlIMINOSAE-Con. 

P. tluiflal'is .L 

['islon satit'/tIIL L 

P. S(ttil'ilIIL subsp. (!7't'('l!se (L.) Poir 

7'1·tJolilOlL hybridUln L 

T. iW:ltrna.tlllll L 
T. 	pro.tellse L 

'1'. 'l'l.'llcns L 
'1'. subterl'(lJlI'/WL L,l 
Vida Itl!flllstifo{[(t L.l 

V. bellfl/wiel!sis L 
V. dasyc(I'I'jltt Ten.1 

V. riaSl/ccl'I'pa Ten 

I'. ('I'vilin {L.) WiIld. l 

V. erl'ili':!. (L.) Wi\ld 
V. jnb(t L 
V. IlIlgens Batt,l 
V. giganten Hook.1 

r', l1Ionuntlw. Retz.l 

Common name Refel'ence 

' . Bean " Haenseler 
(126), Sher· 
wood and 
Hagedorn 
(287), Car. 
ley (335), 
Carlson 
(386) • 

. Garden pea Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) I Carl. 
son (386). 

Field 	pea " Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Alsike clover .. Haenseler 
(126) I Sher· 
wood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) I Carl­
son (386). 

Crimson clover Do. 
Red clover ., . " Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 
(287) , Carl­
son (386) . 

. White clover ., ...• __ •.. Do. 
Subterranean clover Geach (.11.0. 
Narrowleaf vetch Geach (114), 

Linford 
(185) . 

Purple vetch Geach (114). 
. Wollypod vetch '. Linford (185) . 

.do 	 Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Bitter vetch ....• Geach (114). 
.do .' " .......... Linford (185). 

, Broadbean . _." "•• Carlson (886). 
Scarlet vetch ..., "" Linford (185). 

... Do. 
Geach 	(114), 

Linford 
(185) . 

See f<>Otno«' lit ~Ild Qf lnblc. 
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TABLE l.-Plcmt species 1-eported as hosts of Aphanomyces 
euteiches-Continued 

Host 

L£GCM1;-10S,U:-COll. 

\'. /lft1l.1LOllicn Crantz l 

V. }J(mllonicn Crantz 

1'. slltil.'(~ L.l 
1-'. S(tUl'n L 

1'. 100!/Hstilolict (I..) Walp 

\'. dUos(/, Roth 

ULlACEAE 

.. lllium cepet L 

Ll:-<ACEAf; 

[AlLum lIsitCLtiSsil1w/It L 

MAT"YACEAE 

Maim rotlC1uUjolin L 

PINACEAE 

Pic('(. 1!1t!/I.'IIllCL/l1I it Parry ex Ellgelm 
PillllS b(luksimwLamb 
Pseudo/sHgn IIwllziesii (ulirb.) 

Franco 

POLYGO:-<ACEAE 

Rumex acetosa L 

PORTULACACEAE 

Portulaca. olenlceo. L 

SCROl'Hl!LARIACEAf: 

1!l!rbascltll! thapSlls L 

SOLANACEAE 

LycopCl'sictl1ll (JsculenttOn Mill.' 
L. esclLlwtUJit Mill 

Sec (ool!lol~ nt enu ot ltl~l<·. 

Common name 

Hungadan vetch 
do 

Common vetch 
do 

CQWpeU 

Hairy vetch 

Onion 

Round leaved mallow 

Engelmann spruce 
Jack pine 

. Douglas-fir 

Garden sorrel 

Common purslalle 

• Common mullein 

Tomato 

do 


Reference 


Linford (18.5). 

Sherwood and 


Hagedorn 

(287) . 

1Jinfonl (18.5). 
Sherwood and 

Hagedorn 
(287) . 

. Hnenseler 
(l2G) , Sher­
wood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) . 

Haenseler 
(121.1), Carl­
son (SSG). 

Carlson (SSG). 

. _ . Sherwood and 
Hagedorn 
(287) , Carl­
son (,'136). 

Cadson (SSlJ). 

Eliason (107). 
Do. 

Do . 

Carlson (38G). 

Do. 

Do . 

.McKeen (199). 

. Carlson (9SI;). 



18 TECHNICAL BULLETIN 1485, U.S. DEP'r. OF AGRICULTURE 

TABLE I.-Plant species reported as hosts of Aphanomyces 
euteiches-Continued 

Host Common name RefF;rencc 

SOLANACEAE-Con. 

Capsicum /,I'utesc6ns L.' Peppel' ._.Mix (219). 
Sol(Lltlm~ meiongenct L.' , Eggpla'lt Do. 

Ul\IBELLIFERAE 
Apiuln gnweoiells L. val'. dulce 

(Mill.) Pers.l Celery _D~:C'an et al. 
(92). 

lhlllel/l> ('{l'l'otCt L . Carrot " Carlson (88£i). 

VIOT.ACEAE 

Violn ('OI'lIntCt L Pans~' ...•• _.'Meurs (210). 
V. "I'je%r L do .Meurs (210), 

Carlson 
(886) . 

J rnfect~'!l as c\cterminE'd by pathogenicity tests in non sterile, naturally in­
fested soil. In all other hosts, infliction detennined from artificial inoculation. 

Carley's data (8S5) suggested that the host list of A. euteiches 
(table 1) would be re<1uced if the plant species were grown in 
natural soil infested with the pathogen. His root tip inoculation 
experiments in the laboratory indicated that beans, corn, m~ts, 
soybeans, and ,vheut were susceptible to A. euteiches. His green­
house studies with the use of a mixed vermiculite culture contain­
ing four .isolates of A. euteiches showed that beans were suscepti­
ble, corn slightly susceptible, oats and wheat weakly parasitized, 
and soybeans and tomatoes immune. In field studies Carley (385) 
was able to isolate the pathogen from beans and peas only. 

A considerable amount of contradictory information exists in 
the literature as to whether certain plant species are hosts of 
A. ellteiches. For instance, Drechsler (99) reported that tomatoes 
were susceptible to A,. e'llteiches, but Carley (SSS) could not verify 
it. Sherwood and Hagedorn (287) reported that barley, corn, 
lettuce, oats, onion, pansy, rye, soybeans, and other plants were 
immune to .4. euteiches, whereas Carlson (8S6) and others (210, 
835) found some of them to be sllsceptible to some extent. Several 
other similar examples could be cited. 

Aplwllomyces cochlioides 

Drechsler (100, 101) was the first to demonstrate the patho­
genicity of .4. cochlioides on sugarbeets. Buchholtz (46) and 
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McKeen (200) showed that Amaranthus l'et1·o!le::t·us (pigweed) 
and Chenopocl'illm (llbwn (lambsquarters) belonging to the fami­
lies Amal'anthaceae and Chenopodiaceae, l'espectively, were also 
hosts of A. cochlioides under sterile conditions (table 2). 

'rABLE 2.-Plant species l'epol'tecl as hosts of 
Aphanomyces cochlioides 

Host 	 Common name Reference 

AIZ()A('[lA.~ 

ilIollil(/a l"'l'tiC'illata L Cal'petweed Schneider (273). 
'l'etl'agoHict tetragoniaities (Pall.) 

Ktge New Zealand spinach Do. 

AMARANTIIACEAE 

..lnw)·(mthtLs blitoities Wats Prostrat<.> pigweed Do. 
Buchholtz (.46), tLI'<!trojlexus L Pigweed 

McKeen (200) I 

Schneider 
(278) . 

Cor.kscomb Schneider (273). 
(Jo11tJlitrwa globosa, L Globe amaranth Do. 
Ct!lasia, !lJ'gel!tea L 

CAHY01'IIYLLACE,UJ 

CI;'/"(!~~ilL1lL sp.t Mouse-ear chickweed Do . 
. _Do.[)iltHt/t1t1> chinellsis L Rainbow pink: 


Lychuis nlba ~Iill White cockle .Do. 

L. (,/, aicecioniC(L L.t 	 Maltese cross _ _ .Do. 

__ Do.SltpO)!(Ll'ia o('YlltOldes L Bouncing-bet 
S. 	ajfic-ilwlis L.1 Bouncing-bet, soap­

wort Do. 

t'IIENOI'ODIAC'EM': 

Bet(L lal/!(ttogOl!(L Fisch. &: Mey 	 Do. 
Do.B. flCttellal'is 	Moq 

_Do.B. l)(ttlli(L Ait 
___ Do.H. trigylll£ Waldsto &: Kit 

.... __ Buchholtz (.46),ISugarbeet 
Drechsler! (101) , McKeen 

I 
 (200) , 

SchneiderB. t·ltl[J(lI·is L 	 '\ 

! (273) . 
ITable beet _... _Schneider (273), 
I Downie (339). 

__ Schneider (273) . I"langei 
. ,, ___ Do. _ 

Lambsqual'ters .. Buchholtz (.46), 
B. t'nlgal'is val'. dc/a L . Chard 
Chenopodium (LlbltllL L 

McKeen (200) I 

Schneider 
(278) . 

s~~ foolll"t~ nt ~nd of table. 
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TABLE 2.-Plant species reported as hosts of Aphanomyces 
cochlioides-Continl.led 

Common name Heference 

CllENOl'\)OIA<:EAE--Con. 

Kochin 8copa1'ia (L.) Schrad_ Fireweed ~ Schneidp'l" 
(278) . 

K. 8co]lnricL val". cl!ita. Farwell Mexican burning bush Do. 
Sal80lct kali L Russian-thistle .Do. 
SpiuacicL olemcect L Spinach Do. 

I I\'OROI'HYLLACEAE 

Phucelia ("(L/I\}lcmulu'l"ia Gmy 1 Do. 

LINACEAE 

LimoH Hsitatis8imwn L.1 Flax Do. 

PA1'AVER..l,.CEAE 

E$cllOltzia. ("alilol"nic(L Cham California poppy Do. 
Papat'f?)' 'l"l1Of?asL Corn poppy Do. 

I'ORTllLA<:ACIo:AE 

Portl/lam gnmdiJlora Hook.! Moss rose Do. 
P. oleracert L Purslane .Do. 

SOLANACEAE 

Capsicum /71ttesCeW'1 L.l Pepper . n-IcKeen (199), 
Schneider 
(278) . 

1 Infection as determined by pathogenicity tests under sterile conditions. In 
all other hosts, infection confirmed in naturally infested soil. 

The most comprehensive studies on the host range of A. coch­
lioides were made over several years by Schneider (266,273,347). 
He (;273) studied seedling l'eaction of 98 plant species represent­
ing 40 families in glass vessels in the laboratory, in artificially 
infested autoclaved soil in the greenhouse, and in naturally in­
fested soil. Seedlings of 30 species in the following families became 
infected by zoospores of A. cochlioides in the greenhouse: Aizoa­
ceae, Amaranthaceae, Caryophyllaceae, Chenopodiaceae, Hydro­
phyllaceae, Linaceae, Papaveraceae, Portulacaceae, and Solana­
ceae (fig. 2). 

Pure cultures of A. coclzlioides were isolated from Chenopodi'wm 
album, Spillacia olemcea, Tetragonia tetragonioides, M oll1lgo Ve?'­

tldllata, and Saponal'ia ocymoides (all grown in naturally in­
fested soil) and wel'e pathogenic to sugal'beets. Schneider (347) 
also found that cultivated forms of Bela vulga1'is such as table 
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PN-3578 

F.lGl'IUJ 2.-Plant species inoculated (below) with }l'phanomyces cochlioides: 
(1) Rein 1'lIlga.ris (sugurbcet), (2) Chenopociill.1n album (lambsquarters), 
(3) t1'1l1(lranUl.IlS 1'etrojlexlls (pigweed), (4) Cerasti1l'ln sp. (chid.weed). 
Plants not inoculated (above). (Courtesy of C. L. Schneider.) 

beet, sugarbeet, mangel, and chard, as well as several wild species 
of Beta (B. ma;/-iti:mu, B. patellaris) , were readily parasitized by 
.It. (~ochUoides in the greenhouse and the field. 

SYMPTO~IS ON PEAS 
Peas are susceptible to A. euteiches root rot throughout their 

life cycle. Infection occurs at any time during the growing season 
whenever environmental conditions are favorable. It may develop 
anywhere on the root or epicotyl. Symptoms of the disease are not 
characteristic but depend on the stage of development of the host 
when infection occurs. 

Several early publications on A. euteiches fully describe the 
symptoms on peas (126,160, 161, 254, 289, 315). The first symp­
toms of infection by A. eu.teiches may be discerned 3 to 4 days after 
penetration of roots and epicotyl. If the root and epicotyl of plants 
are examined in the early stages of infection, softened, water­
soaked, and slightly discolored lesions may be seen in the cortical 
region (fig. 3, A). 

From any point of entry the pathogen spreads rapidly, especially 
if the soil moisture is high, in all directions through the cortical 
tissue. As the decay progresses, the fine plant roots are destroyed. 

http:Chenopociill.1n
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FIG1'RE a.-A, A1JhanQlltyces root rot of 'Early Alaska' peas in the green­
house. Note dilTerent stages of disease progression. Plant on right. is 
healthy. B, AbQvegrQund appearance of peas infected with A. euteiches. 
C, Oospores of A. enteic/ws in cruslled cortex of infected pea root. 
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The water~soaked area, which re~embles that caused by a bac~ 
terial infection, is firm at first and gradually becomes pale yellow 
to straw colored. The tissue becomes soft, especially in the epicotyi 
area, darke~Hl with age, and eventually collapses and disintegrates 
(fig. 3, .11). The dal'k color observed in the most advanced stages 
of the disease is due partly, if not entirely, to the invasion by 
secondary soil micto~organismsincapable of initiating infection 
of living, intact tissue by themselves. Such organisms may thrive 
on decomposing tissue and often give a reddishness to the vascu­
lar system of the plant. At this late stage Aphanmnyces root rot 
cannot be easily distinguished from other forms of root rot. 

Some of the symptoms may not develop on all plants. Depending 
on the environmental conditions and degree of tolerance of the 
cultivar, the root rot may only develop into a slight water-soaking 
on the epicotyls or on pl'imary and secondary roots. In other 
instances, moderate water-soaking of primary roots or epicotyls 
mayor may not be fonowed rapidly by extensive shrinking and 
darkening of the affected areas. In severe cases, the infected areas 
may be extensive and darkened and the tissue may collapse. 

The soft t'ot may extend 2 to 5 cm. above ground, especially 
under humid conditions. A1though A. euteiches does not penetrate 
the endoderm is of mature roots (ct. Host~Parasite Interactions), 
it does cause the death of meristematic tissue at root tips. This 
inhibits subsequent root growth. In a few tolerant cultivars a 
protective secondary cortex is formed from a cambium developing 
in the pericycle. Howevel', in most pea cultivars the endodermis 
does not appear to be an effective barrier against secondary 
invaders. Several species of F1!Sa1"i'Ul11, may enter the vascular 
tissue and quickly kill the plant. 

The aboveground symptoms of the disease are not distinctive, 
except for the few centimeters of stem rot that may be observed 
above ground. COllcurrently with the belowground development of 
the disease, the lower leaves may become yellow and brittle and 
this condition may progress upward (ng. 3, B). If infection occurs 
before the plant develops three to four nodes, under conditions 
favorable for the disease, sudden wilting may result. If infection 
is delayed until the l'oote have become well developed and adequate 
soil moisture has been maintained, the plants may appear normal 
tip to harvest, producing poorly filled pods and low yield!;. In the 
field, infection takes place usually later than the three-to-four node 
stage, resulting in plants that are stunted and weakened. Occa­
sionally during prolonged hot, dry weather most plants in an 
infested field may die before pods are filled. During wet weather, 
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however, a good crop may be obtained despite the severe rotting of 
the cortex. 

In the greenhollse, and especially in the field, it may be difficult 
to distingiush A. euteiches root rot of peas from rots caused by 
other organisms. Two tests can be applied to obtain a decisive 
indication of this disease. If some of the infected plants are pulled, 
the vascular cylinder of the taproot pulls out readily from the 
decayed cortex as a long string, whereas roots of healthy peas 
almost always break at the seed attachment. This test does not 
work satisfactorily in early stages of the disease and in dry, com~ 
pact soils. If superficial examination is not adequate for the detec~ 
Uon of the disease, microscopic examination of the decayed cortex 
may reveal the presence of oospores of the pathogen (fig, 3, C), 
The oogonia of A, 811teic/tes measure from 25 to 35 po in diameter, 
and the sinuolls inner sm'face and the smooth outer contour of the 
oogonia will help to distinguish A. euteiches from Pythi1.tm spp. 
The pulling of the vascular cylinder, presence of the sexual struc~ 
hll'es, and the softening of the cortex are the most conspicuous 
diagnostic characters that differentiate the disease from other 
root rots. 

SYl\'IPTOMS ON SUGARBEETS 

Blackroot of table beets and sugarbeets caused by A, cochlioides 
is recognized in the field from poor stands, In addition, an abnor~ 
mal downward curvature of the petioles (231), retarded plant 
growth, and general yellowing may sometimes reveal which plants 
are affected. Unaffected plants are erect, green, and vigorous, 
A. cochlioides is the most damaging root rot pathogen of these 
plants (72), 

The blackroot disease complex, which starts in the very early 
seedling stage, occurs in two phases-an early acute phase of 
short duration and a later chronic phase that may persist through­
out the life cycle of the plant. The acute phase is the more subtle 
and destructive since entire fields of 2~ to 5~week-old plants may 
be destroyed. On young seedlings, symptoms were first observed 
and described by Peters (2-45), Edson (105), and Drechsler (101), 
A considerable amount of literature now exists describing symp~ 
toms on sugarbeets (50, .56, 72, 148, 200, 316). 

The acute seedling phase of the disease may occur in two forms, 
First, thel;e may be a preemergence damping~off, which results in 
death of seedlings after seed germination but before seedling .... 
emergence. 'i'his stage is extremely difficult to distinguish from 

http:Pythi1.tm
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similar symptoms produced by other disease organisms (Phorna 
betae, Pythium spp., Rhizoctonia, solani). Second, an early acute 
phase (poscemergence damping-off) may be evident from the time 
of emergence until the first true leaves develop. 

Infection of the hypocotyl occurs at the ground level. A water­
soaked area extends up and down the hypocotyl or the upper part 
of the young taproot from the point of entry of A. cochlioides 
(fig. 4, A). Later the discoloration may extend up into the petioles 
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.FIGURE 4.-A, Sugarbeet se~dlings shQwing symptoms of blackruot (acute 
phase) caused by ,t1)hanoIHyces coc/tlioides. Plant on right is healthy. B, 
Oogonia of; It. cochlioides in collapsed sugal'heet seedling tissue (X 340). 
Note one with five antherjelia. (Courtesy of C. L. Schneider.) 



26 TECHNICAL BL'LLETlN 1485, C".S. DEPT. OF A(iRICULTURE 

of the cotyledons. The invaded root or hypocotyl rapidly becomes 
brownish and then assumes the striking and characteristic jet. 
black from which the term "blackroot" was apparently derived. 

McKeen (;200) stated that the term blackroot is somewhat of a 
misnomer and suggested that "black hypocotyl" would be more 
accurate. Shortly after the typical blackroot symptoms appear, the 
cortex of the hypocotyl dries and the stem and hypocotyl shrink to 
a dark, slender thread (fig. 4, .4.). Oospores of lL cochl'iO'ides can 
be easily seen by microscopic observations of the collapsed root 
and hypocotyl tissue (fig. 4, B). 

Entire fields of sugarbeet seedlings may be destroyed by A. eoch­
lioides within 3 to 4 days if warm, moist conditions prevail. If the 
weather is cool (about 10° to 12" C.) and moist, affected seedlings 
may survive for 2 weeks. The leaves are bluish at first and slowly 
turn yellow as the pathogen progresses up the stem. As the soil 
dries, and if the temperature remains low, new lateral roots may 
develop and the seedlings may recover. If a seedling survives and 
manages to produce three to five pairs of true leaves, the cortex of 
the hypocotyl may crack and the infected tissue may be sloughed 
off as a result of periderm formation below. At this stage the plant 
no longer suffers from the acute phase of the disease. 

Buchholtz and Meredith (50) observed that the chronic phase 
of the disease first appears on older plants in late June to August. 
At this stage the pathogen stunts the plants and this condition 
results in undersized plants and considerable yellowing of the 
lower leaves. Wilting during the afternoons of sunny days and 
sUQsequent recovery (flagging) are common. First a greenish­
yellow, later brown, and finally dark-brown, almost black, dis­
coloration of the affected area charaderlzes the chronic phase. 
Infected tissues are slightly soft and split apart rather than tear 
when cut. The infected area appears slightly water-soaked and, 
when desiccated, shrivels to a "tassel" of vascular elements. 

Kotila and Coons (171) attributed the growth reduction to the 
continuing attack by .4.. ('oclilioides on the lateral feeding rootlets. 
Plants with the chronic phase of the disease may appear dwarfed. 
Terminal parts of the taproot may rot if the soil moisture content 
is high. During the remainder of the growing season the plants 
either die or grow very slowly. Some of them may recover and 
grow satisfactorily during the remainder of the growth period. .. 
There is no distinct odor associated with rotted tissue during the 
chronic phase. 

Schneider (;268) induced the chronic phase of sugarbeet black­
root experimentally in the greenhouse with pure single-spore iso­
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lates of .4... eochlioicies. originally isolated from diseased sugarbeet 
seedlings. Thirty-day-old plants were inoculated with 1" 10" zoo­
spores in 50 ml. of water per 3-inch pots. Chronic symptoms simi­
lar to those observed in the field developed ~within 6 weeks from 
inoculation time (fig. 5). At this later stage of plant growth, 
A. ('ochlioides induced se\'ere wilting of the foliage, rotting and 
discoloration of ~econdary roots, decay of the terminal part of the 
taproot, and a generally reduced root size. 

According to loons et aL (7,2), the chronic effects of . ..t. coc7l­
lfoilies are particularly serious on sugarbeets. The reduced size of 
the taproot lowers the quantity as well a~ the quality of the crop. 
The beets uSl!ally have a lower than normal sugar content and a 
higher impurity content. The latter makes sugar refining more 
diflicult. The chronic phase appears to be particularly serious in 
the Xortheastern United States (72). In contrast, the chronic 
phase of attack did not appear to be of great importance in south­
ern Ontario (..!OO). In a suney by McKeen (200), the chronic 
phase did not appear to alfeet more than 0.1 percent of the beets, 
even in areas where the acute seedling phase was most severe. 

"N-3DSI 

FIGl'RE: 3.-Chroni<.' phase of blackl'oot cau$ed by A p!tcwol1lyces cochlioides 
on young sugarbcet plants. Plant on right is noninoculnted control. Other 
four plants WC1'C inoculated with zoospores ;n the greenhouse. (Courtesy 
of C. 1.. ~khllt.'idl.'~·.) 
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CAUSAL ORGANISIUS 

Isolation 

Isolations from soil of A.phanomyces spp. associated with root 
diseases have been difficult and often frustrating. This difficulty 
may account for the rather late discovery that A.pha1lomyces spp. 
may cause root diseases. Prior to the use of antibiotics for the 
isolation of plant pathogens from soil, one of the biggest difficul­
ties in i~olating Aphallomyces spp. from putrescent plant tissue 
was the close association of its mycelium with bacteria, which are 
able to grow and proliferate on the surface of the .4phanomyces 
mycelium as it advances from the infected tissue outward on the 
agar surface (101.160). • 

Acidification of the culture media and preliminary washing or 
surface treatment of the host tissue did not sufficiently help to 
separate the pathogen from the bacteria (101). The problem of 
bacterial contamination wal:! especially acute when isolations were 
attempted from oospores of 1-1phaI1O~lly("es in plant tissue, because 
of the longer time required for oospore germination and initiation 
of mycelial growth. l'Ilost of the early isolation techniques focused 
attention therefore on various practices to circumvent the bacterial 
contamination problem. 

The original technique of isolation of .4. ellteiciles was described 
by Jones and Drechsler (1 (0). They used diseased plants in which 
:1. ,'uteiches was growing \'igorotlsly just before it formed oospores 
extensively in the tissue. Segments of pea tissue were selected in 
which the mycelium of A.. euteiches could be seen under the micro­
scope to be full of granular contents. The fragments were thor­
oughly washed in sterile water and placed on prune agar. Frag­
ments of agar containing vigorously growing mycelial tips free of 
bacteria were then located and transferred to fresh agar. This 
procedure was repeated several times until cultures free of bac­
teria were obtained. Jones and Drechsler could find no satisfactory 
method to separate .4. ellteiches from Pythiu1/t spp. in their 
isolations. 

The isolation technique of Jones and Drechsler (160) was sub­
sequently modified as follows: After thorough washing, the fine 
lateral pea roots were placed in a petri plate with enough sterile 
water to cover them. Small segments, approximately 2 to 3 mm. 
long. f~'ee of contaminating fungi but possessing evacuated zoo­
sporangia were cut out, passed through a few changes of sterile 
water, and placed on acidified commercial agar (342). 

The abilit~r of A. cuteiches to produce motile zoospores was most 
ingeniously exploited by Sherwood (348) for the isolation of the 
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pathogen. The upper primary root of pea plants showing wilting 
of lower leaves was cut into I-em. segments. These were washed 
several times with sterile water and placed along the inside edge 
of a petri plate containing sterile tapwater. AutocJaved corn kel'­
nels were arranged opposite the infected pea root segments. Zoo­
spores dh;charged from zoosporangia produced on the infected 
I'oots invaded the corn kernels within <1 to 12 hours. The kernels 
were then incubated for 8 to 12 hours each time in several changes 
of fresh sterile water to reduce bacterial proliferation. After 5 to 
8 days of such changes they were removed with forceps, rinsed 
three times in sterile water, blotted dry between sterile tilter paper, 
and plated on soil extract agar. A.. (,llteiches hyphaI tips were later 
transferred to soil extract agar or potato-dextrose agar. This tech­
nique may be llseful for reducing or eliminating not only bacterial 
contaminants but also other saprophytic or parasitic fungi in the 
tissue. 

A modifkation of the method used by Jones and Drechsler (160) 
to isolate it. l'uteidu's was later devised by Drechsler (101) for 
the isolation of ,·L ('ochlioidl's from sugarbeet tissue. He first placed 
segments of infected material in 10 to 15 ml. of sterile water and 
changeel the water several times at intervals to reduce bacterial 
contaminants. After adequate mycelial development from the seg­
ments, usually within 12 to 24 hours, the segments were removed, 
dried between blotting paper, and transferred immediately to 
cornmeal agar. 

Drechsler's method of isolating k cochlioides was further modi­
fied by Warren (816). Roots alone or infected hypocotyls without 
leaves were washed thoroughly in tapwater, .rinsed twice in sterile 
water, placed in 20 ml. of sterile tapwater in test tubes covered 
with cotton. plugs, incubated at room temperature for 24 to 28 
hours. and examined for the presence of mycelium growing out 
of the infected tissue. The segments were then blotted dry between 
folded pieces of sterile paper towels and plated on cornmeal agar. .. 
Two other interesting modifications of the A. cochlioides isolation 
technique employing Van rrieghem cells were suggested by Warren 
(SUJ) aI1d by McKeen (;200). 

Since 1958-63, limited attempts have been made to employ anti­
fungal or antibacterial antibiotics for the isolation of flphan01u?J­
res spp, A technique to purify isolates of A. euteiches and A. coch­
lioides contaminated with bacteria was devised by Papavizas 
(unpub. data). The conblminated isolates were tirst cultured on 
cornmeal agar containing 50 mg. per liter of each chlortetracycline 
hydl'Ochloride and streptomycin sulfate. Both species grew slowly, 
but after 1 week, transfers could bn made from the edge of the 
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colonies to fresh medium containing the same antibiotics at 25 mg. 
per liter each. A second transfer from the antibiotic medium to 
cornmeal agar slants provided bacteria-free ctlltul'es. Neomycin 
was also used in a dilute V-8 juice agat· to obtain single-spore 
isolates of phycomycetes, including Aphanomyces, from contami­
nated materials (J68). Tolerance of Aphanolnyees to strepto­
mycin was also observed by Voros (810) and Sundheim and 
Wiggen (800). 

Attempts to separate :tphanomyces from fungal contaminants 
presented a more difficult problem. Eckert and Tsao (108) tested 
18 antibiotics on Pyt/limn, Phytophthom, and Apl1anmn'llces. Al­
though both A. eute'iches and J-L ('oclzlio'icIes were strongly inhibited 
by pimat'icin and high concentrations of nystatin, they grew slowly 
when only 25 mg. per liter of nystatin were used. Since this con­
centration is inhibitory to many fungal saprophytes, Eckert and 
Tsao suggested fUl'ther experimentation with this antibiotic to 
isolate AphaHo/llyces spp. 

l\lieroscopie Deteetion 

Seve,ral simple direct or indirect methods for observing fungal 
propagules in soil have been developed. Very little has been done, 
however, with respect to microscopic observations of Aphano1nyces 
propagules in soil. Boosalis and Scharen (44) developed a direct 
microscopic observation technique for A. euteiches tbat may also 
be useful for A. cocltlioides. The success of this technique is based 
on the characteristic morphology of A. euteiches oospores (160). 
Briefly, lOO-gm. samples of soil were suspended in tapwater, the 
SUi'pension was allowed to stand, and the supernatant liquid was 
pCdrecl onto a GO-mesh sieve. This procedure was repeated five to 
eight times until the supernatant liquid was relatively fr€e of 
organic debris fragments. The plant debris retained on the sieve 
was gently rubbed for a few minutes, rinsed with tapwater, trallS­
fen'ed to a 200-mesh sieve, rubbed and washed again to remove soil 
from the surface of the debris particles, and examined micro­
scopically for oospores. 

Later Scharen (;2(11, 846) modified this method as follows: 
Large segments of pea roots screened from soil were transferred 
to a porcelain mortar and ground with a. pestle. The macerated 
fragments were then put back on the 200-mesh screen and rinsed 
before the remaining procedure was performed. Dark matm'ials 
difficult to examine with a microscope were covered with an aque­
OtiS solution of 5-percent sodium hypochlorite solution for 2 min­
utes and rinsed again on the 200-mesh sieve. Oospores observed by 
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Boosalis and Scharen and by Scharen in debris particles from 
pea fields were morphologically similar to oospores produced on 
pure cultures or in roots of peas. 

Mycelial Characteristics 

The two saprolegnious plant parasites iL cuteiches and A. coch­
l-ioides may be successfully cultured on nearly all media provided 
they contain the major ingredients needed for growth (cf. Physi­
ologyof Causal Organisms). The two species even grow out from 
Substrates such as COl'll kernels submerged in water if there is a 
gt'acluaI leaking of nutrients from the substrate into the sUlTotmd­
ing water (8.1,1). As the generic name implies (.4plw'IlontJjces:::. 
Greek aphanes +myccs obscure fungus), Aphallomyces appears 
in such water cultures as a very delicate, obscure, and almost 
imperceptible mycelial thallus radiating from the submerged sub­
strate outward into the water. The mycelial thallus, as well as 
asexual and sexual stages of .·lpllallomyccs spp., has been described 
in detail in a monographic study (288) and in the original pub­
lications describing .~L ellteicl/es and rL cochlioides (101, 160). 
Only the morphology of the two species will be given briefly here. 

[n macroscopic appearance, cultures of ..:t. ellie'iches and A. coch­
lioidcs grow spanlely and in an arachnoid fashion on relatively 
pOOl' media but have a high degree of uniformity and similarity on 
the same medium (fig. 6). On rich media, such as maltose-peptone 
agar, prune agar, and potato~dextrose agar, both organisms tend 
to produce H whitish ael'ial mycelium. On all solid media the vegeta­
tive hyphae ramify over and through the agar, forming a sparse 
arachnoid gl'owth with little or no aerial development. Mter sev­
eral weeks of vigorollS growth, however, especially on rich media, 
the surface of the media becomes covered with thick, tough 
mycelial mats. 

In liquiclmedin, the kplw)/omyces spp. develop as a very delicate, 
almost imperceptible halo of filaments, which radiate from the 
inoculum sOurce and extend outward into the surrounding liquid. 
Usually in 3 to 4 days at 25" C. an extensive, submerged mycelium 
is produced, which has the appearance of a translucent, white, 
nebulous mat. Although there are differences in macroscopic 
appearance among isolates of the same species, these differences 
are relatively smftll. 

In microscopic appearance, the two species are very similar. 
A.C'uleiches and A. cocillioides possess mycelium 3 to 10 /I. j!l 

diameter, delicate, hyaline, sparingly or moderately branched, and 
not fluctuating abruptly in thickness. Cultures of both organisms 
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FIGt.'RE 6.-0ne-wcek-old cultures of ..l11!tanomyces enteiches (above) and A.. 
cochlioides (belo\\"). Le/t, potato-dextrose agar with O.2-Jlercent yeast 
l'xtl'Hctj right, cornmeal agar without dextrose, 

have a characteristic "Aphanmnyces" odor, Except where zoo­
sporangia and sexual structures are cut off, the thallus is coeno­
cytic and grows straight without waviness. 

Branching of the hyphae is almost at right angles (fig. 7). In 
addition to branches of indefinite length, other branches remain 
relatively short and thus form divediculate s:,)urs, which are 
especially frequent near the oogonia, Young, vigorous hyphae 
destined to become zoosporangia are normally packed with coarsely 
granular cytoplasm. Irregularly scattered vacuoles and smaller and 
refractive oil droplets may be found in the cytoplasm. In older 
hyphae a large, extensive, central vac~lOle may be surrounded by 
peripheral cytoplasmic contents. The hyphal walls are composed of 
cellulose that reacts positively with thloroiodide of zinc. 
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FIGURE 7.-Asexual reproduction of A1)/tanomyces cochlioides (camera lucida 
X 425): A, Parts of an e"acuated sporangium developed from mycelium 
grown on cornmeal agar: (I, Basal part of axial element; b, distal part; 
c, evacuation tube; B, successive stages (n-d) in evacuation of cyst mem­
brane and development of motile zoospore C; V, evacuated cyst mem­
branes; E, successive stages (a-g) in development of four zoospores from 
single abnormally large encysted structure; F, germination of zoospores 
(a-cl; 0, evacuation tube previous to discharge; H-J, small evacuation 
tubes after discharge arising iL'om stem of a beet seedling; K, longer evacu­
ation tube after discharge of m01'e than 100 zoospores (a-c). (From Drech­
sll'}' (101) ; COllrtes:, of C. Drechsler.) 
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Within the diseased host, A. euteiches and .4.. cochUoides develop 
abundantly as hyaline, nonseptate, moderately branched mycelia. 
They are composed of hyphae varying considerably in diameter 
among themselves, but individually they are not subject to abrupt 
fiuctuatiolls in respect to dimensions. The axial filaments develop 
short diverticulate spurs, which exhibit only a slight tendency to 
penetrate host cells. The mycelium is largely intracellular and the 
hyphae are oriented longitudinally within the cells. Hyphal de­
velopment between the plant cells appears relatively meager and 
rather accidental. 

Asexunl Stnge 

Several genera of the order Saprolegniales, including A.phano­
myces, produce two types of zoospores. This phenomenon is called 
diplalletism (Gr. dis+planetes=hvice+wanderer), und the orga­
nisms possessing this characteristic are diplanetic, or better, "di­
mOrphic" (;283). A.phanon~yces has slender, filamentous zoospo­
rallgia with but a single row of zoospores, which behave on 
emergence as do those of the genus A.. chlya. No proliferation of 
sporangia is observed in the genus Apha1Lomyces, but plural 
evacuation hyphae may be formed in some species of the genus as 
a result of converting large segments of the thallus into 
zoosporangia. 

To induce asexual reproduction in juvenile mycelium of A. eu­
teic/zes and:1. cochlioides, Jones and Drechsler (160) and Drechs­
ler (101) used the common practice with water molds of obtain­
ing vigorous mycelia on a suitable substratum, transferring the 
thallus to fresh water, and replacing the water successively a few 
times at about 15-minute intervals. The first visible evidence of 
asexual reproduction occurred 5 to 6 hours after mycelial washing 
was completed. For growth of A. euteiches, Jones and Drechsler 
(160) used pea decoction made by adding from eight to 10 pea ... 
seeds to 100 m!. of distilled water. 

Under favorable conditions almost the entire thallus appears to 
become involved in asexual sporogenesis. The individual zoospo­
rangia of ft. cochlioides are very long, often extending 3 to 4 mm. 
They are sinuous, irregular in diameter, and involve large seg­
ments of the vegetative thallus (fig. 7). Although some tapering .. 
in diameter toward the apex of zoosporangia is usually percepti­
ble, the pronounced attenuation characteristic of A. enteiches is 
\'ery infrequent (101). Both axial and branching elements are 
delimited by septa, whkh may appear as regular cross walls (fig. 7, 
A, a-b) or as irregular partitions (fig. 7, A, C). The individual 
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zoosporangia in A. eldeiches often consist of axial filaments from 
1 to 2 mm. long and bearing from six to 10 well-developed 
branches, which taper distally to 4 p.. 

The sequence of events occurring in vegetative growth and 
asexual reproduction of the two species, as described by various 
investigators (lOl, 160,200,288), may be divided into three dis­
tinct phases: (l) Vegetative growth of the thallus in a nutrient 
medium, (2) differentiation of primary zoospores within the 
zoosporangium, and (3) evacuation from and aggregation of 
encysted primary zoospores at the orifice of the zoosporangium. 
The second phase of the asexual sporogenesis begins when the 
young, vigorous thal\usis transferred from the nutrient medium 
to pure water. First, the zoosporangial rudiments begin to fill with 
dense, granular protoplasm. 

Studies (lfi4·, lfifi) of the ultrastructural changes in the vegeta­
tive hyphae of A. ('ui('iches during differentiation of primary zoo­
spores showed that, just prior to difTet'entiation of primary asextml 
spores, the central vacliole of each filament is segmented by cyto­
plasmic strands, the electron-dense vesicular inclusions become 
enlarged and striated, and the nuclei move from a peripheral posi­
tion to one near the longitudinal hyphal axis (fig. 8). Differentia­
tion, which proceeds very rapidly, involves migration of cyto­
plasm around each nucleus, withdrawal of the plasmalemma from 
the hyphal wall, evagination of the central vacllole, and discharge 
of its contents into the space between plasmalemma and hyphal 
wall. The plasma membrane covering the primary spores is formed 
jOilltly by the tonoplnst and the plasmalemma. 

The irregularly shaped zoospore initials become separated from 
one another by their transverse bands of hyaline cytoplasm. As a 
result of the simultaneous segmentation of the contents of a zoo­
sporangium and an apparent contraction of zoospores inside the 
sporangium, a single row of much elongated and sharply tapered 
zOOspores is formed (160). These are connected by a delicate 
strand of tenuous protoplasmic material, which can easily be seen 
after evacnation has started. As they mature, zoospores become 
less elongated and Pl'otoplasmic threads disappear. 

The third phase, zoospore evacuation, begins with the foremost 
ZOospOl'e being pUShed against the tip of the filamentous sporan­
gium, .\ typical "achlyoid" process. The latter suddenly ruptures at 
the tip and the first few zoospores al:e extruded with considerable 
speed. The zoospores upon discharge assume a spherical shape, 
secrete a cellulose wall, and accumulate at the orifice of the spo­
rallgium as an irregular mass (fig. 7). The number of zoospores 
libernted may \'HIT from a few to 100, 200, and occasionally 300 
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.FIGCRE S.-Hyphae of A.pha1/omyces cuteichcs in various stages of asexual 
reproduction: .II, Cytoplasmic strands (Cs) extended across central vacuole 
(V) ; position of nucleus is indicated by arrow (phase contrast) ; Band C, 
aggregation of cytoplasm towm'd centered nuclei (arrows); D, hyphae with 
developing primary spores (Nomal'ski interference-contrast); E, hyphae 
with primary zoospore formation complete. (From Hoch and Mitchell 
(J55) i courtesy of .1. E. Mitchell.) 
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or more per sporangium. The primary zoospore cysts may be from 
8 to 11 f~ in diameter in A.. ellteiches and 6 to 15 ~ in .4.. cochlioides. 

After a period of encystment usually lasting from 1 to 3 hours, 
secondary zoospores emerge from the primary zoospore cysts. 
First, a papilla about 2 J.l. in diameter appears on the cyst (fig. 7). 
The only morphological difference between A. euteiches and A. 
cochlioides in the asexual stage is in the diameter of the papilla 
through which the encysted spore is evacuated (101). In A. en­
teiches this dimension is one-fourth to one-third of the zoospore 
diameter, whereas in .It. cochlioides it may only be equal to one­
fifth. The papilla develops rapidly into a large hemispherical pro­
tuberance, which is eventually converted into a spherical vesicle 
by the streaming of the granular Pl'otoplasmic content from the 
cyst into the papilla. The vesicle is then disintegrated releasing a 
reniform secondary zoospore. 

The secondary zoospores are about 13 ~ long and 7 to 8 !J. in 
diameter, but occasionally large double zoospores are observed. 
They possess two flagella, about 24 ~ long, inserted in a slight 
depression of the zoospore. Cunningham and Hagedorn (81) 
showed details of zoospore flagellation of A. enteiches, a truly 
biflagellate phycomycete. The motile zoospores possess a whiplash 
and a tinsel-type flagellum (fig. 9). The whip (fig. 9, a) is at the 
tip of the flagellum. The flagellum on the right shows numerous 
tinsels along its entire length. Both flagella also show a "bubble" 
(fig. 9, b and c) in their crooks. 

The secondary zoospores gradually increase their oscillating, 
swarming motion, and the lashing of their flagella becomes vigor­
ous for a certain length of time (200). Zoospores of A. cochlioides 
may remain motile for 12 hours (.W). After swimming about for 
variable lengths of time, usually about 3 to 4 hours, the secondary 
zoospores cease to be motile, lose their flagella, and round up. 
Under favorable conditions, germination may result in one to three 
germ tubes (fig. 7). 

A conti1,1uous flow microtechnique for observing fine details of 
zoosporogenesis has been described (156). 

When pea or Sllgarbeet root tissue, infected with the pathogen, 
is transfent,1 to water, extramatrical mycelial filaments develop 
into zoosporangia in a few hours (101, 288). Primary zoospore 
cysts may easily be seen aggregated at the tip of the zoosporangia 
(fig. 10). Similar cyst aggregates appear at the tip of germinating 
.4. euteiches Obspores from debris particles. The zoospores pro­
duced may vary from very few to 300 or more per sporangium. 
McKeen (200) estimated that on an infected hypocotyl segment ·of 
sugarbeet 2.5 em. long and about 2 mm. in diameter, as many as 
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FIGURE 9.-Biflagellate zoospore of Ap/w1tcnnyces e"teic/tes, showing whip 
Ca,) and bubble (b) in crook of flagella. (From Cunningham and Hagedorn 
(81) ; courtesy of J. L. Cunningham.) 

500 evacuation tubes may develop, each discharging about 100 
zoospores. Thus from the entire segment about 50,000 zoospores 
might be produced and released in a day into the surrounding 
environment. No one, however, has been able to observe zoospore 
formation from mycelial elements or directly from germinating 
oospores in nature. 

SexlU!l Stage 
Oospore formation is generally considered to occur when the 

thallus of A. eute'iches and A. cochlioides is exposed to adverse 
conditions or environmental stresses (160). The purely vegetative 
condition represents a rather brief stage in the life cycle of the 
two species in infected pea and sugarbeet tissues and may come to 
an end as the infected tissues begin to collapse. The sexual repro­
ductive organs, the female "oogonium" and the male "antherid­
ium," appear on the vegetative mycelium. In agar or liquid media 
conducive to sexual reproduction, oogonia and antheridia may 
appear wi.thi.n a few days after transferring the pathogen to fresh 
media. 
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FIGURE lO.-Filamcntous zoosporangia and primary zoospore cysts of 
.ftphanomyces cochlioides from diseased sugarbeet root tissue. (Courtesy 
of C. L. Schneider.) 

In both pathogens the oogonia before fertilization are generally 
thin walled, subglobose to spherical bodies with densely granular, 
vacuolate contents, borne terminally on lateral branches of vari­
able length arising from the vegetative thallus. Jones and 
Drechsler (160) described the oogonium of A. euteiches as follows: 
"Oogonium generally, if not always, terminal on a short lateral 
branch, from which it is delimited by a partition sometimes 
present as a simple septum, at other times as a columella-like 
structure protruding into the oogonial cavity; subspherical, mea­
suring usually 25 to 35 p. in diameter; when mature exhibiting 
a heavy peripheral wall with smooth outer contour and sinuous 
inner contour, hence of irregular thickness, this dimension vary­
ing between 1 to 5 p., generally between 1 to 2.5 p.." 

As in other species of Aphanomyces, the oogonial cavity is 
very large but not completely occupied by the single oospore. The 
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oogonia of A. cochlioides are also terminal on short, lateral 
branches, sl1bspherical, 20 to 29 I" in diameter, averaging 24 Ii, 

with the wall smooth at the outer surface and a sinuous inner 
contour. Both organisms possess a single "oosphere" or un­
fertilized "egg," which becomes an "oospore" upon fertilization. 
Oogonia are cut off from their concomitant hyphae by cross 
walls. The subtending parts are called "oogonial stalks." 

In A. e'l£teiches, antheridia are of diclinous origin, one to five 
in number, large, curved-clavate, borne on a stalk frequently 
involved with the oogonial stalk, branching once or several times, 
measuring 8 to 10 I" in diameter by 15 to 18 I" in length, and 
with visible fertilization tubes (figs. 11 and 12, A). If more than 
one antheridil1m is present, all or several may develop fertilization 
tubes. The antheridial cell itself may also be conspicuously arched 
and vermiform, somewhat lobulate, with fertilization tubes form­
ing where the basal lobe touches the oogonial wall (fig. 12, B). 

In 1'1. cochi'ioides, from one to five antheridia, 6 to 10 I" in 
diameter and 9 to 18 fL in length, become wrapped about in­
dividual oogonia (fig. 13). The antheridia al'e club shaped with 
apical prolongations, separated from the stalk by a septum, with 
diclinous antheridial branches. Although the orientation of the 
oogonia and antheridia in A. cochlioides, as well as their morph­
ology and development, shows great similarities to those of A. 
ente'iches, the basal septum delimiting the oogonium in the former 
species never develops into a columella-like structure. 

Because antheridial branches of variable length are present in 
11. cochUoides, the sexual apparatus in this species appears more 
complex than that in A. e'llteiches (figs. 12, B, and 13, B). The 
crowded, frequently "cochleate" condition of the antheridial 
apparatus is characteristic of A. coclzlioides. In addition, the 
oogonial wall in A. cochUoides, though exhibiting fluctuations in 
thickness from point to point, is not sculptured on its inner 
surface as prominently as in A. euteiches. The contour of the 
oogonial wall of A. e'/[teiches is often GO sinuous that it gives 
the entire structure an internally scalloped appearance (fig. 11). 

The only critical observations made on the fertilization process 
of Aphallmnyces were those of Kasanowsky (162) in A. laevis. 
The actual fertilization process has never been observed in A. 
enteiches and A. cochlioides. The empty appearance of the an­
theridial cells and the conspicuous thickening of the oogonial wall 
signify that fertilization has taken place. 

In A. euteiches, oospores are hyaline, subspherical or more 
rarely ellipsoidal, 18 to 25 fL in diameter (generally 20 to 23 1"), 
uniformly thick walled (1.2 to 1.8 Jl), with a large central oil 
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globule surrounded by granular material (figs. 11, 12, B). A 
smaller refractive body is embedded in the granular material. 
OOSPOres in it. cochlio-ides are hyaline to yellow, 16 to 24 fL in 
diameter, or about 5 fL less than that of the oogonium, with 
granular contents, a large, central, reserve oil globule about 12 fL 

in diameter, and a smaller conspicuous refractive body. According 
to Drechsler (.100), oospore walls are 1.5 to 2 fL thick, never 
3 to 6 p. as given by Peters (245) for A. Zaevis. The oospores 

FIGURE n.-Sexunl apparntus of .Aphullomyces elLteiches from 20-day-old 
~ornmeal agar cultures (camera lucida X 315): It and V. Telminal 
oogonium on short stalk and three antheridia intimately involved with 
oogonial stalk; Band C, short diverticulate branches borne on hyphae 
from which antheridial branches and oogonial stalk originate; E and F, 
hyphal diverticulum as dorsal appendage to anthelidia i G, transverse septa 
often present at antheridial <:onstrictiollS; H, sharply arched antheridia 
with fertilization tubes. (From .Jones and Drechsler (1 (0); courtesy of 
C. Drechsler.) 
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FIGURE: 12.-A, Oogonia and antheridia of Aphmtomyces euteiches showing 
fertilization t\lb~s; B, mnt\lre oospore of A. ellteiches on cornmeal agar 
(X 1,350). 
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FIGPREJ 1:l.-..1, Oogonium and antheridia 0.£ Aphal!(JlnllcCs cochlioides; H, 
matul'C' OOSP01'C' of A. co('hlioides on cOl'llmeal agar. (X 1,350.) 
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of A. cochlioides fill the oogonia more completely than those of 
fl.. ellteiches, but the diameter of the oogonia and the oospores 
is greater in A. eutciches than in A. cochlioides. 

Cytology aml.Fine Structure 

Far too little information is available on the cytology and 
nuclear condition of the Aphanomyces spp. PracticaIly no data 
exist on the fine structure of A. cochl-ioides. The available informa­
tion on the fine structure of the thaIlus of A. ellteiches comes 
almost entirely from the University of Wisconsin (154, 155, 284). 

Studies (.I 55) of the ultrastructure of A. ellteiches vegetative 
mycelium prior to zoospore differentiation showed that somatic 
hyphae contain a large central vacuole occupying the entire length' 
of the hyphae except the 40 to 60 ,um of the growing tip. Numerous 
vesicles with electron opaque inclusions can .be observed in the 
somatic hyphae prior to differentiation (fig. 14, A). 

Detail!> of the nuclear structure and other fine structures of 
the somatic hyphae were furnished by Shatla et aI. (284.), who 
described the ultrastructure of tissue grown in microcultures 
on sterile glass slides. After an incubation period of 24 to 28 
hours, the mycelial tissue was prepared and stained for electron 
microscopy. Shatla et a!. observed numerous nuclei variable in 
shape, each with a prominent tHlcIeolus and with an average 
diameter of 4.6 p. in the growing somatic hyphae. Nucleoli were 
very prominent under phase-contrast illumination. The mechanism 
of nuclear division in the somatic hyphae, however, was not 
observed. 

Unde~' the electron microscope the hyphal ceIl waIls appeared 
as an amorphous electron transparent zone and the plasmalemma 
as a membrane lining the cell wall except where lomasomes were 
present under the plasmalemma (fig. 14, B and G). Endoplasmic 
reticulum, ribosomes, vacuoles, and dictyosomes (Golgi apparatus) 
were found in the endoplasm. Mitochondria were surrounded by 
a double membrane and the inner one formed swoIlen cristae 
(fig. 14, G). Unidentified microtubules and crystals were also 
found in the endoplasm and in vacuoles, respectively, for the 
first time by Shatla et £11. (284). The unidentified structures 
Observed by Shatla et al. (284) were later identified as pIas­
malemmasomes by Hoch and l\Iitchell (155). 

Recently extruded zoospores of A. ellteiches are bound by a 
single cell membrane (155). Many vesicles containing electron 
opnque striated inclusions may be seen within the dense zoospore 
protoplasm as well as bulging from the spore surface. In a few 
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F1Glm& H.-Ultrastructure of vegetative hyphae of Aphanomyces e1Ltciches: 
A, Neal' median longitudinal section of hyphaJ tip showing electron opaque 
inclusions (Ve) and mitochondriu (M) (from HOell and :Mitchell (155)). 
{J und C, Fine structure of sOlllutic hyphae: cr, endoplasmic reticulum; ga, 
CoJgi apparatus; l, lomasornes; /Il, mitochondria; pm, plasmalemma; 1',l'ibo­
somes; I', Yl\cuole; 1('. eell \\"al1 (from Shatla et al. (284) i courtesy of J, E, 
l\litchell) . 
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hours the extruded primary zoospores develop cellulose cyst 
walls (fig. 15), which are characterized by a lighter inner zone 
and a darker outer zone. The older encysted zoospores contain 
a pear-shaped nucleus with a dense nucleolus, one or two kines­
tosomes near the tapered end of the nucleus, Golgi complexe~, 
around the nucleus, multivesicular bodies, and lipids. The endo. 
plasm reticulum cisternae contain microtubules. 

Some controversy exists in the literature with reference to 
the nature of the internal oospore elements. The large central 
body has been referred to sometimes as an oil globule (65, 88, 
:288). At other times, even in the same pUblications (65), it is 
regarded as being of protoplasmic nature and the granularlike 
structures as consisting of oily matter. Miller and King (212) 
showed that A.. euteiclles oospores give a positive reaction for 

PN-3589 

FIGl'I!E 1G.-Encysted primary zoospores of A'[lha.lIolllllces cltteiches 
(X 18,200): G, (~olgi complexes; 1\, klnestosomes; L, lipid; Mb, multi­
vesicular bodies; N, pear-shaped nucleus; Nil, nucleolus; TIt, endoplasmic 
reticulum cisternae containing microtubulrt> j We, cyst wall. (From Hoch 
and Mitchell U5,S); COUl'tl'sy of J. K n-ritchell.) 
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deoxyribonucleic acid when stained 'with the Feulgen reagent. 
The uncertainties on the nature of the internal oospore matter 
have been perpetuated to the present time (91,157). 

Information on whether fl. cllteichcs and A. cochl-ioides are 
homothallic or heterothallic is very meager. McKeen (BOO), who 
obtained normal sexual fruiting bodies of A. cochlioides in colonies 
resulting from single zoospores, concluded that the sugarbeet 
pathogen is homothallic. The nuclear condition of the zoospores, 
however, was not exami ned. 

Taxonomy ancl Nomc.'lu'lature 

In a monograph on the genus Aplwllomyces (283), 13 species 
were recognized as belonging to this genus. The specific epithets 
A. ellteic/Les and fL cochi'ioides were maintained by Scott (B88) 
as the valid names of the pea and sugarbeet parasite, respectively. 
Since Scott presented a complete account of the history of the 
genus Aplwno»)/,?/ces and the life cycle of its species, and since 
he critically evaluated and amp1y discussed the taxonomic criteria 
fol' Heparating species of Aphuno1nuces, there is no need here for 
further details on taxonomy and nomenclature. 

PHYSIOLOGY 01-' CAUSAL ORGANISMS 

(jrowlhill {:ollll}lex .Media 

Geach (114) recorded rapid mycelial growth of A. euteiches 
on prune, malt, potato, potato-sucrose, potato-dextrose, starch­
asparagine, and cornmeal agars. Of these, the greatest density 
of mycelium was obtained on potato-dextrose, potato-sucrose, 
potato. and commeal media. Potato-dextrose agar (:218, 280, 848) 

.. 	 and maltose-peptone broth and agar (187, 288, 838) have been 
used extensively for routine propagation of the fungus. Cornmeal 
agar was observed by .Jones and Drechsler (160) to support long 
survival of the organism, and this has been the medium used 
most frequently for maintaining cultures of .fl. e'uteiches (114, 
157, :238-24.1, 836, 341). Growth of A. euteiches also occurs in 
2-pel'cent peptone in the absence of glucose or other carbohydrates 
(:218) , 

According to Drechsler (101), A. cochlioides may be cultivated 
readily in nearly all kinds of commonly used artificial media. 
Cornmeal agar supported good growth, ane: viability was main­
tained in this medium even when cultures were transferred at 
yearly intervals. ([01). Schneider (271) used cornmeal agar for 
maintaining this species and O.3-percent peptone broth for prop­
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agating the mycelium for zoospore production. Maltose-peptone 
agar was fmmel by Scott (283) to be suitable for the rapid 
development of the sexual stage. 

Growth in Chemicully Defined Mt:diu 

Much of our understanding of the nutrition of Aphan01nyces 
spp. stems from attempts to develop synthetic media. Whiffen 
(319) found that ftphan01nyces stellatus deBary and four other 
species of the Saprolegniaceae made good growth in a glucose­
glutamic acid-cystine medium. This finding served as a starting 
point for nutritional studies of Aphan01n1JceS spp. by several 
workers. 

Sherwood (348) obtained growth of A. euteiches on a glucose­
glutamic acid-cysteine medium, but growth was not as abundant 
as in this medium when supplemented with yeast extract. Haglund 
et aI. (137) developed a medium composed of glucose, asparagine, 
methionine, and mineral elements, which permitted good growth 
(table 3). Of 37 amino acids tested in place of methionine in this 
medium, only cystine, homocystine, and cysteine supported growth. 
No growth was obtained when ammonium nitrogen or nitrate 
nitrogen was used in place of amino nitrogen (187). 

During a nutritional study of .A. euteiches, Papavizas and Davey 
(288) developed a synthetic medium (table 3) that supported 
abundant growth. This medium, which contained DL-glutamic 
acid as the chief nitrogen source along with reduced sulfur as 
thioglycolic acid, did not permit growth as rapid as that in a 
complex medium containing yeast extract. Substitution of a mix­
ture of amino acids, similar in composition to the amino acids 
present in commercial yeast extract for glutamic acid, supported 
a growth rate approaching that in the complex, undefined medium. 

Later a medium similar in some respects to that of Haglund 
et ai. (137) was developed by Yang and Schoulties (829, 380) 
(table 3). They (830) believed this to be superior to several 
media tested for vegetative growth. The mycelial growth rate of 
rL euteiches in this medium was similar to that in a peptone 
medium, and mycelial weights at the end of the incubation period 
exceeded those of the fungus grown in the peptone medium. 

A. cochlioides was reported by Winner (324) to grow well 
in the glucose-glutamic acid-thioglycolic acid medium used by 
Papavizas and Davey (288) for A. euteiches. Winner found that 
mycelial dry weights of A. cochUo'ides were increased by substitu­
tion of D-, L-, or DL-methionine (30-120 mg. per liter) for 
thioglycolic acid as a sulfur source in this medium. Fowles (840) 



TABLE 3.-Composition of some synthetic media used by sereral inl'estigatoTs for cultw"ing 
Aphanomyces euteiches 
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Haglund et a1. (U7) Papavizas and Davey (2.:18) 1 Yang and Schoulties (380) ;:: ­
>­

Amount Amount Amount Z 
Ingredient:! per liter Ingredient 2 per liter Ingredient :: per liter o 

~ 

Glucose gm 5 Glucose gm 5.4 Glucose gm 5.5 n 
~ 

lrAsparagine {,'ll1 .75 DL-Glutamic acid gm 1.51 DL-Asparagine gIn 4 :=: 
U1 

L-~leth;onine mg 95 Thioglycolic acid ml .28 Glutathione gm .1 
J: 

Potassium phosphate, monobasic Potassium phosphate, monobasic 
(KH2 PO.) gm 2 Potassium phosphate, monobasic (KH"PO.) gm .'7 Q 

l-j 

Magnesium chloride (KH"PO.) mg 68 Potassium phosphate, dibasic 
l-j 

(nIgClz '6H:,o) mg 50 Sodium phosphate, dibasic (K:!HPO.) {,"Ill .4 U1 

Manganese ch loride (Na"HPO.) mg 23 )'Iagnesium chloride >­
(:\l/lCI~' 4 H2 O) mg 5 Calcium (as CaC!..) mg 40.1 (l\lgCI..·6H..O) {,"Ill A Z 

Ferric chloride (FeCI1 ) mg 5 ~lagnesium (as MgCI2 ) mg 48.6 Calcium chloride 
Zinc chloride (ZnCI,,) mg 5 ~\Iicronutrients ;, (CaClz '2H:P) mg 20 

r-:; 

1 A later modification of this medium contained increased levels of glucose (16.2 1:,'ll1. per liter) and glutamic acid (3 gill. ::0 

per liter) and had DL-methionine (150 mg. per liter) substituted for thioglycolic acid (85, 2;17). ::0 

Z pH for media used by these 3 groups of investigators=5.5, 6.2, and 604, respectively. o 
3 Amounts in milligrams per liter: Iron (as FeCl:l'6H~O), 11; zinc (as ZnClz)' 0.7; copper (as CuCl~) and boron (as Q 

H3BO~), 0.01; manganese (as MnClz'4H"O), 0.1; molybdellUm (as (NH")G~ro;02,'4H:!O), 0.02. c 
U1 
t:=: 
>­
ill 
l-j 
U1 

~ 
~ 
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used a medium consisting of D-glucose, DL-glutamic acid, L­
cysteine, and minerals for culturing A. cochlioides. 

Nutritional Requirements of ApllOllomyces spp. 

Although the minimal requirements for vegetative growth of 
A'phanomyces spp. have not been completely defined, considerable 
progress has been made in establishing some of the exogenous 
nutrient requirements of these fungi in vitro. These, in turn, 
may lead to an understanding of some of the physiological re­
sponses of the organisms and their behavior during pathogenesis. 

Nitrogen SOllr(~cs Utilized 

Amino nitrogen is the most readily utilized source of nitrogen 
by A. enteiches and A. cochlioicies. Peptone supports abundant 
vegetative growth of both species .. Asparagine or glutamic acid 
satisfies the nitrogen requirement of A. euteiches (137, 238) and 
A. cochlioicies (824) when other nutritional requirements have 
been met. Glutamine or aspartic acid can also serve as the sole 
nitrogen source for A.. ellteiches (197) and .4. cochUoides (340). 
However, growth is generally less rapid with these single amino 
acids than with an amino acid mixture or with peptone (238). 

Inorganic nitrogen in the form of ammonium salts is apparently 
utilized by .4. eutciches, although various isolates of this species 
may differ in this ability (335). Haglund et aI. (137) reported 
that ammonium nitrogen as principal nitrogen source did not 
support the growth of one isolate. On the other hand, ]Papavizas 
and Davey (238) found that ammonium chloride supported growth 
of two isolates when other nutritional requirements were satisfied. 
However, growth was much curtailed unless the pH during growth 
was maintained by periodic adjustment within an optimal range 
(pH 5.5-7). Their data indicated that appreciable growth sup­
ported by ammonium nitrogen was related to the effective buffer 
capacity of the medium (fig. 16). Growth of A. euteiches in media 
containing ammonium chloride as the sole nitrogen source and 
with careful pH control, however, was less than in a medium 
containing amino nitrogen (238). Ammonium chloride also sup­
ported fair growth of A. cochlioides in the study by Fowles (340). 

Nitrate nitrogen, as a general rule, is not utilized by either 
A. euteiches (137, ;238) or A. cochlioides (324). Carley (335) 
noted Qne exception. Out of 13 of his isolates of A. euteiches, 
1 was apparently able to derive its nitrogen from calcium • 
nitrate, This general inability to utilize nitrate nitrogen was 
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FIGnn; IG.-Growth rul'v('s of :tphnltvlIIYccs clIteic/ics in synthetic medium 
with ammoniullI t'hlorid(' as sole nitrogen source. Numbers in parentheses 
are pH valu('s of unadjusted J11Nlium after indicated period of growth. 
(Frolll Papavizas and Dawy (248).). 

noted by Cantino (58) to be true of most members of the Sapro­
legniales. 

(~arboll SOlln·.'s UI i1izcd 

The carbon and energy requirement for growth of A. euteiches, 
along with its nitrogen and sulfur requirements, can be satisfied 
by peptone (218), peptides (328), or casein hydrolysate (218). 
Individual amino acids, such as glutamic acid, when supplied 
along with a suitable sulfur source can support limited growth of 
the fungus (238). Thus this organism possesses the enzymatic 
system (s) to derive energy and carbon for synthesis and growth 
from the oxidat;ion of at least certain amino acids. Nevertheless 
growth of A. euteiches is greatly enhanced by carbohydrates and 
the}r are apparently the preferred sources of energy and carbon. 

In a study of 43 carbon sources tested for their ability to support 
grQwth of A. euteiclles in a medium adequately supplied with 
appropriate nitrogen and sulfur sources, about eight, chiefly mono­
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saccharides and disaccharides, were unequivocally utilized (287) 
(table 4). Glucose and maltose were the best carbon sources, 
followed by glycerol, galactose, fructose, ribose, and cellobiose. 
Compounds that failed to support growth included a variety of 
sugar acids, sugar alcohols, polysaccharides, sugar esters, and 
certain monosaccharides and disaccharides. Interestingly A. 
enteiches was unable to use certain monosaccharides, such as 
mannose alone, but did so when this sugar was supplied along 
with glucose or galactose in the medium. Apparently A. euteiches 
is able to utilize adaptively certain sugars if a suitable carbon 
source is immediately available for growth. 

The carbon nutrition of A. cochlioides, like several other aspects 
of its physiology, needs investigation. There are no reports of 
the carbon compounds that can serve as energy sources for this 
species in defined media. 

Sulfur Sources Utilized 

An important facet of the nutritional pattern of all Aphano­
-myces spp. studied closely thus far is their inability to utilize 
sulfates as sole sources of sulfur. That this may be a general 
characteristic common to all Saprolegniales was also suggested 
by Cantino (:'~·S). 

Sherwood (348) successfully grew A. euteiches in a synthetic 
medium containing cysteine along with glucose and glutamic acid 
as organic constituents. Since growth did not occur in a medium 
containing ammonium nitrate and magnesium sulfate as sole 
sources of nitrogen and sulfur, he suggested that organic sources 
of these elements might be required for growth. Haglund et al. 
(187) extended the list of sulfur compounds supporting growth 
to include the amino acids methionine, homocystine, and homo­
cysteine. Papavizas clnd Davey (238) observed no growth of three 
isolates of .4. euteiches in the absence of reduced sulfur. Either 
thioglycolic acid or methionine satisfied the sulfur requirement, 
but methionine appeared superior in. stimulating growth. 

Haglund (341) and Haglund and King (139, 142) reported 
that sodium thiosulfate (Na~S~O:!) and thiourea, in addition to t 

the compounds previously cited, satisfied the requirement for 
10 isolates, but growth failed with sodium bisulfite (NaHSOa), 
sodium metabisulfite (Na~S205), sodium dithionate (Na2S206)' 
or sodium sulfate (Na2SO.. ) supplied as sole sulfur sources. This 
clearly indicated that either organic or inorganic sulfur com­
pounds having sulfur in the reduced state were suitable sulfur 
sources. 
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TABLE 4.-Effcct of various carbon sources on growth of 
Aphanomyces euteiches in basal 7nediwn 1 containing 
methionine as sulInl' source 1 

Carbon source ~ Mycelial dry weight of indkated 
isolate per flask 

A4 A7 A12 Average 
- - - --.--------- -.-.---- -------.~~-------------------

Mg. M_g. Mg. Mg. 
Monos!lccharides: 

D-Glucose 147 121 169 146 
D-Galactose 51 47 56 51 
D-Fructose 37 25 50 37 
D-Ribose 15 16 23 18 
D-Mannose 1 2 4 2 
L-Sorbose o o o o 
D-Arabinose 2 <1 o 1 
L-Arabinose 1 <1 2 1 
D-Xylose o o o o 
None 1 o o <1 

Oisaccharides and trisaccharides: 
D-Glucose (control) 154 127 159 147 
Maltose (hydrate) 125 104 155 128 
Cellobiose 18 24 25 22 
-Melibiose (hydrate) 4 5 1 3 
Sucrose 1 3 2 2 
Lactose o o o o 
Raffinose (hydrate) 
NOlle 

2 
1 

1 
1 

2 
o 

2 
<1 

Polysaccharides: 
V-Glucose (control) 151 112 160 141 
Dextrin ;1 37 28 25 30 
Soluble starch 3 27 23 23 24 
Glycogen 5 4 6 5 
Carboxymethylcellulose a 2 1 3 2 
Xylan :I 2 1 3 2 
Inulin 3 1 1 2 1 
None 1 <1 o <1 

Carbohydrate del'ivatiyes: 
D-G1ucose (control) 145 101 163 136 
Glycerol 45 42 68 52 
Dulcitol 1 2 o 1 
l\Iannitol 2 3 2 2 
Sorbitol 2 1 2 2 
Inositol o o o o 
L-Rhamnose (hydrate) 3 2 2 2 
Gluconic acid o o o o 
Glucuronic acid o o o o 
Saccharic acid ~ o o o o 
Salicin o o o o 

Sce footnot..,. Ilt end Qr t"ble. 
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TABLE 4.~Effect of various carbon sources on growth of 
Aphanomyces euteiches in basal medium 1 containing 
methionvne as sulfur source l-Continued 

~rycelial dry weight of indicated 
isolate per flask 

Carbon source :! A4 A7 A12 Average 
.. .-_.~. ~·_~·--~ -~--." __·"'~·_4 

.--.~---"'.-"~~ ---
Mg. Mg. Mg. M.g.

Carbohydrate derivatives-Con. 

a.-l\Iethyl-D-glucoside 1 2
0 1 
a.-l\fethyl-D-mannoside 0 0 0 0 
1\[ethy l-ct-O-gl u co pyra nos ide 0 0 0 0 
None 1 0 1 1._--_.­

-.--~. .-,...,.,.,...,......,-.._----..... 
1 From Papuvizas and Ayers (237). 
:! 5 gm. of carbon was added per liter of medium. 
;1 Compound autoc1aved separatel)' and added aseptically to l\Ii11ipore-filterea 

medium: other compounds sterilized with l\Iillipol'e filters. 

The sulfm nutrition of 12 isolates of A.. euteiches was clarified 
further by Davey and Papavizas (85). They showed that com­
pounds with sulfur in varying states of oxidation, or valence, 
from 0 to -2 were able to support growth, whereas sulfur in 
higher oxidation states of +4 or +6 would not. Thus thioglycolic 
acid, methionine, and other sulfur amino acids, all of which have 
sulfur with an oxidation number of -2, supported growth, 
whereas sodium sulfite (Na~SO:h oxidation number of +4) and 
Na2SO, (oxidation number +6), did not. 

Sodium thiosulfate (Na:!S~Oa), which possesses an outer re­
duced sulfur and an inner oxidized sulfur with an oxidation 
number of +6, was utilized by two isolates of A. etLteiches. Their 
growth resulted in the discriminate utilization of the outer 
reduced sulfur and in the accumulation of the inner oxidized 
sulfur as sulfate. Additionally it was established that elemental 
sulfur (oxidation number 0) was able to satisfy the sulfur 
requirement. Although the insolubility of elemental sulfur pre­
cluded its use where uniform growth was desired, A. euteiches 
grew around clumps of the element in liquid and on agar media. 

The nature of the sulfur requirement of A. cochlioides is ap­
parently very similar to that of A. euteiches. Both Winner (828) 
and Fowles (840) found that A. cochlioides required a reduced 
sulfur source for growth. Sodium sulfate (Na2SO,) was not 
utilized. L-cysteine, L-cystine, or L-methionine was superior to 
thioglycolic acid in supporting growth (840). The D as well as 
the L isomer of methionine was a satisfactory sulfur source for 
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A. coehlioides, although slightly higher yields of mycelial weight 
were achieved with the L isomer or the DL racemic mh-ture 
(323) . 

lUincral Rc()uircmcllts 
Very little is known of the mineral elements required for 

growth by Aphanomyces spp. There has been no systematic at­
tempt to determine individual inorganic nutrient requirements 
of the species, although such a study was made of several isolates 
encompassing several genera of the family Saprolegniaceae (257). 
On the basis of this and other fungal nutritional studies it may 
be prellumed that sources of calcium, magnesium, manganese, 
and iron ions are probably required for normal growth. 

A requirement for calcium ion for vegetative growth of A. 
euteiches was reported by Yang and Schoulties (329). The re­
quirement could not be satisfied by zinc. Although a calcium 
source was not present in the synthetic medium of Haglund et al. 
(137) (table 3), inclusion of calcium chloride in this medium 
promoted earlier growth of A.. euteiches (29). It seemed likely 
that sufficient calcium is present in other medium ingredients 
or inoculum to permit minimum growth where it is not deliberately 
supplied. 

Papavizas and Davey (238) found that salts of magnesium, 
iron, and zinc supplied together supported growth of A. euteiches, 
whereas in their absence growth did not occur. Thus one, two, 
or all of these elements are required; the essentiality of the 
separate ions was not established. Careful inorganic nutritional 
studies with highly purified ingredients and metal chelators may 
be necessary to establish the essen.tiality of these or other elements 
for growth of . ..t. cllteichcs and A. cochlioides. 

Vitamins 
Both .·L cllteiches and .4., cochlioides apparently are autotrophic 

in respect to vitamins or accessory growth factors. Abundant 
growth of either species occurs in synthetic media without vita­
mins (288, 825, 8-$0). Moreover, in the only study in which 
sf'veral known vitamins of the B group and vitamin C were 
deliberately supplied to a synthetic medium, growth of A. euteiches 
was not stimulated (288). 

EtTed of pH on Growth 
Smith and Walker (;2.'W) studied the effect of initial pH of 

the culture medium on radial growth of A .. euteiches using phos­
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phate-buffered potato-dextrose agar. The pH limits of growth 
were about pH 3.4 and slightly above pH 8. The optimum range 
was between pH 4.5 and 6.5. 'With a liquid synthetic medium 
maintained at various pH values by periodic adjustment with 
acid or alkali, Papavizas and Davey (238) recorded the optimum 
pH range of one isolate of .4. e'uteiches to be between 5.4 and 
6.5. Growth at pH values above and below these levels fell off 
sharply. The optimum pH level for growth of A. cochl-io-ides was 
recorded as between 6 and 7 (840). 

Effed of Temperature on Growth 

The temperature limits for vegetative growth of A. euteiches 
on potato-dextrose agar are about 12° and 32° C. The optimum 
was 28" in two studies (187, 289). This contrasted with the 
optimum temperature for zoospore production, which was about 
<1" below that for veget:'ltive growth (187). In a carefully con­
trolled temperature study by McKeen (200), the limiting tempera­
tures for radial growth of A. cochUoides on potato-dextrose agar 
were 8" and 35°. Growth was good from 16° to 32°, with an 
optimum centered at about 29°. Fowles (340) noted a closely 
similar optimum range for this species. Like A. euteiches, .4. 
cochlioides produced zoospores maximally at 24 0

, slightly lower 
than the optimum temperature for vegetative growth (200). 

Effc('( of Oxygen Tension 

Sherwood and Hagedorn (286) studied the effect of O2 (oxygen) 
tenl'ion 0:, growth of A. euteiches. Radial growth on potato-dex­
h'ose agar occurred more rapidly under an artificial atmosphere 
containing 5 percent of O2 than under an atmosphere of 20 percent 
of O2• Mycelial dry weights in a liquid medium were also greater 
at the lower O2 tension. However, there was little growth at 
0.3 and 0.01 percent of O2 • Their experiments indicated that the 
organism was an obligate aerobe, and yet it grew better at an 
oxygen tension below that of the hormal atmosphere. 

Other Factors Affecting Growth 
Papavizas and Ayers (237) observed that giLrc0Re autoclaved 

within a medium supported more abundant growth of three 
isolates of A. eute-iches than glucose sterilized by filtration through 
Seitz, membrane, or fritted-glass filters. Mycelial yields in Seitz­
filtered media were consistently and substantially lower than in 
media sterilized by other means. Certain batches of Seitz filters 
appeared to contain a water-soluble material that was weakly 
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toxic to the fungus. Howe\'er, there was no clear explanation for 
the greater growth of the fungus in autoclaved media in com­
parison with that in media sterilized by filtration through fritted­
glass and membrane filters. It was suggested that glucose auto­
clavecl within the medium might undergo some unknown chemical 
change that enhanced growth of the fungus. 

Certain amino compounds interfere with the nitrogen metabo­
lism of it. cllteic/tcs and affect its growth. ,8-Methylaspartic acid, 
an uncommon amino acid e.ffective in suppressing A.phano1nyces 
root rot of peas in several studies (234, 236, 242), was found by 
Lumsden et al. (.197) to prevent germination and growth of the 
fungus in vitro. Concentrations as low as 0.025 mM. of ,B-methyl­
aspartic acid markedly reduced growth of A. eHteiches in a syn­
thetic medium with ammonium chloride supplied as the only other 
nitrogen source at a 50-mM. concentration. ,B-Methylaspartic acid 
at 1 mM. compietely suppressecl growth. 

A reversal of the growth inhibition occurred when aspartic 
acid, glutamic acid, asparagine, or glutamine was substituted for 
ammonium chloride in the medium. The kinetics of this reversal 
was suggestive of competitive inhibition by ,B-methylaspartic acid 
of some metabolic step involving one or more of these amino acids 
within the fungal cells. ,B-Methylaspartic acid at concentrations 
as low as 1 mM. also prevented zoospore germination. The in­
hibitory effect of /1-methylaspartic acid on mycelial growth from 
zoospores was reversed when appropriate concentrations of 5 to 
10 mM. of glutamic acid were added to the medium. 

Inh'rmctliul'Y Metabolism and Respil'8tion 

Little is known of the intermediary metabolism of these fungi. 
With carbohydrates as chief carbon sources, some acidic products 
are released into the medium during growth of A. euteiches, as 
indicated by a slow drop in pH (238); however, there is ap­
parently no great outpouring of organic acid intermediate (or 
end products) that is characteristic of many fungi. Likewise 
during growth in media containing peptones or amino acids with­
out carbohydrates, a slight alkaline reaction results, presumably 
through the release of some ammonia. There is little evidence of 
end-product accumulation. 

Unestam and Gleason (307) reported that respiration of starved 
mycelia of A.. euteiches was markedly stimulated by glucose, 
fructose, and ilcetate, but glutamate and leucine were only slightly 
stimulatory and butyrate had a negative effect. The respiratory 
quotient for endogenous respiration (less than 1) was increased 
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by glucose to values higher than the theoretical for complete 
oxidation of this substrate. Thus either this substrate suppressed 
endogenous respiration, or more likely oxidative assimilation of 
glucose had occurred. 

Exot'cllulu!'EIlZYIllC Production 

Cdlulast' 

A cellulolytic enzyme, apparently a cellulase of the 'ex' type, 
was detected in culture filtrates of several isolates of A. euteiches 
and. in pea tissue infected with the fungus (8.49). The crude 
enzyme from culture filtrates was able to hydrolyze carboxy­
methylcellulose but not native cellulose. Enzyme activity was 
optimum at about pH 6. The disaccharide cellobiose was degraded 
by the enzyme preparations to glucose, but reducing sugars were 
not detected from carboxymethylcellulose. The degree of cellulo­
lytic activity detected in culture filtrateb of A. enteiches by Ayers 
et al. (80) depended on the isolate used. Partial purification of 
thIs enzyme was achieved by an ammonium sulfate fractionation 
procedure, which permitted a separation of the cellulase from 
a pectolytic enzyme that was also present (30). 

Polygahl(·turolluse 

An exocellular pectolytic enzyme thnt may also be of importance 
in pathogenesis by.4. clltcic/zes is produced by the fungus in 
culture and in infected pea roots (28-80, 3.49). The enzyme was 
produced in cultures without pectic compounds, but greater 
amounts were produced in media containing glucose and small 
amounts of pectic substances (29). Pectolytic activity of extracts 
of infected tissue was similar in behavior to the activity of culture 
filtrates, in that sodium polypectate was hydrolyzed randomly to 
less viscous uronides without the release of appreciable amounts 
of galacturonic acid (28,8.49). 

The pectolytic enzyme of A. ellteiches, apparently an endopoly­
galacturonase, was purified according to a procedure illustrated 
in figure 17. III the final purification step the enzyme was eluted 
from a column of Sephadex G-100 gel with 0.1 M sodium chloride. 
The enzyme emerged from the column in a single protein peak 
that was devoid of cellulase. The purified enzyme displayed the 
fr.ilowing properties (SO) : 

(1) It hydrolyzed sodium polypectate and pect~'.) acid more 
rapidly and completely than pectins; the rate of hydrolysis of 
pectins was dependent on their degree of methyl esterification. 
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Precipitate 
( di scorded) 

Culture filtrate
I Dialyzed 16 hr., lyophilized 

Sediment


IDissolved in water 


Solution 
70% saturated ammonium 
sulfate, centrifuged 

Supernatant 

Precipitate Supernatant 
Dissolved in 0.001 M ( di scorded) 
Acetate buffer, pH 5.0, 
dialyzed 16 hr. 

Solution


ILyophilized 


SedimentIDissolved in 10ml. O.IM sodium chloride 

Solution 

F'[Gl·.IU:~ 17.-Procedur(, for purification of polygalacturonase fr0111 cultures of 
.lphlllwl1lllcl's clltei('/lI's. {F'l'om Ayel'S ('t al. (30).) 

(2) It released a Heries of oligomers of galacturonic acid as 
end products ranging from octogalacturonic to digalacturonic 
acid. Gnlnctul'onic acid wns released only upon prolonged incuba­
tion. 

(3) Its pH optima varied with the substrate used and shifted 
to lo\ver values during substrate degradation. 

(,1) It ':'>oftened ane! macerated plant tissue slices. 
Although conclusive eddence was lacking, it was suggested 

that the enclopolygalacturonase may function in the spread of 
...l. fut('icizes within plant tissue during infection (;28, ;2,1}). The 
symptomology of infection, i.e., a slow development of water­
soaked outer root tissue with discoloration and softening, was 
indicative of this type of enzymatic nctivity. Penetration of the 
root tissue by the fungus was postulated as a prerequisite, since 
the purified enclopolygalactlll'onase had no macerating effect on 
intact, whole pea roots (SO). 

http:F'[Gl�.IU
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Uepl'oduction 

ZoosPOrt' Pl'odu('tioll 
The medium llsed to cultivate mycelium for zoospore produc­

tion, although important, does not seem to be criticaL Several 
growth media were used to grow A. euteiches or A. cochlioides 
as a prelude to zoospore production. These included pea-seed 
decoction (126, 160, 187, ;280), corn-kernel decoction (187, 270, 
275, 886', 842, 847, 848), peptone-glucose broth (218), maltose­
peptone broth (187, 194, 388., 843), potato-dextrose broth (187), 
O.3-percent peptone or O.3-percent soy tone (271), peptone-dextrose 
salts (202), oatmeal agar (126), and cereals (275). Although 
synthetic media have not been used to any extent for massive 
production of asexual spores for experimental purposes, the 
glutamic acid-glucose-thioglycolic acid medium (table 3) per­
mitted zoospore development and release soon after the medium 
was inoculated (218). 

After a growth period that may vary according to the in­
vestigator from 2 to 14 days, zoospore induction is obtained by 
washing the mycelial mats with several changes of tapwater (275, 
8.~8), unspecified kind of water (160,289), distilled ,vater (202), 
changes of tapwater and distilled water (187, 886, 848), lake 
water (218), dilute solution of sodium chloride (271, 848), or 
dilute solution containing 1.75 X 10<1 M calcium chloride, 10~1 M 
potassium chloride, and 10-1 M magnesium sulfate adjusted to 
pH 6.5 (:218). 

In a study of the factors affecting zoospore production by 
A. ellteiches, Llanos and Lockwood (187) found that the following 
conditions favored abundant zoospore production: (1) A mycelium 
of about 5 days old developed in maltose-peptone broth, (2) re­
placement of the medium with tapwater for 1 to 2 hours, (3) a 
second replacement of distilled water for 15 to 17 hours, and 
(4) a temperature of 24° C. Light had no effect on zoospore 
production. FOrced aeration of the final replacement wash con­
taining the mycelium increased zoospore production two to four 
times. Under these optimum conditions, zoospore concentrations 
of 2 to 3 X 10" per milliliter of the replacement liquid were ob­
tained, although the numbers produced were variable because of 
inherent differences in individual isolates (187). Sherwood (848) 
found that two rinses of tapwater were superior as sporulating 
medium to distilled water or solutions of 0.002 M sodium chloride, 
magnesium sulfate, and sucrose. 

Similar empirically determined conditions appear to favor zoo­
spore production by A. cochUoides. Schneider (264, 271) found 
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that 5- to 7-day-old mycelial mats of A. cochlioicies, which were 
developed in Corn decoction or in 0.3-percent peptone, produced 
more zoospores than those 11 days old or older. The suspension 
of the mats in single rinses of tapwater at 20° to 25° C. for 
16 hours permitted greater zoospore production than the use of 
distilled or demineralized water rinses. The optimum volume 
of replacement water was about three to four times the volume of 
the original culture medium. Sodium chloride at 0.002 M appeared 
to enhance asexual sporulation in either tapwater or distilled 
water. A pH range of 5.6 to 7.5 was satisfactory. As with A. 
ellteic/zes, aeration of the replacement water further enhanced 
ZOospore production by;.1. coehlioides. Upward of 1 x 10" zoospores 
per milliliter were obtained by this method (;271). 

Herr (11,4.) investigated some of the factors that affect A. 
coclilioicies zoospore production and motility. Of several complex 
media tested, O.3-percent peptone was superior as the initial cul­
ture medium, and double deionized water gave more zoospores 
than distilled water or tapwater as the rinsing solution. Suspen­
sion of the rinsed mats in a solution of 1.75 X 10-:1 M calcium 
chloride, 10 ' M potassium chloride, and 10 ' M magnesium sulfate 
at a pH of 8 for 16 to 18 hours at 24" C. gave the greatest yield 
of zoospores. Motility of collected zoospores was prolonged up to 
48 hours at an optimum temperature between 16° and 20°. 

The physiological significance of the empirical observations 
cited previously relating to zoospore production is just beginning 
to emerge. In a study by Mitchell and Yang (218) in which micro­
cultures of A. euteiches were used to test factors affecting asexual 
sporulation, the following results were reported: (1) A factor 
in peptone promoted vegetative growth but prevented sporulation, 
(2) a sequence of washes of mycelium with lake water or with a 
solution containing salts of calcium, magnesium, and potassium 
promoted sporUlation, and (3) there was an apparent loss of an 
endogenous factor (s) from the mycelium by the washing process, 
the absence of which promoted zoospore production. 

The endogenous factor, although not directly detectable, ap­
peared to be more abundant in aging mycelium than in young 
hyphae, and some evidence suggested that it was a volatile com­
pound. Calcium ion was deemed essential for primary spore 
differentiation, whereas magnesium ion appeared to function in 
the development of mobility by the zoospores, and potassium ion 
seemed to stimulate germ tube development by secondary zoo­
spores. Sodium ion in excess of 0.002 M was inhibitory to spore 
development and appeared to antagonize the calcium requirement. 
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A requirement for calcium for zoospore production and maximum 
motility of the zoospores by several isolates of A. euteiches was 
confirmed by Schoulties and Yang (279). 

These findings suggest that tapwater or lake water rinsing of 
the vegetative mycelium fumishes ions essential for asexual 
differentiation and at the same time exerts a nutrient stress on 
the fungus by removal of organic nutrients diffusing from the 
mycelium. Loss of the hypothetical, volatile endogenous inhibitor 
of sporulation could also be expected to be hastened by this rinsing 
operation and by forced aeration, a condition that stimulates 
zoospore production in both it. fllteiches (184) and A. cochUoides 
(271). Although Mitchell and Yang's autoinhibitor theory is 
attractive as an explanation for some of the observed results, the 
existence of such an inhibitor needs confirmation. 

ZOOSpOI"~ Gel'millulioll 

Little information has been published on the orWlnic or inor­
ganic nutrients or specialized conditions required to germinate 
..lplzano1ityces zoospores. Undoubtedly before germ tube develop­
ment can occur, the spore must already have, or accumulate from 
its em-ironment, an energy source and nutritional building blocks 
necessary for synthesis of protoplasm and growth. Zoospores of 
ii. elltcicl1e,~ germinate in dilute nutrient media, on root tissue, 
and eyen on water agar (G. C. Papavizas, unpub. observ.). How­
ever, it may be speculated that with water agar, traces of nutrients 
in the medium, as well as endogenous reserves within the cell, 
permit the development of the germ tube. The previous nutritional 
history of the zoospores also may be an important factor in deter­
mining whether germination occurs or not. 

Mitchell and Yang (218) observed that, in addition to the 
inorganic requirements for calcium and magnesium ions for 
c1e\"elopment of zoospores of A.. euie'iches, an exogenous supply of 
potassium ion appeared to stimulate germination of the secondary 
zoospore. Zinc ion had a similar effect. Thus it appears that 
zoospores may germinate in very dilute nutrient media including 
water and that certain exogenous factors may be required or at 
least stimUlatory, but these have not yet been clearly defined. 
Without the presence of the nutritional factors listed previously 
or a living host root, the further development of the germ tube into 
a mycelium does not occur . 

.·L cochlioidcs zoospores derived from mycelial mats that had 
been washed six times in distilled water germinated to the extent 
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of 10 percent in the last rinse (25.0, Spot tests l'eve~lled that 110 

sugars 01' amino acids were in the solution, The addition of various 
organic fmctiOlls of sligarbeet exudate stimulated ZOospOl'e gel'mi­
n~\tion in val'ying degrees up to a maximum of 82-percent germina­
tion for the crude exudate, The amino acid fraction, which was not 
further characterized, waS the single, most effective stimulant. 
Approximately 50 percent of the zoospores germinated in this 
solution, 

OO~l'm'(' P.'OChH.'lioll 

it/)'ItUwm)"""~ f'lltf·;,'/u's,-Tl'he development of sexual structures 
of A. ('u(eiches was obset'ved on complex media such as cornmeal 
agar (t 60), prune, malt, potato-sucrose, potato-dextrose, and 
starch-asparagine ngars (1L~), all of which supported abundant 
oospore formnUon. Ceach (1.14), however, observed that the 
fungwi did not form oospores on cornmeal agar containing corl).­
meal, peptone, dextrose, and calcium carbonate, but it did develop 
oospores on plnin commeal agar. The use of such undefined media, 
although adequate for morphological observations, provided little 
information on the nutritive fnrtors relating to sexLUII t'eproduc­
tion, 

Oospore development by three isolates of 11. elltC'iches in a 
synthetic meclium was tirst reported by Papavizas and Davey 
(;288). This medium contained mineral salts, glucose, thioglycolic 
acid, and a mixture of amino acids added in proportions found in 
powdcred yeast extract. A less complex medium, which had DL­
glutnmlc add substituted for the amino acid mixture, permitted 
oospore development by two of the isolates, but a third isolate 
failed to form OospOl'es in the medium even though it was adequate 
for mycelial growth. This more nutritionally exacting isolate 
formed oospores abundantly, however, if thioglycolic acid was 
replaced by DL-mdhionine or L-cystine (289). The nutritional 
requirements for at least certain isolates of A. euteiches appear to 
be more exacting for sexual differentiation than for vegetative 
growth. 

Conditions that favored oospore formation in synthetic media 
(85, ;lS!}} included the following: (1) A culture medium that 
satisfied the mitlimum requirements for vegetative growth, (2) a 
favorable balance of sugar carbon and amino nitrogen that was 
vatiable with the isolate., (3) a reduced form of sulfur, especially 
DL-methionine or L-cystine for certain isolates, and (4) an initial 
pH of the medium within the range of 4.9 to 5.4. Glucose and 
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fructose 'vel'e the bBst carbon sources for sexual reproduction out 
of 17 carbohydrates a11d derivatives that supported some mycelial 
growth (:287). 

Certain cultlll'e medium ingredients appear to inhibit oospore 
development in growing cultures of A. ellteiclies. Geach (114) 
reported that peptone added to cornmeal agar prevented formation 
of oogonia and antheddia. Small amounts of sodium nitrate and 
ammonium sulfate in this medium had the same effect. Papavizas 
and DilVey (289) noted mycelial growth but no sexual development 
in It medium of glucose, yeast extract, and casamino acids and in a 
synthetic medium containing relatively high levels of an amino 
acid mixture. 

Mitchell and Yang (218) observed that peptone in a medium 
favored immediate vegetative growth of it. euteiches from a 
zoospore inoculum, but there was no evidence of oogonial initials. 
In the absence of peptone, oogonia were formed rapidly soon after 
the zoospores had germinated. In a similar study (328), certain 
peptide fractiol1sisolated from peptone by a gel filtration technique 
were found to produce the same effect. Peptide fractions combined 
with g.iycine, arginine, methionine, and alanine permitted the 
differentiation of oogonia and the development of mature oospores, 
but when tyrosine anciphenylalanine were also present, oogonia 
formed but failed to mature. 

1'he1'e is little definitive information about the physiology of 
oospore development that can be gleaned from studies of the 
pathogen in vivo. !tis known that oospores of A. euteiches appear 
in pea root tissue as early as 24 hours following inoculation (61, 
;J86) . The meristem region of the root tip is the first area of hyphal 
penetration and oospore development, and oospores are reported 
to become more abundant in this site than elsewhere. As might be 
expected, the initial inoculum level affects the rate and abundance 
of oospore production. A high inoculum level results in multiple 
infections and causes a more rapid progression of the disease than 
low inoculum levels. Accordingly the development of the sexual 
stage within the tissue is also progressively increased (842). The 
optimum temperature range for oospore formation, as well as 
infection of excised pea root tips by A. euteicites, is 20° to 25° C. 
(61) . 

Carlson (886) considered that oospore development occurred in 
vivo as a result of stress or adverse conditions. Nutrient stress, 
brought about by depletion of available nutrients for mycelial 
growth by the invading hyphael was suggested as a triggering 
mechanism for oospore production. This concept, dating back to 
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work by Klebs (llJ'D, 170), has often been presented as an explana­
tion for the onset of sporulation in fungi. However, further critical 
studies will be needed to establish its validity in this instance and 
to define the mechanism on the molecular level. 

A/Jlwnomyces coC/liioitlt's.-Oospore production by A. cocldioides 
was abundant in decoctions or homogenates of oatmeal, buckwheat 
groats, barley, and sugarbeet seedlings in an unpublished study by 
C. L. Schneider and D. L. Yoder (C. L. Schneider, pel's. commun.). 
The synthetic media of Papavizas and Davey (288) and Yang and 
Schoulties (.'JJEJ) supported oospore production, as did peptone 
broth, soy tone broth, and several other media. A nutrient concen­
tration of about one-half the optimum for vegetative growth was 
optimum for oospore production. Schneider and Yoder found that 
transferring a mycelium developed in a nutrient medium to a 
solution of 10 I M calcium nitrate, magnesium sulfate, and 
potassium phosphate, or to well water permitted abundant oospore 
development, whereas mycelium transferred to distilled water 
developed only a few oospores. The optimum pH for oospore pro­
duction was from 6.3 to 6.7. 

OOSPOrt· Genu iua l inu 

Aplwnomyces f?IIteie#lCs.-Jones and Drechsler (160) observed 
that when mycelium from 15-day-old cornmeal agar cultures was 
transferred to hanging drops in Van Tieghem cells, many of the 
oospores germinated. If the transferred material was washed first 
to remove pieces of the medium, germination was indirect by 
differentiation of the developing germ tube to form zoospores. 
From unwashed material the oospores invariably germinated 
directly. The mode of germination was apparently dependent on 
the amount of nutrients present. 

Studies of oospore germination have been hampered by a lack 
of methods for isolating oospores from mycelium. Yang (326) in 
a brief report has described a technique that utilizes sonication 
and isopycnic density centrifugation for separation of oospores 
of A. euteiches from vegetative mycelial mats. Bhalla and Mitchell 
(89) obtained oospores free of mycelium by passing mycelial mats 
through the digestive tract of water snails (Helisoma sp.). The 
snail excreta, which consisted almost entirely of oospores, were 
dispersed in water. Only a few of these oospores germinated on 
water agar disks in contact with pea roots 'within 5 days despite 
the fact that the inoculum was viable and capable of initiating pea 
root infection. 
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Yang (327) induced germination of A. euteiches OODpores by 
treatment with the proteolytic enzymes chymotrypsin and pronase. 
Up to 50 percent of the oospores were induced to germinate by 
chymotrypsin at 250 enzyme units per milliliter. Both indirect and 
direct germination were observed by Yang (327), who believed 
that the mode of germination was related to the age of the oospore. 
Direct or hyphal germination seemed to be the dominant mode 
with oospores more than 4 weeks old. 

Oospores within plant tissue or in soil debris particles may 
germinate much less readily than those developed in artificial 
culture media. Scharen (;261,8.46) obtained germination of 2 to 40 
percent of the oospores of A. euteiches embedded in plant debris 
particles, in horse dung, and pea-sand leachates after 5 to 24 days 
of incubation. The oospores did not germinate in water. Oospores 
in soil also germinated within cellulose casings buried next to 
roots of peas, soybeans, beans, and corn. Apparently germination 
was greater next to pea roots than next to roots of other plants 
(40 percent for pea vs. 33 percent for beans, corn or soybeans). 
Sterile soil supported I6-percent germination and nonsterile soil 
8 percent; thus the oospores seemed subject to the phenomenon of 
soil fungistasis. Semianaerobic conditions, plus some exogenous 
chemical activator. were thought to supply the stimulus for oospore 
germination (31;6). 

Olofsson (233) investigated the effect of several chemical and 
physical pretreatments on oospore germination fl'om pea roots 
infected with A. ellteiches. Various amino acids, vitamins, sugars, 
and nucleic acids did not stimulate germination, nor did heating at 
60 0 C., freezing, and alternate freezing and thawing. However, 
oospores were induced to gel'minate by adding hydrochloric acid to 
tapwater in which the root material carrying the oospores was 
suspended. At a pH l'<mge of 3.3 to 5.1, up to 40 percent of the 
oospores germinated. No germination was observed below or above 
this pH range. 010fsson (233) suggested that the pH effect might 
be indirect and that fungistatic substances in the plant that pre­
vent germination may be inactivated by the acid reaction. 

Aphullomyces (·oclilioides.-Oospore suspensions of this species 
were obtained largely free of mycelium grown in nutrient media 
by a blending technique (C. L. Schneider, pel's. commun.). Less 
than 1 per 1,000 spores was observed to germinate in sugaT­
beet-soil leachate, beet seedling decoction, casein hydrolysate, and 
an inorganic salt solution. Exposure of oospores to temperatures 
of 0° to 50" C. did not affect the incidence of spore germination. 
The conditions favoring oospore germination by A. cochlioides are 
thus largely unknown. 

http:261,8.46
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HOST·PARASITE INTERACTIONS 

Zoo!';porc, dIe Iufective Unit 

It is apparent from the work of many who have used suspensions 
of zoospores as inocula in pathogenicity tests that zoospores of 
A. euteiches and .fl. cochlioides can incite root disease on their 
respective host (126, 160, 194, 200, 264, 289, 342, 346-348). The 
bulk of the a vaila ble circumstantial evidence suggests that the 
mycelium of either species has a minor role in infection in natural 
soil. Scharen (846) presented evidence that oospores of A. euteiches 
provide the primary inoculum for new outbreaks of pea root rot. 
Many of these oospores did not germinate in soil, but those that 
did, especially those adjacent to plant roots, did so by means of 
zoosporangia and zoospores. Thus the primary infective unit 
seemed to be the zoospore. 

Additional indirect evidence suggesting that the zoospore is 
the responsible propagule for disease initiation was supplied by 
McKeen (200), who observed that the specific conditions of tem­
pel'atme and moisture levels optimum for incidence and severity 
of sngarbeet blackroot in naturally infested soil coincided with 
conditions optimum for zoospore production by .4. cochlioides. 

Chemotaxis 

Cunningham and Hagedorn (82) studied chemotaxis of A. 
ellteiches zoospores in relation to excised roots of various plant 
species. Root segments from 10-day-old pea or corn plant cultured 
in tubes were placed in aqueous suspensions of motile zoospores. 
Within seconds, zoospores were attracted by the roots of both 
plant species. Within 1 hour there was a massing of zoospores most 
prominently in the region of elongation immediately behind the 
oldest part of the rootcap a.nd at localized areas of the older parts 
of the root (fig. 18). 

The chemotactic response of A. euteiches zoospores to the roots 
of nine pea cultivars of· varying tolerance to pea root rot was 
apparently equal. Roots of eight other leguminous plant species 
also attracted zoospores. Cunningham (388) concluded that al­
though the host plant did indeed actively attract zoospores of A. 
ellteiches, there ,vas no correlation of attractiveness with toler­
ance or susceptibility of a plant to infection by A. euteiches. 

Motile zoospores of .4. cochlio'ides are also attracted by host roots 
or by root exudates (3;24). Rai and Strobel (251) used glass capil­
laries filled with sugarbeet exudate and various chemical fractions 
of root exudate as model root tips to study chemotaxis. Zoospores 
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FIGURE 18.-Roots of corn and pea 1 hour after being placed in a suspension 
of AphanomycE:s euteiches zoospores: 11, Root tip of corn i B, part of more 
mature root of corn i C, root tip of pea ; D, part of pea root slightly back 
from the tip showing localized massing of zoospores. (From Cunningham 
and Hagedorn (82) i courtesy of J. L. Cunningham.) 

of A. cochlioides were strongly attracted to crude exudate, which 
also stimulated germination of approximately 80 percent of the 
massed zoospores. The organic acid fraction and the ion-exchange­
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neutral fractions of beet root exudate were each considerably 
attractive to the zoospores, but neither stimulated germination. 
The amino acid fraction supported good germination and germ 
tube growth but did not attract the zoospores. Of several individual 
compounds tested, gluconic acid was the best attractant. Glucose 
and fructose, which were shown to be constituents of the exudate, 
were also good attractants. 

The importance of chemotaxis in the disease cycle is still obscure. 
Haenseler (1;!6) showed that zoospores of ri. euteiches probably 
do not migrate in soil more than one-half inch at the most. Thus 
if chemotaxis has any role at all in infection, it must be of im­
pOl"tance only in a very narrow zone surrounding the root. Porosity 
of the soil and moisture level, including the presence or absence 
of runoff water, however, may affect the migration of the zoospores 
and the radius of the chemotactic response. It may be argued that 
any means by which a fungus and host could be brought together, 
as by chemotaxis, would increase the chances of infection taking 
place. However, chemotaxis does not appear to be the mechanism 
of host-pathogen speCificity in diseases incited by the ApiLano1nllces 
spp. 

[Ilvasion and Diseast~ Development 

Pea Root Rot 
Cunningham and Hagedorn (S8) observed the following se­

quence in the il1\'asion of pea roots by zoospores of A. euteiches. 
First, the active zoospore came to rest on the surface of the root 
tip, encysted, and then germinated within 1% hours by a simple 
germ tube. Within 2 hours most germ tubes entered directly 
between cells (fig. 19, 11). Sometimes penetration occurred directly 
through the cell wall. Occasionally appressoril1mlike structures 
appeared to be involved (fig. 19, B) . Both the rootcap area and the 
area of root elongation were equally invaded. 

After 8 hours, hyphae had penetrated as deeply as seven cell 
layers but were found more commonly in the first to third cell 
layers (fig. 20). Up to 12 hours many hyphae were intracellular, 
but after 61 hours almost ail the hyphae in the thoroughly invaded 
cortex were intercellular. The phloem, pericycle, and stelar pm"en­
chyma were also invaded after 61 hours, and some disintegration 
of the outer cortex was apparent at this time. 

A few oogonia were present after 61 hours in thB inoculated 
seedlings studied by Cunningham and Hagedorn (83), but 
oospores appeared abundantly within 24 hours in the studies of 
invaded excised roots by Carlson (S8(J) and by Cho and King (61). 

http:SPECI.ES
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The mOre rapid appearance of the sexual stage in the latter studies 
may be a reflection of the inoculum level used, since this affects 
the abundance and time of appearance of oospores (336). 

Although Cunningham and Hagedorn (83) noted invasion of 
the stele in their studies, most of the available evidence suggests 
that the vascular cylinder is less vulnerable to attack and can re­
main as a functional water-transport system for some time, e.xcept 
in cases of severe infection or adverse environmental conditions 

A 

B 

PN-3591 

FIGtTRE 19.--A, Longitudinal section showing I-tl)hano'lnyces euteiches zoo­
spores penetrating between adjacent epidel'mal cells of a pea root 2 hours 
after inoculation. B, Slightly tangential section of apprcssoriumlikc struc­
tUre only occasionally formed by germinating zoospores; it is fastened to 
outer wal! oJ epidermal eel!. (From Cunningham and Hagedorn (83); 
courtesy of .T, L. Cunningham.) 
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FIGl'RE 20.-Camera lucida drawing of penetration of pea roots by zoospores 

of ilJlltunomyces I!!lteicites 8 hours after inoculation: .4, C, E, and 11', Pene­
tration directly through epidermal cell wall; B and V, intercellular penetra­
tion. Wedging action of hyphae is clearly shown in B, D, E, and 11'. All 
figures were drawn :from cross sections except C, which was from a longi­
tudinal section. (From CUnningham and Hagedorn ~S3); courtesy of J. L. 
Cunningham.) 

(816). Consequently the plants may frequently survive to maturity 
and give substantial crop yields even though the cortex of the 
underground parts of plants is decayed (125, 126). In severe root 
rot cases, the leaves shrivel, plants remain stunted, and they may 
eventually collapse and die. 

The rapid intracellular and intercellular invasions of the root 
cortex observed by Cunningham and Hagedorn (83), as well as the 
resulting characteristic visible symptoms of water-soaked, softened 
areas on the root, are suggestive of an enzymatic hydrolysis of 
host tissue during invasion by the pathogen. The intercellular 
spread of the fungus from the infection site could be expected to 
proceed rapidly by the release of pectic enzymes, which would 
depolymerize the pectins of the middle lamella. 

A polygalacturonase, active on both pectins and pectates, has 
been shown to be produced by A.. euteiches in vitro and in pea root 
tissue (:28-80, 8.4.9). This enzyme, purified from culture filtrates of 
A. cuteiches, caused a perceptible softening and maceration of 
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healthy pea tissue slices in the study by Ayers et al. (30). How­
ever, since intact pea roots were not affected by the enzyme prepa­
ration, it was postulated that penetration of the epidermis of the 
pea root by the fungus must first occur before the enzymatic 
mechanism could be expected to have a role in pathogenesis. 

Cellulase, known to be produced by _4. ellteiches in vivo as well 
as in vitro (3,49), may also be important during pathogenesis. The 
intracellular as well as intercellular penetration and spread of 
11. euteiches in pea root tissue suggests that a cellulase may be 
active in the breakdown of cellulosic cell wall material. Further 
critical histochemical studies "for enzyme production in invaded 
plant tissue will be necessary to determine the importance of these 
hydrolytic enzymes, and possibly others, in the disease process. 

SU~~ll'beCl Uluckroot 

Less is known of the infection process of sugarbeet by A. cochli­
oides than of the pea infection by A. enteiches. There have been no 
recent histological studies of the step-by-step progress of the black­
root disease; however, McKeen (200) studied the development of 
the fungus in sections of infected sugarbeet seedlings. 
Myce~ium was found only in the intercellular spaces of the 

cortical tissue of the hypocotyl and root. The hyphae were rather 
scanty in affected tissue, and a relatively small part of the inter­
cellular spaces was occupied. The fungus appeared to spread 
slightly in advance of visible symptoms. Cell walls adjacent to the 
mycelium became dark brown to black, and later in the infection 
process, considerable amounts of dark granular material sur­
rounded the hyphae in the intercellular spaces. 

McKeen (200) believed that the initial site of infection was 
through the hypocotyl at the soil line. He speculated that open 
stomata on the hypocotyl were the portals of entry of the ger­
minating zoospores, since the sugarbeet hypocotyl has a thick 
cuticle and since the pathogen always appeared to be intercellular. 

Two-hour exposure of roots to a zoospore inoculum of A. 
cochlioides is apparently sufficient for the initiation of infection 
(202), whereas the incubation period for the onset of visible 
symptoms of blackroot in infested soil is about 7 to 8 days (146). 
According to MacWithey (202), 4-day-old seedlings exposed to 
zoospores for 16 to 24 hours before being transplanted in soil 
exhibited symptoms of wilting and collapse of the hypocotyl tissue 
and typical symptoms of hypocotyl blackening. In contrast, seed­
lings exposed to zoospores for 2 to 8 hours showed only hypocotyl 
discoloration at the end of the eighth day. These differences in 
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disease expression were believed to be a function of the number of 
infections sustained by the seedlings. 

Iu()('ululll Potential 
Many experimental studies of A]Jhanomyces spp. have been con­

cerned with inoculum density, but because of widely differing 
methodology used by various investigators, it is difficult to make 
meaningful generalizations in the field situation. Although the 
oospore is generally recognized as the primary inoculum under 
natural conditions, most investigators have used suspensions of 
zoospores in experimental studies because (1) zoospores are easy 
to obtain free of other propagules, (2) they can be counted easily, 
and (3) they can be applied readily as uniform inoculum. 

Studi(·s With Zoospores 
Johnson (8.~2) applied zoospore suspensions of rL ellteiches in 

varying concentrations to soil planted with peas. Maximum root 
rot developed when about 1.6 \; 10' zoospores were applied per 
square inch of soil surface. Disease intensity was progressively 
less but not completely eliminated with inoculum densities of 
4 x lOt to four zoospores per square inch. 

Lockwood ancl Ballard (194) noted that an increase in A. 
euteiches zoospore concentration in aqueous suspensions, added to 
sand culture of peas, caused a corresponding increase in the disease 
index (fig. 21, .tt). About 1.5 ~, 10-' zoospores per milliliter at 10 
m!. per 10-inch l'O\\, of pea seedlings were needed to obtain a 
consistently high level of disease. Similar results linking disease 
incidence and severity with zoospore concentration under a variety 
of experimental conditions have been reported by others (35, 190, 
20J,208,204,380,841,342). 

lVIacWithey (202) presented the following data, showing that 
the number of sugarbeet seedlings that developed hypocotyl infec­
tions after exposure for 24 hours to various concentrations of A. 
cochlioicies zoospores was related to the zoospore concentration up 
to about 2 "< 10' zoospores per milliliter. 

Zoospores pel" millilitel' (Jill/lib!.')") HY]locotyl infection (l1ercent) 1 

n 0 
2Xl0t 3 
2XI0~ 10 
2X10·\ 80 
2X10 I 100 
2XlO' 100 

1 Of 80 hypocotyls ('xnmined for ench inoculum concentration, 
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FIGl'RE 21.-..1, R(>lntioll between disease se\'erit~' index and concentration of 
zoospores of Apht!1!oIllYcl'S elLll'ichcs used to inoculate 'Mil'agreen' pea seed­
lings (from Lockwood and Ballard (1.94». S, Disease patterns on six pea 
culth'ars produced by zoospore and oospore inocula: I, Miragl'een; II, Early 
r('!'fection: nT, P.T. 175232: IV, P.I. 169604; V, P.I. 180693; VI, P.I. 166159. 
DisE.'as(' severity indexes producE.'d by zoosporE.'S and oospores did not differ 
statistically at :i-percent level. (From Beute and Lockwood (85).) 
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Bhalla (88) attempted to determine the minimum number of 
"..t, l'lltei('lles zoospores required to initiate infection of pea roots. 
As few as three motile or two nonmotile zoospores per seedling 
were suflicient to initiate infection in 50 percent of pea seedling 
roots placed in polyethylene tubing (ED:... ) nt 28~ C. In steamed 
soil and in nonsterile natural soil,ED ... values of 16 and 282 motile 
zoospores pel' plant were recorded. respectively. These low values 
indicated that a single zoospore could cause infection resulting in 
pea root rot in vitro. I-Iowe\'er, in natural ~oil the likelihood of 
infection from a single spore was reduced. 

In further studies, Shalla and Mitchell (J. E. Mitchell, pel's. 
commull.) noted that infectivity based on ED,,, values varied with 
the isolate of ...L C'utC'ichcs used. Temperature also had a pronounced 
('(fect on the Ilumbers or Zoospol'es required for initiation of infec­
tion. At temperatures lower than 28" C. the ED\" values increased 
prog"t't'ssively. It was not certain whether the effect of temperature 
was on the inoculum required for initiation of progressive infec­
tion or on symptom development. 

The prevalence of blackl'oot disease among inoculated sugarbeet 
seedlings 'was reported (20.n to increase logarithmically with the 
inoculum density or A. (,fJC'IIUoicies ZOOSPOl'es. MacWithey (:208) 
indicated that a certain lInspet'ifi.ecl minimum number of zoospores 
in an aggregate seemed to be required to induce typical symptoms. 

Stlldies With Onspo('t·s 

A direct relationship between inoculum density and disease 
incidence and sev<:'rity has been obser\'ed with oospores as inocula. 
Boosalis Ilnc1 Seharen un screened plant debris fragments from 
Roil and noted a l'ol'l'elation in the severity of root rot with the 
number of debris particles containing oospores of ft. ellteiches. 
Beute and Lockwood (,:1:» comparecl oospore inoculum present in 
a naturally infested soil with zoospore inoculum, in inciting root 
rot in six culth'Hrs of peas (lig. 21, B). The pattern of disease 
response with the two types of inocula was similar and indicated 
to these authors that zoospores could be used with confidence in 
assessing resistance of pea cultivHrs to A. ciltriclll's. 

The int'iclence of sllgarbeet b\nckroot varied with the number of 
oospores per milligram of decomposing barley residues in the 
study by MacWithey (204·). The addition of nitrate nitrogen to 
soil to decrease the carbon :nitrogen (C :N) ratio increased the 
oospore concentration in the residues. His results suggested that 
crop residues may i.ncrease the inoculum concentration of A. 
('ol'lllioldes, and the extent of the increase could be altered by 
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varying the C:N ratio. Schneider anel Yoder (C. L. Schneider, 
pel's. commun.) observed that sugarbeet seedlings developed 
typical blackl'oot symptoms when grown in 4-inch pots of sterilized 
soil infested with old, dried mycelium that was rich in oospores. 
B1ach'oot did not develop in pots infested with dried mycelium 
lacking ooSpores. About 7 '~ 10! oospores per pot were necessary to 
insure disease development. Later C. L. Schneider (pel's. commun.) 
in another study noted an increased seedling disease severity with 
increasing dosages of the dried oospore inoculum. 

A method for measuring the root rot potential of soils was 
developed by Mitchell et. al. (:214). This method utilized screening 
of debris particles from Roil followed by inoculation of pea seed­
lings in moist, rolled paper towels. It waR useful for estimating the 
numbers or activity of propagules by their ability to cause infec­
tion. Although the kinds of propagules present and their absolute 
numbers couldllot be determined by the method, it allowed a soil 
with high root rot potential to be distinguished from a soil with low 
potential. About twofold differences in the amounts of inoculum 
I.'ould be detected. 

Despite great attempts to understand the biology of oospores 
in the soil and rhizosphere, it is still not known what spore con­
centration in soil is the absolute minimum to initiate a progressive 
infection of A.phanomyces root diseases. The inability of many 
oospores in soil or debris particles to germinate at anyone time 
under laboratory conditions contributes to our poor understanding 
of the dynamics of inoculum potential. Presumably a single 
germinating oospore within 1 cm. from the root may release 
snft1cient numbers of zoosporeR from one sporangium to incite pea 
or sugarbeet root rot. However, the interrelated factors of mois­
ture level and temperature, as well as unknown factors relating to 
the ability of the oospore to germinate, may be expected to affect 
disease development. 

Mitchell et al. (J. E. Mitchell, pel'S. commun.) have calculated 
from their studies and from theoretical considemtions of the space 
occupied in soil by an average pea root, that one root in four could 
be expected to contact a propagule in soil containing 1 X 102 

oospores evenly distributed in 1 gm. of Roil. Accordingly a concen­
tration of 5 x 102 oospores per gram should permit approximately 
100-percent infection. 

VARIABILITY AND PHYSIOLOGIC SPECIALIZATION 

Research on the variability and physiologic specialization of 
ilplwnomyces spp. has been limited by the lack of Tesistant or 
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immune host cultinlrs, Strain differences of A. ellieiches and A. 
eoehlioiclcs. however, have been reported. The following charac­
tedstics difl'er among isolates: Zoospore size (85), time required 
for sporulation and ability to produce zoospores (lU6, 836), 
amount of growth in culture media (85, 2;37, 2;38, 841) and in 
excised root tips UJ8li), sexual reproduction (85, :287, 288, ::1SU) , 
ancl production of pectinolytic and cellulolytic enzymes (28, ;20, 
;J .4!J). ~o work has been done to separate strains on the basis of 
lwersion (barrage) andl'ate of mutation. 

Very little work had been done on physiologic specialization of 
..1. clltricllrs and even less on that of ,-1. eochlioicies. King and 
Bissonette (16(l) were among the first to study physiologic spe­
cialization of A. cutrielles. They found that six single-zoospore 
isolntes from cIisenRec\ pens collected from different parts of Minne­
sota difrered in their ability to attack various cultivars and selec­
tions of canning peas. Two isolates were highly pathogenic, two 
modemtely pathogenic, amI the remaining two nonpathogenic on 
a ('"ommon cllltival' grown in IVlinne~ota. Sherwood and Hagedorn 
(287) tested two different single-zoospore isolates of .:1. euteiches 
and found that only one parasitized Lotus eondelllatlls, Onobrij­
chia!'ic'ii/oiia, l'J'il()lillln rcpcns, and l"£cia pallnollica. The second 
isolate infected only 'l.'ti/olium pmtense and Amarallthus 1·et1·o­
lle.rlls. Both isolates were pathogenic to peas. 

Similar research of limited Hcope on the physiologic specializa­
tion of A. ellteic/lcs was reported by others (190,259, 336). Carl­
son (.'l86) uRed 10 isolates of fL ellteiches obtained from diseased 
peas growing in Minnesota, New York, and Wisconsin and noted 
considerable strain differences in the ability to infect and produce 
oosporeH in excised root tips of tolerant and susceptible pea culti­
\'~lrs and of various wild and cultivated plants. Scharen (26.1) also 
noted dif1'el'ences in pathogenicity and cultural chal'aders of seven 
single-zoospore isolates obtained from germinated oospores. 

The most recent advances in the study of physiologic specializa­
tion of A. eutcldlcS have been reported by Beute and Lockwood 
(::1:», Sundheim (1[),9), Sundheim and Wiggen (300), and Carley 
(835). Beute ancl Lockwood (3.5) attempted to determine whether 
pathogenic races could be recognized on a series of pea cultivars 
and introductions that differed in their degree of resistance and 
susceptibility. Of 15 single-zoospore isolates of A. euteiches tested 
from various parts of the United States, 14 were similar in patho­
genicity and designated as race 1. One isolate differed considerably 
in pa thogenicity from the others; it was designated as race 2. 
Differtmces in pathogenicity of the two rnces on six pea cultivars 
ancl introductions are shown in figure 22. 
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FrGt'UE 22.-Re;:;pol\!:;(, of six pea cultivars and introductions to race 1 and 
1':1('(' 2 of Aplln/lOmyet's I!ut('ic/tes (isolate 4. represE'nts several isolates of 
raet' 1 lind isolat(' 3 is race 2): Lt, l\liragreenj B, Early Perfection; 0, P.L 
175282; D, P.I. 1()9(iO'!j E, P.T. 180(i93j P, P.l. 166159. (From Rellte and 
LO('kwood (85),) 

The degree and pattern of physiologic specialization were not 
altered by inoclllUn1 concentratJon or by the kind of inoculum used 
(zoospores or oospores). Neither the ability of an isolate to pro­
duce ZOospores nor the time required for zoospore production 
could be correlated with the degree of pathogenicity. 

Sundheim and Wiggen (;]00) experimented with 14 isolates 
obtained from Norwegian field soils and confirmed and extended 
for the first time the existence of physiologic races of A. euteiches 
in Europe. In their studies they used the same six differential pea 
culth'ars used by Beute and Lockwood (85) and differentiated 
physiologic races on the basis of numbers of dead plants 10 days 
after inoculation of pea seedlings with zoospores. Sundheim and 
Wiggen (SOO) divided their 14 isolates into four physiologic races. 
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Their race .1 appeared to be identical with race 1 originally de­
scribed in the United States (::/5). The remaining three races 
difl'ered from race 2 of Beute and Lockwood and were designated 
by Sundheim and Wiggen as races 3, 4, and 5. 

Carley (59, 88i'j) devised a different method to distinguish 
physiologic races of it. £'llieic/tes. First, he showed that bean 
cultivars belonging to various Plwseolus species could be attackr,d 
by A. cllteichcs. Second, he was able to distinguish races among­
eight isolates tested on eight cultivr.rs of Phaseollls species (mble 
5). Although Carley (59) suggested a workable method fOJ' irlcn­
tifying phYHiologic races of A. eldeiches, much remains h' be 
learned. Tn his preliminary experiments he (:)9) used only tl ~.mlll.l 
number of isolates of A. f'lltric/zes without standardized inof.'ulum 
concentrations. 'Moreover. the susceptibility of his ditl'eye-nFal 
('ultivars was highly variable and this variability is und01Jl)~(:(!ly 
undesirable in studies of this nature. 

TABLE 5.-Detectioll aud desigJ!(Ltioll of Aphanomyces euteiches 
fateS 011 .'\ cllllirars of;1 Phaseolus species 1 

I'lw,~rolus spel'i('s Rcaction with designated itphculO/Ilyces 
and ('ultiYar cutcicILes isolate 2 
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~ R:;:;rt'sistant to A. 1'1l1riches. no visiblC' root rot; 8=susceptible to A. 

t'uteicilt's, visiblC' root rot; J=sllsceptlble to ~L euteic/ws, sometimes difficult 
to observe root rot. 

Downie (389) was unable to observe any differences in patho­
genic.ity to sugarbeet and garden beet among 25 single-spore iso­
lates of A. c(}chlioicies in the greenhouse anclll isolates in the field. 

I 
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The geographical rnnge of the isolates he studied, however, was 
limited to Minnesota. Buchholtz and Meredith (50) were the first 
to obtain some evidence concerning physiologic specialization in 
the chronic phase of the disease caused by A. cochlioides. In limited 
experiments they observed marked differences in the ability of six 
isolates of A. cochlioides to induce the chronic phase of blackroot 
of sugarbeets in the field. Two of their isolates were very patho­
genic, two moderately pathogenic, and two nonpathogenic. Warren 
(S16) also reported differences in pathogenicity on sugarbeet 
among 10 isolates in the greenhouse. McKeen (200) in Canada 
was unable to show any differences in pathogenicity among iso­
lates and concluded that physiologic specialization may not be 
present. 

Schneider (847) also found only minor differences in patho­
genicity among some 40 single-zoospore isolates from Michigan, 
Minnesota, Montana, and Ohio. However, he observed differences 
among the isolates in their ability to cause the chronic phase on 
sugarbeets. Some isolates differed in rate of growth at 15°, 20°, 
and 25 0 C., whereas others differed only at 25 0 Additional stUdies • 

were performed by Schneider (272) on the e;dent of physiologic 
specialization of 10 isolates of A. cochlioides obtained from Beta 
vulgaris. Spillaci(~ oleracea, and Chenopodium album, grown in 
soils from five sugarbeet-growing areas of the United States. The 
moderately resistant cultivar U.S. 400 was susceptible to all iso­
lates. No significant differences in pathogenicity were observed 
among the 10 isolates from the three hosts nor from the five loca­
tions. 

DISEASE DEVELOPJlIENT IN THE GREENHOUSE 

AND FIELD 


Inoculum Preparation 

Zoospore Ino('uhull 

Zoospores are the most satisfactory and most common form of 
inoculum of .4. euteiches and .4. cochlioides for greenhouse inocula­
tions of peas and sugarbeets, respectively. Most of the techniques 
for zoospore production have been discussed previously. In our 
laboratory large quantities of zoospores are produced by the fol­
lowing procedure based on the methods of Llanos and Lockwood 
(187) and Schneider (271). 

A. elltciehes or A. cochlioides is grown for 4 days in 500-ml. 
Erlenmeyer .flasks containing 100 ml. of sterile maltose-peptone 
broth (3 gm. of maltose and 1 gm. of peptone per liter). The broth 
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is decanted on the fourth day, 100 m!. of sterile tapwater are 
added to each flask, and the mycelial mats are allowed to stand in 
the tapwater. After 2 hours the tapwater is decanted and replaced 
with 200 ml. of sterile distilled water containing 120 mg. of 
sodium chloride per liter. The mycelial mats are aerated by 
bubbling air through the replacement distilled water for 10 to 12 
hours at 20° to 24° C. Zoospore evacuation of the young thalli 
begins 6 to 7 hours after washing is complete. With this method, 
from 1 X Ion to 3 X 10" zoospores per milliliter may be produced. 
After the zoospore suspension is decanted for use as inoculum, 
water is again added to the flasks to obtain additional zoospores. 
This procedure may be repeated for several days. A few isolates 
of A. eute'iches fail to produce zoospores with this method (35). 
However, these may do so if they stand in steriJe distilled water 
for <18-72 hours before aeration. 

Oospon~ Illot'ululU 
C. L. Schneider (pel's. commun.) developed special growth 

media for production of oospores of A. cochlioides to be ns( J for 
field inoculations. Oospores were produced in abundance in various 
natural media, including oatmeal broth, cornmeal broth, r.ngar­
beet leaves, cruciferous leaves, pearl barley, buckwheat groats, 
and lima bean broth. Homogenized oatmeal broth (5 gm. of oat­
meal per liter) with a vermiculite carrier was the best medium for 
oospore production. A. cochlioides was grown in oatmeal broth 
adjusted to pH 6.6 after autoclaving. The oospore-containing 
culture was homogenized and mixed with vermiculite to dry. The 
dry inoculum could be stored and used when needed for greenhouse 
and field inoculation. Oospore inoculum progressively showed less 
infectivity after 1 year of storage at 4 0 C. as time increased. 
Nevertheless some oospores 31h years old still incited infection of 
sugarbeet seedlings. 

In our laboratory, oospore inoculum of A. euteiches for field 
inoeulations is prepared by growing the fungus in an autoclaved 
cornmeal-sand mixture (sand 98 gm., cornmeal 2 gm., water 13 
mI.) for 30 days and spreading the inoculum uniformly on the 
soil surface before disking. 

Oospore inoculum in soil may also be used for field anG. green­
house inOCUlations. This may be prepared by pianting peas or 
sugarbeets in natural or pasteurized soil, inoculating the young 
plants with zoospores, allowing the disease to develop on the roots 
for 4 to 5 weeks under high soil moisture, removing the plant 
tops, and mixing the infected roots carrying oospores with soil 
(187,34.2) . 
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Oospore inoculum in roots was prepared by Pivaral (345) as 
follows: Peas were planted in autoclaved white sand in flats at 
24 0 C. When plants were 10 cm. high, zoospores of A. euteiches 
were pipetted onto the roots. After 1 month's growth with heavy 
watering, roots were removed, washed, air-dried, and stored in 
polyethylene bags for later use. 

Inoculation Methods 

Greenhouse Methods 

Various methods have been used to inoculate peas or sugarbeets 
with il, ellteiches and A. cochlioicles, respectively, in the green­
house. Zoospore suspensions used as inoculum were applied to the 
surface of the soil after pea or sugarbeet plants were 5 to 8 cm. 
high (166, 842, 347). With A. cochlioicles, 1 X lOr, to 2 x lOr. 
zoospores pet' 4-inch pot were needed to determine varietal re­
sistance 0:1' sugarbeets. 

Lockwood and Ballard (194) stressed the impodance of care­
fully standardizing inoculation techniques for evaluating peas for 
root rot resistance. Pea seedlings were grown in sand without 
nutrients or in an autoclaved mixture of equal parts of ground 
pea and sand (35, 194). Pea seeds \vere surface disinfected and 
planted in rows 2 cm. deep in metal pans. The plants were inocu­
lated once when 2 to 5 cm. tall by pipetting zoospores of A. 
eldeiches adjacent to the rows, and the sand-peat mixture was 
saturated with water. Mter 3 to 4 weeks of growth, the plants 
were harvested and evaluated for disease severity. In Lockwood 
and Ballard's inoculation experiments, root rot development was 
affected by depth of planting and age of plants at inoculation, age 
of zoospores, concentration of zoospores and volume of suspension, 
and distance from the plant to the point where the inoculum was 
placed in the plant row. 

The effects of nutrients on infection of peas by A. euteiches was 
studied by Papavizas and Davey (242) with the use of )f-gallon 
glazed crocks containing acid-washed white quartz sand (fig. 23). 
The sand was moistened with nutrient solution and three surface­
disinfected p€<~ seeds were sown in each crock. Each crock was 
covered with the bottom of a 7-cm. deep storage dish to reduce 
evaporation until seedlings emerged. Crocks were equipped with 
manometers to maintain liquids at desired levels. Immediately 
before inoculation the rubber sidearms of the manometers were 
lowered to drain off the liquid from the crocks, the sand was 
flushed three times with distilled water and three times with 
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l'N-3592 

l"IGtlRE 23.-Glazed ~%-galloll crocks containing washed quartz sand with 
manometers: Left, inverted storage dish bottom is placed 011 surface of sand 
to reduce excessive evaporation until seedLing emergence is complete; 1'ight, 
pea plants supported by pot labels and strings, (From Papavizas and 
Davey (242).) 

sulfate-free nutrient solution, and the rubber sidearms were re­
turned to position. Zoospores (6 x 10" per crock) in nutrient solu­
tion were added to the crocks to within 0.5 cm. of the top of the 
sand. Subsequently the liquid level was maintained within 5 to 6 
cm. of the top. 

Additional special methods employing zoospores have been used 
to inoculate peas with fL euteiclies. Haglund and King (140) grew 
pea seedlings for 7 days at 21 0 C. in sterilized vermiculite after 
which the I'oot systems were washed in tapwater. The pla.nts were 
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then suspended in a shallow tray containing an aqueous suspen­
sion of zoospores, incubated at rOom temperature for 24 hours, 
and transplanted into 5-ml. clay pots containing steamed soil. The 
uniformity and effectiveness of the inoculation method provided 
an accurate evaluation of varietal tolerance to common root rot. 

The following method \vas used by Carlson (386) to inoculate 
excised root tips with .11. eute'iches. Lateral root tips from axeni­
cally grown plants were placed in a sterile Syracuse dish (52 mm. 
inside diameter) to which 5 ml. of zoospore inoculum had previ­
ously been added. After incubation for 24 hours at 20° C., the root 
tips were removed from the inoculum, placed in petri plates with 
10 ml. of sterile distilled wab"l". and incubated for <18 to 288 hours 
at 20° C. 

Fi(·ld Methods 
Various methods have been used for field inoculation of peas 

and sugarbeets. Johnson (842) was among the first to use infested 
soil for field inoculations of peas with A.. euteiches. In his experi­
ments, row furrows were opened in the field, pea seed was planted, 
a measured volume of soil inoculum 'va~1 placed over the seed, and 
the furrows were covered with field soil. 

Schneider (847) compared the following three field inoculation 
methods: (1) Zoospore suspensions of .4. cochl-ivides were applied 
to rows of emerging seedlings with a sprinkling can, (2) arti­
ficially infested soil was applied with the seed at planting with a 
fertilizer distributor, and (3) autoclaved sugarbeet seed, coated 
with vermiculite and nutrient broth and artificially infested with 
the fungus, was applied in the seed row with the fertilizer dis­
tributor. Field infections occurred only when the last method 
was used. 

In subsequent experiments, Schneider (267) tested the follow­
ing inoculated substrates in the field: (1) Infested steamed soil, 
(2) oat-grain medium, and (3) sorghum-grain medium. Inocula 
were applied in the drill row with a V-belt planter. All three 
methods of inoculation increased incidence of blackroot versus 
that in noninoculated plots. However, since each of the three 
media was tested by Schneider (267) separately at different times 
and in difrerent locations, no direct comparisons can be made. 

IUethods of Disease Rating 
Several methods of disease rating in peas infected with A. 

ellteiches have been used (35,194,285,289,342). That developed 
by Smith and Walker (289) has been used perhaps more exten­
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sively than any other method since the 1950's and is described here. 
Plants are carefully lifted and examined for disease symptoms 

when 3 to 4 weeks old. Plants are individually rated on an arbi­
h'ary infection scale as follows (fig. 3) : 0, no visible symptoms; 
1, slight water-soaking on epicotyl or on primary or secondary 
roots; 2, moderate water-soaking on primary roots or epicotyl with 
light-brown areas confluent and Il10re extensive but not involving 
entire toot; 3, infected areas extensive, soft, but not collapsed, 
epicotyl not markedly shriveled; 4, extensive discoloration with 
tissue collapse and disintegration; dead plants are rated in this 
class. 

A Disease Severity Index (DSI) is calculated by multiplying the 
number of individuals in each class by the class number, then 
multiplying the sum of the products of each class by 100, and 
dividing the figure by four times the total number of plants. The 
following is a simplified formula of calculation: 

~ (disease class x number of plants in that class)
DSI =. '-, "-""""-,,,,-,-,,-,,,-~~,"--~,~,-------- x 25 

total number of plants 

With this system, when all plants are healthy, the DSI is 0, and 
when all plants show severe symptoms, the rating is 100. This 
method of disease rating has been used extensively (84, 215-217, 
;285, '286', '244). 

Sherwood and Hagedorn (£85') modified Smith and Walker's 
method to suit field conditions where large numbers of plants are 
nSliallyrated. Pea roots are removed from the fleld at intervals of 
40 to 70 feet and rated as follows: 0, no disease; I, slight disease; 
2, moderate disease; 3, severe disease. A field DSI is calculated by 
the formula­

~ (percent of tot.:'l.l area in class x class value) 
DSI= ",.' ,... ,-,." .........--------.-----­

3 
Afield DSI of 0 indicates that no root rot is in the field and 100 
indicates that 100 percent of the field has severe root rot. 

An indirect method of disease rating in peas involves deter­
mination of yield and tenderness (285). Readings are taken with 
a tenderometer and the data calculated as follows (138): 

Yield at tenderometer 100= 
actual yield- (tenderometer reading-lOO) x2S.7 

If the tenderometer reading is greater than 100, the adjusted yield 
is lower than the actual yield and vice versa, because weight of 
peas increases with increase in maturity. A standard maturity if! 
represented by a t:enderometer reading of 100. 



86 'l'gCHNICAL Bl'LLgT"i1\ 1485, L'.S. DKP'l'. OF A(;RTCUUl'URE 

Disease ratings in sugarbeets infected with A. cochlioides are 
obtai.ned by methods similar to those used in peas (278). Two to 
four weeks after inoculation each plant is assigned one of the 
following ratings according to the severity of blackroot (fig. 5) : 
0, no visible symptoms; 1, light symptoms; 2, moderate symptoms; 
3, severe symptoms; il, plants deacl. A DSI for sugarbeets is calcu­
lated in a manner similar to that for peas (289). 

Hoot Rot Potential of FiCld Soils 

Since no quantitative techniques are available to determine 
inoculum density of 11. eutc'iches and .fl. coclzlioides, a greenhouse 
bioassay was developed to estimate root rot potential of field soils. 
The greenhollse technique for determining levels of soil infesta­
tion by A. ('ochlioicles was first conceived by Fink (109) and 
developed by Fink and Buchholtz (110). The rationale behind this 
technique is the fact that it may be possible to predict how much 
root rot there is likely to be in a certain field b;: determining the 
inoculum potential of representative soil samples in the green­
house by the susceptible plant assay method, provided conditions 
are favorable for root rot development. 

Soil samples were taken from sugarbeet fields prior to planting 
and brought to the greenhouse. Treated sugarbeet seed was planted 
in these samples in 6-inch pots, and the percentage of seedlings 
infected with 1'1. cochlio'ides in 30 days was determined and re­
corded for each sample. The degree or intensity of soil infestation 
in the field was deducted from the percentage of total seedlings 
infected in the greenhouse. In 1947 the correlation between inten­
sity of soil infestation and estimated crop loss was 0.93, between 
intensity of infestation and percentage of deformed beets 0.73, and 
between intensity of infestation and weight of 300 beets -0.47. 

Although Fink (109) and Fink and Buchholtz (110) suggested 
thut greenhouse determinations of the DSI of field soils prior to 
planting ofl:'ered considerable promise as a means of predicting 
sugarbeet losses in the field, no relevant continuation of this re­
search can be found in the A. cochlioides literature. However, sev­
eral papers 011 this subject appeared in the 1950's and 1960's on 
A. euteiches (158, 232, 252, 253, 285, 342, 848). 

Johnson (158, 342) was the first to adapt the sugarbeet tech­
nique of Fink and Buchholtz (110) for peas. This technique is now 
used by some pea-canning companies (848). Johnson (158) in­
dexed peafields for root rot potential by bringing to the greenhouse 
field soils representing the a verage topography of the field, grow­
ing peas in the field soil samples in pots under conditions optimum 
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for A. euteiches infection, grading the roots during blossomtime 
according to an arbitrary scale, and comparing the greenhouse 
DSI and field yields. A greenhouse DSI of 10-30 (low infestation) 
indicated that the field was safe for planting, 31-40 (moderate 
infestation) should be avoided if possible, and <11-100 (severe 
infestation) was hazardous to planti ng. 

Reiling and King (252) determined the greenhouse DSI of soils 
from 49 tields in 1955 and 45 fields in 1956 in :Minnesota and Wis­
consin and compared the DSI values with the root rot that devel­
oped in the field. Later Reiling et aI, (2/>3) devised an elaborate 
soil indexing method for pea root rot caused by il. euteiches and 
FusaJ'ium soZclIli f. sp. pisi. Ten random samples were collected 
from it field and composited to provide 2 gallons of soil. After 30 to 
40 days' growth in the greenhollse, the plants were harvested and 
severity of root rot was numerically rated as 1-2, clean roots; 2-3, 
light infection; 3-4, moderate infection; 4-5, severe rotting; and 
6, death of infected plants. 

Reiling et al. (258) found a highly significant correlation be­
tween the amollnt of root rot that developed in peas planted in soils 
in the greenhouse with the amount of root rot that subsequently 
developed in the fields ft'om which these samples were taken 
(fig. 24). 

These results with ..'1. cuteic/!es were substantiated by Olofsson 
(282) and by Sherwood and Hagedorn (281)). The last two investi­
gators distinguished three categories of fields on the basis of the 
greenhouse DSI: Safe for planting (index 0-50), questionable 
(index 51-69), and dangerous (index 70-100). They also observed 
that of all the factors responsible for yield differences in the field, 
variations in root rot accounted for about 49 percent of the total 
variation in the field. Avoiding "dangerous" fields appeared to be 
the only dependable method for pea root rot control. 

Although field indexing has assisted growers as a stopgap 
method in avoiding losses from root rot, the method is subject to 
several difficulties. Lightly infested fields may give different results 
at different samplings during the same year. In these situations, 
environmenta1 conditions during the growing season may be the 
mos: influential factor and make accurate predictions almost im­
possible. Although it is easy to induce and control root rot develop­
ment in the greenhouse, it is not possible to do so in the field. Dry 
conditions in lightly or moderately infested fields may result in 
very little or no root rot; yet the field may have bpen kept fallow 
on the assumption that root rot would develop. Interference from 
other root pathogens such as Pyth'i1t1n spp., whicr can cause root 
browning and rotting, may also reduce the usefulness of the test. 
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ROOT ROT REACTION IN THE GREENHOUSE 

FIGl'RE 24.-Correlation between development of pea root rot caused by 
tlplwnamyces (Juteiches in greenhouse tests and root rot development in 49 
tielch; in 1955. (From Reiling et:11. (2,53).) 

In addition, samples from heterogeneously infested fields may 
sometimes overestimate field root rot potential. 

Factors Affecting Disease 

'l'<~lllpcraturc 

The effect of soil temperature on the severity of common root rot 
of peas incited by A. euteiches was first studied by Jones and 
Drechsler (160). In their experiments, infection in the greenhouse 
occurred throughout the entire temperature range at which peas 
grow. Little disease developed at temperatures below 15° C. 
Haenseler (1;27) showed that A.phanomyces root rot was rarely 
found in New Jersey before the middle of May and that a minimum 
daily temperature of at least 14° lasting ovei' several days was 
necessary for infection. In these earlier studies the temperature 
range at which root infection by A. e1lteiches could occur was 
between 15" and 311", with an optimum somewhere between 15° 
and 30' (.l20, 160, 161). 
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The optimum range fOl' pea root rot development in sand was 
reported by Smith and Walker (;289) to be 24" to 28° C. No infec­
tion was obtained at 12'. Infection was slight at 16° and consider­
able at 32", Similar results were obtained by Sherwood and 
Hageelorn (;285). 

Few' recent Htuclies can be found on temperature, but several on 
A. rlitric/zC's narrowed the optimum range for disease development 
between 20 and 25" C. (01, ;Mr, .348). Temperatures for maxi­
mum disease development closely approximate those most :favor­
able for growth of .:1. ('uleiches in pure culture (cf. section on 
Physiology of ('aulinl Organisms) . 

.More precise information about the role of temperature on dis­
ease development has been obtained by growing inoculated peas in 
sand under constant tempel'atul'e 01' by exposing f::xcised root tips 
to .ApluoLOmllc('s zoospores in water. Root rot of peas developed 
well at 20, 2"1', and 28 C. saud temperature but was very mild 
at 16 (l!J,i). A maximum amount of disease \vas obtained at 25°, 
but this wmi not significantly different from that observed at 20°. 

In another test, Lockwood (U}{) observed that root rot develop­
ment of the pea cultivHl' Miragreen increased with temperature 
from 16' lip to 24' C. With two plant intl'oductions, however, root 
rot incre"tsecl with increasing temperatures up to 28". Differential 
resistance of the two plant introductions was expressed at all 
temperatures except 16' (fig. 25). 

In excised root tip experiments of the cultivar Perfected Wales 
placed in zoospore suspensions and incubated for 24 hours at tem­
peratures ranging from 5~ to <10" C, no oospores deve-loped in the 
root tip tissue at 5" and 40' (6l). Oospore formation OCCUlTed at 
25' and decreased at temperatures above or below that optimum 
(61, ail:'). 887). 

More recently Bmke and Mitchell (58) and Burke et aI. (54) 
repol'ted that infection of the taproot of peas was greater at 16" C. 
than at 24') or 28", even though these temperatures are optimum 
for root rot development (:lSD). Rot by pathogens other than 
A. cZlteiches was reduced by growing the seedlings at 16". Infec­
tion due to A. eHteiches at 16", however, remained latent and symp­
toms seldom developed unless the plants were subjected to higher 
temperatures. In the experiments by Burke et a!. (54) symptoms 
developed more rapidly at 28", but by 18 to 21 days after planting, 
disease incidence was about the same in plants grown at tempera­
tures ranging from 20" to 28" after an initial inCUbation at 16°. 

These results \vould indicate that in soils where other root patho­
gens exist, there is an optimum temperature for infection at about 
16° and an optimum temperature for symptom development at 28°. 
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["rGnU) 25.-Root rot seyerity of two pea introductions and cultiYar Mira­
green caused by Aphallomyces e1!teiciles as affected by temperature: A, P.I. 
180693; B, P.I. 16960-1.; C, l\Iiragreen. Least difference for statistical sig­
nificance at ii-percent l('wl was 0.7. (From Lockwood (190).) 

[nfection studies with .fL euteiches in natural soil should then be 
performed at 16° rather than at higher temperatures. Also, peas 
planted early may escape A.phmiOmyces root rot to a greater extent 
than those of later plantings because more pea growth occurs 
before the threshhold temperature for symptom development is 
reached. 

Data relating to the effect of temperature on the development of 
blackroot of sugarbeets incited by A. coclzlioide.r; are meager. At 
13~ C. and below there was only slight blackroot of sugarbeets 
(200). At 17°, blackroot became serious, and at 21 0 and 25° it 
wa" very severe. Similar observations had previously been made 
by Afanasiev (7). 

Soil ~Iojstur(' 
The bulk of research on the effect of soil moisture has been done 

\yith 11. euteic/tes of peas. This pathogen depends on high soil 
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moisture for infection, root rot development, ~U1d rapid spread. 
The favorable effect of high soil moisture on root rot development 
has been obser\'~d many times and serious disease outbreaks are 
exclusively associated with unusually wet seasons. When soil mois­
ture reaches 30- to 35-percent saturation, severe pea root rot may 
occur (.289), and frequent rains that maintain high :;oil moisture 
increase root rot !;everity (161). Reinking (2.54) and Reinking and 
Newhall (2.56) noted in their surveys that pea root rot was of 
relatively little importance during extremely dry growing seasons, 
even though the soil was infested with A. ellteiches. Root rot was 
practically absent in New York in the dry year of 1939, widespread 
in 1940, a wet year, and not yery common in the moderately dry 
year ofH)·n. 

Root rot of peas is likely to be most severe in heavy, poorly 
drained, ancl compact ~;oils or in soils in which water may be held 
by impervious subsoil or by subirrigation Ul9, 160, 161, 186, 81;3). 
The pathogen is also most persistent in such soils (160). Soils with 
excessive drainage, on the other hand, are not conducive tv severe 
root rot, but their yield potential is too low to make them impor­
tant for profitable pea culture (160). 

J ones and Dl'echsler (160) reported that there was little dif­
ference in root rot severity whether peas were grown in the green­
house in infested soil maintained at 30 and 60 or at 80 percent of 
the soil water-hOlding capacity (WHC). They noted, however, that 
disease severity in the field was greater in soil with a high mois­
ture content or in soil in which water was held by impervious 
subsoi1. 

Haenseler (LUi) grew peas in soil at moisture contents ranging 
from 20 to 100 percent of WHet He noted that root rot was favored 
by high soil moisture with :30 percent of WHe being close to a 
minimum for the disease. Even though 100 percent of the plants 
became infected when grown in soils with a moisture level of 
30 percent and above, the effect of the disease on growth of the 
plant nne! subsequent yield was not very marked. Haenseler (126) 
also noted that no infection occurred at a soil moisture fluctuating 
between 40 and 20 percent. The highest infection of peas occurred 
when soils were kept consistently at 60 and 80 percent of WHC 
and at moistures fluctuating between 80 and 60 and between 80 and 
40 percent. 

Not all investigators agree on the minimum moisture content 
necessary for infection. Smith and Walker (;289) reported that 
practically no root rot occurred when peas were grown in infested 
soil maintained at 45 percent of WHC, whereas 72 percent of the 
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plants became infected when grown in soil maintained at 75 per­
cent of WHC. Smith ~1l1c1 'Walker's minimum is somewhat higher 
than that observed by Haenseler (126). Results similar to those of 
Smith and 'Walker were also reported by others (IH, ;282, 811, 
BI·n. 

Burke et al. (51) recently studied interactions between tem­
perature and soil moisture in relation to seedling infection in soil 
naturally infested with rL c-llic-ic/1es. Seven days after planting, all 
plants at 16-> and 24{) C. were infected by it. ellteiclies when the 
soil had been saturated for 24 hours before removal of plants. In 
nonsaturated soil maintained near field capacity, 56 percent of the 
plants were infected at 24° and 26 percent at 16°. The 16° soil 
temperature reduced root rot incidence in the npnsaturated soil but 
not in the saturated sl)il. Their results also show that only brief 
periods of soil saturation are needed for sufficient seedling infec­
tion by 11.. cuteic/zes. Such brief periods of soil saturation may 
occur with several hours of rain, especially in heavy, compact soils. 

Pea losses because of root rot may not necessarily be propor­
tional to the amount of infection but may depend on the timing of 
infection in relation to the stage of pea growth and the amount and 
timing of soil moisture. According to Haenseler (125), if infection 
occurs early or infected plants are subjected to extreme drought at 
pod developing time, injuries may be so great that the entire crop 
may be lost. In a wet soil, and especially if infection occurs at later 
stag~s of plant growth, damages may not be appreciable as long as 
the plant water-conducting part is left intact by A. euteiches and 
provided other parasites or saprophytes do not invade the affected 
tissues. 

Johnson (842), whose results essentially agree with those of 
Haenseler, noted that low soil moisture during the last half of the 
growing period was as detrimental to pea height and weight as a 
continuous low moisture throughout the growing period. Variation 
in soil moisture during the first and last half of the growing period 
in heavily infested soils affected plant growth more than it affected 
the. degree of root rot. 

There is practically no information on the exact moisture rela­
tionships of mycelial growth in the soil, oospore germination and 
zoospore production, and frequency of infection by the two Apha­
nomyces specieR. The fact that high soil moisture favors high root 
rot development may not be entirely due to increased oospore 
germination and zoospore release at high soil moisture. Informa­
tion also is not available on the moisture relationships of oospore 
and zoospore survival in soil. 
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Soil Heat'lioll 

Very few reports in the literature concern the effects of soil 
I'eaction on the OCC1I1'I'ence or severity of pea root rot or sugarbeet 
blackroot, Jones and Linford (tal) were unable to detect any 
relationship between soil reaction and severity of pea root rot 
caused by fl. C'llteiches. In our own greenhouse experiments we 
never failed to obtain infection and good disease development in 
soils of varying pH values (G. C. Papavizas, unpub. data). Accord­
ing to Haenseler (127), the optimum pH for infection was so near 
the optimum for pea growth that reactions capable of inhibiting 
infections by 11. C'llteichC's injured peas as much as or even more 
than the pathogen. Sulfur concentrations of 300 to 1,200 pounds 
per acre that reduced soil pH and disease were toxic to plants. His 
conclusions probably explain why there has. been so little work 
done on this environmental factor. 

Haenseler (127) stated: "It seems evident from these tests that 
there is little hope of reducing losses from root-rot by adjusting the 
soil reaction with lime or sulfur. Liming favors the growth of the 
peas but also encourages the disease. Sulfur, on the other hand, 
may reduce or prevent the disease but the quantity of sulfur 
necessary to prevent infE'ction s~ems to injure the crop as much 
as or more than the disease itself." 

SoH Typ(' 

'1'here is a lack of agreement as to the effect of soil type on 
development of root rot. During the spring of 1924 Drechsler (99) 
conducted a survey of some pea-growing districts of Delaware, 
Maryland, and New Jersey to determine the prevalence of pea root 
rot. He noticed that the destruction of the cortex appeared to 
extend farther up the stem above the ground level on plants grown 
in loose, open soils than those grown in heavier compact soils. He 
also noticed that most of the fields in which plants were severely 
diseased were those containing a porous type of soil. 

Jones and Drechsler (160) noted that in Wisconsin root rot 
appeared earlier and was more severe in red clay than in other 
types of soil. In Maryland they reported that peas grown in a very 
sandy soil were severely diseased. However, this field had an im­
pervious subsoil, which greatly reduced drainage of water from 
the field. Jones and Drechsler (160) concluded that any soil that 
naturally retains water, or in which water is held because of its 
reiation to impervious subsoils, provides the most favorable 
conditions for development of the disease. 
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In their pea disease survey conducted in 1924, Jones and Lin­
ford (161) examined fields consisting of 27 distinct soil types and 
seven groups of incompletely classified soils. No soil type was 
found that provided an environment in which root rot could not 
develop. With similar cropping histories, clays ~md clay loams had 
a higher percentage of severely infested fields than loams, silt 
loams, or lighter soils. In fields in which there was more than one 
soil type, disease usually appeared first in soils with the greatt!r 
WHe or in poorly drained areas. Linford and Vaughan (186) also 
Hoted that pea root rot was more severe at first in heavy than in 
medium or light soils, but once established, root rot was remark­
ably persistent on all types. 

In a greenhouse bed consisting of 10 cm. of a l"edloam overlying 
clay soil infested with A. ellteiches, Geach (114) found root rot to 
be relatively mild after eight heavily watered pea crops. Itwas very 
severe when alluvial soil was used on top of the clay instead of red 
loam. 1'emp (349) noted that the soil type affectedl"oot rot develop­
ment in peas. The greatest decline of root l'Ot severity with time 
was observed in black silt loam and gray-brown silt loam, and the 
slowest decline in muck soils and in gray-yellow silt loams. Root rot 
potentiaJ decreased to a small extent only in fields with red clay 
soils. 

Age of Plants 

Schneider (347) demonstrated that the age of sugarbeet seed­
lings at time of inoculation with A. cochlioides affects blackroot 
severity. The older the seedlings were at the time of inoculation, 
the lower were the incidence and the amount of blackroot. In 
Schneider's experiments the greatest contrast between a resistant 
and a susceptible sugarbeet variety occurred when zoospore inocu­
lum was applied to soil 15 days after planting. Both varieties 
appeared equally susceptible when inoculated 5 days after plant­
ing. Blach'oot incidence was not great enough to demonstrate 
differences in its severity between the two varieties when they 
were inoculated 1 month after planting. 

Similar results were obtained by Lockwood and Ballard (194), 
who obtained more pea root rot when 4- and 6-day-old seedlings 
were inoculated than when 8-day-old seedlings were inoculated 
with A. euteiches. In additional experiments with pea seedlings 
inoculated at 0, 8, and 21 days after planting, Lockwood (190) 
noted that root rot in the pea cultivar Miragreen and in two pea 
introductions tended to decrease with increasing age of plants at 
inoculation. 
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Age of Illnt.'llllllll 

Lockwood and Ballard (194) and Lockwood (190) showed that 
zoospores of A.. euteiches from cultures grown for 4 days produced 
the highest amount of root rot in peas and those from 12-day-old 
cultures the lowest amount. Zoospores from 8-day-old cultures 
were intermediate in this respect. Lockwood and Ballard also 
observed that zoospores of .4. euteiches 2 hours old (mostly motile) 
and 14 hours old (mostly encysted) produced the same amount of 
disease . 

.Lot.~atioll of Illocululll 
Haenseler (U6) studied migration of ZOOspores in natural soil 

by placing zoospore suspensions with a hypodermic needle at dis­
tances of one-half, 1, 2, and 3 inches from pea rows. No peas were 
infected when zoospores were applied at a distance of one-half inch 
01' more from peas, whereas djrect contact inocula resulted in 
L12-percent infection. Haenseler concluded that zoospores are un­
able to migrate any appreciable distances in soil and to produce 
saprophytic mycelium that might advance and infect peas away 
from the germinated zoospore. Lockwood and Ballard (194) ob­
tained the highest amount of disease and least variation when 
zoospore inoculum was placed as close as possible to pea rows than 
when placed 2.5 or 5 cm. from the rows. 

More recent experiments by Burke et a1. (51, 5.ft.) with soils 
infested with several root rot pathogens of peas showed that the 
most etlective arrangement for rapid root rot development by 
A. euteiches was when a layer of infested soil was sandwiched 
between two layers of vermiculite and placed only 1 cm. below the 
seed. On the other hand, peas grO'WD in and extending beyond 
islands of infested soil implanted in noninfested field soil escaped 
severe root rot or root l'ot was effectively delayed. Infection by 
A. eute'iches, which was most pronounced in the taproots between 
the gl~owing point and the cotyledonary node, appeared to originate 
behind healthy root tips. 

Interat.'lions of Aphallomyces ~Tith FWlgi, 

Nematodes, .and Viruses 


.Flll1gi 

Root rot of peas in the field is a complex disease incited by sev­
el'al fungal pathogens, including A. euteiches (24,254), and possi­
bly by nematodes (138). Blackroot of sugarbeets is also a complex 
disease incited by A. cochlioides and by various other pathogenic 
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fungi (46', 77, 200). iUthough plant pathologists generally realize 
that more than one pathogen is usually involved in the root rot 
complexes, it is very difficult to ascertain what role is taken by 
each pathogen and what is the nature of the interrelationships of 
the pathogens. 

Buchholtz (46) studied the sequence of infection of sugarbeet 
seedlings by Pytldurln clebm'yanunl and A.. coclzlioides. He noted 
that the effect of the latter began when seedlings had ceased dying 
from P. clebm'yctnnm, about 15 days after planting. Schneider 
(347), however, noted that A.. cochUot. '1?S was able to infect sugar­
beet seedlings, together with other fungi, during the very early 
stages of plant growth. No mention was made by Buchholtz (46) 
or by any other investigator of any interactions between A. coch­
l-ioicles and other setldling pathogens. 

Pivaral (84.5) in Wisconsin was unable to observe any inter­
actions between P. u.lUmum or P. clebaryanwn and A. euteiches in 
the pea root rot syndrome. Since damping-off by Pythiu1n spp. and 
o4phanom.yces root rot are two of the important diseases of peas 
in Wisconsin and elsewhere, Alconero and Hagedorn (25) studied 
the effect of Pythium on AphanO'lnyces 1'00t rot, They noted that 
adding P. ultinL1l?n or P. debaryanum to soils infested with A. ell­
te'iches had very little effect on the incidence and severity of the 
total root rot. 

From these results and the results of Cunningham and Hage­
dorn (83), who found that A. eu.teiches could infect pea root cells 
directly, A1conero and Hagedorn conc]uderl. that wounds made by 
Pythill1n did not appear to make the pia ·,ts more susceptible to 
A.. ('ute-iches, Alconero and Hagedorn (25) also noted that the 
sequence of infection of peas by Pythi1.l'ln spp. and A. euteiches 
differed from that described by Buchholtz (46) for sugarbeets. 
A. elltdches was abJe to infect pea seedlings during the early stages 
of plant growth, 

Nematodes 

Although nematodes are known to affect the development and 
severity of root diseases of many plants (250), very few studies 
have been conducted on possible interactions between plant para­
sitic nematodes and Aphanomyces spp. Taylor et al. (302) re­
ported that !Several species of parasitic nematodes were associated 
witi: roots of canning peas in Minnesota. However, adding large 
numbers of the spiral nematode (Helicotylenclms 'mic1'olobus Perry 
in .!:'erry, Darling & Thorne (=pseudorob1.lstus (Steiner). Golden) ) 
to soil infested with A, euteiches or Rhizoctonia solani Kuhn did 
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not aft'ect root l'''t severity (301). AlthQugh Haglund and KiJlg 
(138) noted the 4 ..derse effects of nematodes on pea yields, they 
did not establish a relationship between nematodes and A .. eldeiches. 

Later, however, Haglund al1d King (1!;-1) showed that the 
nematode Tyleneho)'hynchus mart'ini Fielding at populations as 
lo,,, as 373 nemato::les per 5-inch pot increased A.phanomyces root 
l'ot considerably. The amount of root rot increase ,vas related to 
the nematode concentration added to Aplwnomyces-infested soil. 
In contrast, the presence of Pratylenckus penetmns (Cobb) Filip­
jev & Schllurmans Stekhoven did not appear to affect the develop­
ment of .,..1. eureiches on 'Little Marvel' peas despite the fact that 
the nematode increased faster in roots infected with the fungus 
than in healthy roots (8.7). Davis (87) even claimed that .Meloido­
Dyne 'illcogll'ita anita Chitwood, in combination with A. euteiches, 
in some cases resulted in development of resistance to A. ellteiches. 
Although Temp (349) anG Temp and Hagedorn (305) reported 
that 18 plant parasitic nematode genera were found in Aphano­
myces-infested soil brought to the greenhouse, they did not study 
possible interactions of nematod.es with A. euteiches. 

More l'ecently Whitney and Doney (321) studied the effect of 
Hete)'odera sc/wcHii Schmidt (sugarbeet nematode) in combina­
tion with .-<1. cochlio'ides on sugarbeet yield. The main losses were 
caused by A. cochi'io'ides alone. Whitney and Doney were unable 
to show any significant interactions between the nematode and 
A. cochlioides on yield losses. From a small trend indicating that 
greater losses were due to the complex than losses caused by each 
organism alone, they concluded that "small synergistic interactions 
between H. schachtii and A. cochUoides on sugarbeet do occur but 
are influenced by other factors." 

Viruses 

Viruses appear to have a significant role in the development of 
Apl1a'llomyC'es root rot of peas. Farley and Lockwood (108) re­
ported that three pea cultivars were more susceptible to A. eu.­
teiches and Fusarium (Hypomyces) solani App. & Wr. emend. 
Snyd. & Hans. f. sp. pisi (Jones) Snyd. & Hans. when plants were 
inoculated previously with any of the following viruses: Pea 
mosaic virus CPMV) , bean yellow mosaic virus (BYMV), alfalfa 
mosaic virus (AMV) , or pea enation mosaic virus (PEMV). A 
twofold increase in root rot severity was usually observed in the 
virus- and fungus-infected plants as compared with the fungus­
or virus-infected plants. 

http:nematod.es
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More recent advances on the effect of viruses on root rot iIl­
creases hale been :eported by Beute and Lockwood (36, 37), who 
studied this phenomenon in great detail. Their evidence suggested 
that infection with BYMV or PMV increased susceptibility of 
'Miragreen' peas to root rot incited by .4.. euteiches or F. solani 
f. sp. pisi by increasing the exudation of nutrients from roots. 
Analysis of this problem was carried further by Beute and Lock­
wood, who found that pea roots of virus-infected plants exuded 
more amino acid, carbohydrates, organic acids, and nucleotides 
than did healthy roots. Increased exudation resulted it} increased 
inoculum potential of the root-rotting organisms and, therefore, in 
enhanced pathogenesis. They also observed that the addition of 
root leachates from virus-infected plants to plants grown in plastic 
pots and inoculated with.4. ellteiclles inereased root rot more than 
did leachates from healthy plants. The root rot increase occurred 
only during the period of increased exudation from roots of virus­
infected plants. 

SURVIVAL AND DISSEMINATION 

Although many areas of study have greatly increased our knowl­
edge of the two most important species of the genus Aphwnomyces, 
they have failed to explain satisfactorily the mechanisms of sur­
vival and decline of the two fungi in soil. The kinds of propagules 
that may can'y A. euteiclles and A. cochlioides from year to year 
over ptriods extending even up to 10 years, the sites of survival, 
the maximum longevity of the propagules, and the factors affecting 
survival have not been completely understood. Problems of tech­
niques have mainly hampered studies on survival in natural micro­
habitats. Although numerous new techniques have been developed 
for studying root-infecting fungi in their soil environment, it still 
is not known how to recover oospores of Aphanomyces from soil 
free of plant debris or how to induce satisfactorily their germina­
tion in soil and in artificial media. 

A. eute'iches and A. cochl-ioides are soil invaders that can survive 
in soil for long periods by means of resistant spores (164). Jones 
and Drechsler (160) reported that A. euteiches may persist for at 
least 6 years after it has become established in the heavier soils 
of Wisconsin. Linford and Vaughan (186) cited evidence that 
A. euteiches can .even survive for 10 years. Fifteen Wisconsin fields 
in which peas had A.. euteic/Les root rot 'within 10 years from a 
Sliney (1.59) were found to contain A. euteiches. Jones and Lin­
ford (161) also noted that out of nine fields which had not been 



APHANOlvlYCES SPECIES A.ND THEIR ROOT DISEASES 99 

planted to peas for 10 or more years, three were still thoroughly 
infested, whereas five were apparently free of the disease. Thus 
disease severity apparently decreases with time in the absence of 
peas, but the time required for a complete decline is exceedingly 
long . .4... ezifeiclles also seemed to persist longer in heavy wet soils 
than in soils less favorable for pea root rot development (161). 

Longevity of MY(Oelium and Zoospores 

Very little work has been done on the surdval of .4.plwllOmyces 
in soil. "No one has b€'en able to cletermine what happens to the 
mycelium of .4.. el/teiches and .4... cocl/lioides in the decomposing 
tissue in soil, and mycelium is universally considered to persist for 
short periods only. Mycelium of .4.. ellteiclzes was readily lysed and 
destroyed by natural soil (1[U). This report and observations of 
Boosalis and Scharen (44) on the persistenr.e of A. e'1lteiches 
oospores in decayed pea residue and the lack of saprophytic ability 
of this organism in soil (288) support the view that A. euteiches 
and perhaps A.. cocldioides do not survive in soil as mycelium. 

In an attempt to determine whether mycelium of A. ellteiches 
is capable of functioning as inoculum in soil, Mitchell et aI. (214) 
performed a series of inoculation experiments of pea seedlings on 
moist paper towels. The rapidity of symptom appearance after 
inoculum application was used as a criterion to detect the kind of 
propagules of A. ellteiches present in the inoculum. Seedlings 
inoculated with a disk cut from the periphery of an actively grow­
ing culture developed symptoms in less than 3 days. Symptoms of 
infections initiated by zoospores appeared in 3 to 5 days, whereas 
those initiated by oospores took longer. Since symptoms on seed­
lings on a towel inoculated with plant debris from infested soil 
became evident in about 3 days, Mitchell et a1. (;214) surmised that 
viable mycelium may be capable of functioning as inoculum in soil 
at some intervali'. of time after its incorporation into soil together 
·with the colonized tissue. Since this information is incompatible 
with the generally accepted view that mycelium of A. euteiches is 
rapidly destroyed by lysis in the soil, more evidence is needed on 
the survival abilit:r of mycelium in soil. 

Zoospores also appear to have little survival value. Haenseler 
(1z6) studied the number of days that zoospores of A. euteiclles 
remained motile and infective to peas in liquid culture. The num­
ber of active zoospores gradually decreased from 1 to 4 days until 
usually by the fifth day all zoospores were inactive. Infectivity of 
the zoospores was correlated with their motility. Thus infection 
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resulted from a 5-day-old zoospore inoculum but not from 6-day­
old zoospores. Approximately the same period of viability was 
observed in soil (127). The question of longevity of zoospores must 
be pursued further not only with motile zoospores but also with 
encysted ones. 

There is even more scarcity of information on the longevity of 
A.. coclzz.io'ides zoospores. Schneider (347) used infectivity of in­
oculum expressed as numbers of seedlings surviving in soil 30 days 
after planting to determine zoospore longevity. He found that zoo­
spores could survive in autoclaved and nonautoclaved soil for at 
least 10 days. 

Longevity of Oospores 

The probable importance of the sexual stage of A. euteiches and 
A. coc'hlioides in survival was suggested by several investigators. 
They estimated the importance of oospores by observing either the 
length of time during which infested soill'emained infectious (114, 
1:27,160,842,348) or the duration during which growth and infec­
tion of fresh host tissue could still occur from colonized dead host 
tissue (214, 348). The assumption that A.phanomyces oospores 
remained viable in infested soil or in colonized dead tissue, which 
germinated to initiate growth or infection in vitro or to start new 
outbreaks of root rot in the field, should be considered circumstan­
tial at best. Since, however, mycelium and zoospores appear to be 
incapable of prolonged survival, and root 1'ots caused by Aphano­
mllces are known to recur in fields even after 5 or 6 years (313), 
01' when 10 or more years elapse between outbreaks (161), even 
circumstantial evidence should be considered seriously. 

Agar and liquid cultures of A. c1lteiches without oospores per­
ished within a month (114), whereas liquid cultures with oospores 
remained viable even for 10 months at room temperature (342). 
Cultures of A. euteiclles containing oospores on cornmeal .agar 
(CMA) survived for at least ll~ years at 4° to 5° C., whereas those 
containing no oospores on CMA supplemented with sucrose re­
mained viable for only 30 to 40 days (G. C. Papavizas, unpub. 
data). Eleven of fifteen cultures of A. cochlioides 7 to 7y:! years 
old, grown on potato-dextrose agar or CMA and covered with 
mineral oil, remained viable at room temperature (265). Geach 
(114) also observed that A. euteiches persisted for at least 2 years 

in fallow soil kept free of all weeds, indicating that oospores may 
survive for at least that length of time in the field. 

More direct evidence has been reported since 1958 that A. eu,­
teiclzcs survives in soil for many years as oospores in the .absence 
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of susceptible hosts. Boosalis and Scharell (44) observed oospores 
of A. e~de'iches in plant debris the season following an infected 
pea crop. Scharen (261, 846) was the first to germinate oospores 
found in decomposing debris and obtain infectious zoospores. 
Scharen concluded that A. euteiches survives in soil in the absence 
of susceptible plants by means of oospores embedded in organic 
debriR. As the debris deeomposes completely, the oospores will 
remain in a free condition in the soil matrix. 

Oospores of A. ellteiches ~were also shown to be viable and infec­
tious after 2 years of alternate freezing and thawing or continuous 
freezing in dry, moist, and satuTated sterile and natural soil (348). 
Only exposure to high moisture for 2 years reduced viability some­
what. Schneider and also Schneider and Yoder (C. L. Schneider, 
pel's. commun.) observed that dried oospore inoculum of A. 
cochlio'ides progressively showed less infectivity at 4 0 C. as time 
of storage increased. Nevertheless oospores 31 :! years old incited 
infection of sugarbeet seedlings. None of these investigators, how­
ever, stutlied maximum longevity of oospores under natural con­
ditions. 

ImpOl·tallcC of Alternate Hosts in the 

Sur"h~al of Aplwnoln)'ces 


Very little direct evidence can be found in the literature on the 
length of survival of A. eute'iches and A.. cochlioides in the field 
between host crops and on factors affecting survival. Oospores may 
carry the two species over from one year to the next, but little is 
known as to how A. euteiches and A. coclzlioides persist for several 
years between successive host crops. Severe infections by A. eu~ 
teiches occurred in fields where peas had not grown for 10 or more 
years (1f27). Also, A. cochl-ioides has been reported to occur in 
fields in which sugarbeets had never been grown (339). 

Several workers (185, 385, 386) postulated that life of A. eu­
te-icbes may be prolonged not only by the ability of oospores to 
remain viable in the soil for many years but also by the ability of 
the pathogen to parasitize many other plants. Although root dam­
age of alternate hosts may be of minor importance, the two patho­
gens may live as weak facultative parasites produc.ing new 
oospores in the infected roots. Development of new oospores in 
alternate hosts and release of the oospores in the soil matrix on 
the decomposition of the infected tissues may not only increase 
inoculum density but also rele&.se a fresh batch of viable oospores 
each year following infection of the alternate hosts. 

Linford (185) first reported that A. euteiches may survive as 
a weak parasite on roots of apparently resistant cultivated plants 

http:rele&.se
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and weeds. Soon thereafter Ha~mseler (127) was able to infect 
with pure culture inoculum the legumes garden pea, Canada field 
pea, s\veetpea, hairy vetch, cowpea, and sweetclover. He also ob­
served mature oogonia and oospores of A. euteic:tes in the infected 
plants, though no aboveground symptoms from the infection could 
be noted in cowpeasand sweet.clover. Haenseler also found oospores 
in Crimson clover, navy bean, redkidne~r bean, spinach, and 
timothy. 

StudiE:H by Geach- (114), Sherwood and Hagedorn (287), and 
more recent studies in Minnesota (61, 16P, 335, 336) established 
that numerous economic plants and weeds were susceptibl? to 
....1. ellteiches and that oospores developed abundantly especially in 
root tips. Cadey (335) even postulated that the importance of 
alternate hosts in the survival of A. ellteiches lies not only on the 
udditional quantities of oospores added to the soil but also on the 
"continuous rej uvenation of the orgar,ism by passage through the 
alternate hosts." In all these studies, however, no direct proof was 
provided to show the actual importance of the alternate hosts in 
the survival of A. (ntteiches in field soils. 

That the longevity of A. euteiches is increased by parasitization 
of alternate hosts in the absence of peas ia supported, according to 
Carley (335), by the following reasons: (1) Crop rotations are not 
effective in reducing the incidence and sev.erity of pea root rot 
(186, 30-'i) ; (2) the pathogen does not grow saprophytically in soil 
(;287) ; and (3) oospore 'Iurvival canno!; account for the longevity 
of the fungus in field soils (185,287). Other crops in the cropping 
sequence that receive large amounts of nitrogen could serve as 
hosts for A. euteil IlLes. Carley (335) found that the amount of root 
rot of corn caused by A. euteiches was increased by ammonium 
nitrogen. Applicat.:on of ammonium nitrogen to corn would in­
crease root ro!; amI ",herefore add three times more inoculum to the 
soil than would nitmte nitrogen. 

Downie (339) and Buchholtz (47) were amOl:..g the first re­
searchers to comment on the possible importance of alternat.e hosts 
in the survival of A. cochlioides. The susceptibility of pigweed and 
lambsquarters to A. cochUoides and the general distribution of 
these weeds in northern Iowa were thought to account for the 
presence of A.cochlioides in this area (47). Coons et aI. (72) 
reported an increase in the incidence of blackroot of sugarbeets 
in soils that supported previously a dense stand of pigweed. When 
beets followed corn and soybeans, stands were significantly better 
than when sweetclover and a mixture of .com alid sweetclover pre­
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ceded sugarbeets. MacWithey (202) also reported that crop resi­
dues may increase inoculum concentration of _4. cochlioides in soil. 
The extent of increase was determined by the carbon:nitrogen 
(C :N) ratio of the residue and could be altered by adding nitrate 
nitrogen to residue-soil mixtures of high C:N ratios. MacWithey, 
however, did not explain how crop residues increased inoculum 
concentration. 

Noc all the information available on A. cochlioides supports the 
contention that alternate hosts are essential to the sur"ival and 
epidemiology of this pathogen. Schneitler (2'1'3) cited the fact that 
in his studies and in studies of others Q7, ZOO) no major crops 
grO\Yll in rotation with sugarbeets in the Great Lakes region of 
the United Statei:i became infected with .4.. cothlioides. Since in 
McKeen's experiments (200) only pigweed and lambsquarters 
were susceptible to A.. cochlio'ides, McKeen concluded that weed 
hosts may not be necessary in building up the inoculum or aiding 
in survival. In his experiments, blackroot was only destructive in 
fields that had continuously or frequently been planted with 
sugarbeeti:i. 

The fact that Boosalis and Scharen (.4.4) found viable oospores 
of A.. f'uteic/les in plant debris fragments from fields the season 
after a pea crop gives support to the thesis that alternate hosts 
may.assist the survival of A. euteiches in the field. Before further 
conclusions can be drawn, however, the following points need 
considerable clarification: (I) Do oospores developing on alternate 
hosts actually carry the pathogen over from year to year for 
10 years or more or do the alternate hosts assist survival by 
releasing a fresh supply of oospores annually? (2) How long do 
oospores survh'e in soil and what is their host range? (3) Is 
AphalloJnyces capable of infecting plants other than the hosts and 
producing oospores '! 

Although considerable evidence exists to support the fact that 
A. etlteiches and A. cochlioides produce oospores in roots of 
alternate hosts, care should be exercised in interpreting observa­
tions of this nature without full proof. Weimer (317) reported 
that oospores of A. cochlioicles may be found in roots of vetch in 
the field in the Southern United States. Linford (185) claimed to 
have observed A. euteiches oospores in roots of alfalfa, sweet­
clover, and vetch growing in pea fields infested with the pathogen. 
What Linford thought to be A. e1deiches oospores in oats and 
barley roots, however, were identified by Drechsler (102) as 
belonging to Aphanomyces cladoga1n1.lS Drechsler. 

http:cladoga1n1.lS
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Infedivity of Aphallomyces Associated With Debris 

It is apparent from previous sections on infection of alternate 
hosts and oospore production in infected tissues that a continuous 
renewal of oospore population may take place in soil even in the 
absence of peas or sugarbeets. Ultimately oospores produced in 
root tissue of plants will be liberated from the decomposing tissues 
and remain free in the soil matrix until they ,,,ill either die or 
germinate and infect new pllmts. Depending on the time elapsed 
since freshly infected tissue is buried in soil and the time a new 
root grows in soil, the possibilities also remain that, in addition to 
oospores, mycelium and encysted zoospores may be viable in 
organic debris and capable of functioning as inoculum. The ques­
tion that needs cladfication in this section is whether propagules 
in organic debris are capable of initiating infection. 

Although there is as yet far too little information available on 
the infectivity of propagules in organic debris, some evidence has 
been produced of the importance of this type of inoculum in root 
rot development. Kotila and Coons (171) were the first to use as 
inoculum the plant debris from one of their previous experiments 
fn which A. cochlioides ,vas present; After 46 days of growth in 
quartz saIld, sugarbeets were equally diseased in sand inoculated 
with debris from diseased plants and in sand inoculated with pure 
cultures of A. cochlioides. 

Boosalis and Scharen (44) were able to show not only that 
oospores n';' A. ellteiches may be found in plant debris fragments 
in soil but also that a high positive correlation existed with the 
numbers of debris particles containing oospores and the severity 
of root rot in soil from which the plant debris fragments were 
separated. Scharen (261) also showed that most of the oospores 
in debris fragments were viable and germinated to produce 
zoospores (fig. 26). The percentage of oospores from debris that 
germinated ranged from 2 to 40. 

The most recent advances on the infectivity of inoculum asso­
ciated ,,"ith debris fragments have been reported by Mitchell et al. 
(214) . To determine whether inoculum of A. enteiches in organic 
debris is infectious to peas, Mitchell et al. separated the debris 
from soil with wet eieving and tested the debris fractions for 
infectivity by a specially developed "rolled towel test" (fig. 27). 

The largest proportion of infective propagules was observed in 
debris collected on a 200-mesh screen and in that which remained 
suspended in water for at least 10 seconds. The fractions differed 
not only in their infectivity but also in time required for symptom 
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expression. Inoculum in suspended debris produced symptoms on 
peas '.vithil1 the first week, whereas plants inoculated with inocu­
lum in sedimented debris developed full symptoms in 3 weeks. By 
using this method, Mitchell et al. (214) were able not only to detect 
A. euteiches in organic debris from soil samples and estimate num­
bers or activity of propagules of the pathogen but also to show 
conclusively that propagules in organic debris are highly infectious 
to peas. 

P1<-3593 

FIG1,.'RE 26.-0ospores of A1J/zanomyces euteiches in plant debris, Two oospores 
germinated (X 500). (From Scharen (261); courtesy of A. L. Scharen.) 
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®, 
l'N-3594 

PIGURE 27.-The Wisconsin "rolled towel test" for Aphanomyces eldeiches for 
testing infectivity of organic debris: .-1, Inoculated pea seedlings i B, inocu­
lated seedlings jll roll ready to go into labeled plastic bag; C, seedlings at 
time of first reading; D, test l'OUS in aluminum box. (From MitchelL et al. 
(214) ; cou.rtesy of J. E. Mitchell.) 

Competitive Saprophytic Ability 
There is a great scarcity of information on saprophytic growth 

of A. euteiches and A. cochlioides in soil independent of the host 
and on their ability to colonize dead organic substrates in soil. 
When autoclaved soil was inoculated with disks from potato­
dextrose agar (PDA) cultures of A. euteiches, the fungus grew 
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rapidly through the soil from the inoculum food base of soil mois­
hll'es of 100- and I60-percent field capacity and somewhat slower 
at 66-percent field capacity (28.'5, 287), .4, euteiches could not be 
recovered from autoclaved soil inoculated with naturally infested 
soil or from nonautoclaved soil seeded with PDA cultures, cultures 
on autoclaved pea roots, or naturally infested soil. In axenic cul­
hll'es, mycelium and oospores formed abundantly in fumigated pea 
tissue, sparsely in winter wheat, oats, and. sweet corn, and not at 
all in rye and barley (;287), Winner (323), who was unable to 
obtain growth of A. cochlioicles in nonsterile soil, concluded that 
saprophytic growth of this pathogen is of no importance for plant 
infectioll under natural conditions. 

From the limited amount of evidence discussed and from un­
published information (G. C. Papavizas, unpub. data) on the ex­
h'eme sensitivity of A, euteiches to antimicrobial agents, it may be 
possible to conclude that competitive saprophytic ability may not 
have an important role in the survival of A. ellteiches and A. coch­
lioides in soil. More critical studies are needed, however, to estab­
lish whether the two species are s.oil-inhabiting or root-inhabiting 
fungi. 

Dissemination 

A,phallomyces spp. are not expected to be disseminated by move­
ment of free oospores or zoospores through the air. Oospores are 
found in the soil or firmly embedded in organic debris. Zoospores 
produced under high soil moisture are also found in the soil. 
Zoospores, however, do not survive dry conditions for long periods. 
Jones and Drechsler (160) reported that A. euteiches could be 
carried from field to field on infected host plants or in infested soil. 

Inoculations of new fields with the pea nodule-producing bac­
terium, for instance, may be responsible for dissemination. Soil 
from an old peafield in Maryland in which peas were diseased with 
A. euteiches root rot was used to inoculate new fields. Peas became 
infected with A. euteiches uniformly throughout each of the in­
oculated fields. In another case, where A. euteiches severely dam­
aged a field where peas had not been grown for several years, 
Drechsler (99) observed that the field had been fertilized with 
pea vines from another field. 

Dissemination may also be achieved when dry soil and debris 
from infested fields are blown by wind and carried onto neighbor­
ing peafields. Very little experimental evidence has been produced, 
however, to substantiate without any doubt this mode of dis­
semination, Jones and Drechsler (l60) believed that the area of 
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the Truax Prairies in Eau Claire County of Wisconsin became 
infested with A. euteiches in this manner. A similar situation was 
thought to have occurred in Rochelle, Ill. Haenseler (127) found 
that A. euteiches survived in air-dried soil for up to 6 weeks, the 
maximum time tested, and still caused disease when the soil was 
planted to peas. He concluded that wind carrying light sandy loam 
and debris containing viable oospores could be transported from 
field to field in New Jersey. 

The flow of surface water from neighboring fields was also cited 
by Jones and Drechsler (160) to be another means by which 
A. euteiches could be introduced into a new field. Tools, agricultural 
machinery, and humans may also be responsible for disseminating 
A. euteiches and A. cochlioides. 

HOST AND PATHOGEN NUTRITION IN RELATION 

TO ROOT ROT DEVELOPMENT 


Effect of' Inorganic Nutrients 

Although a considerable number of publications in the late 
1920's and the early 1930's suggested the use of fertilizers to 
reduce Aphanomyces root rot of peas or blackroot of sugarbeets, 
the first substantial evidence that nutrition of the host or pathogen 
or both may affect root rot development and expression came from 
the University of Wisconsin. In those studies prior to 1940, nitro­
gen appeared to be the most important compound affecting pea 
root rot. Phosphorus and potassium were considered less impor­
tant. Complete fertilizers with nitrogen applied before infection 
occurred reduced root rot in the field more than those without 
nitrogen (814). 

Smith and Walker (289) were the first to study the effect of 
nutrition and ion balance in relation to pea root rot development. 
Nutrient solutions of varying composition and strength were 
allowed to drip at a constant rate into containers filled with 
washed, sterilized silica sand. With dilute nutrient solutions, they 
found that development and severity of Aphanom,yces root rot 
were independent of the nutrient-ion balance and of the form of 
nitrogen. Since their low concentration experiments failed to show 
any effect of the form of ni,trogen on root rot development, Smith 
and Walker surmised that the beneficial effect of mineral ferti­
lizers containing nitrogen ·was dependent on factors other than 
nutrient-ion balance alone. When the nutrient solution was used at 
levels up to five times the normal strength of the solution described 
by Hoagland and Snyder (158), infection and disease severity 
decreased in direct proportion to the concentration of the nutrient 
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solution. Variations in the amount of nitrogen from Oto 15 percent 
more than in the normal solution had little or no effect on the 
degree of root rot. 

Smith and Walker were unable to detect any effect on disease 
development, whether in dilute or concentrated nutrient solution, 
when they varied the ratio of each of the elements nitrogen, phos­
phorus, and potassium from complete absence to an excess of that 
in the balanced solution. They concluded that a high osmotic value 
of the nutrient solution was responsible for disease reduction 
rather than the presence or absence of specific nutrients. It also 
seemed probable to them that the ameliorating action of the 
nitrogen-bearing mineral fertilizers in the field is due to the 
greater activity of the nitrogen present in the fertilizer in in­
creasing the osmotic value of the soil solution rather than to its 
nutritional value. 

The results of Smith and Walker (289) appear to contradict 
earlier work (314), which showed that increased levels of nitrogen 
were more effective than increased levels of either phosphorus or 
potassium in reducing pea root rot severity. To explain this con­
tradiction, Smith and Walker (289) cited the work of White and 
Ross (320), who found that the nitrogen compounds sodium 
nitrate, ammonium sulfate, and ammonium nitrate increased the 
salt concentration of soil solution much more than corresponding 
quantities of the phosphorus and potassium salts used in com­
mercia! fertilizers. The possible inhibitory effect of nitrogen on the 
gro\vth of A.. euteiches observed by Geach (114) in his experi­
ments with high concentrations of nitrogen sources was also ruled 
out by Smith and Walker (289), because root rot development was 
equally inhibited in solutions of high salt concentrations whether 
nitrogen was present in excess or lacking entirely. 

N ow other lines of evidence suggest that osmotic concentration 
of the soil solution may not be the only explanation for Aphano­
'tn.yces root rot reduction by simple or complex mineral fertilizers. 
"Vade (311) obtained considerable reduction of the pea root rot by 
low applications of potassium chloride to a soil with a low salt con­
tent. In waterlogged pots it almost eliminated plant death due to 
root rot, and although most of the plants became infected, root rot 
symptoms were less severe. In this case, a nntrient effect appears 
to be a more probable explanation of the response than an osmotic 
effect, especially since the soil used was very low in salts. Nutrition 
by minerals other than nitrogen affected development of blackroot 
of sugarbeets (171,324). Necrosis of hypocotyls and root tips was 
enhanced in phosphorus-deficient plants. Phosphate added in the 
seedbeds reduced damage by early A. cochlioides infection. 
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To provide some information on this general question, Afanasiev 
and Carlson (15) studied the effects of phosphorus :nitrogen 
(P :N) ratios on sugarbeet development and blackroot severity. 
Their results emphasized the importance of balanced fertilization 
in seedling disease development. The amount of disease was less 
with nitrate than with ammonium nitrogen. 'When manure was 
added to mineral fertilizers, the amount of disease was very low 
in all P:N ratios (fig. 28) . 

The P:N ratios also appeared to affect the amount of disease. 
Sugarbeets were more susceptible to disease when grown in soil 
deficient in phosphorus or nitrogen or botll or in soil with an 
unbalanced P:N ratio. There can be no doubt from these results 
that the concept of osmotic concentration may not sufficiently 
explain the increased resistance of sugarbeets to blackroot as a 
result of increased concentration of mineral nutrients. 

From the evidence discussed thus far, nitrogen appears to have 
a very important role in Aphanomyces root rot development, ir ­
l'espective of the met:hanisms involved. Most workers agree that 
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FlGt:RE 28.-E.ffect of phosphorus :nitrogen (P :N) ratio in artificial fertilizer 
applications of ammonium sulfate, caJcium nitrate, and manure on seedling 
disease of sugarbeets incited b~' A1J/tanomyces cochlioides. (From Afa­
nasiev and Carlson (15).) 
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several simple nitrogen sources and commercial fertilizers contain­
ing nitrogen may reduce root rot of peas or blackroot of sugar­
beets. However, thel'e is considerable disagreement on which of 
the two forms of nitrogen is more effective. Smith and Walker 
(289), who performed their experiments in sterilized, washed 
sand, could not detect any difference between ammonium and 
nitrate nitrogen in their ability to reduce pea root rot. Afanasiev 
and Carlson (1.5), however, found nitrate nitrogen to be more 
effective against blackroot of sugarbeets than ammonium nitrogen. 

Carley (835) and Carley and l(illg (60) conducted extensive 
experiments to determine the et-fect of nitrogen forms in nutrient 
solut.ions on AplwlLom!lcl!f:; pea root rot severity. Ammonium 
nitrogen added as ammonium sulfate increased root rot, whereas 
nitrate nitrogen supplied as calcium nitrate had either no effect 
or suppressed root rot. Field studies by Carley (335), however, 
showed only a general trend in which nitrate nitrogen decreased 
and ammonium nitrogen increased root rot. Nitrogen per se had 
no effect on root rot severity in autoclaved soil. Carley (335) at­
tributed the decrease of root rot by nitrate nitrogen to an increase 
of micro-organisms antagonistic to A. euteiches by nitrate but not 
by ammonium nitrogen. Under an ammonium nitrogen regime, 
little inoculum of A. ellte£c/WS was required for symptom expres­
sion, whereas with nitrate nitrogen a large amount of inoculum 
was needed to obtain all equal amount of root rot. 

In contrast, Papavizas and Lewis (24.4), working with soils 
naturally infested with A. euteic/les, found that ammonium car­
bonate (NHIRCO.l), ammonium nitrate (~R,NO.,), ammonium 
hydroxide (NH,OH), ammonium chloride (NR,Cl), and urea 
we!'e mOre effective in reducing pea root rot than sodium nitrate 
tNaNO,,), calcium hydroxide (Ca(OH)~), sodium carbonate 
(Na~CO.), and calcium cyanamide (fig. 29). No statistically 
significant differences were observed among four ammonium ni­
b'ogen SOll1'ces tested. Haenseler (131) also stated that ammonium 
nitrogen retarded the development of pea root rot. Urea and 
ammonium nitrogen were more effective against A. cochlioides 
of sugarbeets than nitrate nitrogen (183). 

Differences in inocula and soils used and numerous other en­
vironmental factors may account for the discrepancies with the 
two nitrogen forms. More studies with various kinds of soil under 
controlled environmental conditions are needed to determine the 
importance of the nitrogen form on root rot and damping-off 
caused by Aphauomyces spp. 
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1!'IGl.'HE 29.-Root rot severity in 'Early Alaska' peas grown in soil infested 
with. A1J/wnomyces enteiches as affected by nonvolatile fungicides, fertiliz­
ers, nitrogen sources, .;.>.«(1 lime. (DASS=p-dimethylaminobenzenediazo 
sodium sulfonate.) ~\leans with same letter are .not significantly different at 
5-percent lewl. (From Papavizasand Lewis (244).) 

Effect of Amino Acids 

Work at Beltsville (85, 238, 239) and elsewhere (139, 341) 
indicated that the oxidation state of sulfur profoundly affected the 
growth and lole..'(ual reproduction of A. euteiches. Despite this, the 
oxidation state of sulfur did not significantlyafi'ect Aphanornyces 
.root rot development in sulfate-free or complete nutrient solution 
(241). These studies on the effect of various sulfur sources on the 
development of Aphanomyces root rot of peas grown in nutrient 
solution led to the discovery that DL- and L-methionine, and to 
some extent D-methionine, prevented disease development, even 
though they were in no way detrimental to the pathogen (fig. 
30, A). 

A continuous exposure to methionine for 25 days after inocula­
tion was needed for complete control. Delay in adding methionine 
to the nutrient solution for a few days after inoculation resulted 
in little control. Preconditioning pea plants in complete nutrient 
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FIGl'RE30.-Severity of root rot of :peas incited by A1)hano1lLYccs CtLtciches as 
aJfected by amino acids added to nutrient solution infested with zoospores 
of the pathogen: ii. E.tTecl of various concentratir,ns of the two isomers of 
methionine and their racemic mixture. B, EtTe'~t of DL-cystine dihydro­
cllloride and DL-norleucinc; Left to 1'ight, 1ll'.trient solution+DL-cystine 
dihydrochloricie, nutrient solution alone, nutl'iellt solution+DL-norleucine. 
(From Papavizas and Davey (2.41,2.42).) 

http:2.41,2.42
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solution supplied with DL-methionine reduced pathogenesis to 
some extent even\vhen methionine was excluded from the post­
inoculation solution. Ethionine, isopropionine, methylmethionine, 
and methyl-L-cysteine also prevented pathogenesis, whereascys­
teine and cystine actually enhanced it. Several other compounds 
structurally related to methionine were partially or completely 
effective against A. euteiches (fig. 30, B). The effectiveness of 
L-methionine against the expression of disease symptoms on 
sugarbeets inoculated with A. cochlioides was also noted by 
Winner (325). 

Further studies were made (242) on the effect of methyl­
containing amino compounds and related substances with and 
without sulfur in their molecules on the expression of disease 
symptoms. These studies showed (1) that the oxidation state of 
sulfur of the compounds .and root rot severity were not related, 
(2) that all compounds partially or completely effective against the 
expression of disease symptoms possessed methyl and amino 
groups in their molecules, (3) that the position of the methyl 
group in the molecule was very cdtical with respect to control, and 
(4) that the effect of some of these methyl-containing amino 
compounds such as methionine was not on A. e1tteiches but rather 
on the expression of disease symptoms. 

Detailed studies on the effective compound ,B-methylaspartic acid 
(197), however, revealed that this methyl-containing amino acid 
affected zoospore germination and inhibited growth of A. e~tteiches 
in the absence of glutamic acid. Inhibition of A. e1tteiches growth 
and of root rot development was almost completely reversed by 
glutamic and aspartic acids and partly reversed by several other 
amino acids. 

These studies (241, 242, 825) suggested a host response to the 
methyl group in conjunction with the amino group. They also sug­
gested that transmethylation in plants may be somehow related to 
disease resistance. The concept of transmethylation was further 
supported by the demonstration (86) that pea plants were able to 
convert homocysteine, a precursor of methionine lacking a methyl 
group, to methionine, which possesses a methyl group and which, 
in turn, suppressed the disease. 

CONTROL 

Disease Avoidance 


Reference has already been made to field indexing as a method 
of sampling soils to determine the inoculum potential of A. eu,­
teiches and A. cochlioides prior to growing a susceptible crop in 
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the field (see p. 86). A practical exploitation of this method was 
devised by Sherwood and Hagedorn (285) and by Reiling et aI. 
(253). Hazardous fields are identified and distinguished from non­
infested or slightly infested fields by determining the infectivity 
of field sample!:1 under controlled greenhouse conditions. This 
method of land selection, if performed routinely and accurately, 
can be valuable in avoiding severe crop losses from root rots. 
According to Sherwood and Hagedorn (285), this is the only 
economical, dependable "control" practice for A.. eute'iches on peas 
at present. 

Cropping SequeJh'eS 

Aplwnom,'c('s euteiches 
It was early recognized that repeated cropping of a field to peas 

resulted in building up the population of A. ellteic/tes in soil. Jones 
and Linford (161) stated that the direct relationship of the num­
ber of pea crops to root rot severity is one of the most widely 
recognized characteristics of the disease. In their pea disease sur­
vey, the percentage of fields 'with root rot increased almost linearly 
from 8 percent with the first crop of peas to 100 percent with the 
fifth crop. Thus peas could be grown for 4 successive years without 
l'oot rot becoming a serious problem. If peas were planted for a 
.fifth year, there was a 50 percent chance that the crop would be 
severely damaged. 

In New Jersey, 100 percent of the pea plants became infected 
with A. euteiches when peas followed peas in root rot infested 
fields (205, :2:24). However, 26 percent of the plants were infected 
when peas fo.1lowed alfalfa, 14 percent when peas followed oats, 
and 4 percent when peas followed 1 year of fallow. In New York, 
common root rot of peas was not eliminated by a 3-, 4-, or 5-year 
rotation, although the disease was reduced (254,255). 

Although most of the early investigators agreed that severe root 
rot outbreaks have occnrred when peas followed peas for many 
years, and that crop rotation may help keep pea root rot in check 
(99,160,161,186,288,291), the rotation of crops in controlling 
pea root rot has been of limited value only, The pathogen has a 
wide host range (114, 185, 287) and can also persist in soil as 
oospores for many years (44, 346, 848). Thus crop rotations with 
any intervals between crops of peas up to 6 to 10 years may not be 
expected to eradicate, not even to reduce appreciably, the root rot 
fungus from the soil, even though experience has shown that rota­
tions of 6 years or more may reduce the disease to some extent 
(186,313,333) . 
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The value of rotation of crops as a control mea,:;ure for A. e'U,­
teiches was questioned by Olofsson (282), who noted that once ~ 
heavy infestation with A, eute'iches was established in a fi21d in 
Sweden, the culture of peas became an unprofita.ble enterprise. He 
postulated that it may take 10 to 15 years to reduce inoculum 
density of A. eutdches in soil to an aceeptable and safe level. 

Temp (349) and Temp and Hagedor.'l (804) made the first sys­
tematic study of the effect of cropping practices on the Aphano­
myees root rot of peas. Temp (849) found a greater decrease ill 
the root rot index in fields planted with more than one-half their 
cropping sequence in corn, grain, or vegetables than in fields 
cropped primarily with forages. Temp and Hagedorn (804) indi­
cated that t:rop rotations of even 10 years may not always be 
effective in eradicating root rot. However, these long l'otations may 
l'educe inoculum density to such an extent that a profitable pea crop 
can be raised. 

;1, fJlwll om)'ces coclllioides 

Crops preceding sugarbeets in a crop sequence may have a pro­
nounced effect on the incidence and severity of blackroot incited 
by A. eochlio-ides (847). Blackroot was much less severe when 
sugarbeets followed corn, soybeans, and small grains (18, 22, 70­
72, 89, 146) than when this crop followed weeds such as pigwfcO'i.ld 
(A.-maral/Oms retl'ofients) or legumes (70, 72). In Montana the 
best treatments for seedling disease control were those in which 
sugarbeets were included in multiple crop sequence such as beets­
barley-alfalfa (3 years) or oats-beans-alfalfa (2 years) -corn-beets 
(18, 22). The greatest amount of seedling disease occurred in 
unmanured 2-year rotations and in the unmanured 4,- and 6-year 
l'otations such as beets-oats-alfalfa (2 years) or beets-alfalfa (3 
years) -potatoes-oats. Somewhat different results were obtained 
later by Morris aud Afanasiev (221), who noted that seedling 
disease was lowest in sugarbeets following fall 0\,.' and potatoes, 
highest in sugarbeets following sugarbeets, and intermediate in 
sugarbeets following alfalfa, beans, corn, or oats. 

Not all investigators .agree that legumes preceding sugarbeets 
increase the amount of blackroot. Buchholtz (47) reported that 
rotations of 3 to 4 years (6 years with heavily infested soils) 
between sugarbeet crops, with 3 to 4 years of alfalfa, were suf­
ficient to avoid severe losses from "tip rot" presumably caused by 
A. coehlioides. Later Buchholtz (48) revel:sed himself stating that 
"soil infestation with A. coelllioides was initiated by crops of 
sligarbeets, but v.ery much favol'ed by an abundance of alfalfa, 
a non-host crop in the rotation." 

http:pigwfcO'i.ld
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The discrepancies in the literature on the effect of forage crops 
preceding sugarbeets on the incidence and severity of blackroot 
may be due to the fact that blackroot, seedling disease, or "tip rot" 
rna)' have been caused by fungi other than A. cochlioides or, more 
likely, by combinations of fungi including A. cochlioides. Reactions 
of single pathogens or combinations of pathogens may have been 
different from those of A. cochUo'ides alone. 

Also, Coons et aI. (72) noted that the period when the legume 
sod was plowed might have been an important indirect fartor 
determining sugarbeet stands. Experiments in various locations 
in the United States showed a definite relationship between the 
plowing date of the legume sod and the amount of blackroot in the 
subsequent sugarbeet crop. Considerably more blackroot was ob­
served when the legume sod was plowed very late in the faU or !n 
early spring than when the sods were turned under in August or 
September. Activity of the pathogens causing blackroot may 
coincide with the sugarbeet planting date when the legume sods 
are plowed under late in the fall or in the spring. Similar observa­
tions were also made by Afanasiev and Morris (18) and by Morris 
and AfanHsiev (221). 

Some of the results obtained by Bissonette (884) in the ?2~ed 
River Vulley of Minnesota are slightly incompatible with those of 
other investigators. He observed less seedling disease in plots con­
tinuously cropped to sugarbeets than in plots cropped to sugarbeets 
for the first time. In his studies the seedling disease persisted for 
3 years in all the various plots at about the same level regardless 
of whether sugarbeets had been cropped or not. The crop sequences 
usually followed in the Red River Valley (sugarbeets-barley-sweet­
clover, and sweetclover-summer fallow-sugarbeets) did not ma­
terially affect the populations of the seedling disease organisms. 

Limited attempts were made to associate the effect by various 
cropping sequences "\vith certain groups of associated soil micro­
organisms. In early investigations, Coons (66) and Coons and 
Kotila (69) noted that corn, soybeans, and small grains had a 
l·epressive effect on the blackroot-causing fungi including A. coch­
lioides. Roots and residues of legumes and pigweed favored growth 
of the blackroot organisms. Coons (68) later reported that several 
types of clover and alfalfa favored fungi that incited blackroot. 
Corn, soybeans, and small grains decreased them. Coons suggested 
competition to account for the control. Afanasiev (8) was unable 
to observe any significant differences in the main groups of soil 
micro-organisms normally occurring .in soil after various crops. 
However, no quantitative studies were performed by Afanasiev. 
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Analysis of this problem was carded further by Deems and 
Young (89), who noted that after 2 years of cropping to sugar­
beets, the concentration of blackroot fungi was increased to a point 
that 100 perc€nt of the seedlings were infected. The prevalence of 
.4.. cocMioides could be associated with changes in soil mycoftora 
under different crops. Thus the low numbers of .4. cochlioides in 
soil cropped to corn before sugarbeets were associated with high 
numbers of Penicillium spp., Aspe1'gillns fumigat1ls, and T1'icho­
denna viride. Oat soil, also low in blackroot incidence, differed 
from alfalfa and sugarbeet soils primarily in the predominance of 
T. ·I.'i~·icle and A. fwnigatlls. Deems and Young (89) postulated that 
corn and oats decreased A. cocldioides in soil by encouraging the 
multiplication of micro-organisms antagonistic to the pathogen. 

Cultural Pra(,ti('es 

Very little information is available on cultural practices to 
reduce losses from .4.. ellteiches or A.. cochlioides. Early workers 
emphasized the importance of early planting \vith early cultivars 
on soils of high fertility levels for reducing losses caused by 
A. euteiches (99, 126) ..More recently Reiling et .al. (258) sug­
gested planting peas early to permit growth of seedlings before 
environmental conditions become favorable for A. euteiches. 
Drainage, phosphate fertilization, and soil loosening to promote 
aeration :were also suggested to reduce seedling diseases of sugar­
beets (77). 

Jones and Linford (161) listed nine recommendations for 
Aphanomyces root rot control of peas, including land selections, 
cultural practices, and use of resistant cultivars. They also sug­
gested avoidance of poorly drained soils for peas and avoidance of 
using "uncured" silage from pea vines, which should never be fed 
to animals or returned to fields as mannre. No research has been 
done to verify these recommendations. 

Organic Amendments 

Relatively little information has been published prior to 1960 on 
the effects of plant materials in soil (organic amendments) on 
A. euteiches and A. cochlioides. McKeen (200) found that .incor­
poration of soybean tissue into A. cochlioides-infested fields in 
Canada resulted in disease reduction. Johnson (842) showed that 
a green manure precrop of rye reduced pea root rot somewhat, 
whereas barnyard manure was ineffective. Although Deems and 
Young (89) dealt primarily with the effect of crop sequences, their 
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results left no doubt that it was the quality and quantity of each 
particular crop residue associated with each crop sequence that 
was important in the development of blackroot. 

Lyda (844) reported that several organic amendmellts added to 
sterilized soil inoculated with A. cochlioides did not reduce the 
disense, whereas most of the same amendments .added to inoculated 
unsterilized soil gave some, though variable, control. Addition of 
nitrogen by Lyda to adjust all amendments to the same level of 
nitrogen did Hot improve amendment effectiveness to reduce black­
root. He concluded that the effect of the amendments was indirect 
and was regulated by their effect on the entire soil microftora. 
Davey and PapavizHs (,q.) noted that mature oat straw and corn 
stover. with or without supplemental nitrogen, slightly reduced 
root rot of peas under certain conditions. 

rnterest in organic amendments has been renewed by the finding 
at Beltsville (285, 286) that cruciferous amendments, such as 
stems and leaves of cabbage, kale, mustard, and Brussels sprouts, 
when added to soil reduced A1Jhano'IILyces root rot of peas con­
siderably (f1g. 31). Water extracts of decomposing cabbage leaves 
and stems in soil did not suppress, reduce, or prevent myrclial 
growth, sexual reproduction, zoospore production and release, 
zoospore germination, or infectivity of germinating zoospores of 
A. eHte'iciles. 

In further tests by Papavizas and Lewis (244) and by Lewis 
and Papavizas (183), several cruciferous amendments and soybean 
tissue added to soil 3 weeks before planting were very effective in 
the greenhouse against root rot of peas and blackroot of sugar­
beets. For 2 consecutive years in the field, kale reduced pea root rot 
by 50 percent and cabbage tissue signif1cantly reduced root rot dur­
ing the second trial year by 40 percent. Discouraging results with 
cruclferous amendments in the field were reported in Wisconsin 
(;Z16), but the amount of cabbage tissue added to soil in those tests 
(550 lb. per acre) was less than 0.026 percent based on a 6-inch 
depth. 

One mechanism of pea root rot suppression by cruciferous 
amendments may be the adverse effect on A. euteichesby volatile 
toxic substances evolved durihg decomposition of amendments in 
soil. Lewis ~\nd Papavizas (181) obtained direct evidence that 
crucifers decomposed in soil with the formation of the volatile 
sulfur-containing compounds methanethiol, dimethyl sulfide, and 
dimethyl disulf1de. None of these volatile substances was evolved 
from decomposing corn tissue, an amendment that did not sup­
press root rot in soil. Tn addition to sulfides, isothiocyanates have 
beep detected in vapors, distillates, and extracts of fresh or cooked 
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FIGURE 31. -Root rot severity in 'Early Alaska' peas grown in soil infested 
with Aphallomycl!s ellteiches: A, As affected by various concentrations of 
cabbage amendment added to soil 4 weeks before planting; B, as affected 
by cabbage amendment added to soil 3 weeks before planting: Left, .no 
runendment (control); -right, D.5-percent cabbage stems and leaves. (From 
Papavizas (235).) 
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cabbage (81, 62). Sulfides and isothiocyanates, especially dimethyl 
disulfide and methyl isothiocyanate, were extremely toxic to 
..'1. euteiches even at concentrations as low as 0.04 p.p.m. (182). 

Vapors from the decoltlposition of cabbage tissue adversely 
affected the morphology of A. euteiches, development of oospores, 
and mycelial growth. Vapors arising from the decomposition of 
corn tissue had no effect on the fungus. Lewis and Papavizas (182) 
and Papavizas and Lewis (248) suggested that the sulfur­
containing volatiles may be implicated in the mechanism of con­
trol of Apltanomyces root rot of peas and blackroot of sugarbeets 
by cruciferous amendments. 

Experimental control of the Aphallomyces root rot of peas in 
natural soil was obtained (284, 240) with drenches and side­
dressings of DL-methionine, DL-norleucine, DL-,B-aminobutyric 
add (ABA), and DL-,B-methylaspartic acid (MAA) applied at 
70 and 100 p.p.m. within a few days before soil infestation with 
zoospores (fig. 32). 

PN-3597 

FIGURE 32.-'Early Alaska' peas as affected by DL-,8-~ethylaspartic acid 
(MAA) at 100 p.p.m. applied as a dry powder during or after planting but 
before soil infestation with zoospores of A1Jhanomyces euteiches: CO=none 
(infested control); I=l\IAA applied at same level as the seed; II=MAA 
applied at planting day to soil surface; III=MAA applied as side-dressing 
3 days before soil infestation. (From PapavIzas (234).) 
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ABA and MAA were more effective in reducing the disease in 
naturally infested soil than methionine and norleucine. The dis­
ease was not reduced if more than 3 days elapsed from soil infesta­
tion to the first drench application. The effectiveness of the amino 
acids was increased by combining them with potassium chloride, 
ammonium nitrate, or a fertilizer. 

In a comparative greenhouse study of several treatments sug­
gested for the control of Aphanom,yces root rot of peas, Papavizas 
(286) showed that the best control, combined with plant appear­
ance, could be obtained ,vith ABA or MAA applied to the soil 
surface as a side-dressing 1 week after planting. Disease suppres­
sion by the two amino acids was equal to that obtained with the 
fungicide sodium p-dimethylaminobenzenediazo sodium sulfonate 
(DASS, Dexon). 

Although the amino acids at relatively low concentrations were 
effective against pea root rot, the high cost of these materials 
would not permit their use in the field. In addition, no data are yet 
available on the performance of these amino acids in the field. 
Additional studies are needed to understand the behavior of 
A. euteiches in pea rhizosphere in the presence of effective amino 
acids. 

Inorganic Amendments and Host Nutrition 

Heavy applications of complete mineral fertilizers have been 
shown to alleviate Aphan01nyces root rot of peas and reduce losses 
from the malady (126, 127, 129, 130, 132, 224, 225, 230, 312). In 
New Jersey, peas grown in field plots treated with a complete 
fertilizer at 2,000 pounds per acre were 73 percent taller and had 
112-percent increased yield as compared with nonfertilized plots 
(181). Increase in yield and to some extent a decrease in root rot 
severity were almost directly proportional to the amount of fer­
tilizer used even at concentrations as high as 2,400 pounds per acre 
(224, 229). All the principal fertilizer salts tended to retard the 
percentage of infection. Sodium nitrate, ammonium sulfate, and 
potassium chloride, however, were more effective than superphos­
phate (228). In a later report from New Jersey, 1,000 pounds per 
acre of the fertilizer 5-8-7, applied at weekly intervals beginning 
1 day after emergence, gave the best disease control and the 
highest yield increases (230). 

The beneficial effects of heavy applications of mineral fertilizers 
in retarding pea root rot were also noted by others (114,280,282, 
289, 311, 314, 342). Most of these investigators recognized that 
mineral nitrogen fertilizers were the most effective in reducing 
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root rot but also the most injurious to pea seed (129,224,227-229, 
282). Simple inorganic nitrogen salts were more injurious than 
complex mineral fertilizers, and the amount of fertilizer inj ury 
was !'ol1ghly proportional to their nitrogen content (129), Even 
complex mineral fertilizers, however, were inj urious when im­
properly applied or applied in large quantities, Superphosphates 
were practically harmless to pea seed, whereas potassium nitrate 
was moderately inj urious (129), 

Various ways were suggested to decrease the injurious effects of 
fertilizers on pea seed. The entire amount of fertilizer can be 
applied on top of the row just prior to seedling emergence (129), 
or less than half of the fertilizer can be applied in the row and the 
remainder as a side-dressing after seedling emergence (226). 
Another way is to apply a nitrogen-free fertilizer in the row and 
nitrogen as a side-dressing after emergence. Walker and Musbach 
(314) found that peas were better protected when the fertilizers 
were applied in the drill row at the time of planting than when 
applied in a furrow on one side of the seed, slightly removed 
from it. 

The fact that increases in pea yield were almost directly pro­
portional to the amount of fertilizers used led workers in New 
Jersey in the 1930's to speculate that fertilizers directly affected 
the disease and the pmnt rather than the plant alone (229). Yet in 
most of these reports yields were only measured without much 
consideration of disease severity indexes in the field. Experiments 
at Beltsville on the effects of fertilizers on root rot severity in soil 
artificially infested with A.. e1Lte'iches were variable. Ammonium 
nitrate and the fertilizer 10-10-10 were completely ineffective 
against A. eute'iches when added to soil at a rate to give an addi­
tional 50 p.p.m. of nitrogen to soil 3 weeks before planting (234, 
f.!.40). In other experiments (84, 244), ammonium nitrate, sodium 
nitrate, and a complete fertilizer at 200 p.p.m. of additional nitro­
gen reduced pea root rot considerably. Differences in nitrogen con­
centrations and inoculum density of A. euteiches could account for 
the differences. 

Despite all this work on mineral fertilizers and the possibility 
that they may reduce or ret~,rd pea root rot, fertilizers are not used 
today to control this disease. Even very heavy fertilizer applica­
tions may hold down the disease only during the early part of the 
season (227-229, 318, 314). Also, because of economics-beneficial 
l'esults cannot offset the cost ·of fertilizer-peas are not normally 
fertilized despite demonstrations that nitrogen fertilizers iucrease 
yields and improve canning conditions (32,260). 
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Few crops I'espond more profitably to proper fertilization than 
sugm'beets (146). The favorable response may be shown not only 
by increased yields and sugar content but also by reduction in the 
incidence and severity of blackroot (16, 17,20, 70, 72, 1.46, 331), 
Studies in Montana (11,17,18,220) and elsewhere (72,146,171, 
200, 316) showed that proper fertilization was one of the most 
important practices in the control of sugarbeet seedling diseases. 
In some cases, only a small amount of seedling damping-off was 
observed in well-fertilized soils. 
The field experiments on sugarbeet fertilization in relation to 

seedling disease control brought out some interesting differences 
between sugarbeets and peas. 'With sugarbeets, soil fertility was 
effective against A. coclzlioides generally when phosphorus was 
increased in soil above existing levels (20, 816). With peas, nitro­
gen appeared to be the most effective of the elements against A. eu­
teic/Les. In most of the experiments pertaining to seedling diseases 
of sugarbeets, an adequately balanced nitrogen-phosphorus-potas­
sium fertilization a}lpeared to be a prerequisite to some degree of 
control (17,19). 

The importance of phosphol'uS in relation to sugarbeet seedling 
disease control was emphasized by several other investigators (70, 
171,322,328). Minimal phosphorus nutrition normally l'esulted in 
increased seedling mortality. Liberal amounts of phosphate fer­
tilizel's-three to four times the customary dose of 100 to 150 
pounds per acre-resulted in increased healthy plants. Coons et al. 
(72) attributed the increase of the Aphanomyces form of black­
root in the 1940's in many humid areas of the United States to the 
progressive lowering of available phosphate. Phosphorus deficiency 
appears to lower the resistance of beets to A. cochlioides, but this 
phenomenon has not been positively demonstrated. 

The effectiveness of phosphorus to reduce blackroot of sugar­
beets appears to depend not only on the quantity and quality of the 
fertilizer but also on some other factors. At 28° and 32° C., super­
phosphate applications had no effect on blackroot (316). At 18°, 
200, and 24", superphosphate reduced seedling disease markedly. 
Temperatures of 18° to 24° prevail during early spring when most 
of the sugarbeet acreage is planted. Also, phosphate added with 
organic matter gave better control than phosphate alone (331). 
When manUl'e and fertilizer were used together, stands were al­
most perfect and yields were very high. Phosphate efficacy also 
depended on soil type (816). Phosphate added to light soils was 
more effective against A. cochlioides than the same amount of the 
fertilizer added to heavy soils. 
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,Except for a short communication (180), no information is 
available on the effects of minor elements on A. euteiches or 
A. cochlioides. Lewis (180) showed that water-soluble salts of 
aluminum, calcium, copper, and zinc at element concentrations of 
100 p.p.m. reduced Aphanornyces root rot of peas more than 
80 percent without inhibiting pea emergence. Copper W(.lS one of 
the most effective elements and its effect lasted at least 2 weeks 
after it was added to the soil. Salts of molybdenum, boron, cOblllt, 
barium, magnesium, Or manganese were less effective and reduced 
pea emergence. Ghelates of calcium, copper, or zinc at 100 p.p.m. 
did not appreciably reduce root rot. Lewis also showed that alumi­
num and copper at 5 p.p.m. and zinc at 100 p.p.m. prer,rented 
growth of A. £'uteiches in a liquid medium. Asexual l'eproductiol1 
and zoospore germination were also prevented by 1 p.p.m. of 
copper and 10 p.p.m. of aluminum Ol' zinc. These materials have 
not yet been tested in the field. 

FUIl~kidt' Seed Trenlrnenl 

,Pen Seed 

The literature is almost completely devoid of information on 
pea seed treatment to control root rot caused by A. cllteiches. 
Delwiche et al. (90) observed that seed treatments were of no 
benefit in the control of root rot. Johnson (342) noted that heavy 
rates of seed-protecting materials increased plant survival in in­
fested soil. He did not mention whether seed treatments decreased 
root rot caused by t1. £'lltC'iches. 

Papavizas and Lewis (unpub. data) observed in the greenhouse 
that pea root rot caused by A. eutc'iches and Fusa1iwn solani f. sp. 
pis£ combined was ,reduced considerablY by various combinations 
of fungicides used as seed treatments. Considerable protection of 
peas was afforded for up to 4 weeks from planting time. The pea 
c~lltivars Early Alaska, Freezonian, Laxtonian, Rocket, and 
Thomas Laxton responded well to these treatments. The seeds of 
Little Marvel, 'Wando, Dark Skinned Perfection, and Early Per­
fection were sensitive to seed treatments. The results from these 
seed treatment experiments have not yet been confirmed by field 
tests. 

Sugurbeel Seed 

Considerable amount of work has been done to control, or at 
least reduce, blackroot of sllgarbeets by seed treatment. Campbell 
(56) reported that none of several fungicides used, including 
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. 
ethylmercury chloride (Ceresan) and ethylmercury phosphate 
(New Improved Ceresan), ga\'e any significant control of black­
root where the soil was heavily infested with A.cochlioides. Even 
in some cases where there was some apparent protection, this was 
not for the full dura.tion of the growth of seedlings. 

Early work in Montana (6, 11, 12, 16-19, 220) and elsewhere 
(46) showed that seed treatments with various fungicides, includ­
ing ethylmercury chloride, ett.ylmercury phosphate, chloranil 
(2,3.5,6-tetrachloro-l,4-benzoquinone), and copper sulfate, and 
with sodium nitrate and treble superphosphate had very little 
value in reducing losses from blackroot in sugarbeet fields. Ade­
quate and properly balanced fertilization appeared to be much 
more important in control than seed treatment. The inability of 
ethylmercury phosphate alone or in combination with several pro­
tectant fungicides to control sugarbeet blackroot has also been 
rep01·ted by Byford (55). 

In contrast, some researchers stated that seed treatments may 
be beneficial even in the field. Coons et a1. (72) reported that nearly 
all fungicides tested gave significantly better stands of sugarbeets 
than nonb'eated seeds. The best control was obtained with ethyl­
mercury chloride seed treatment. Frequently, however, in their 
seed treatment experiments, no significant differences could be 
detected at harvest between treated .and nontreated plots. Coons 
et ai. emphasized the importance of seed treatment during the 
initial acute phase of blackroot and its inability to reduce post­
emergence damping-off. Amann (26) showed that seed treatments 
with mercury compounds were effective against early infection of 
sugarbeets by A. cochlioides and other pathogens, especially when 
single seed of inferior quality was sown in soils that tended to 
crust. Gram (118-121) also emphasized the importance of seed 
treatment to reduce losses from blackroot in Denmark. 

The beneficial results of seed treatment were also observed by 
others in the United States and Canada. Experiments by Hilde­
brand and Koch (146) and by Campbell (57) indicated that seed 
treatments with 'cthylmercury chloride provided some protection 
against damping-off in its preemergence phase. None of the treat­
ments provided adequate protection against the postemergence 
phase of the disease. LeClerg (179) in Minnesota and .Leach and 
Houston (178) in California reported good results with seed treat­
ments. Gaskill and Kreutzer (118) noted that thiram (tetra­
methylthiuram disulfide), ethylmercury phosphate, ethylmercury 
chloride, and yellow cuprocide improved seedling survival in 
Colorado .fields where damping-off was a serious problem. 
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Interest in sugarbeet seed treatments for blackroot control has 
been renewed in the 1960's as a result of the development of new 
nOllmercurial seed protectants. In experiments b~r Afanasiev (14), 
a very high pel'Centage of sugarbeet seedlings remained healthy 
when seed was treated with DASS at 2 ounces per hundredweight 
and planted in .4. cochliO'ides-infested soil. When Rhizoctonia. sound 
was used to infest the soil together with A. cochlioides, DASS was 
inefl'ective unless it \vas combined with pentachloronitrobenzene 
(PCNB). Since in nature it. cochlio'ides may rarely occur alone, 
it is not surprising that other seed treatments failed to produce 
control of blackroot in the past. Experiments by the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture in Michigan (276-278) also showed that 
DASS alone or with carboxin (5,6-dihydro-2-methyl-1,4-oxathiin­
3-carboxanilide) resulted in the highest emergence counts. By the 
end of July, however, the only treatments still effective were soil 
treatments that included DA.8S . 

.li'uugit'ide Soil Treatment 

.4plumom.,)·ces euteiches 
In the 1960's and early 1970's considerable research was done 

to control pea root rot with soil fungicides. Most of the fungicides 
tested either failed completely to control the disease or gave 
mediocre results. Although Borne chemical control has peen 
achieved in the greenhouse and in limited field trials, none of the 
effective chemicals has been recommended for field application. 
Economics does not permit use of soil chemicals for control of pea 
root rot at present. Nevertheless research results with effective 
chemicals merit discussion so that the accumulated knowledge may 
be available for future studies. 

Of more than a hundred fungicides and experimental materials 
tested in the greenhouse and field, only six fungicides reduced pea 
root rot somewhat in Michigan (198), and only in-furrow applica­
tions of l-chloro-2-nitropropane (chloronitropropane, Lanstan) 
were effective in Washington (134-186). The fumigant chloro­
nitropropane, which appeared to be effective also against Fu,s~ 
'rium, Pythiwn, and Rll'izoctonia, increased pea yields in the field 
and improved quality of the product by delaying the progress of 
the disease (185, 186). This fungicide, however, is lachrymatory 
and of high toxicity (acute LDso (rat), 197 mg. per kilogram), 
with no tolerances permitted. It has no clearance for peas. 

In addition to chloronitropropane, the fumigants sodium 
N-methyldithiocarbamate (SMDC, Vapam) and 3,5-dimethyl­
tetrahydro-1,3,5,2H-thiadiazine-2..thione (DMTT, Mylone) have 
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also been tested (244). The use of SMDC .and DMTT was sug­
gested by the finding that sulfur_volatile compounds including 
isothiocyanates are liberated during crucifer decomposition (31, 
62, 181). Methyl isothiocyanate (MIT) is presently used in solu­
tions with chlorinated hydrocarbons (Vorlex) and is the active 
material resulting fl'om the decomposition of SMDC and DMTT 
(189,228) . 

In greenhouse tests pea root rot was reduced by more than 
90 percent when soils infested with -4.. euteiches were fumigated 
with carbon disulfide, dimethyl disulfide, MIT, or methanethiol 
(182). Very good control of .4. euteiches was obtained in the green­
house and field with SMDC and DMTT at 50 to 200 p.p.m. These 
fumigants were effective with sevel"al pea cultivarsand at a soil 
tempel'ature of 17° to 32" C. In a field experiment in Wisconsin 
(G. C. Papavizas and J. A. Le'Nis, ullpub. data), SMDC and DMTT 
increased pea yields byapPl'oxim<ttely 30 to 50 percent. Olofsson 
(232) also observed that DMTT controlled pea l"oot rot in Sweden. 

At present, it cannot be stated whether the use of such fumi­
gants as SMDC and DMTT will become agriculturally feasible 
and economically profitable, In addition, these materials have not 
been tested adequately in the field. 

Except for DASS, no nonvolatile fungicides are known to be 
effective against A. euteiches in soil (24.0, In some tests DASS 
failed to reduce pea root rot. In other tests DASS was consistently 
effective against A. euteiches (215,216,286, 845) without affect­
ing the soil mycofiol"a (25). Although chemical analyses of DASS 
indicated that substantial residues of the fungicide remained in 
soil for long periods (25), the performance of this material was 
less £II riking in the field than in the greenhouse (215) . The inability 
of DASS to act effectively in the field was attributed by Pivaral 
(845) to uneven distribution of the fungicide in soil. 

Although .Mitchell and Hagedorn (215) failed to obtain a practi­
cal disease reduction with DASS in the field, they made the impor­
tant obsel'Vation that disease reduction by DASS was less when 
peas were planted immediately after the DASS treatment than 
when planted at long intervals after fungicide applications. In sub­
sequent e.x-periments, fall applications of small amounts of DASS 
at 30 pounds per acre or less resulted in considerable root rot con­
trol and increased yields in the spring (216, 217). The lasting 
effectiveness of DASS was attributed to its ability to persist in soil 
for several months up to a year (25) and to reduce the propagules 
of A. euteiches during the initial application (217), Approximately 
1 to 2 pg. of residual DASS per gram of soil were required to com­
pletely inhibit ZoospOl"e formation. This residual quantity in soil 
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could be provided by applying 30 pounds per acre in the fall. 
Despite these encouraging results, Mitchell and Hagedorn (217) 
concluded that the application of even 30 pounds per acre of DASS 
in the fall would not be economically feasible in pea culture. 

~t piumolllyces codliioides 

In the seedling disease complex of sug,ubeets, i·L coclllioides was 
the most difficult organism to control with chemical soil treatments 
(46, 152). Most of the results reported on the chemical control of 
A. cochlioides appeared initially encouraging because the research 
dealt mainly with situations where A. cochlioides was either absent 
or represented by low inoculum density. Thus chemical soil-row 
treatments in the greenhouse (152) or field (117,198) with vari­
OllS fungicides gave good control of seedling diseases caused by 
three to four pathogens. The fungicides were either ineffective 
against A. cochlioides or this pathogen was not mentioned as being 
involved in the disease complex. The European literature also con­
tains reports with encouraging resulb; on chemical control of seed­
ling diseases without special mention of A. cochlioides (208). 

Thil'am was among the earlier materials tested in soil-row treat­
ments to control seedling diseases of sugarbeets (117, 147-150). 
Thiram at 3 to 4 pounds per acre, mixed with commercial fertil­
izers of low nitrogen content and placed as close as possible in the 
zone through which seedlings emerge, proved the most effective 
of several chemicals tested in reducing preemergence and post­
emergence damping-Off (147, 149). The degree of control was 
closely associated with the eAi;ent to which this fungicide could be 
mixed with the infested soil around and above the seed. Soil 
treatments with thiram mixed with fertilizers, however, have not 
become adopted in commercial practice despite the fact that thiram 
was effective in relatively small amounts and despite its ability to 
remain active in soil for long periods. 

In addition to thiram, DASS showed promise in the control of 
seedling diseases of sugarbeets in the United States (14, 177), 
Canada (79), and elsewhere (323). DASS has been used experi­
mentally alone, with phosphate fertilizers where the disease was 
increased by soil phosphate deficiencies (323) I or with PCNB 
when Rhtz' .::ionia solani was also involved in the disease com­
plex (14). 

Results under controlled conditions showed that DASS could 
inhibit asexual sporulation of A. cochlioides at 2.5 p;p.m. when 
sugarbeet seedlings infested with the pathogen were placed in 
water cultures (151). Occasionally, however, field or greenhouse 
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results with DASS were somewhat variable. The effectiveness of 
DASS in the greenhouse against A. cochlioides was shown to be 
dependent on the type formulation and the mode of its application 
(188). In more recent comparative field studies with several new 
fungicides (276-278), the greatest degree of control of A. coch­
lioides was obtained with DASS and chlorothalonil sprayed over 
rows hI small amounts. By the end of July DASS was the only 
treatment that still appeared to be effective. DASS, however, has 
not been recommended for commercial use and it may not be 
economically profitable. Its activity is also quickly destroyed by 
exposure to sunlight (151). 

Disease Resistance 
Peas 

In the 1920's and early 1930's some pea cultivars were shown to 
be mOre tolerant than others to A. euteiches (125, 159-161, 186, 
206, 207). No cultivars were reported to be immune or highly 
resistant to the disease. No attempts were made at that time to 
search for new sources of resistance or to use any tolerant lines 
or cultivars in any systematic breeding program. In the early 
1950's Johnson (342) compared the susceptibility to A. e71teiches 
of 22 pea introductions with standard cultivars. He found that 
12 of the introductions had greater tolerance to root rot than the 
commercial cuWvars tested. Tolerance of the plant introductions 
:was expressed as; a greater ability to survive .and grow in the pres­
ence of the pathogen than the ability of the commercial cultivars. 

In the middle 1950's rigorous screening and testing programs 
began in the agricultural experiment stations in Michigan, Minne­
sota, New York, and Wisconsin to develop pea cultivars resistant 
to A. cuteiches and to other root-rotting fungi (61,168,190, 191, 
195,281,385,387). In Michigan, Lockwood (190, 191) and Lock­
wood and Ballard (195) noted that .all commercial pea cultivars 
were susceptible to A. euteiches. Of approximately 800 pea intro­
ductions tested in their standardized greenhouse experiments, sev­
eral were tolerant or "incompletely" resistant to the pathogen. No 
immunity or high degree of resistance was observed among the 
introductions tested. In New York, of the entire lollection of pea 
introductions screened for Aphanomyces root rot resistance (5), 
only four introductions showed good tolerance to A. euteiclzes. 
Publications from Minnesota refer to at least two selections as 
being tolerant to A.. euteiches (61, 168, 885). 

Laboratory techniques were developed in Minnesota for evaluat­
ing resistance of pea cultivars and breeding lines to A. e1Lteiches 
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(61, 168). The teCh)lique is based on the development of larger 
numbers of oospores by A. euteiches in excised, zoospore-inocu­
lated root tips of susceptible lines than in root tips of resistant 
ones. Morrison et ai. (222) refined the excised root tip technique 
and evaluated resistance in several breeding lines .and pea cultivars 
to A. euteiches by the number of Clospores formed in infected 
excised root tips. Lower numbers of oospores of .A. euteiches were 
formed in root tips of resistant genotypes than in susceptible ones. 
The refined technique may expedite testing of great numbers of 
lines and cultiYars of Piswn sati1'um for resistance to A. cllteic/zes 
before resistance can be determined in the field. 

Limited attempts were made to incorporate the tolerance ob­
served in some plant introductions into commercially acceptable 
pea cultivars (167,191). Some of the efforts yielded uniform lines 
of peas bearing seed of commercial types and with resistance levels 
comparable to those in pea introductions. Nevertheless no resistant 
cultivars of peas have been released from th'2se programs. The 
failures of the screening efforts and breeding programs to produce 
commercially acceptable cultivars resistant or tolerant to A. eUr 

teithes may be due to (1) the low levels of resistance found in 
plant introductions and the inability of this type of resistance to 
express itself in the field, (2) the presence of races of A. euteiches 
with differential degrees of pathogenicitJr, and (3) the synergistic 
action of more than one pathogen responsible for pea root rot in 
the .field. De\'elopment of multiple resistance in peas to withstand 
complex root rot situations would be much more difficult than 
development of resistant cultivars to A. euteiches only. 

Sll~arbcelS 

In 1940 and 1941 Coons (67) noted that inbred U.S. 216, a leaf 
spot-resistant strain, as well as sugarbeet hydrids and synthetic 
cultivars in which U.S. 216 occurred as a component, showed con­
siderable resistance to blackroot. These observations led to the 
development of an intensh'e program of selection and breeding for 
resistance to A. cochlioides by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and by several sugar companies. 

The remarkable advances made from the early 1940's to the 
middle 1950's were reported in several research papers ( . .w, 42, 
48, 67, 72, 74-76,98-97, 112, 148, 889) and summarized in two 
reviews (78, 98). These early efforts resulted in the development 
and release ·of U.S. 400 and U.S. 401 and American Crystal No.3 
and No.5, commercial multigerm cultivars tolerant to A. coch­
lioides. At the same time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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selected 48B3-00, 51109-0, 51-BI-00, and Accession 1191, all with 
good tolerance to A. cochlioides (42, 73) . The use of cultivars tol­
erant to A. cochlioides from 1944 to 1952 resulted in considerable 
increase in yields. Most of these selections were abandoned in later 
years either because they were no longer tolerant or because better 
selections were made. 

A considerable amount of research was performed during the 
1950's and 1960's in the gl'eenhouse and field to .obtain tolerant or 
l'esistant cultivars to A. cochlioides (13, 21, 23, 40, 264). Some 
~tudies were disappointing, but others led to the development of 
new lines that were used in future work. 

In 1957 the U.S. Department of Agriculture undertook a pro­
gram for testing breeders' strains of sugarbeets. Thousands of 
strains were tested at Beltsville and elsewhere. Most of them were 
derived from plants selected for resistance to A. cochlioides in field 
tr.ials. Multigerm, monogerm, and monogerm-multigerm hybrid 
types were included along with commercial types. Usually the 
semiresistant U.S. 400 or U.S. 401 was included as a comparison. 
The materials were exposed to A. coclzlioides in the greenhouse 
(63,64,269, £72). 

These studies resulted in an extraordinary amount of informa­
tion, which is summarized as follows: 

(1) Improvement in blackroot resistance can be achieved in 
monogerm progenies developed through backcrossing and selection. 

(2) Most of the multigerm diploid, multigerm tetraploid, mono­
germ diploid, and monogerm-multigerm hybrids were more re­
sistant than U.S. 400 and U.S. 401. The monogerm-multigerm 
hybrids SP-59485-1 and SP-59495-1 were outstanding in their 
performance. 

(3) About 50 percent of the selected plants produced progenies 
more resistant to blackroot than the parental lines. 

(4) The percentage of selected plants that gave progenies with 
higher resistance to A. cochlioides was less from Fl hybrid lines 
than from open-pollinated lines. 

Two selections, SP-62490-1 and SP-62501-1, were more re­
sistant to A. cochJioides than the parental stock (SP-603555-1) 
(fig. 33). Some of the lines also differed in degree of susceptibility 
to the chronic phase of A. cochlioides (£68). 

These results disagreed with those of Schneider and Gaskill 
(274), who noted that most of their entries were less resistant than 
the check cultivar U.S. 401. About 93 percent of the materials 
tested, which were mogtIy foreign introductions, were more sus­
ceptible to A. coc/llioidfS than U.S. 401. These researchers also 
observed that annual types of Beta vulga1'is\vere less susceptible 
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l<'lGl'R],; 33,- Sugarbeet Jines showing diiferent degrees of tolerance to 
Aplw1/omycrs c()chlioides: Lr/t to 'right; U.S, 401, SP-603535-1, SP-62490-1, 
and SP-62501-1; last two are progenies of plants selected from SP-603555-1. 
(l<'l'om COl.' and Schneider (tJ.$); courtesy of G, E. Coe,) 

to blackroot than biennial types and that susceptibility to A, 
('ocMioides tended to be associated with susceptibility to Rhizoc­
ton:ia solani. Coulombe (SO) also noted that table beet cultivars 
were less susceptible than sugarbeet cultivars to both A,coch­
lioides and R. sola?li. The results of Coe and Schneider (6.0, on 
the other hand, contradicted the earlier conclusions (41) that 
tolerance to A. cochliofdes is conditioned by a single dominant 
Mendelian gene. In their experiments many genetic factors ap­
peared to be responsible for tolerance. 

From a practical standpoint all the selection and breeding ,ef­
forts produced new improved lines of sugarbeets with substantial 
resistance to A. cochl·l~oides.The multigerm hybrids U.S. H2, U,S. 
H3, U.S. H4. U.S, H5, and U,S. H6, developed at Salinas, Calif., 
gave excellent performance in the early 1960's. U.S. H2 increased 
yields 22 percent in Galifornia and U,S. H6 10 percent over that 
of US. 75, an open-pollinated cultivar (Sugarbeet Investigations, 
unpub, data). 

Also, from the practical standpoint, the development of mono­
germ hybrids suitable for most regions of sugarbeet production 
is considered a great accomplishment in the sugar industry and 
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seed-producing enterprises since 1963. From a small production 
of an experimental hybrid in 1955, the percentage of monogerm 
seed steadily increased. In 1962 the sugarbeet crop in the United 
States was almost 86 percent monogerm. In the 1965 crop, mono­
germ lines comprised 99.3 percent of the total seed used. Re­
sistance to A. cochlioides was incorporated into several monogerm 
lines, such as U.S. H7 and U.S. H8, released for seed production 
in 1964, and U.S. H20, released for the Great Lakes region in 
1967. The monogerm hybrids excelled not only in resistance to 
A. ('oclilioides but also in yields and quality. 
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