
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


Historic, Archive Document

Do not assume content reflects current

scientific knowledge, policies, or practices.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

RELIABILITY AND ADEQUACY

OF

FARM WAGE RATE DATA

Prepared by

R. F. Hale, Senior Agricultural Statistician,

with the aid of

L. Gastineau, Assistant Agricultural Statistician.

Washington, D. C.

February 1940





I

CC>IT]iI^TS

History of the wage rote ?"ries 1

The present method of collection 2

Weight in.^T; and averaging wage rate data 4

Reliability'- of reported v/age rates 5

Cash wage rates versus real wages 8

FaTTn wa^e rates, without board, adjusted for changes in

r ur'^l living coe^ts (fig.l) ?

A£p_endix

Table .

1. Korr.ber of reports on farm vrage rates, October 1 of selected
years, 1924-39, by States and geographic divisions.

2. Number of reports on ipaere rt'te^ for piclrin.-'; 100 poun's of

seed cotton in principal Cotton States, selected ye.ars,

1924-39, by States.

3. Farm employment and v'age rate-, October 1, l'^'^^, b"' classes.

Farr v/age ratps -

Selected illuEtraticn<; of pize of samole, mer-sures of

dispf^rsion, and probable errors:

4. By the m.onth, with board
5. 7:y the month, T'ithout board '

5. By the day, with board
7. By t'le day, without board.

^« Piece-work W'^-^'e rates; Prices oaii for picking 100 pounds of

seed cotton; selected illustr atioiis of size of sample,
measures of dispersion, and probable errors, 1939.

9. Farm wa.,.e rates and cotton-picking rates: Selected illus-
trations of statistical measures of d.iffer^^nce a?id prob-
e.ble errors of difference in unpaired samples.

10. Actual frrn wa-,e rt;ten per month rric per '^r-y without boards,

index of prices paid by farmer? for commodities used for
family maintenance, and adjusted i'^rri w-ii-e rati s, United
State-, 1910-:

11. Farm v.'a :e rater, and index mircbers, lf5"-ir'09 (1910-14 = 100)



II

CONTEifTS - Continued

Exhibit

A. Excerpt from the ferch I9?,i> i'.!f.ue of Cror.a-and Markets
shoring piece-work wa.^^e rates and rel'~<ted datn.

U.Si farm wa .^e rate rple.^ses:

S. Jan. 1", 137>9

C. July 14, 1379

D. Oct. ir<, 1979

E. U.S. xnvra erinloyment reler^sp, Nov. Ir ,
197'^'.

E. EacBimile of OctoDer 1975 C-f^neral Schedule
(illustrating t;^rpe cf qu^ntion ur-ed to collect
farm labor datn).

G. Eacsiraile of iTovenfoer 1, 1?73 Cotton Schedule
(illustrating type of question ust=d to collect
data. on cotton-picking rates).

i

4



UNITZD STAT2S DEPAF.TMENT CF aGRIC'TLTIJKE

Agricultural H-'irketin-: Service

EELIABILITY AJjD AT^EQUACY OF FAKM 7JAGE FJi.TE DATaI/

The compiirtion rnd study of strti^tic-; on fori wn^ce rrtes V7ere inaugu-

rntod by the United- Stntcn; De-onrtme nt of iL^ricilture more th?vn 70 yer rs ngo

.

The first inquiry, requer-tin'^- monthly nnd doily v'a^;e rnte?' pnid by farmers,

rr'^.s sent in 1?60 to the corps of x'olxi.ntr'ry cf.rrespon'ients renorting rr-Y'ul'''.r-

ly to the Department on the condition of ,f;:ro-"in.-; crops. The siunnnrizntion of

the figures collt'Cted at that tine re^")res^nt^ the ec';rlie"t attempt m'ido, by
Dny "organization, to deterr.ino scientif icrily r; nr'tionnl r.ve.-r-'-^t^ of Toer unit
l«.-bor costs. 2/ Thc'se series of '^Ti.e r'-.tes hove \v on c ntinued in substantial-
ly tht- srme for:.' to dott-. As such, they constitute one of the fe^-' groxms of

st Mt isticJ. series for th^- r.gricultarol indu'^rv tirt follov.'ed closel?' upon
th'" est-'blishment of the Deprr tm( nt ' s cr .p rf-nortin - e-ervicr 76 years ago.

History o f_th e_ Wa^^-e Hate Serie s

T'ner v/r-s littl<^ regulr'rit'- in the timin - of the voge investigotions
of the DcP'-rtment from 1556 to 1909, In 19 of thec^e 44 yeors, or about once
every 2 verrs, innuiries were mode o^.; to the overoge drily and m.onthly rates
prev-iling durin,t=; the ye-^r. Che firr^t invei- tig.':tion mode in 186" w.-s fol-
lowed b""" anoth. r in Decem.ber 1869 v.'hich ]''eferred to t;ie G--tlond:^r yeor 1869.
The third inquir^^ in 1875, ri.nd succeeding; ones until 1P92, v-ere mode in the
sprin.^: of the >''e''r. For this period (1P75-1'"P2) thr y^ors to ""hich the re-
sult,-: apply ore :oOm~""h''t uncert'^in. In cousequenr'^ , thioy r.ro publish(-d after
durl-drte d'^sign-'-tion, s'-ich as "1874 or 187r." Internittentlj- during the

period 189'^ to 1908 inquiries -'erf mc'''ie in the ontiimn of th- yeor to vhich
thr do.to relrt'-'d. Pe^j-inning in 1909 ond C'.'ntinuing th.rou'"h IPC", the Deoart-
ment mad.e inq'iiry eoch ye-^r regording ove.-oge d; il'' f-ii'^ monthly form vrigc

rotes for the yeor.

The regixl-"r crop re"oorters wipye circulori^'-.-d for this inform.otion

.

The rr-s^.ilts obt^i^pd from. thc>ir r'-pe'r-t-:: p:'ovided o foirlv comporr^ble series
of dry T/o.ge r-^tes for "other thon hr^rv^-st v'ork" but thp historic record of

raonthl?/ rot-s for this period 1865 to 192^^ is not entirely comporablr. From.

1865 to 1890, correspondents v/ere asked to repo:^t voge rotes per month for
v/orkers hired b:-- the yeor. For the first three inquiries (1866, 1869, and
1374 or 1875), informotion on monthly ratf^s poid to v/orkers hired for the
serson olso v/os s licited. 5e,?inni}.g in 1891, hov;pver, monthly rotes were
reported on o combined onnu-il and seosonal br-sis. In 3'?09, the old distinc-
tion v/as restored and o weighted avero.ge of the tvo ny-tens of hiring monthly
hands v.os computed.

1/Prenored by E.' F. Kolr, Senior Agricult utI Sto ti;:ticion, with the aid
of R. L. Gostine'-u, Assistant Agric^iltur- 1 Stotistici-.n.

2/Holmes, George Z. ,
"og-s of F; rm Labor. U.S.Lept.Agr. , Bur.Statis.

Bull. 99, 191o. ('uneteenth investigation, in 1909, c ntinuing n series
thot began in 186-'.)



The farm wa-;e rrie inqnirie'^ v/ere put on a q^mrterly "bpsi-^- in 19.??i.

Since then questionr. hnve lieun Crarried on the re^alor f irst-of-f'^e-inonth
croTi que -tionnaires for Jnmi;^ry, April, J^ily, and October. The re,?j;ular an-
nual inquiry v/^-^s made for the If.F.t tine in Decpnber 192.'^ for the nnroose of
linking the annunl .-ind quarterly series. On the old .'mminl inquiry, respond-
ents 'A'ere asked to report dry wage rates "ot harvest," and for "ether than
hrrvest" Irhor. The quarterly series of dr.ily and i^onthly rates relates to

"averr,^t- v/a^e rrtes being paid to hired labor at the present tine in your
locrility." The stnndard instruction to correspondents is to include in their
estimates of day v;age rf-^tes "aVera^ro daily earniners of pieceworkers.!'

The qurrterly t:.Tje of inquiry tende--' to elinina.te th.? necessity for
a distinction betvrecn r/age rr-tes for hr^rve'ct hands and for other thon harvest
labor. The relationship betv/.-^^eu returns from the overlapping quarterly rnd
annuol inquiries in 1927, hov.-ever, indic<a-*-ed. that, for cor-parati-^'-e purposes,
the "ctlif r thnn harvest" v/oge r'ltes are rrrlly r.ore nearly conprmbl? v/ith

the ounrterly rotes tlian -my conbinaticn of "at hi^^i-ve 't^'- and "other than har-
vest" rrte'?. Beginning with 1924 these inc'icntions of chnnge in the general
wage rates have been si.ip"olenenti.^d .''ith inf or'^iotion regarding rptes paid for

specific trickrf. A questicm hns been included annually on the schedule sent

cotton reporters regarding the rates paid v/orkers for picking 100 Rounds of

seed cotton. Piecework: ';Yage rates pai:"' by fr'rners fc" s^ne of th-- nore ccn-

mon grain nnd fruit hnrvest taste v/ere collfcted for the 19.'^4 crop harvest
season. A fev of these questions "-ere reoeated for 19^8.

The Present Method o f Co llecti on

The regulor quorte:'''ly v^age rate qu.e"-tions hr'^-e been continued in al-

most exactly the srme form since 192.'^. Four vage rrte questions appe.or at

quarterl^v'^ intervrds on th--^ generrl sc^^idule sent to crop correspondents.
They relate t-'^^ average r-^tes per nonth v.-ith bor'^d, p^r irmnth without bo-vrd,

per dry with bcrrd, and per d-^y Y.'ithout b'^^rrd.

These qixestions follov/ a series of items on locrl ct'^v conditi'^ns,

yields, and production, and aiTDerr 'Jith. questions regarding enployn-'-nt on the

respondent's frm and the supply of a"/.d deTaari.cl for Inbrr in his locrlity.

The wage rate questions also a\V|Oly to his locality. The respondent's judg-

ment is recfuested rs to ogricultur.'.l wa :'e ratps prevailing locally rather
than to those pric' by hin.

A copy of the fonn sent reporters in Minncsot'^' , tju Drkotas, Montrjia,

rnd TTyorrdng in October of this yerr is ivicliided in the appendix to this re-

port. (See exhibit F.) Similrr schedules were sent to about 70,000 farmers

throug'iout the country. On October 1, 19,'^'P ,
approximately 21,400 fcrmers

reported on one or more of the four v-^rge rrti? items for their locrlity. The

mimber of reoorts t' b;il<rted by States, for October 1 cf erch of 4 sel^^cted

years durin.. the last decade and a half, are shown in t-^ble 1 of tlv^ Appendix.

For October 1939, over 12,000 reports we.-e t-bul--ted for e-ch of the day rates

and the monthly rate with board, while nearly 9,400 returns --e-e used for the

less common method, of paying workers hir-^d by the month without bo.ord.
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The volimtar;- nnture of thr> retiu'ns fron theop ci'op correTunndentr;

makes the quarterly waje rate sa:nDle so^newhat selective. Those who report

do so "because of a willingnes? to cooperate, and they have heen found gen-

erally to be above av^^raije in public sriritei"^ interest and knowledge of lo-

cal conditions. A preTDonderancp of the return?; in from operators of general

crop and livestock f^rms, and r'^uorts are received from no-^rl}'' evor^- a;_^ri-

cultural county in the country.

Unfortunately, schedules pent to other lists of fr^'it, tr'ic]-, dairy,

and sirailar special reporters do not carrj'- questions reg.'~'rdini^ wa-ro r- tps.

It is doubtful if v;age rates paid on such farms are adequately reprt>sented

in the re^jular quarterly samole. They are, however, reflected to sone oxtent

inasmuch as the re^^^ilar crop correspondents are requested to report average

farm wa^-e rates for their locality rather t'van rates paid their ov.-n hired,

workers.

It can definitely be said that the Department series of daily rmd

monthly rates is based upon reports from farmers enroloyin.^ more than avera,-::e

amounts of farm labor. Employment on the forms of crop correspondents on

Januc'.a*y 1, 1935, averaged 0.77 — ' hired workers per farm, compared with an

average of only 0.24 hired workers en'.im.ernt.'d by the censup, as of that date.

It is believed, in £;pnerol, th-it the'-e daily and monthly rates furnish
a fairly accurate picture of the averni,'e rates paid to ferm laborers in the

general crop-producing regions thro\ighout the country. Laborers hired by
the month are usiially kept throu.q-hout the year or durine the se^'son of great-
est farm activity. Th-' reported day rates, either for ye^r-round or special
harvest work, also reflect rather well the level of da--- v/ages, where v-orkers

are comm.only hir-'^d in this manner and v.'here rates are fairly standard in a

given community.

It is entirely possible that the reported figures may fail in som.e

cases to reflect the actual le^-el of dry-rate equivnl--nts of piece-work rates
paid. Some correspondents probably overlook this "actor in siibmitting esti-
mates for their locality inasmuch as pieceworkers may be hired infreouently
in area-s of generc'-l crop .and livestock farming. Others may overestimate the
returns per v/orki- r v/here one worker may be paid a piece-rate not only for the

labor he performs but also for that of other members of his fajmily. It is

extremely doubtful if reported day rates reflect the level of average druly
earnings of employees hired through labor contractors.

Supplement- ry information on piece-work r;:tes pjiid f-"rm. worker? is

gathered regiilarly only for cotton picking. Since 19li4, a question regarding
the average price iviid for picking 100 pounds of seed cotton has been car-
ried Da the regular November scliedule sent cotton gro'.^ers to inquire regard-
ing the condition of the crop and the average yield. A copy of this Question-
naire is included in the Appendix. (See exhibit i^i)The return- to this inquiry
are far more mir-'.erous in the principal cotton States than the reports on

3/Eased on returns to ouestions comparable with census. This differs
slightly from publir-^hed figures v/hich are based on employment on a given
date rather than during "2 or more days" of preceding week.
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standard day and nonthly rnte?:- on th^- gvnerr.l crop scViednle. In 1979, this
special Noveinlier inquiry yielded 8,57c reports. Such extensive covprr-^e of

all the cotton-2;rowing are-^is would appear sufficient to establish accurately
the actual level of jrionthly rates paid for this t^^po of "'ork-. The number of

returns from the Cotton Belt is shoT'n by Stnt^s for sel<"-cted years in table
2 of the Appendix.

WeiH.htin^ and AvcTac-i n-e: '^n^re Rat e T^itn '

Straight averages of the data re-ported on the d;ener- 1 crop schedule are
employed to establish the level of monthly ancl daily waa;e rates paid by farm-
ers in e-"ch State. Prior to 1979, the nuraber of male a:--ri cultural laborers

in e'ch State, as reported in the decennia] cens'is eniir^eratinn, had been used
as a basis for weighting the State rat^^s in cor.outinK- regional and '^Tnited

States averages. The weights used in reworking the dnta for the period 1866
to 1906 were derived from reports of thp cens\xs of occupations for appropriate
emaraeration periods.—' From. 1909 to 1912, v/eights based on the 1910 Census
we:-e used; from 1917 to 1917, a mean of the 1910 md 1920 census fi-nires; and

from 1918 to 1978, the 1920 cenms data. '

<

The employment of census data for 'V'-ights, hoT-evor, was far from satis-
factory inasmuch an current data wer- never available and the gef-gra-ohic •-hift

in v.'orkers from one decad^e to another rould have required a revision of the

national and regional wage rate •"verageB after the a-moearance of every new
census tabulation in order to maintain the representativeness of the national
wage series. Sixch historic revisions were much too costly to und^ertake with
current appropriations for agricultural statistical vcrl:.

In 19;"'8, the Works Progress Administration C'.-.mrletod and nublishf^'d his-
toric estimates of n\uabers of hired v/orkers employrd on farms for the n--riod

1909-36.5/ On the basis of the data compiled for this ^orks Prr.;:;ress Adm.in-

istration report, the Agricultural Marketing Service canstructed historic
series of taetstimated number of '"ired workers employed on farms, by census
geographic divisions, and. has since kept these regional emplo?/'p.ent series cur-

rent in its regular reports. From the various calculations involved, it

became possible for t]ie first time t'-. obtain r^iigli estimates of fcxr. empl^^y-

ment, by States. To these were applied the proportion of workers hired by the

month and by the day to derive a distribution of numbers employed for use in

weighting the several v/age rate series .6/ Tliis system of weighting v/as ennloyed

in revisin-r the historic estim.ates b'^ck tr- 1910 and crntinues in u-^e currently *

in the determination of regiona.l and national averages of standard wage rates.

A summary of the rate and weiglit date for Oct-'ber 1 '^f this :/e'r is shown in

table 3 of the Appendix.

4/See footnote 2/, p.l.
5/Shaw, E.E., and KoDkins, J. A., Trends in Agriculturrl pj^plo'/ment in the

United States. U.S.^orks Prog.Adnin., Nrtl.Eer .Pro,i . Rpt .ITo . A-8 , Nov. 1938

(Philadelphia, Pa.)
6/Folsom, J. C. , PerauiTiites and T'a.^-es of Hirc'd Farm. Laborer-^. 'J, S.Biir .Agr,

Econ. Tech. Bull. 213, 30pp., illus. 1931.
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For the v/pi^-^htin^ piece-work hr.rvestin_, ratet', crop prf^ducti-n sta-

tistics provide n fairly satisfactr ry "barsis'. A strai:!:ht avera,^p of reported

rates f'-r picking, 100 pounds of seed cottrn i? obtained f'^r erch crop-report-

in^- district, of vhich there are usually 9 in a State. The-^e district aver-

•ages are than' wei^'hted in proportir^u t:: c tton proraiction in the respective

districts to obtain the picking rate for the State. The national average nf

rates paid is finally obtained by "-eijhting the State rates vith the State

estir.ates of lint production publiohed b;-' the Cr-^o EeTor.rtin.- ?.orrd.

Reliability of Re"oo rted "'p.j:c Rate^

As a rule, f^r the generol frminj; arc^s thr'^'-i.-.-h'^ut the country, there

is re^-s^-n to •'eli-jve thrt tho d.-tr renorteti by crop corresiDondents reflect

rather clopely the rctual level of prevailing' cosh -'a-re rates. In snne in-

stances farriers nay tend to report cash rate-- P'"'i<f only to efficient able-
bodied hired nen capable of doinL; a f'lll day'? -ork,- v'ithout nakin^;' sufficient
allov.'ance for the considerable nunber of •'orkers v/lio crnnot trive a naxinim
output bec'us'^ of a^^e, youth, ine^rperience , or inefficiency, and v/ho are con-
sequently onDloyed r-'t lowor va.res.

It ir doubtful if si.;ch a tendency '.-.'ould produce any narked up^rard bias
in the- drta reported in th' -Drincipal a.re'^s of st-oplo crop prodiiction since
rates beco'-^e nore or less standardized, in any ;i"'en connunit'- as a result of

the c-npetition r-ncn^ farmers for the cxit^tinc.: labor s-^ipply. This, hov/ever,

is n:re likely to be true of n.'.-ithly rates paid '^rkers hired for the venr,

or for the entire crop-^rri:v.'iiijr: serson than for day rates paic^ casu'il y^^rkors

en_a^'ed for sersonal Jobs of short d.urrtion.

Still, there are nany factors -that work to produce variation in'.lndividual
rates of pay e^en in the sar.e locality. V'--ri?;ticn in worker efficiency and
in individual bargainiiLT; pover nay result in considerr.ble ran^^e in day rates
paid casual workers. V.-rioti^n in the anount of and nunber of perquisites
oth.-r than board rud lod^-in^ th- t are furnished^ th'-' hired nan also nay result
in v ri-oti r^s in cash vager T)rad eith'^r r;'"".'.thly ^ r doy v;orkers.

All of thes" factors nay be taken int"- occount by thp correspondent
when cons iderin-^ his estinate of avera-re ratos p,nid in the locality in which
he lives, Althr-'aj--h it hos not been possible^ to arroly any objective tests,
the rcpr.rters appt .' r, for the nest part, to be doing a reasonrbly satisfac-
tory Job in approxi'iating the rjenera lly prevail in daily and nonthly rates.
In a"ea.^ and nohths v/here their estinates of dail" rates niist bo brsed large-
ly onp-lece-»voi-k ^ouivalents, however , their job is further co'-plicoted, VJhen

fanilio-s are .hired as a unit for such t-nsks, eithe-" dirr'^ctly or through labor
contractors', the reuortin.:- of an avera.-ce eq livalent doi;- rate per person be-
cones increasingly corr>lex; it is entirely posniblp to---.^ of th-^ child
or fenale v.'orkers nay be entirely overlooVpd vhen the corres'onndf nt fispares
the average rate of pay. Unfortunotely, fu.nd? ha-n. not op-ew available t'-

p'ernit an '"bjo.cti""e check on the reliabilit?/ of the reports fror-: areas where
such hirin^ practices are in vogue, -^t is rcosr-nr-ble t-^ expf ct, therefore,
thrt the error in individu'-'l reports coverin--.- such localities '7ould be greater
than the error in reports for areas vh^ '^e far'-' l-bor is usuall-/ hired by the
day or by the no]it}i.



In addition to the variation in f-'irn v.-a^e rate? in particular local-
ities, there is a tremendo\is geoi^-raphic variation, that is betv/een localities,
in a specific rate at any one particular tine. The demand for workers varies
from area to area as a rer;ult of differen-es in the labor requirenents for
the several crop nnd livestock enterprises, and in the financial ability of

farmers to hire labor. The supply of workers avnilable for hire '.vill differ
from locality to locality in line v.'ith vrriations in tlie total labor suDply
and in the state of employment in nonaeri cultural industries. Ee,c-ional vari-
ations in farm wa^e rates also appear as a result of geoeraphic differences
in tho Gont of living ;ind in the c-astomary node of li-'anc-. The results of

a statistical analysis of these variations, as reflected in the samrjle data
reported from selected States in October 19r'^9, are shown in tables 4 to 8

of the Appendix.

On October 1, 197.9, the national aver'ige of v/age ratos Der day with-
out board 'was $1.57. This rrtte varied v/idely throug'iout the countr:/, how-
ever, with State average rates rant{:in^^; from 85 cents in South Carolina to

$3 per day in New Hampshire. The avern^,'e of 492 reioorts from Pennsylvania,
for example, was $2.29 per day. The re-Dortr. for this one State ranged from
a low of $l.o5 per day in the northvest section of the State to a hi^h of

$3,75'p(:r day in the southeast section. Tho stiotistical analysis of this

samiole reveals that two-thirds of tho reports fell within a ran-:e of about

53 cents (the standard deviation) on oithrr side of the mean of all renorts.

This, in statistical parlance, amounts to a coefficient of variability of

ap-oroximately 2-^ percent of the mean. If it is assumec^ that the individual

reports were retiresentati ve , then it .alpo c;;n be said, st-'~'tistically, that

the probable error of the average of $2.29 reported paid per day witho\it

board by Pennsylvania farmers on October 1, 1939, v-ap 1,6 cents. This merp-

ly means that the chances arp one to one that tl^e a.vpra-^e of a much l-^-rger

sample of reports of tlie sa;ne size, obtained at the same time and in the sane

manner from a. similar group of Pennsylv^'nia farmers, v.'ould have averaged
within 1.6 cents or 0.7 percent of the present mean. On a similar basis,

the chances are ninety-nine to one that the average of a m ich larger gro\ip

of reoorts, obtain':^d at the same time and under similar co.-iditions , v.'ould not

have differed from the mean of tlie riresent sample by more than four times

the relative prob able error, or 2,8 percent.

The relative probable errors of tho averages of the crop reporter re-

turns vary among States becau?e of differences in the size of the sample, in

the range of the reported wage rates, and in the magnitude of the averages
upon which the percentage figures are based. In a majority of cases examined,

however, tlie relative probable errors of the crop reporter returns are less

than 1 percent. In the analyses of the cotton-picking rates, the error of

the mean arpunts to consider abl: less than one-haJf of 1 percent. Since the

averages of reported figures are not exact, the Agricultural Marketing Ser-

vice usually rouTids its estimates of monthly wagc^ rates to aiiarters of a

dollar, and its estimate of dadly rat^-s and cotton-picking rates to multi-

ples of 5 cents to avoid tlie appnarance of over-refinement of accuracy.

The wage rate data find their most significant und reliable use in

measuring changes in wage rate levels oV'-^r tine. In this connoction, the



Table X.-Toluntazy reports on farm wa£e rates, October 1 of (elected years, 192U-39
by States and geographic divisions

: 192U : 1929 193U : 1919
<itmt» : Per aionth : Per day : Per month : Per day Per month r Per day s Per month : Per day

and = :With-: :With-: :Wlth-: :Vlth-

dlvlBlon-*^*^ : out :Wlth rout :Wlth :out rfith rout
r board r board r board : board r board : board r board r board

: irith-r : fflth-: : Tflth-r : fflth-

Wlth out r With r out : With r out : With : out
boardr boardr board: boardr boardr boardr boardr board

: Nun- KuB- Num- Num- Nun- Num- Nua- Num-
r ber ber ber ber ber ber ber ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Num-
ber

Maine • -r Ug 39 5° 5^ 73 55 88 93 57
N.H. 32 30 28 3S UO 28 32 U9 48
Vt : 50 39 U9 1*9 72 5U 65 72 7U

Uass. 31* 2U 16 38 b2 U9 31 81 U5
H.I : . 7 7 5 9 13 11 9 16 5
Conn. . . ; 25 23 18 33 38 31 2U U2 3U

N.Eng.
; 196 162 166 221 298 228 2U9 553 263

N.T : 327 263 312 280 317 257 287 266 487
N.J r 73 68 58 82 U5 UO 38 55 63
Pa ; 306 268 326 296 722 5U1 737 625 685

M.A....: 706 599 696 658 1,084 838 1,062 9U6 1,235

Ohio : 300 250 350 300 E5 171 228 ilU 396"

:nd : 25J 261 263 227 315 276 271 253
Ill : 255 231 2UI+ 228 306 2U8 2b8 233 '•4U

Mich : 337 267 3I4O 283 291 221 3O3 250 339
Wis ;_J!11 122 255 329 173 297 23U 707

I.N.C. ;i.529 1,199 l,5Ui 1,298 1,1+56 1,089 1,367 l.isU 2,300

Minn r U07 19O UI8 223 '*95 186 I+35 225 5OI
Iowa : 755 527 666 5O8 835 526 720 505 772
Mo : U40 38U 386 371 1*71* U07 U55 U22 U19
N.Dak. ..: 128 39 13^ 32 259 92 208 7!+ 3IO
S.Dak. ..: 129 51 51 57 270 112 221 112 367
Nebr : 267 167 219 137 231 lU4 198 I36 377
Kane : 796 .619 7U0 563 329 262 322 ' 265 553

W.N.C. !2.922 1,967 2.61U 1,891 2,891 1,729 2.559 1.739 3.299

Del : 32 . 22 37 37 9 8 12 n i^T
Md : 170 lUO 175 161 : 109 102 105 97 100
Va. : 207 211 223 223 310 31O 37!* • 37U I58
W.Va : 60 58 75 75 90 86 136 131 lUl
N.C. ...r 315 311 334 351 198 192 215 226 213
S.C : 97 97 97 106 128 130 120 139 158
6a : 1+90 1+86 I+U9 U70 31*5 336 323 338 275
ria : 57 62 52 97 87 95 7*+ 160 109

S.A !l,l+28 1.387 l.Ul+2 1,520-1,276 1,259 1,3591,1+76 1,178

Ky : 205 196 216 219 227 221 257 26U 288
Tenn : 255 250 257 260 I65 Ibl lb2 IbS I93
Ala : 156 158 11+7 165 ll*S 1U6 I5I I56 1U5
Miss : 211 211 222 222 201 I9I I99 2l6 I56

E. S.C. ! 827 8I5 81+2 866 7U1 719 769 8OI+ 782

Ark : 219 201 Eu 23O 131 130 Tui 195
La : 78 72 79 101+ 68 65 83 122 36
Okla : 26b 233 286 256 25O 209 272 255 263
Tel. 209 193 236 2I+8 293 282 33U 366 251

w. S.C.
; 772 699 815 838 71+2 686 831 901 71+5

Mont : 156 61 16I+ 58 170 73 136 69 163
Idaho...: 80 70 87 78 111 85 II7 89 110
Wyo r 71+ 1+2 62 37 71 1+1+ 61* 1+1+ 85
Colo : 112 83 111 99 227 157 223 I73 363
N.Mex. ..: 52 1+1+ 5U 50 36 27 39 37 81
Ariz. ..: 12 13 17 15 10 I3 11 19 18
Utah : 37 3"+ 38 1+2 1+6 1+6 1+7 I+7 UO
Nev : 10 2 11 3 5 5 8 8 13

Mt '. 533 31+9 5I+4 382 676 U50 61+5 1+86 873

Wash : lUl 76 132 92 89 63 76 7I+ 17b
Oreg : 27 22 28 19 93 60 87 88 122
Calif. ..! 100 108 127 167 183 207 191 1+47 107
Pa<=

1 268 206 287 278 365 33O 35!+ 609 I+05

U.S. :9.181 7.383 8,91+7 7,952 9,529 7,328 9,195 8,1+98 11,080

1+0

32
50

_21.

61

30
58
2U
6

20

71

56
67

65
8

1+0

98

35
85
52
8

_22_

7"^

19
60

Jl.

101
20

67
17

1^

110

33

P
69
8

185 199 '307 315 222 222 332

36U
1+2

1+23

56

Jll.

U35

79
581+

1+1+2

117

_5Ii.

3^5
110

J+li.

376
8U
560

387
157
1+92

899 1,192 1,098 1,138 868 1,020 1,036

279
31+1+

350
191

1+87

U5U
U31+

358
618

1+09

1+38

U15
271
388

1+80

305
673

353

375
265

527
221+

J22_

525
3I+O

637
370
663

1+90

351+

575
290

J22.

1,1+83 2,351 1,921 2,5'+l+ 1.763 2,535 2,108

171
1+1+1+

361

78

139
21+3

1+02

1*57

753
1+92

237

355
367
587

196 1+98 171 U67 232
1+87 695 1+55 631+ 500

1+53 1+02 365 511 1*87

75 298 87 259 99

153 39U 158 356 173
2I+9 509 326 U8I+ 339
.Ui+l 660 561 71+0 61*3

1,838 3,2i*8 2,051* 3,1*56 2,123 3.'^5l 2.1*73

8

83
158
121

193
171+

279
75

25-

119
206

251
272
178
290
su

22 32 29 32 35
109 133 126 11+6 162
206 156 156 225 225
198 202 185 352 321

295 2U5 23U 319 353
221 221 231* 21+2 299
329 U75 1+78 505 612

153 86 87 7^* 157

1,091 1.1+25 1,533 1,550 1,529 1.899 2,161+

273
190

137
129

390
273
IU3

_l&i.

1+38

307
152
182

237
233
233
227

257
238
233
205

3U7
33U
2I+3

21+3

359
398
286

283

729 969 1,079 930 933 1.167 1.326

181

33
213
21+7

231
Ui

337

298
66

326
U2l+

205
122

379

_25L.

197
113
31+6

_225_

275
11+6

1+97

J21.

337
199
5I8

501+

67U 952 i.liU 963 931 1.310 1,558

U2

72
1*1+

232
58

9
31
U

11*0

126

71

332
85
18

35
11

U8

102
1*9

273
85
2U

60
6

175
188

97
208

59
10
1*6

10

66
l6l*

62

176

12

'I

155
216
91

210
67

9
60
8

61

190
63

201
82

31
83
U

1+92 818 61+7 793 582 816 715

89 158 l6l 2I+8 I7I* 212 252

71 139 139 202 135 175 219
112 89 326 91 115 85 369

272 386 626 51*1 l*2l* U72_ gl+0

7.663 11.51*0 10,379 12,230 9,375 12,892 12,552



Tatle No, 2: lTtin"'oer of reports on wage rates for picking
100 ITds. of seed cotton in principal Cotton States,

selected years
, 1934-39, 02^ States

State
and !^ 1924 1 1929 : 1934 ; 1959

Division

H.C • 318 127 • 268 • 504
S » C« » • • •

• 194 ' 174 414 ' 542
G'&o • • • •

' 537 '• 207 • 539 • 907

So. Atl '

1,049 : 508 1 1 3 321 : 1,953

Ala 261 202 ; 571 ' 706
Miss, ... ' 406

;

141 ; 765
;

994
Ark. .... 356

;

174 ; 796
'

1,252
La* 247

'

83 ; 258
I

530
Okla. .,. 238 ' 153 ; 594

;
664

Tex 645 293 • 1,505 ' 1,553

So, Cent.
I
2,153 ; 1,046 ! 4,599

;

' 5,689

9 Cottons iates-^^ 3,202 : 1,554
• •

: 5,920
j

7,642

Agricultural Marketing Service»
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Table 3.- Torm e«ployiiient and wa^e rates, October 1, 1939' V clasBee

Total
. eaploy-

Per month - Per day -

State
and

division

nent
hired Kith board Without board With board . Without board

Compoeita
wage

labor
Oct.l,

1939

:Per8one:
em-

ployed i

Wage
rate

Persone-
ea-

ployed •

Wage
rate

Wage
rate

iPereona'Uonthly : iPereone: Monthly

Jployed ^alent 1.1 '• * '• ployed -lent i'

rate

Uaiae
H.H. .

7t. . .

Uass.

H. I. .

Conn.

H.S.

N T. .

H J. .

Pa..

U.A.

Ohio.
Ind. .

111. .

Uich.
Wis. .

E. N.C.

Uinn.

.

Iowa •

Uo . . .

N.Dak.
S.Dak.
Nobr.

.

Kans.

W.H.C.

Del. .

Ud ..

Va. ..

W.Va.
B.C. .

s.c.

.

Ga. ..

na. .

S.A.

Ky.

Tenn.

Ala. .

UlBS.

I. S.C..

Ark. .

La. ..

Okla.
Tex. .

w.s.c.

Uont.
Idaho
Wyo. .

Colo.

N.Uex
Ariz.

Utah
Nev. .

Ut.

Wash.
Oreg.

Calif

Pac.

U.S.

Dollars Dollars Thous- Dollars Dollars
: and 8 ande ande ends ands

: 26 9 33.00 10 50.25 1.75 1 35-00 2.35 6 47.00 42.94

: 1 2 33-75 3 56.00 2.15 43.00 3.00 2 60.00 50-79
: 11 4 30.00 4 47.50 1-75 1 35-00 2.45 2 49.00 40.27

10 33-75 12 63-75 1-95 1 39-00 2 . 35 b 57.00 51. Ifa

1 35-75 1 65.50 2.05 ~ 41.00 2-95 59-00 50.62
: 2U 8 35-25 10 65.00 1.90 1 38.00 2.90 00 52.50

: 99 3"* 33-52 40 58.52 1.84 4 36.75 2.70 21 53.90 48.08

: 9S
1,.,

—

30.25 35 4fa. 00 1.75 10 35.00
5—TC

—

2.35 117 t\F\ Ttl—511

: 32 111 33-50 12 54.50 1.85 3 37.00 2.50 3 50.00 43.25
: 92 UO 27.00 33 42.00 1-75 9 35.00 2.30 10 46.00 35.23

I 222
'

96 29-37 80 45.62 1-76 22 35-27 2.35 24 4b. 9b 37-71

: 77 3t
—

27. 00 25
—;—

—

40. 00 1-70
—rr

10 i

—

7^
34. 00 2. 15 8 43. 00 33.79

19 28. 25 l"* 38. 00 1-55 b 31.00 2 . 00 5 Uo. 00 33.06
: 87 38 33.00 28 U3. 50 1 . 30 11 36. 00 2. 30 10 46. 00 38.25

oil
: 51* 29.25 30 43.50 1.70 12 34. 00 2.25 10 U5. 00 36. 08
i oD 38 30.25 28 43 . 00 1-55 11 31 00 2 . 05 Q9 Ui . 00 35-62

• 388 171 29. 75 125 42.07 1.67 50 33.42 2.17 42 43. 40 35.67

i lOU 51* 32-25 20 44.00 1.85 24 37.00 2.55 6 51.00 36.69
: lOU 5^ 33.50 20 42.75 1.35 24 37-00 2-35 6 47.00 36.87
• So lit?

23.50 Id 31.50 1.15 20 23 00 1.45 5 29. 00 25. 19
: 33 17 29.75 fa 43. 00 1. bO 8 32.00 2.30 2 46.00 33-69
: 21 11 29.25 4 4i. 50 1. bO 5 32.00 2. 10 1 42.00 32.85
: U2 22 25-00 8 35.50 1-35 10 27.00 1.30 2 36.00 28. 00
: 50 26 24.25 9 35.50 l.UO 12 23.00 1.90 3 38.00 28.00

i UUO 229 28. S9 83 39.36 1.58 103 31.63 2.11 25 42.12 32.26

2 25. 00 1+ 38. 00 1 . 60 ]^ 32 . 00 2 . 10 2 42 . 00
- 18 1 RnX . '^\J 7

1 30. 00 Q

. gU 21 21.50 IT.
JJ 1 . 10 12 22.00 1

.
50 18 30 . 00 d.(

: 27 7 22.25 10 32.25 1.05 4 21.00 1.50 6 30.00 27.49
70 2U 17 J° • 19. 00 1. 20 21 24. 00

: 112 28 12.75 44 18. 75 .60 17 12.00 -85 23 17.00 15,87
39 12.25 60 18.00 .70 23 14.00 .90 33 18.00 15.96

: '56 lU 17.25 22 27.50 .85 8 17.00 1.25 12 25.00 22.90

. 580 14b lb. 3d 229 24. SO .88 87 17.67 1.19 12U 23.74 21. 54

; 51 12 21.00 16 29.25 1.00 5 20.00 1.30 18 26.00 25.25
: 81 19 17.00 25 24.50 .80 8 16.00 1.05 29 21.00 20. 65
: 6U 15 13.75 20 19.50 .65 6 13.00 -90 23 18.00 17.00
: 8? 20 14.00 28 20.00 .70 9 14 00 .95 32 19.00 17.69

• 285 6fa 16. 08 89 22.81 .77 28 15. U3 1.03 102 20.58 19.73

; 79 16 16.00 25 23.25 .80 g 16.00 1.05 30 21. 00 20 19
: 115 23 15.25 37 22.75 .80 11 16. )0 1.10 44 22.00 20. 32
: 76 15 20.75 24 30.00 1.15 3 23.00 1.45 29 29.00 27.06
: 268 53 21.00 36 30 00 1.10 27 22.00 1.30 102 26.00 25.89

;
538 107 IB. 98 172 27.46 1.00 54 20. OU 1.24 205 24.83 24.03

: 1»0 25 39.50 5 55-75 2.05 6 41.00 2.70 4 54.00 43.21
: 25 16 40.50 3 55.50 2.00 4 40.00 2.55 2 51.00 43.06
: 16 10 37.00 2 54.00 1-70 2 34.00 2.30 2 46.00 39.88
: 39 2U 30.75 <5 46.25 1.50 6 30.00 2.10 4 42.00 33.78
: 32 20 28-75 4 50.50 1 35 5 27.00 1.70 3 34.00 31-69
: 33 21 39.00 4 52.25 1.45 5 29.00 2.05 3 41.00 39.27
: 20 13 44.50 2 59-00 2.20 3 44.00 2.60 2 52.00 46.62

U 3 38.00 53-25 1.90 1 38.00 2.20 44.00 38.00
I

. 209 132 36.59 25 52.51* 1-72 32 jU.50 2.27 20 1*5 -35 39-02

: l»h 18 '0.75 12 57.00 1-95 3 39.00 2.75 11 55.00 43.62
•• 35 lU 37.50 10 54.75 1-95 3 39.00 2.50 8 50.00 45.41
: 176 71 7.25 43 72.00 2.05 14 41.00 2.85 42 57-00 55-97

: 255 103 44.79 71 67.04 2.02 20 40.40 2-79 61 55-72 53-25

".3.022 1,084 28.28 914 36.13 1-35 400 27.04 1-57 624 31-37 31.13

l/Oajr rate multiplied by 20.
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reported sanple can be expected to di^-olny its §reater-t efficiency. Tables

4 to 8 indici-te thnt the overage of renorted figiires are comparatively fr<^e

of serious sampling errors. Although this doet- not ^niarnntee that these nver-

r.ges reflect the actual level of wo^re r^tes paid in a given Stote, any tend-

ency toward ovprstr^tement or understatement doubtless persists fron inquiry

to inquiry, as the schedules are sent to th^ s^r-e list'^ quarter after quarter

and the inforn-ition h--s beeJi obt^dned in alnost exactly the sane v/ay for nr'ny

years. 'Thrtevcr the bias or selectivity, it is inherent in the remorted fir--

ures for any given State; th(.rpfort, it tends to be more nr l:^ss constant.
Unfortxmately , no statistical --ualys^s of tliT- errors of the r'ifference betv/e;']i

the meajis of sarple data for the sane State on different dates an- availabl.e

at the present time. It is beliex'ed, however, that the cstinatinf; procedure
follov/ed in rounding daily rate indic-'-^tions to nulti-nle<^ of 5 cents and month-

ly rates to quarters of a, dollar is, in nost c'ses, sufficiently broad to

guarantee th^t the seasonal and annual dif f erer.ct-" - oublished for nost States

are significant.

Differenct s in the p'eneral level of vn ^e rptes as between States or

regions on ^ny one sioecific d.'^to a7'e also believed te be significant in a

majority of coses. A fe?' anal?,'S"s of e^rrorr of V'^e difference between stand-
ard v/a;:re rates in Pennsylvania ;ind Oklahoma arc' presented in table 9 of the
Ar)pendix, together vith 'ui an-'^lysis nf the error of the difference between
cott^n-pickins rates in Soutii G' rolina and Texas. The average of reT~iorted

day r'^tes vlthout board, for exmole, vns cabout $2.30 in Pennsylvrnia on

October 1, 1939, rci cer.pared '''ith ?1.45 in Oklahoma, or ^ differpnce of 85
cents. Statistical cor.r)utations indicnte, however, t?iat the probable error
of this difference v;as only abon.t 2 cents 'vhich su.ggests thr:t if another set

of samples with a much l-'^rger nunber of reaorts had been collected at the

same time and in the same v/ay in Pennsylvari ia and Oklr-io-r, thv chances are
one to one that the difference betv'een th"^- averages of these sanr)les "."ould

not have been less than 87 or more than 87 cents. F'xrthernore , the chances
are ninety-nine to one thrt th^- difference between the average of similar
Pennsyli'ania and. Oklahem'-' sa^^iples for th-^t date v'ould not ha^-e departed r.orr

than 8 cents either v/ay from the 8r cents actually reported. Since the actu-
al difference between the rates reported for t'lese t".'o States v/as many tines
that of the error of fhi? difference, there is no q\iestion as to its statis-
tical significance.

In the case of the cotton-pickin-; rates, th^- actu'-J difference betv/een

the average of rates reported for South Carolina, and Texas "'as only '^bont 3

cents per 100 pounds of seed cotton in 19:'''9. Nevertheless, a sn.ff iciently
large nunber of reports v/as tabulated to restrict the prob.'^.ble error of this
difference to a little over one-fifth of a cent. In consequence, the con-
cl'.ision c-^n safely be drav;n th^it even small differences, between the le\'-el

of piece-work rates for picking seed cotto^i in individiial States, are re-
flected in the averages of reported rates.



Cnnh '^ag;-- Rr tp- Ycrsns R^."l ""r^sies

The infnrration collected by the- Agriciltnrnl Iv'nrketing Service re-
cording '.vn.:e rotos tirid tr hired f'"'rn Ir'b^ir Ci^nnr-t "bp interioreted rtc-. on fro-

proxinntion nf the level of re"l vr.s^e^-i of hirow. f"^r'^ lr^"b^^r. The renl wnges
of hired for-^ l-^hor nre deternined "by ?everr.l frct'^rf?, '-^r'-ie ef the n^re in-
portfint of 7.'hich are (l) the pnrchnsiur' TDo-'er nf cr ph "'a^es, (2) th.p v-'"'l\ie

of the perquir,ites recei'"-ed in rodition t^ c' sh 'noid f-nrn 'v-rker?, (' ) the

len-^th of ti;ie the ivorkerp rerarin '^n the "Dny roll, nnd (4) their inc'""e fr^^n

off-the-farn --activities. Thf^ cosh vra.^e rnt^ dntr collect^-d, t'^^eth"^ -^ith

inf o r"i''ti'"n assenhlcd on prices of frv-^ proanct^ '^nd l^c-'l nrrket r-ric-s of

articles "bou?:ht for fTn fnnily nointenonce, dn furnish the t^^^e of naterial
fron which r fnirl:/ relinhl? deterninoti^n of the chnn^es in ren.l -pn^es over
r period, of ti";- crzi he node. Ho-.-ever, inf ^rr' t i^n i? n'^t nov ov ii.-,"bio on

vri,-e rntes for piece vrork, oth^-r thnn for pickins; cotton, -^nd r-n region-'

1

vrrirtions in the number of d.oys V'^rked, to -ppr-dt reliable aiTDroxinations
to geogroTihic differences in the rerl T.'n.,T.r^ of ppoinl--> rkin^ -"n frrr^'s.

One indie tion of ch*in-:e in the purch- sin.e po-er of c-'sh v^o^^e rotos
con be obtained frori the rotic of crsh farn vra.^e rotes to tlie index of local

raarket prices paid br fnrners for conrioditi ^-'S used for forily nointenonce.
Table 10 of the ApToendix shov.-g the national series of cosh v/a^e rates Der
d-oy ond per nontk "ithout bor.rd, the index of ret-il -orices poid by f orners
for farily maintenonce, ond- cosh v/age rotes odjustf-.d for ch?Ti;;-es in orices
of these ccnsuner goods, for the period 1910 to dote.

Woge rates generolly rise more slov.'ly thot the cost of living. '^it~

thernore, changes in "-age rotes usuolly log behind Dri 'e changes, and espe-
ciolly so v/hen there is o declinin price trend. Feal v;ages, os indicoted
by the adjusted forn wrge rote series in figure 1 ond toblc 10 for the period
fro'i 1910 to dote, show o s\ibstontially different pattern for the r.onthly

v/orkers os corpared vdth the dpily y-^rkers. Although both series shr;-- rol-

otively rid.e v'riotions during the lost three decodes, there has been no

evidence of r. trend in the adjusted monthly rotos -hereos the trend in od-

justed doily rotes hos been decidedly do'.vnvord. A'oporently the need for

reliable ^'"eor-round ond crop-seoson loborers for f'.e o-nerrition of the nodern
nechanized forn plont hos helped t'- nointoin thr purch-'-sing "po-er of vroge

rot^s poid to nen hired bv the nonth ^'Ithout boord "'hc-Te-'s th.o pressure -"f

the increosed supDl:-" of avoiloble ^-orker^-. ho.a tendod to deT)ress t;;e reol

v'Oge rotes for day ¥/r;rkers.

Both seri'-s of reol ""'O.ge rotes reoch^d o r-re-vo-'^ "oeok in 191-'^ and then

declined shorpl - for the next ye^^rs un^'er tbe "lores'^^xre of odvancing living

costs. The rool wage indicoted f-^r rTonthlv workers tVien odvonced irregular-

ly until 19"0, but did not equal t'^e 1913 1-vel until 19;,:,'^. The real wage

indicated for v/orkers hired by the do;/, on the oth'^r h;iiid , odvonced shorply

ofter 1916, passed the 191" le^-ol and estoblished its -oost-'-'or Deok in 1920

as war-tine demands abs-'' rbed r.ost of the flo-'-tin-- labor s tdoIv. The reol

wo.ge of dry v/orkers, hovever ,
dropped shOTnly in the following year, then

staged 0 porticl recovery fr 1922 to 1924, ond sho-.-cd o very slight do-.-n-

ward trend during the next 6 ye'^rs. The purchosing Dover of both nonthly



and. doily 7!r\^€ rctcs v.-ithm.it board dropped procipitritely fmn 19r<l t

rnd reno.ined nt de'oreijsicn levels in 19.''4 but re.^rined n v^rt of t'^csr-

losses fr l?r^5 to dnte.

These ndjristed vT :e rnte serie-:-- d'^ not fiirnish n precise indicrticn
cf ch-onger in t'.e renl wng'~-s of nil frr - l.*>borer3 o^rer ti"p innr-riTich ns

they ariply nerely tr. those reO'.-ivin^ cr.'zh r^ter " itn.'^ut b'^nr- . In :^enpral,

ho-ve^'ei- , the difference betveen rates v.'ith rnr, 'Aithon.t b'-prd is o f.oirly

relirble inc^.ex of the cash '.'al'ie of bc-.rd nr.d lodifin.-; '^iven w- rkers hired
on a "vith boord" b.osis. i<'everth('^lesG , no r-llo- -'";riC(-'' is made fcr chan.fjes in

the anc\iht nn- repl vr.lue of other perq\iisites farnish-'d noncasiiol i"orkers.

In sonf crser t'.ese v/'^rkors ore- provired housing focilities, fuel, sio'^ce

for n garden ajid/or f-.-ori products fr^"!: the forp ond the use of t^e npemtor's
tonlr and vehicle^,. Cosilnl v/orke'^s are q\iite frequently provided either
shelter or transportation to "-d frori v.'orlc.

The rc"l vrlues of these riiseellaneous itens furnished hired, rorkers is

moat o.ifiiji.lt tc; deternine currer.tly. J- coMprehenpive s^irvey of t!''ie cosh

vrlue cf t;i'-se rnd otlier perquisites hos not been r.<ode since 1925.7/ On the

basis of ch- n^es in rverojie prices rec'-ived. b • formers for sales of vori^us
cormedities furni<-hed os perquisites, the Bureru r;f Aj^-ricultural Fc^'nonics8/

has prepared manual (,-stir.?>tc- s of tlie tc tal cost to f.orners of perquisites
other than b:.avd and lod|j;ing duria.:^ "t^^o T)i"^ri"d 1P09 to 19^8. Infornotion
as to the nnnuol chrn^e*^ in the quantity cf thp vrrious perquisities sup-
plied hired vorkers is net o.vailoblo, ho^/zever, t'' supply nnd indiC'tion of

the effect of tliese quantitative frotors on chan^'(-s in t^ie reril v/a^^e rates.

No cjirreiit indicotion of ^ef^graiDhic dif f -roncf-^s in the amount ond
value of perquisites ^iven hire'" far-'i wofkers is ovr.ilable other than the

reported differences bv States betveen rates v.lth and v-.'ithout boord. This
indie- ti~n does not "orovidf^ a represcntotive index of t>-e total valiie "•f

perquisites in Calif ornifi, Arizona, and other States v/here a lari;e propor-
tion of the Torke:-s eiTuloyed in the h-rve'-tin-..; of fruit and tm.ck croios are
hired on a piecew-rk basis. The estimation rf the real d-^ily earnings of

these piecev/r<rkers is a c^'mrilex pr'~bl^m th;-t •-•ouldL necessitate comtJrehensive
anmial field surveys to deter-nine the kind and quantity <^f perquisites given
these pC'^ple in odditi'^n t'-. csh va-^es. Fac'^lities no;? available t'' the
Denp.rtment for the curreilt collection of stotirtics ''n f-rm labor do not
even "oernit extensive nnmial mnil(?d inquiries re.eardinf^ cosh wage rates paid
piecevjorkers and, v-ith uresent bud.^etary limitati-^ns , current investigation
of t'-'ie non-monetar?/" phase of their cmpensation is not a^!3sible.

7/ See footnote 5/, p. 4.

8/GroA^e, S,'^. , The Cost of Hired Far-i Labor, 1909-'''8. Part II, Sect.l,
Reports on Income Parit?- for Ac^r ic^ilture , -0.12. TJ.^.Bur.Agr.^-cr'n. Apr. 1939
(Multilithed)



Table 4.- Farr. v/age rates, by the month vv-ith board: Selected illustrati-^ns
of size of sanrple, measures of dispersion, and probable errors

A\'erase Stand-

'

Coef- Probable

'

Rela- Four
.ilunber rat e ard tive times

State, date . of
( c? r i th— devia- nf nf the • prob- rela-

and district ; re-
rn e t i c tion of var i a** CJ- V c J. dC-Cr able ! tive

Toorts mean ) r eport s
' bility rate or ' error probable

ner-n : error ly

Ipl. Dol

.

Pet. Dol. Pet. Pet

.

Maine : Oc t . 1 , 19 39 ,
by

crop-reptg.dists

:

1 '
. 25 38.25 7.46 19, 5 n.987 2.58 10.32

2 38 30.25 6.58 21.8 .720 2.38 9.52
3 34 30.15 4.45 14.8 .515 1.71 6.84

Strte 98 32 . 35 7.15 22.1 .487 1.51 ? .04

H.Y.
July 1, 1925 341 51.05 8.40 16.5 .306 .60 2.40

K.J.
!

Oct. 1, 1925 62 46 . 94 9.10 19.4 .89 1.89 7.55
Jail. 1, 1926 57 45.53 10.10 22.2 .91 2.00 8.00
Apr. 1, 192'5 41 48 . 78 12.45 19.0 1 . 36 2.80 11.20
July 1, 192 3 50 50 . 50 10.35 20 .

5

. 99 1 ."5 7.60
Pa: Oct.l, 1939, bv
croTj-rpt^. dists

:

1^
92 26.10 5.11 23.4 . .4:^-0 1.55 6.60

2 74 26.80 5.68 21.2 .445 1.65 6.64

3 37 27.30 7.58 27.8 .842 3.08 12 . 32

4 50 26.50 5.45 20.6 .520 1 .95 7.84

83 25.10 5.26 21.0 . 389 1.55 6.20
6 30 25 .

'^5 6.34 26 .

3

.854 .^.24 12.96
7 35 25.40 5.05 ]_G O

. 568 2.24 8.96
8 73 25.25 5.48 21.7 . 432 1.71 5 .84

9 103 29.70 7.17 24 .1 .477 1 .-1 5.44
State 578 26 . 57 6. 34 ?:^.9 . 178 .

' 7 2.68
Ohio; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop rpt^.dists:

1^
59 29.20 C • 19.2 .455 1.55 6.24

2 76 28 .75 5.80 20.2 1 . 55 6.24

o 79 27.95 4.60 15.5 . :^49 1.25 5.00

4 6 5 26.00 4.82 18.5 .403 1.55 6.20

5 57 26 . 30 4.25 16.2 . -'BO 1.44 5.76

5 38 25.40 6.11 2^.1 .669 2.63 10.52
7 38 26. 5 6.73 25.0 .736 2.73 10.92
9 " _ __ 22_^05 _- 4.71_ __ 21 A_ _ _.i2?? _ _2_j_.'^7 _ a ./I P

S trite 480 27.00 5.57
' 20.6 .171 .53

~ 2.52~

Mich; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop rpt j^.dists: ;

1 27 29.02 4.68 1'- .1 .337 1.16 4.64
2 30 32 . 34 4.05 12.5 .498 1 . 5^- 6.16

46 30 . 18 4.22 14.0 .419 1 .-^9 5.56

6 37 4.71 14 .

5

. 523 1.61 6.4.'^

7 50 27.80 5.57 20.4 . 54

1

1 . 94 7.78

8 64 30 . 58 5.20 17.0 .^;38 1.43 5 .
7.'^

9 _ 58_ . Zl_.28 __ .o..96_ _. - _ _ 7.90_

State r- '-try

—t
- 29.61 _.^on _ _ ^569_ _ 2.58_

Contimied
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Table 4.- Farm wage rate?, by the month v/ith board: Selpcted illiistr.ations

of si7,e of sample, measures of dispersion, and probable errors-Continued

Four
tines

relative
prob-
able

errori/

State, date,
and district

ITiimber

:

of

re-
r>orts

:

'Averagr-

rate
' ( ar i th-

'netic
mean)

Stand-
ard
devia-

tion of

rerjorts

Coef-
fici' nt

of

v?'ria-

bility

Probable
er.-^dr of

the ax'--

era

rate or

Eela-
tive

prob-
able
error

0kla;0ct.l,19.'?9,by

crop-rpt2,.dists:

1

2

?

4

6

7

8

State

Utah:
Oct.l, 19:^^9

Dol

.

jjol

.

Tl « J-Fct

.

Dol

.

JrCt

.

"D /I 4-irCt .

Va;
Tan 1 1 QPA O * ' \J £l-^J • X PO

ADr 1 192^ 226 29 .41 6 .39 21 .7 .290 .940 3.76

July 1,1925 18S 29.18 o . 34 21. 7 .310 1 ,060 4.24

IT C Oct 1 1939 bv
C T ' T) TTi t-^'.di'^tc; •

33 18 .92 4.26 22 .

5

. 500 2.64 ir^'. 56
T, 51 17.66 4 .20 23.8 . 3° 7 2 .25 ^ .'00

5 32 17.38 3.42 19.7 ,407 2.:^4 9.36
8 37 17.34 5.60 32 .

3

.520 3.53 14.32
9 27 17.68 . 55 20.1 .461 2.61 10.44

State 245 17.23 4.60 26.6 .198 1.15 4.60

Ala; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rpts,.dists:

1 25 15.64 2.84 13.2 .383 2.45 9.80
34 15.5- 2.54 16.3 .294 1.83 7.52

2a 23 14 . 82 3.25 22.0 .414 2.80 11.20
3 26 15.15 3.07 20.2 . 406 2.67 10.68
6 37 11.32 1.^6 17.3 .217 1.92 7.68
9 25 1.: . 46 3.13 25.0 .3C2 3.14 12.56

State 233 14.17 3 . 58 25.3 .153 1 . 12

37 24.73 5.54 22.4 .614 2.43 q ^ 92

49 24.80 4.75 19.3 .461 1.86 7 ^ A

39 21.03 4.85 23.1 . 525 2.50 10.00
20.97 4.60 21.9 . 422 2.01 8 . 08

75 1"'.7:^ 5.11 25.9 . 398 2.02 3.04
25 1'7.50

. 3.61 20.6 .436 2 73 11.12
33 21.36 5.15 2-':-.l .605 2.83 11.32
51 18.68 . 3.78 20.2 .35'' 1.^-1 7.64

r-'79 20.33 5 . 34 25.7 .185 .8--" 3 . 55

46
•

43 .
'30 7.44 16.9 . 740 1.69 6 . 75

l./The rirobnbilities are 99 out o'' 100 th- t the avpr? ^.e rate of a im.ch

larg'^r sanr-le collected; in the sane way anr' at thp r.a>if^ tine ''ronld not vary
from this average rate by more than 4 times the prob':-.ble errrr.
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T.able 5.- Frirn wag? rat' r.
,

"by thp ricntk, witho'it bcnrd: Selc-ct(/d illustrations
of ?ize of sarnule, rrie-su^es of dirporsion, and r^rob-ilDl" errors

Humber
Stand- Coef-

:Prob- blF! Rela- Pr.ur

State, date, :

and district ;

rate ard ficient : error of: tive timr-

s

01

r e—
(arith-
metic

devia-
tion of

of

varia-

: the aver-!

:age rate:
"or'^.b-

able

rela-
t i ve

TDOrt s
nean) rer)or ts bility :or moan : pr ror probable

T /error ±1

Dol

,

Tol

.

Pet

.

Dol

.

Pet

.

Pet

.

iv|ciine; uct , i , x^-i:; ,
oy

;

cr op— rp tg , di st s : ;

o oCO 4 / , 30 0. il 10.

»

0 . boi 1 . -^O D . Oc

o ; CO 4- . bU r . (Jb 14 .cd
n CO -1

i . . <o . OC
C ^ 4- ^btate : 7-1 50 . 00 10 . 00 20 .

0

. 78-1 1 . 57 6 .28

N.Y: :

July. 1, 1926 , ; 265 70.85 12 . 10 17.1 .504 .71 2.84
H.J: ;

Oct.. 1, 1925 , : 57 72 . 72 10.55 14.5 .940 1.28 5. 12

Jnn. 1, 1926 : .54 70.18 13.75 19 .6 1.260 1.79 7 . 16

A-or. 1, 1926 : .39 72.55 1".85 19.0 1.490 2.05 8.20
July 1, 1926

. : .49 76.02 10.20 13.4 .980 1.28 5.12

Pa; Oct. 1,1939, by :

crop-rx)tg. di Ft s

:

1 58 42 . 05 11.18 26.6 .990 2.35 9.40
2

: 54 41.40 9 .54 23.0 .877 2.12 8.48

? : 28 41.95 10.12 24.1 1.290 ".08 12.32

,4 : 30 41.50 7. 76 1^^ . 7 .956 2.30 ^ .20

5 ' p. 1D 1 .'0 . ou 0 . Ol o'~< 1 "7 ^
. C

2^ 42 . 40 8 96 21 .

1

1 .209 2.85 11 .40

7 27 P 59 22 .

3

1 115 2 .89 11 . 56
Qo '^P OROC « ^jO 7 "Id TO

. 707 J- • *J\J 7 /OX

o PP J. . ^

c

6 48

state 41-'^ 41 . 44 9 .64 23.3 , '20 . / r
^ PiO•

. (Jc

Ohio; Oct. 1,19 39, by
crop-rpt.?.dists

:

l' 56 41 . 45 8.05 19.4 .726 1.75 7.00

2 4/. 42.15 6.78 16.1 . 689 1.63 b . 52

3 55 45.75 8.06 17.6 . 733 1.60 6.40

4 53 37 . 90 6.77 17.9 . 621 1 . o4 D . Ob

\ ol 0 . r\J
;- '1 / T '7 n! > . J , -iV-^

1 on

o 2o 3 7 , 90 C '7
e . 23

-1 r»)

-^1 . /
0 '7c , r- X X . Htr

7 ' 35 38 . 55 6 .06 20.9 2 . 3b y . c2

9 _ 25_ 33_^20 8_^11 24 .

4

1 . 094 3.30_ _i_3 .^U

State : 376 39.55 7.98 20.2 .277 .70 2 . BO

Mich; Oct .1 , 1939, by
crop-rnt-g . dists

:

: 27 42 . 54 6 . 56 15.4 .851 2.00 8.00

7 : 37 42 . BO S .27 19.3 .917 2.14 8.57

8 : 46 41 . 70 5.22 12 .

5

.51^ 1.24 4. 85

9 !_ 35_ ._ 45^78 ._ 10^06 .
_22.0 1^147.. _ 2.r:o_ _10.02

Stote : 224 43.36 8.16 18.8 .85 3 . 39

Continued
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Table 5. -Farm Wage rates, by the month, without 'board: Selected illustrst ions

of size of sample, measures of dispersion, an(3 probable errors-Continnp>d

State, date,
and district

•Number

\ 01

: re-

:ports

AveratTe

rate
(arith-
m Ci p Tnip 0 X u

mean)

Stand-' Coef-
ard 'ficient
dcvia-* 'of

tion of'varia-
renorts'bility

Probable
error

Qi tne

average
rate or

: mean

Eela-
ti^^e

prob-
ab 1 e

error

Four
t imes

rela—
tive

prob' ble
error l'/

Dol. Tnl. Pet

.

Dol. Pet. Pet.
Va:

Jan.l, 1925 ! 243 40.45 c • bb 21.4 0.370 0.91 3.64
Apr.l, 1925 : 225 40.64 b

,

6 20. 8 .380 .94 3 . 76
• July 1,1926 • 137 42.74 p. 37

,

19 . D .410 .96 3.84

by crop-rptg. dists

:

2 . 28 26.93 6.09 22.5 . 776 2.88 11.53
' 49 25.05 5.99 23.9 .577 2 , 30 , 9 .22

5 • 29 26 .81 4.94 18.4 . 618 2 . 31 9 24
8 35 23.84 4.86 20.4 . 554 2 . 32 9.28
9 32 25.78 ^ .67 IF.l . 556 2.16 8.64

5.16 19.9 PPP, PP

iix ri , 1 o c J . X , X -/^
,
uy

crnT) mtp" di <;t. c; •

~^2
35 22 . 40 6 , (li Ic . o .424 1 8^ 7.57

2-A 2G 21.30 3.84 18 .0 . 508 2. 38 9 . 54
3 25 22 . 30 X r . 0 . 530 2.38 ':5.51

6 35 16 .60 3,19 19.2 .364 2. 19 8.77
9 30 17. '^0 4.35 24.4 .

5-'^6 3.01 ir; . 04
9 'Z'Z X , d r 4.78 23.9 • oil 1 .

1 Jo

Gkla. ; Oct. 1,19^9, by ;

crop-rptg. dists : ;

1 27 36.67 "7.07 .^~18 2.50 10.01
Cj -. JC- 6.27 17.6 . DC r 9 f . r U

3 29 . 54 -.77 19.5 .658 2.22. 8 .37

4 4^1 30.91 6,83 2? 1 .594 2.25 8.99
74 2 P. 46 6.69 i:,c: . f . 52 r- 1.78 7.13

6 ! 25 25.10 5 . 30

.

21 .1 .701 2.79 11.18
7 41 •''^1.22 6.35 2r .

.-^ .669 2.14 8.57
8 : _ i6_ _. ii'^07 _- 4.34_

. _1-!l56 _ _6^24
State . 346 30.20 7.03 23.3 .255 .84 3 . 38

Utah:
;

Oct. 1, 1939
; 51 5F.90 11.93 20.3 1.127 1.92 7.68

1/The probabilitips are 99 out of 10^ that the avera^re rate of a much
larger sar.ple collected in the sane wa^- and nt the .s-'-me tim^^ would not vary
from thif avera,-^e rate 'by more thnn 4 tines the or^'Jw'ible error

.



- 14 -

TalDle 6.- Farm wac-e rates, lay the day, with "board: Selected illustrations
of si^e of sample, neasure^ of dir;persion, anrl probable errors

N^Junber
Aver.ige Stand- Coef- Rela- Pour

State, date,
rate ard ficient

! O T* '^ n T* tive times
of

( ar ith- devia- of 5of . the prob- rela-
and district re- netic tic. 1 of voria- : averfiJ^e able t i ve

ports
ip.ean ) r ex) 0 r u s "h n 1 i fir

1 1 J. 1 by
: rate -cf er ro r

probablf

! mean errorl/

Dol. Dol

.

?ct. Pol. Pet. Pet.
Maine; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg.dists

:

2 37 1 . "A 0.41 25.2 0,046 2.80 11.20

3 _ 43_ _ _ 29_.^5 _ ._ ...o^^o _ _^^^04 _ _12.16_

State 101 1.72 .52 30.4 .03- 2.04 8,16

N.J:
Oct. 1, 1925 54 2 .53 .55 20.9 .050 1 .91 7.64
Jan. 1, 1925 40 2.59 .52 20.7 .055 2.10 8.40
Apr. 1, 1^'26. ' 30 2 . 52 .60 23.2 .075 2.80 11.20
July 1 , 1926 36 2 .83 .56 19.6 .061 2.14 8.55

Pa.; Oct. 1,1939, by
croT:)-rptg. dists :

1
•

78 1.62 .51 31.4 . Or^'T 2 . 40 9 .50

2 64- 1.6:^- .41 24 .

9

.034 2 .10 8 .40

3 27 1 .74 .
:'' 0 28 .

6

.065 3 . 71 14.84

JL . -jO o J. . ;

.

. u.^x p r-.Q

94 1.66 .38 22 .

7

.026 1.58 6.32

5 33 1.72 . 34 19 .

5

.0^^ 2.29 9.16

7 30 1 .66 .41 24. 7 .050 3.04 12.16

8 83 1 .89 .44 23 .

5

.033 1 .74 6 .96

9 102 1.98 .4° 24.8 . 033 1.66 _
f + Q Pn ^

rT-U . . 01 .81 y _ p4

Ohio; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg.dists

:

1 71 1.92 .38 19 .

8

.030 1 . 58 6 .32

2 65 1.60 . 38 23.5 . n.'^l 1.95 7.80

3 76 1.75 .43 24.4 .0^3 1 . 89 7.56

4 : 79 1.80 .40 22.2 .030 1 .68 6.72

5 55 1.59 . 33 24.1 .0"1 1 .93 7, (d

6 40 1 .49 26 .

0

.
'"'41 <f . 78 ii . ic

7 47 1.73 19 .

7

. 034 1.94 7.76

8 ; 35 1.24 .32 25.5
,

.036 2.91 11 .64

9 !_ _ _ -• ''^2_
. 24^3_ .028 _2_^19 _ 8.76_

State _525 _ 1.65_ ._ _.43_ . .012 _^75 _ p O 0

Mich. ; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg. dists

:

2 • 33 1.54 .29 18.9 .035 2.30 9 .20

5 : 53 1.75 .34 19.4 .031 1.79 7.16

5 I 35 1.79 .37 20.4 .042 2.33 C.32

7 50 1.73 .39 22.7 . 037 2.17 8.68

8 : 79 1.81 .35 19.3 .027 1.47 5.88

9 !_ 59_ __ i-^o_ . _ 20^6_ _-.03Z _ .JJ'l - 7.24_

State ! 370 1.72 . 36 21.1 .013 .74 2.97

Contimied
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Table 6,- Farm wa^e rates, by' the day, with board: Selected illustrritiong

of size of sanple, measures of dispersion, and probnble errors-Continued

State, date,

and district

.
Average

Number: ^ate
!(arith-
• metic

ports: jj,ean)

Stand-
ard

devia-
tion of

reports

Coef- :Probable

fici(^nt= ^^ror

Q-p : of the

varia- : overate

bility
: mean

Rela-
tive

prob-
able
error

Four
tim?s
rel-
ative .

probable
errorL/

Dol

.

Dol

.

Pet

.

Dol

.

Pet

.

Pet

.

Vn. :

Jan. 1, 1926 300 1.54 0.38 24.4 0.615 0.94 3.76

Apr. 1, 1926 • 267 1.50 .33 22.1 .014 .91 3.64

July 1, 1926 195 1.55 .37 23.9 .018 1.15 4.60

N.C. ;Oct .1 , 1939 ,
by

crop-rptg.dists

:

1 42 1 .07 .17 16 .0 .016 1.60 6.38
2 38 1.05 .20 19.6 .022 2.13 8 V o2

3 53 .92 .26 28.6 .024 2.64 10.56
4 39 1 .01 .23 22.5 .025 2.43 9.73
5 44 .98 .30 30.0 .030 3.06 12.23
8 ' 46 .82 .16 19.9 . 016 1.98 7.92
q O r . o J <o . DO

state 319 .96 .22 22.8 .008 .86 3.44

Ala.; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rp t g . di st s

;

1 28 .80 .19 24.1 .024 3.07 12.28
2 30 .76 .18 24.1 . ':^23 2.96 11.84
2a 26 .72

"

.22 21.8 .016 2.88 11.52
3 26 .79

,

-1^ 17.1 .018 2.26 9.04
6 39 .55

'

.11 20.1 .012 2.18 8.72
9 25 .59

'

.16 28.1 .022 3.79 15.16

state 243 .70
,
.20 29.3 . 009 1.^:^0 5.20

Okla. ; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg.dists

:

Utah:

1 54 - 1.43 . .30 21.0 .028 1.93 7.72
2 77 1.42 . 35 24.5 .027 1.83 7.53
3 41 1.01 .21 20.7 .022 2.17 8.69
4 70 1.22 .25 20.8 .021 1.67 6.59
5 89 1.0^ .28 27.2 .020 l.'^-4 7.76
6 3-^ .85 .14 -15.0 .016 1.85 7,39
7 51 1.13 .21 18.7 .020 1 .77 7.08
8 60 .96 .18 .18.4 .015 1.60 6.40

State • 497 1.14 28.2 .010 .85 3 . 42

1, 1939 60 2.07 .30 14 .

5

.026 1.25 5.00

1/The probabilities are 99 out of 100 that .the average rate of a much
larger sample collected in the same wa?' and nt the some: time would not
vary from this average rate by more than 4 times the pr.obpble error

.



Table 7.- Farm waee rates, "by the day, witho;it "board: Selected illustrations
of size of sample, mef^.snres of dispersion, and probanle errors

Numb er
Avera^vte Sta;id- Coef-'

:Probable;
Rela-

Four

: error of
tive

times
State, date,

; of
rate ard f i ci en

t

: the rela-
and district. re- .

(aritli- devia- of
: average

prob-
tive

metic tion of varia- able
"orobableports :rate 6t

mean) reports bility
: mean

error
• error]./

Dol. Dol. Pet. Dol. Pet. Pet

.

Maine;Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg.dists

:

2 39 2.21 0,41 18.5 0 .
044 2.00 8 . 00 .

.

• 3 50 2.28 . 34 15.0 . 032 1.43 5 . 72

State 110 2,34 .49 20.9 .O'^l 1.34 5 . 36

N.Y.:
;

July 1, 1926
! 280 3.80 .64 15.8 .025 .68 . r

N.J.:
Oct. 1, 1925 75 3.61 .63 17.4 .049 1.35 5.40
Jan. 1, 1926 52 . 3.52 .58

,

16.3 . 054 1.53 6.12
Apr. 1, 1926 46 3.48 .67 19.2 .065

•

1.89 7.56
July 1, 1926 50 3.66 .50 13.5 .047 1.28 5.12

Pa. ; Oct. 1,1939, by
crop-rptg. dists

:

1 74 2.19 .53 24.1 .041 • 1.89 7.55
2 5:^ 2 . 38 .64 27.0 .059 2.50 10.00
3 27 2.29 .56 • pr, =; .076 . 3.^1 13.24
4 32 2 .04 . 39 18.9 .050 2.93 11.72

76 2.18 .42 • 19.4 . 033 • 1.50 5.00
6'. 34 2.24 .40 17.6 .046 2.04 8.15

7 . : 28 2.01 .39 19.4 ' .050 2 . 47 9.88
8 68 2 . 35 .42 17.7 . 034 .1.45 5.80
9 100 2 . 26 .41 16.0 . 02a 1.24 4 . 96

State 492 2.29 .53 23 .

0

.016 .70 2.80
Ohio; Oct .1,1939, by
crop-rptg. dists

:

1 67 2.41 .44 18.3 .036 1.51 5.04
2 64 2.32 .41 .17.9 .035 1 . 51 5.04
3 ! 62 •2 . 38 .40 16.7 .034 1.44 5.76

4
.!

67 2.25 .40 17.5 .033 l',45 5.80

5 70 2.07 .48 23 .

3

.039 1", 79 7.16

6
! 34 2.03 .44 21.9 .052 2 ; 54 10.16

7 47 2.18 15.5 .035 1.53 6.52
8 36 1.65 .40 24 .

3

.045 2.-73 10.^^2

9 41 - i-^2_ _ .29 _ 15^9_ .O-'l 7.12

State _488_ _ - _-48_ _ .011 _ ^^-'l _ 2.68

Mich.; Oct.1,1939 ,by

crop-rptg. di sts

:

2 28 2 . 04 .34 15.6 .043 2.11 8.44

5 39 2; 19 . 36 17..'^ .039 1.79 7. 15

7 47 2.21 .41 1^.5 .040 1.82 7.28

8 56 2 . 33 .
•'^9 15 .

7

.035 1.51 5.04

9 ' 42 2.26 .39 17.2 .0^0 1.79 7.16

State 290 2 . 24 .44 19.5 .017 .77 3 . 10

Continued



Table 7,- Farm wa.^e'rates, "by the day, without "board: : Splected illustrations
of size of sample, measures of dir,pprsicn, ano probn"blp -^rrors-Continued

Four

State, date
one. district

Nuinber

of

re-
ports

Average
rate
(arith-

metic
nean)

Stand-
ard

devia-
tion of

renorts

Coef-
f icierit

of

voria-
hility

rrohr'jhle

error

of the

avera.;e

rate or

irienn

Rela-
tive
prob-
able
error

; . times

: rela-
.: tive

:pro"b-.ble

•evrorl/

Sol. Tol

.

Pet

.

Dol. Pct_i. ct

.

Va.

:

Jan. 1, 1925 ! 300 2.01 0.434 21 .

5

0.017 0.64 3 . 36

Apr. 1, 1926 : 257 2.00 . 409 J'0 .

5

.017 .85 3.40-

July 1 , 1926 : 195 2 . 55 .446 17 .5 . 022 .84 3 , 36

N.C.

;

Oct . 1 , 19:^9

crop--rptc.dists •

1 : 37 1 . 36 . 185 i:' . 6 . 020 1 . 50 b . 01

2 31 1 .
^' 7 .285 20 .

8

.0^5 2 . 53 • 10.12
3 ' 62 1 . 17 . 316 2: 7 .

0

.027 2 . ol 9.ci4

4 46 1.27 .258 21.2 .027 2.13 0. 52

5 33 1 .23 .251 .029 2

.

7A 8 .96

6 38 1.12 .174 1 r . 5 . 1 . 69 6 . 75
oo 1 . '. /'O

'1 n
r. 1 . , ' lb i . 4o

9 56 1.03 . 180 17.5 .015 1.57 5.28

State 353 1.20 .267 .010 .80 3 . 20
Ala.

;
Oct .l,l^:^''-•

cro'o--rDt•,.di^lt3

l"' 29 1.05 .270 2^1.9 .034 3.10 12 . 40
2 45 1.04 .195 18 .

3

.020 1.90 7.60
2-A

.
31 1

.

1)6 . 140 13.2 .017 1.60 6 -.40

3 1.07 .120 11 .

3

.r)14 l.:^0 5.20
41 .78 .193 2^"

. 7 .o;:o 2 . 59 10 .
.-^6

n 25 .81 .121 I'.O .015 2.02 8.08
9 28 -.84 . 14? 17.6 .019 ^ . O . 00
State 235 9^ 24.2 .009 .97 3.38

Okla. ; Oct. 1,1339, by
crop-rpt^ . di St s

;

1 32 1 .83 . 359 19.1 .043 d . 28 9.11
55 1.82 .419 23.0 .038 2.07 8.28

3 40 1.40 .300 21.5 .032 2.29 9.16
4 54 1.55 . 325 20.9 .027 2.61 10.45
5 : 101 1.40 . 352 25.1 .02^1 1.69 6.75
6 1.11 .189 17.0 .021 1.88 7.-2
7

: 79 1.53 .303 ]_o o .023 1.51 6.03
8 : S4 1.23 .197 'l5.0 .01^' 1.18 4.72

25 1 . ns .245 23.2 .033 3.13 12 . 52

State _sis_ _ 1.45 .387 .011 .79 3.17
Utah; Oct. 1,1939, by
cro"D-rptg. dists

:

1 : 34 2.64 .408 15.5 .0^^7 1.79 7.15
: 25 2 . 7.5 . 381 1 -.1

. 051 2.18 8.72
state : 83 2.54 .429 16.9 .032 1.25 5 . 00

1/The probabilities are 99 out of 100 th-t the avora^e rate of a much larger
sample collected in the sane way and at the same time '.«'ould not vary from this
avera^^e ^ate by more than 4 timps the probable er^'or.



March 1935 CROPS AlTi) lARir-TS Exhi"-it A.

Piece-v/ork vrase rnte?. paid hired workers in 19?4

For ' For : For : For : For :For cut- L^L ]rJ-s^k_in£ corn_
nicking ;"cickin.5 :prckin.y :piGkin^: : pickin.e; : tin-: and : Frora : Froin

State apples peaches : pears : graces : up : shocking: standing : shock
per per : per : per : potatoes : corn per : stalk : T)er bu.

: o\i

.

: -hn. :10n lb. :^eT In. i acre :per bn. : ear corn
C.-^nts Cents Cents Cents Cents Dollars Cents Centr

Maine 6.r - - -• r.4

i^I.E. ! 6 .

5

-
: .

- —
. 3.3 _

Vt. : 5.0 - - 3.4
Mass. 6.7 - 6.0 - 3.6
R.I. 6.7 6.0 - 3.5
Conn

.

5.e - 6.0 17 3.6 2 . 30 5.0 5.6

I'T.y. : 5.1 .5.9 5.1 17 . 3.2 1.65- 5.0
N.J. 4.7 4.6 5.0 17 . 3.2 1.90. 4.0 5.1
Pa_. 4.8 4.6 • _ 4.5 __l_^80-_ _ 4.0 _ 4.2
Oh in 4 .

9

5.5 6.0 16 3.5 1.85 4.1 5.1 .

Ind

.

5.1 5.4 5.1 13 3.8 1.70 3.8 5.1
111. 4.S 4.9. 4.3 18 4.3 1.56 3.8 4.4
Mich. 4.5 4.9 4.6 13 2.6 1.50 3.9 4.4
Wis. •

: 5.5 - - - 2.4 1.60- 4.0 4.7
Minn.- 5.0 - - - 3.5- 1.50- 4.3 5.2

Iova •

; 4.7 5.7 4.8 17 3.1 1,55 3.7 4.1
Mo. 4.4 4.9. 4.9 17 r^.O 1.20 3 .

4

4.5
IT.Lak. - - - - 4.0
S.Dak* - - - - 3.8 1 . 7^0 4.6 4.4

Uebr. : 5.0 4.0 5.0 17 1.25. 4.0 5.1

Kans^ 4.5 _ Z-5 _ - 3.8 _ 17 4.1 1.25 _ _.4.3 _ 4.7
Del. 4.4 . 8 4.5 16 1.90 .

T^.T- 4.6

Md. 4.4 4.3 4.2 16 ".7 l.PO. 3.3 3.8

Va. ^ .2 4.6 5.0 15 . 3.4 1.50; .1 4.9

^^Va. 4..^ 5.0 5.4 17 3.3 1.50 4.5 4.5

N.C. : 4.7 3.9. 4.4 15 .7, p 1.25 4.3 4.2

S.C. . 5.0 4.5 4.8 15 3.5 1.00 3.9 4.1

Ca. 4.7 3.8 4.3 15 3.6. 1.10 3.8 4.3

Fl'-. - 5.5 5.2 15 3.7. 1..35. 4.5

Ky. 4.2 5.0 3.3 17 - . o. 1 .
"0 3.5 :^.7

Tenn. 4.4 6.1 4.9 17 4, n 1.25. 3.4 4..0

--la. 4.7 5.4 4.5 15 • •
1 IDJ- . -L

'

' 4.1

Mis? . 4.7 5.0. 5.0 - 3.0. 1.15 3 . <£ 3.0

Ark. 4.1 '- 4.0 4.8 16 4.4 Q r. 3 .

5

La. 5 .

0

4.5 4.1 1.15. :^.5

Okl n 4 9 5 0 •
'"^ 1.25 4.0 . 4

Tex. _ 2'^ _ D.O _ _ 3.0 _ _ _1^15. _ .- 3.7 _ _
Mont

.

o . 0 -L.
— — _

Idaho 4.0 4.1 3.9 18 2 .

7

l.PO 4.3 4.0
Wyo

.

3.7
Colo. 4.0 3.8 4.1 — 3.6 1 .CO A o4 . o 4.7
N.Mex. , 4.0 3.8- 3.8 15 • 4.2 1.55 4.0
Ariz

.

4.0 5.5 5.0 15 . 4.5
u tan 5.0 6.0 3.8 15 4.2 -

i.^ e V . '-i . O
Wash. 3.2 / z:

"X* . ~T. 3.7 17 2.8
Ore^-. : 3.4 5.0' 3.8 16 2.8- 1.95 4.0 3.3
Calif-. ! 4.4 5.5 5.7 12 3.0 2.40 5.0 4.0
U.S. 4.2 5.Q 4.9 12 .

5

3.1 1 . -46 3.8 4.3
Crr;.: re.orLfi-r v;ere circularized for the first ti;r,o on February 1 for information regarding

piecGTOrk v;age rates paid hired .orkcrs on ir.any cropF. This inquiry wa.f im-.ugurated in ,re<«x)iise
to a growing demand for rate data on sriccific ta£.<s which the gener: 1 infornation coll^cte^l^
aUrinr „n.5t yc-JT doc?' not '-uvTOy. The dat-a coll -ctod on Ferruc-:ry 1 apply to the 1934 crop season
cjid cover chiefly the harvesting operations for crov9 other tha^i cotton. Cotton- pi eking rates
have t een entherrtti nminr'l 1\' .-.ini-.',=> 1^24 "r,,; T(r.^v.,T> TinKi 4 .rV..^^ ^-/^v. i-'^^a <nr^^-^>-li .r,.-,,,;^^ TvT,.>Tr,=r»,K«,,
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CROPS l^^LTS Exhibit A

Threshing and coir-hirx h:;,rrc3tino -osts ir.-lP?*^

Combine hiirvurter-
;thTe£her_co f_tf_l/_ _
Cou,bine'S :Hired or
ovjiied by : cijirtom

growers s coi.'ibines.

,

average : average
cost : charge

per acre! per acre

Dollar? LolTrJ.-""

State

i/laine

N.H.
Vt.
I/iHSS.

E.I.
Conn.

N.Eng.

N.Y.
N.J.
Pa.

M.Atl.

Ohio
Ind.
111.
Mich.
Wis.

E.N. Cent

Mian.
Iowa
Mo.
N.Dak.
S.Dak.
Nfibr.

Kane.
W.N. Cent,

Eel.
Md.
Va.
W.Va.
N.C.
S.C.
Ga.
Fla.

S.ritl.

Ky.
Tenn.
Ala.
I/d S S

.

E.S.Cont.
Ark.
La.
Okla.
Tex.

U.S. Cent.
Mont.
Idaho
V^yo.

Colo.
N.Mex.
Ariz.
Utah
Nev.

Mount

.

Wash.
Greg.
Calif.

Pac.

Custoi;: thresi.inf rat^F

For
threshing

v;heat

per bu.

thre?hing
oats

per bu.

j!or

threshing
"barley
per bu.

Ovmed or jcitncrship
threshin;-: coFts

ior
threshing

v/hcat

per bu.

For
threshing

oats
per hu.

For
threshing
barley

per bu.

Conts Cents
8.2

6.0

Cents
8.0

6.5

Cents
8.0

Cei.ts

8.2

0.0

'CenTs
8.0

- 7,G 7.2 - 7.5 7.2 - -

5.7 5.C 5.5 5.4 4.8 5.1
9.3 7.0 7.0 5.1
5.8 4.2 5.0 5.6 4.3 4.8

5.0 4.7 5.4 5.8 4.5 5.0

5T5 "-:5.6 4.2 4.9 3.2 3.8
5.1 3.2 4.5 5.4 3.0 4.2 1.70 2.30
5.2 2.7 3.8 5.2 2.8 3.4 1.75 2.20
4.8 3.5 4.2 5.6 4.1 5.2
4.5 3.2 3.5 4.2 2.8 3.1
5.2 3.2 3.6 5.2 3.1 3.4 1.73 2.24

5.2 3.1 5.0 3.0 3.3 1.60 2.30
4.8 2.5 3.1 . 4.5 2.4 2.9 1.70 2.25
5.5 3.5 4.9 5.8 3.5 4.5 1.35 1.90
8.7 5.5 6.6 6.5 4.5 5.2 1.30 l.SO
c •

V- . -I 3.1 3.6 5.8 3.3 3.8 1.00 1.50
5.0 3.2 4.0 5.0 3.0 3.0 1.10 1.55
5.0 3.6 4.8 5.3 3.4 3.6 1.00 1.50
6.1 3.1 4.1 5.5 3.0 5.6 1.07 1.55
6.3 6.1
5.7 ^.7 4.6 5.4 4.5 4.0
6.7 5.0 5.8 6.9 5.6 5.2
5.0 5.0 5.0 B.O 5.0 5.0
3.1 6.9 7.0 7.7 6.3 3.1
3.9
9.9

7.1
8.0

9.0
9.6

7.1
7.3

_67&;;

8.7
8.4
9.9

"6.0

5.6
7.0
9.3

7.5
6.8

5_^5
'8.3"

8.5
9.6

6_6_
'0.3

0.3
8.0
3.0

5_.0_
7.5
7.2

6_^6
"7.4"

7.5
S.5

:779-

6.2
5.5
6.0
6.4
6.5
8.0
7.8

_7^4_
6.1
"5.7

5.7
c_^7
'6.5

Uj_S^

1/Do es not

5.3

7^1_ 3.4 7.2 7_^3_
4.9 7.4 572
6.0 5.0

1.60 ^4.2 6.0 5. 4 3.8 4.5 l.OL
5.2 6.5 8.0 4.5 6.0 I.IG 1.50

_;4_^8~ 2
'5.3""

4.5

7.1"

5.0
"

475"'
~

-i.o
- X r

~

x» x

~ ' I.oer
-

- - T.05-
- T.55-

"

T.60
4.-. 4.5 5.0 4.0 4.0
4.0 4.0 5.0 4.0 1.30 2.00

-5.3 5.3
4.8

6.0
7.0

5.1 5.0
7.0

5.0 7.0 7.0
6.1 6.5 7.6 C.3 6.5
5.7 5.3 6.3 5.5 5.0
4.5 4.9 5.8~ 4T3~

~
4.V " ~ T.TO""

- "~ T.68
4.5

~
5.5- 7.2" 4.2 c T.80 ^.40

4.3 4.8 5.4 5.0 5.1 1.70 2.35
5.0 5.5 7.2 5.0 5.5 1.45 2.20

5 4 7.0 4.5 5.5 1.61 2.30

4.

0

5.0
include cost of hauling grain from coinbine.
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To.'ble 8.- Piece-work v^a^re rates: Price? "oaid for nicking 100 ponndp of seed
cotton: Selected illustrations of sir^e of sanple

,

' mef-.snres of

dispr-rsion, and prot^a'bl r- errors, 1^39

State, date
Snd district

ITiunb er

of

re-
ports

Average
rate
(aritli

metic
mean)

Stand-
ard
devia-
tion
of

'poorts

'Joet-

f icient
of

vrr ia-
iDilit:-

Prob-
able
error

of the
avera.'^e

rate or

mean

Pela-
tive

"orob-

able
error

r o^\r

tirr.es

rela-
tivp

prob-
able
error 1

Dol

.

Dol. Pet

.

Dol

.

Pet. Pet

.

South Carolina;
Nov. 1, 193^, by
croTi—rptg.dists

:

1 190 0. 522 0.053 10.

1

0.003 0.50 2.00
59 .514 . 3 7.4 .003 .65 2.60

3 65 . 564 .077 13.7 .006 1.15 4.60
4 109 .507 .0';5 8.8 .003 .57 2.28

5 85 .511 .o;^7 7.3 .003 .53 2.12
8 34 .516 . 028 5 .

3

.003 . 6 ,'1' 2.48

State 542 . 522 .057 10.9 .002 .32 1.28

Texas

:

Nov. 1, 1939, by
crop-rptg. dists

:

IK 27 .463 .072 15.4 .009 2.00 8.00
IS 10° .482 OOQ 20.4 .006 1.32 5.28
2 255 .538 .110 20.5 .005 .87 3.48

84 .597 .098 16.4 .007 1.20 4.80
4 424 .554 .068 12.3 .002 .40 1.60
5 280 .058 12.9 .003 • 2.08
7 46 . 568 .084 1^1 , Q .008 1.48 5.92

8 225 .540 .070 1".0 .003 .60 2.40
9 60 .596 .070 11.7 .006 1 . 00 4 . OO

10 35 . 550 .085 15.4 .010 1.70 6.80

State 1,560 .549 .084 15.4 .26 1.04

l./The "orobnbilities are 99 out of 100 th- t t''^-'^ averai^e rate of a much
larger sample collected in the same way an.5 rt the same tine v/onld not
vary from this avera e rate by m.ore than 4 times the probable error.
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Table 9. -Farm wa-^-e rates and cotton- -.ickinc; rates: Selected illust'-aticns

of strtisticil measures of difference and nrobabl'^ errors
of difference in ixnpairf-d c-a'nrilr.o.

State, date,
an'" district

Number
of

re"norts

Avpra^e
rat'-'

Dif-
! f p^'-

' ence
in

' avcr-
' age
rate

Standard
(ir-vir.tion

Prob-
able ! times

error 'V^o^o-

of '^^^^

dif- :er'or

ence •
•--•^ -

: once_l/

' Wl Iv2 ^2 1 2

By :the -.onth
,

with board :

?a.(l) and Ckia.(2)
Oct. 1,193S

Pa: Crop-mtt-.dists

.

1(1) and' 9(2)
Oct.l, 1939

Ok 1a : Cr ot;-rp tg

.

di3tg.l(l)and 8(2)
Oct. 1,1939

By the r.onth.

without board ;

Po.(l) ann Ok la. (2)

Oct. 1, 1539
pa. CroT>-rptg.

dists.l(l) and 9(2)
Oct. 1, 1939

Okla. Croo-rDtg.
-ists.l(l)and 8(2)
Oct. 1, 193°

2y the da:--
,

Pol. Dol. Del. Dol. Dol -,01,

578 379 25.57 20.83 5.74 6.34 5.34 .257 1.03.

92 103 26.10 29.70 3.c0 6.11 7.17

37

with board:
Fa.(l) and- Okla. (2)

Oct. 1, 1939
pa. CroTi-r-ntx .

dists.l(l)and 9(2)
Oct. 1, 1939

Okla. CroTD-rptg.

dists.l(l)rnd" 8(2)
Oct. 1, 1939

By the day .

without b oard :

Pa.(l) rjid Okla. (2)

Oct. 1, 1939
Pa. Crop-rptg.
dists.l(l)and 9(2)
Oct. 1, 1939

Okla. Cro-o-rotg.

dists.l(l)and 9(2)
Oct. 1, 1939

51 24. 7:'^ 18.66 6.0c 3 . 73

?42 o.,

,710 2.84

413 345 41.44 30.20 11.24 9.64 7.03 .409 1.64

58 31 42.05 45.75 .-^
. 70 11.18 9. 86 1.24. 4.96

45 35.67 27.07 9.60 7.07 ^.24 1.01 4.04

550 497 1.72 1.14 .58

78 102 1.62 l.°e .36

;0 1.43 .96 .47

,466 .322 .016 .064

307 .4^1 .051 .204

300 .176 .032 .128

492 518 2.29 1.45 .8' 525 . 337

74 100 2.19 2.26

32 25 1.58 .96

,07

90

529 AO?

,020

,050

,080

500

359 .2^5 .054 .216

Continued
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Table 9.- Farm v.'age rates and cotton-TDickin^; rstep; Selected illustrations
of statistical me-isxires of difference and probable errors of difference

in nnr<ai:^ed ' sample-Continued •

State, date,

and district

IJuitiber

Of

reports

Average
rate

M-

Dif-
fer-
ence
in

aver-

age
rate

Standard
deviation

^ . li curProb- ^

.

-, : timesable
:prob-

able
error

error
of

dif-
fer-
ence

: of

:iiff er-

: ence—

'

Tel. Dol. Del, roi Dol, Dol.

Cotton picking; rates
(.per 100 lb'~ . seed

cotton)
S.C.(l) and
Texas (2)

Nov. 1, 1939

S.C: Crop-rptt--.

dists. l(l) and

8(2)
Nov. 1, 1939

Texas: Crop-rp-tg.

dists. l-g(l)
and 9(2)
Nov. 1, 1939

542 1,560 0.522 0.549 0.027 0.057 ' 0.084 0.002 0.008

190 34 .522 .516 .006 .053 .028 .004 .016

109 60 .482 .5"6 .114 .098 .070 .009 .036

_l/The TDrobabilities are 99 out of 100 th- t the difference in average rate of

a much larger sample collected in the same way ;m<^. at the sane tine v^ould not

vary from this difference in the aA'-era.ge rate by more than 4 tim.es the prob-
able error.
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Table 10.- Act inl farm wa^ce rates per month and ver day without "boarl

,

index of 'trices paid b;,- farmers for comnoditier used for family
maintenance, and adjusted farm wa_:e rates, United States, 1910-3?

VJage rates adjusted
: Actual \v'age rates Prices paid for chan.-re s in rural

Year by farmers, li vin.:-'; costs
for living

iPer m.onth : Per day (1910-14
'

Per month : Per day
= 100)

T) n 1 1 a r V'Ct 1 1 a T c!^ -1.. ^ C-L ^ O P p T" r* p n t, n 1 1 a T" ^ 'Hnl 1 ar

1910. 28 . 08 28 . 65 1 42

1911. 2F: . 54 1 . 39 100 28 . 54 1.39
ISVJ. 29 . 34 1.43 101 29.05 1.42
19ir^. 30.21 1 ^6 100 30.21 1 . 46
1914. 29 . 74 1 . 43 102 29.1 - 1 .40

1915. 30 06 1 07 ?R 09 X •

1916. 32 . 64 1 58 124 26 . 48 1 .27

1917. 40. 52 1 ^8 1 47 27. 56 1 .
.'^5

191"

.

48.80 2 54 177 27.57 1 . 44
1919. 56 .63 3 . 03 210 26 .97 1 .44

1920. 65. 40 3.^6 222 2 ~
. 46 1 . 56

1^21. 44.67 2.12 161 27.75 l.:^2

192?. 4^^.33 2.07 156 27.7^ 1.^3
1923. 48 .25 2.25 160 •'^0.15 1.41
1924. 49.32 2.29 159 31 .02 1 .44

1925. 49,90 2.29 164 ^^0.43 1 .40

1926

.

50.8:^ 2./^l 162 31 . 38 1 . 43
1927. 50.85 2 . 28 159 31 .98 1.43
1925. 50 . 72 2.27 160 31 . 70 1 .^r2

1929. 51 . 22 2.25 158 32 . 42 1.42

1930. 48 , 10 2 . 06 148 32 . 50 1 .41

1931, 38 . 38 1.62 126 30.45 1.29
1932. 28.88 J- • 1 08 ?6 74

19v33. 25.67 1.11 109 23.55 1.02
1934. 28.19 1.26 122 23.11 1.03
1935. 30.24 1.33 124 2A . 39 1.07
1936. ••'2 .28 1.42 122 26 . 45 1.16
1937. 36 . 32 1.51 128 28.38 1.26
1939 . 35.63 1.58 121 2°. 45 1.31
1939 35.13 1.57 122 29.61 1.29

1/October 1, 1939.
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Talole 11.- ?ar^ v/a^e .rates and index mun'ber?, 1866-1909
(1910-1914 = 100)

Yer.r

Average yearly f'nrm '"'age 1/

Per mcnth-

board

V^i th-
ou t

"boai-d

P pr iay-

Uith
board

i th-

ou t

board

TTeighted
aver? i'e

rate per
non

Index
numbers
of farm
wa2;es

1865 ±/
1869
1874 or 1875
1877 or 1879
1879 or 1880

1880 or 18S1
1881 or 1882
1884 or 1885
1887 or 188P

1889 or 1890

1891 or 1892
1893. .

1894.

.

1895.

.

1898.

.

1899
1902

1906,

1909

Eol

.

Dol

.

Pol

.

Dol

.

10.09 15.50 0.64 0.90 1.'^.14. 55

9.97 15.50 .63 .87 12.93 54

11.16 17.10 .68 .94 14.19
10.86 16 . 79 .61 .84 13.34 56

11.70 17.53 .54 .89 14.14 59

12.32 18 . 52 .67 .92 14.82 62

12.88 19.11 - .70 .97 15.48 65
13.08 19.22 .71 .95 16.58 65

13.29 19 .67 .72 .^8 15.87 65
13.29 19.45 .72 .97 15.7!^ 55

13.48 20 . 02 .73 .98 16.05 67

13.35 19.97 .72 .92 15.93 67
12.70 18 . 57 .65 .84 . 14.50 . 61
12.75 18 . 74 . .65 .85 14.69 62

13.29 19.15 .71 .94 15.58 65

13.90 19.97 .75 • .99 • 16.34 68

15.51 22 . 12 .83 1.09 18.12 76

18.73 26 .19 1 . 03 1 32 21.92 92

20.43 2.8.09 1 . 04 l.:^l 2.'^-.00 96

l./Yesrly averages ai-e from reports by crop reoorters, £;ivin>r airerage

wages for the year in their localitie'-.

2/This colTimn has signif icnnc'-- onlv as an essential step in corrcntin.-

the wa^'e index.

3/Years 1866 to 1878 in ^^old.

4/1877 or 1878, 1878 or 1879 (combined).



EXHIBIT "B"

UIJITED STATES DEPARTIffiXT OF AGRICULTURE.

Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Washington, D. C.

January 13, 1939

?mi WAGE RATES DOWN SHARPLY:

LABOR SUPPLY UP, LHJAiTO LOWER

"Wage rates paid to hired farm workers dropped sharply during the last

n-:iarter of 1938 reflecting a sizrlilr increase in the supply of workers avail-

role for hire in rural areas and a seasonal downturn in the demand for farm

help, the'"Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported today,

• Farm v/age rates averaged 117 percent of pre-war on January 1 as com-

pared with 126 on October 1 and 116 on January 1, 1938. This index, which

recently has "been revised "by the Bureau, was 7 looints higher, however, than

on January 1, 1937,

Wage rates declined substantially from Wisconsin west to Idaho during

the 3 months ended January 1, 1939, "but lower rates prevailed in nearly all

sections of the country. During the last 3 months of 1938, the index declined

9 points, as compared v/ith 15 points during the same period in 1937 and an

average downturn of 7 points in the last quarter of the preceding 5 years.

Rates per day without "board on January 1 of this year ranged from $2,75 in

Rhode Islrind and California to 80 cents in South Carolina. The average was

$1,53 for the country as a whole.

The supply of workers available for hire in agricultural communities

increased a little from October 1, 1938 to January 1 of this year, although

data through Noveinber indicate no change in employment in manufactiiring in-

dustries. Some seasonal slackening in industrial employment probably occurred,

however, in December, Reports received from cron correspondents indicated

that the rural labor supply was 94.8 percent of normal on January 1, compared

with 91,6 percent of normal 3 months earlier. This increase was only about

one-third as large as the increase during the last quarter of 1937 when



industrial employment dropped sharply. The January 1 supply cf lahor avail-

able for farm work was slightly larger than a year ago.

Lahcr Demand Lower

The demand for farm labor, however, was down slightly on the first of

this month as compared with January 1, 1338. This was primarily the result of

the lower level of prices received by farmers. Reports from crop correspond-

ents indicated that the demand for labor averaged only 79,2 percent of normal

on January 1, or 1,9 points less than on October 1 and eight-tenths if a

point under a year ago. The drop in den.and under the level of a year ago,

however, was accompanied by a 6-point decline in local market prices of farm

products during 1938, Prices received by farmers for agricultural commodi-

ties averaged 102 percent of pre-war on January 15 of last year but were only

96 percent of pre-war on December 15, 1038, the latest date for which this

information is available.

The slight increase in supply and the drop in the demand for labor
from October 1 to January 1 resulted in a rather sharp upturn in the supply-
demand ratio. Expressing supply as a percentage of the demand, the ratio cn

the first of this month was 119,7 percent of normal, compared with 112,9 on

October 1, 1938, and 115.6 on January 1, 1938. In the past, these ratios
have varied inversely with employment in non-agricultural industries. Com-
parisons are based upon the Bureau's recently revised supply and demand
series and supply-demand ratios.

Farm Employment Drops Sharply

Total employment on farms in the United States was estimated at

8,767,000 persons on January 1, the Bureau also reported today. This was

27 percent less than on October 1, and about the same as a year ago. These
data bring to date series of monthly agricultural emploj.'ment statistics
publi^red recently by the National Research Project of the Works Progress
Administration. (Copies of this report, "Trends in Employment in Agricul-
ture, 1909-36" may be obtained upon reqiiest to the Bureau of Agricultural
Economics.

)

Continued on page 6
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UIIITSD STATES DEPARTfiENT OF AGRIOT^jTUIIE

: P-.ireaM of A^ric^rltraral Economics

FAE14 TTAGE RATES "AirD RELATED DATA, JANUARY 1, 1939, WITH COt^PARISOlTS

: Annual :

: average ;

: 1910-14 :

1937
;

"an 1
'

1938
;

Oct 1
'

193P
;

•Tan "1

1939

FAR]-{ T^AGE I^TDEX 1/ : 100 134 118 126 117

FAR!.' WAGE FJiTES: 1/
Per month, v/ith "board : $22 . 09 $29.34 $25.18 $28.25 $24.86
Per month, without board : 29.18 33.11 34.70 36.09 34.92
Per dav with hoard • 1.16 1.45 1.22 1.36 1.20
Per day, withoMt board . 1.42 1.73 1.55 1.59 1.53

SUPPLY OF Al-D DELAIID FOR FARlvi LiiBOR 1/

(Percentage of normal)
Supply — 81.3 92.5 91.6 94.8

°1 9 80.0 81 .

1

7^^ 2

Supply as a percentat_-e of demand — 83.5 115.6 112.9 119.7

FARI.I El.I'LOYlvEI^T 2/
(Thousands of persons)

Family labor — 9,133 7,051 8,896 7,138
Hired labor — 3,208 1,711 3,158 1,629
Total 12 , 341 8 , 762 12 , 054 8,767

PJILATED IIIDEX2S

Prices received by farLiers 3/ 100 112 102 95 4/ 95
Ratio of prices received to

farm wac;e rates 1/ 100 84 84 75 82

Industrial v;a^;e rates 5/ . 214 204 212 7/ 205
Industrial employment 6/ ; 107 88 90 7/ 95
IndTistrial pay-rolls 6/ 104 75 84 7/ 90

1/ Revised for dates prior to Jan. 1, 1939.

2/ !^stimates of actual emplo'.ment are shown in place of number of persons employed
per 100 crop reporting farms, beginning with this issue.

3/ As of the 15th of the month.

4/ December 15, 1938, latest date available.

5/ Average weekly earnings, New Y'ork State factories, June 1914 = 100.

6/ Bureau of Labor Statistics indexes for manufacturing industries. Revised,

1923-192 100;
7/ Hovomb:.-, 1938, latest data available.

Ba-:;.-;d on reports from crop correspondents. The data for previous quarters
appear in "Crops and Markets" for Fcbruar;;r, April, July, and October; and in the
1938 issue of "Agricultural Statistics," tables 571 and 572.



FARM WAGE RATES Al-ID RELATED DATA, BY GEOGRiPHIC DIVISIONS,

39, iVilil

: Annual :

G-eographic : average : Oct. 1, : Jon. 1 : Oct. 1 : J an . 1

,

• TOT n_i A • 1937 : 11-38 : i:38 ; 1939

Dollars Dollar s Doll3-r s Do 1 1 ar s L'oilar s

"er monbh. wi uii Doard
KTev/ England 33. 53 ol. did ol.Uo
"iiCLcLxe AL±aj.i.i;xc 30.99 2/. 83 0<"i A O

. 4-c ^/.U5
-Cjaso ^'OTZii uentraj. 31. 6 0/226. rO on ^ A29. ('4 <oo. 40
West North. Central 29. ro OT O C21. 85 oo O '7

<ii. y O

boutn Atiaiibic 14. 62 17. 47 Itm 63 lb. 41 lb» 54
East South Central 14.71 16. 50 15. 70 15. bo 15. 54
West South Central 17.35 20.05 18.80 19.19 18.08
i»ioun uam 38.12 32.30 36.84 30.96
Jrac 11 IC oo. 45 46.30 43. UU /IT o rz 41. OO

Per month without Doar d
New England 67 . ({J 56. 40 53. 55 55. 13 54. /l

"ixacLLe Atiancic T ""7 /IT33. 41 48 . 30 44. 5b 45. 8o 44. lo
iiiast rJortn oentrai 3ci. BO 44. 37 39 . 10 / 1 CO41. bo .3 / . y 0

West iMortJi Oentrs,! 36.86 40. 48 •^o '7n o/^39 . 20 OO. OO
bouun Atia.ii/ic £iO. 9 r 25. 72 25.06 24. 40 <s4»y 3

East South Central 20.80 23. 66 O O /IT22. 43 oo d [Z22. bb oo A^dti% 4f

West South Central 24.93 29.18 27.57 27.86 26. 83
Mountain /I ^ /to46. 42 53.71 47.52 52.29 46.22
X ac 11 ic 48 . 16 68 . 44 6/. 00 CO P\C CO AOb/d. 4y

rer da^'' with hoard
New England 1. 2 r 1. 9 o n on1 . /i T OA1. o4 1. » <0

iviiadxe Auia;-i/ic 1 O 1
-L . <d4 1.95 i. /<d 1. 1. Dl

jiias 0 ijortn oentra± 1. 1 . c; o 1. D4 1 . o o -L. ^tO

we so 1^0 rtn uentrai. i. 46 1. !j9
T O i 1. 1. oO

oouuxT. Abianoic .81 .95 . 89 • O D

East South Central .81 . 84 . /9 » ( ( 77

West South Central .98 1.07 .95 .97 .92

i'lO Uil T/ca-in 1. OU 1.86 1. 55 1.81 1.53

Pac ific 1. 49 19 2. Ui 1 QP

Per day wiohout hoard
New England 1. /I dm fO O CI2. 54 o no iS» CD

MicLcU-e AtJ.anoic 1. o3 2. 54 O ^70 O "70 P PO

iiasL/ i^iori,.. oen^ral 1. 68 2. 37 o C\ A
P.. 04 /&• lb 1 OA

Ki/esb i-'iort.j. oenural 1.88 2. 24 1. /
O TO
r^. lo 1 7A

C^.n4-l-, A4-"l -4-4,-*bouth Atlci-.tic 1.05 1. 25 1. 19 T 1 C
.1 . lb X. XO

-tiiast boutn Oenural 1. 05 1. 11 1 . Uo X. UO

West South Central 1.25 1. 34 n o /I1 . <cJ4 X. Xs

Ivlountain 2.05 2.42 2.09 2.33 2.09

Pacific 2.06 3.08 2.86 2.71 2.62

\J Revised for da.tes prior to January 1, 1939.
- 4 -



(3xtabit "3")

x.-Uvfll WAlrl'j PATES AND' RELATED DATA, SiUiN S

JAIIUARY 1, 1939, WITH COMPARISONS

Geograpllic
i

Oct.' 1 <^an. 1 \ Oct. 1 ;
Jan. 1 ; Oct. 1

,

Jan. 1

divie; ion •

i
1?36 ; 1?37 ; 1938 1 1938 1939

SUPPLY OP FArCl LABOR (Percentage of t.'yx y J- /

he\-{ En,9;larjd. 36.6 83.2 97.8 90.5 92.5
Middle Atlaiitic 79.9 85.0 71.1 86.7 87.9 92.

5

East I'i'orth Central 82.2 8r- 4 77,2 94,0 91.3 96,2
West North Central 90.2 Q"^ A

*.} m 'X 87.2 94,6 92,2 96.8
South Atlaritic 84.4 87. 7 75. 6 88, 6 P7 9

Sast South Central 84.3 99,0 77,9 89.0 36.

5

90. 6
West South Central 87,3 95.2 83,5 92,4 91.1 94.5
Mountain 88. 6 96.0 88.0 99.2 97.7 100.3
Pacific 90.1 97.1 30.5 100.0 104.0 104,

8

DSM/IIJD POP- PAPJvI LABOH (Pareen t a, , of normal) 1/
I'iev! England 88.9 8 6,2 94.4 85.7 87. 4 87 -P

Middle' Atlantic 90,5 87,4 93,7 83,0 87-0
East ITorth Central 89,3 86,2 94,9 81.9 O X • o
West North Central 69 .

0

71.0 83,3 73.1 77. 2 7^ 8

South Atlantic 87.4 88 .

5

94,6 83.4 81.3 81.2
East South Cential 89,2 85,5 93. 4 83.1 81.1 80-2
West South Central 82,0 75.0 90.4 • 73.3 75.9 75.1
Mountain 83.4 80.7 85.2 • 75.4 75.9
Pacific 92.6 87.2 3;5.8 • 82.3 79 . 2 81.3

SUPPLY AS A PERCKTTAGE OP DEiviMD (Percentage of normal) 1/
New EnglaPid 97.4 105.8 83.1 114.1 103- 5 105.2
Middle Atlantic 88.3 97.3 75.9 104.5

,

101 .0

East North Central 91.5 100,2 31.3 114.8 106. 2 117 .

6

West North Central 130.7 134. 4 104.7 129.4 113. 4 1 2- . 4
South Atlantic 96,6 99.1 81.0 106. 2 1 1 - 51. 0 kJ

East South Central 94,5 104.1 83.4 107.1 106.

7

113.0
West South Central 106.5 126.9 92.4 125.0 118.5 129.3
MouD.tain 106.2 119.0 102.1 131.6 118 .

7

132.1
Pacific 97.3 111.4 94.5 121.5 1 '^il - 3 1 28 . 9

PAFil S:vIPL0Y1.3NT (Thousands of ncrsons) 2/
Pamily Lahor

Now Snglajid 159 157 163 157 166 159
Mid-Ue Atlantic 409 397 404 397 401 399
East Novth Central 1,159 1,099 1,145 1,097 1,139 1 , 10 6
West Nc - -h Ccnti'al 1,345 1,203 1,302 1 , 208 1 32^^

South I -.lajitic 1,836 1,312 1,819 1,253 1 784 1 272
East Su-.:h Central 1,907 1,220 1,954 1,199 1,857 1,233
West South Central 1,832 1,189 1,742 1,164 1,615 1,169
Mountain 295 273 287 278 286 275
Pacific 353 298 317 298 318 301

1/ Revised for dater, t)rior to Jtxnucry 1, 1339.
2/ Est imates of act\ial eirrployment

' are sho-n in place of nunihers of oer.sons
employed per 100 crop reporting farms "beginning -ith this issue.



lARU WAGE EATES MD RELi^-TED I14TA, BY GEOGRAPHIC EIVISIOHS
JAimAEY 1, 1939, WITH COM?AKISG;IS (Continued)

Geographic •

\
Oct. 1,: Jan. 1, Oct. 1,

' Jf.n .. 1 Oct. 1,
'. Jan. 1

,

division ,
•

1936
;
•

1937
;

1937 \ 1938
1

IS 38
;

1939

EAEM WLOWfiT (Thousands of persons) l/

Hired Lahor
iMew ii-ngland 99 71 101 63 102 69

Middle Atlantic 229 142 245 144 232 147

East Llorth Central 394 234 413 246 412 229

West 1-Iorth Central 367 197 412 199 412 215

South Atlantic 632 346 640 350 59 6 3.-4

East, South Central 361 191 322 175 319 171

West South Central 457 251 537 271 561 234
Mountain 187 97 200 89 220 84
Pacific 242 153 338 164 304 156

Total
New England 258 228 264 220 263 228

Middle Atlantic 638 539 649 541 633 546

East North Central 1,553 1,333 1 , 553 1 , 343 1, 551 1,335

West, North Central 1,712 1,400 1,714 1,-^07 1, 741 1,439

South Atlantic 2,468 1,658 2 , 459 1,613 <o

«

390 1,596

East South Central 2,258 1,411 2,275 1,374 17 5 1,404

West South Central 2,289 1,440 2,279 • l,-i35 177 1,403

Mountain 482 375 487 367 506 359

Pacific 595 451 655 462 622 457

1/ Estimates of actual ernplojinent are shovm in place of numoers of persons em-

plo^.'^ed -Qor 100 crorj reporting ferms "beginning v.'ith this issue.

Continued from page 2.

Except in dairy regions little work was done on farms throughout the

nation on th.- first of this month, primarily as a result of the holidays. Tohacco

stripping was making good progress in Kentiicky. Dry weather slowed up plowing for

spring planting in the southern Great Plains area. Snow cover retarded farm opera-

tions from New England west to Idaho and eastern Washington. Earm work was limited

to chores and routine care of livestock in the Lake Region and the Northeast.

The estimated numher of hired ha.nds employed on fprms shrxxnk from

3,158,000 .'.t the peak of the fall harvest season on Octoher 1, 1938 to only

1,629,000 :.ersons on January 1 of this year. This was the smallest number of

hiredhrmdo working on the first of any month during the 14r-year period covered

"by the record. This reflects the sharp seasonal downturn in farm la'oor re-

quirements and the drop in thr; demand for farm labor as reported by crop cor-

respondents. A year ago approximately 1,711,000 wage workers '-ere employed by

farmers.

The number of unpaid family Yjorkers (including farm operators) also de-

clined sharply during the last quarter of 1938. Ap^Droximately 7,138,000 persons

were working on farms without cash wages on January 1 as compared with 8,896,000

on October 1 of last year and 7,051,000 on January 1, 1938.
Continued on pag-e 10
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(3xhiMt "3")

?ARM WAGE H^.TES AIID EEHITED DATA, 2>Y STATIIS, Jilllj'AHY 1, 1G39

Per month

"board

i7ithout.

beard

Pcir day

Fith
l;oard

17itho\\t

Supj.'ly of ojid demand
icr farra lalDor'

Supply as :Deraand rs : Supply as

perc ^ntaif-e : perc enta.j^c: percentage
of normal :of normal :oi denand

lbHarp
27.25
31.00
28.50
31.50
37,50
34. 25

Dollars
43,00
52, 25

46,50
58,75
65,00
62.25

Eoliar s

1,55
1,85
1.55

1,80
1,80
1 . 30

Dollar;

2.10
2.65
2.30
2,70
2,75

Percent
99

SB

92
92
9F-

^-1

Perceni

76
88
89

92

p gr* 3 (JJTt

T TO

IS
I'V'.

100
100
103

27,25
30,00
25.75
24.75
25,50
29,00
24,00
23.25

44, 50

52.00
40^75
36,75
36,75
40,25
39.00
36.75

1,60
1.70
1.60

2,20
2, 35
2.15

92
98

91

79

84
116
117
111

1.50

1,35
1,50
1,50
1.30

1.95
1,80
2,00
2.05
1.85

94-

9 6-

95
95
100

81
81
83
78

84

116
119

114
122
119

2f"^n25

25. 50

21,50
15.75
19.50
21.50
22.50

34.00
36,75
30,00
29 , 50

32,00
31.50
53.75

1.35
1.45
1.05
1.00

1,15
1.25
1.35

1,95
2,00
1.35
1.50
1.75
1.70
1.70

98

100
91
93
94
101
98

79

85
74
63
62
63

63

124
118

123
148
152
160
144

22.75
25.50
21,00
20.75
16.75
11.75
12.25
14.75

35,75
37.75
30,00
31.50
24.50
17.00

17,75
26.50

1,50

1,05
1.05
.90

,60

. 55

.80

1.80

1.70
1.40
1.45
1.15

,80

,.85

1.25

96
94
93
91
92
82

90
91

84
80
85
78

84
74
81
81

114
118

109

117

110
111

111
:.12

19.50
16.00

13,00
13.75

27,50
23.00
19.00
20.50

.80

.65

.70

1.25
1.00

,90
.95

89

91
89

92

83
80
79

79

114
113
116
126
118

136
133

15.25
14.75
19 . 50
19.75

23.00
22.50
28.50
29.00

.75

.80

1.00
1.00

1.00
1.05
1.35
1. 25

92
90

97

73
76
69

32.50
32.75
33.00
27.25
26.75
34.50
37.50
58^75
30.25
31.50
45^00
24.8 6

48.00
46.75
47.50
42.75
38,75
52.25
52.75
_57.00_

47,75
48.75

31' 25.

34.92

1.65
1.70

1,55
1.35
1.25
1.50
2.05

_li65
1.70
1.65
_2.C5

1.20

2. 40
2.20
2.15
1.95
1.65
2.00
2. 45

2. 15_

2. 40
2.15
2. 75..

1.53

100
108
99

102
90
99

103

-108 _

105
103.

_1Q.5_

94.

59

82
80
76
77
78
78

_82

73

81
82

145
132
124
134
117

132
132 _
135
127
128 _
119.7

- 7 -



lABjli \7AG-S -HATSS Aiv^E IIJDSX irJi.IBEKS, milTID STATES, 3Y Y3.-TIS IC 09-38,
AI^D •CoAHTZSS, JAIT. 1.;2o-JAN. .1939 l/

_JarK waffe__r.ate,s_ — — _ "ei.ehted
\

Index
"car sxiCi Vivon tA day average iiumlDer s

quarter
|

1

tilth

ooard
: rtithout

: 'board

: 'Tith :

: "ooard :

Without
"board

rate per
nonth 2/

of farn va,gQ
•rates (19^-0-
14 — J/JU^

Dollars iJollar s To liars Do liars Dollars rercor.t

22,21 28, 10 1.09 1,30 23,77 96
1^10 : 21 , 22 28,08 1.12 1.39 23, 93 97
i.r-ll : 21, 49 28,54 1, 13 1.39 24. 15 98

22, 23 29,34 1,18 1, 43 24.98 101
1913 : 22 . 89 30,21 1.20 1, 45 25. 59 103
1914 : 22, 62 29.74 1.17 1, 43 25. 13 101
1915 : 22,97 30.06 1.18 1.44 25.41 ;o3
1916 : 25.17 32.84 1.31 1.58 27.93 113
1^17 : 31. 11 40, 52 1, 65 1,98 34.79 141
1918 : 37 . 9 6 48 . 80 2.15 2.54 43.73 177
1919 : 4-3, 29 56,63 2.54 5 . 03 51. 13 207

1920 : 51.73 65.40 2,98 3. 46 59 ,88 242
1921 : 33. 62 44. 67 1. 77 2. 12 38 . 29 155
1922 : 32. 75 43. 33 1.73 2.07 37 , 47 151
19 23 : tl> /' m 24 48.25 1. 89 2,25 41. 87 loy

1924 : 0 r , 9 2 49 . 32 1.94 3 • 20 42.91 1^3
19 25 : 38.77 49.90 1.97 2.29 43.51 176
1925 : 59,87 50.83 1.98 2.31 44.36 179

ly <o / ; -I^J. li 50.85 1. 98 2. 28 44. 3d Iry

40. J.i M. (

d

1. 98 ?.mei(
A A OC 1 r y

T c On ol 0 J- • CJ(Cj l.yb 2. 25 IdU

lyoU ; r . 59 48. 10 1.76 2. 08 41. 2b xDr

19oi J 28. n 38,38 1,32 1. 62 32. 11 loU

19ci2 ! 20.85 28.88 .94 1. 20 2i3. 60 9 D

1933 ! 18,07 25, 67 .85 1. 11 21. 10 do
1934 : 20.24 28.19 .98 1.26 23.61

' 95
19v35 ; 22,42 30.24 1,07 1.33 25.53 103
1936 ; 24, 53 32.28 1.15 1. 42 27. 51 TITill

1937 28 , 00 36.32 1.33 1, 61 31. 25 T 0 ^
loO

1938 : 27,72 35. 63 1. 31 1. 58
•7jO T30. cl 1 0 -1

1923:
«J an. 31,48 42.49 1. 55 1.93 35. 80 T /I C14o

Apr, : 34, 77 45,45 1.62 1.99 38 . 28
T C ^loo

July : 39 • 44 50.62 1.97 2. 36 43,94
Oct. : 39.35 50.13 2. 15 2. 44 44. 78 TOTIbl

1924:

Jan. : 55,81 47.99 1.89 41.54 168

Apr. : 57,74 48.54 1.84 2.18 41,91 169

July : 38.84 50.24 •1.97 2. 34 43.72 177

Oct. : 38.79 50.10 2.05 2.37 44.09 178

Footnotes on page 10.
Continued



(Exhibit "B")

FARM WAGE RATE aED INDEX IM^ERS,'' ITU TIED STATES, BY YEARS 1909-33,
AIJD BY QUARTERS JAN. V?2Z-JAy:. 1933 l/ Continued

Yenx and
cuorter

Eaxm vva^e rates

per month

I7ith : Without
^oard, _ : l)oard_

Per day

With
board

Without
board
Dollars

2.21

Weif;hted

averaf^e

rate per
month PJ

Index num-
bers of
farm ^ne^e

rates (ISIO-

_lf 14 « lpO)_

Percent

, 165
1S25:

Jan.

Dollars

35.03

Dollars Dollars

47.44 1.83

•^otnotes on -q&f.Q 10.

Dr; liars

40.85
Apr. : 38 . 35 48,83 1,85 2.18 '42,40 . 171
July : 40.17 50.87 2^02 2.32

.
44.62 130

Oct. : 39 . 79 50.82 2,11 2.38 45,03 182
1926: :

Jan. : 36.04 48.95 1,62 2,24 41.20 166
Apr. : 39.03 49.70 ' 1,86 2.20 ^:3.00 174
July : 41.49 51.80 2.04 2.34 45.53 ; 184
Oct. : 40.99 51.63 2.09 2.42 45,86 185

1927: :

J.an. : 37,51 49,85 1.89 2.26 42,78
'

173
Apr. : 39,39 49.92 1.86 2.20 43.22 175
July ; 41.34 51.86 2.02 2.30 45.26 183
Oct. : 41,42 51.57 2.12 2,35 45.72 , 185

1928: :

Jan. : 35,72 48.86 1.85 2.21 41.91 ; 169
A-or, : 39 . 44 49.61 1.86 2.17 43.06 174
July : 41.05 51.56 1.97 2,28 44.87 181
Oct. : 41.50 51.55 2.15 2.36 45.39 185

1929: ;

Jan. : 3C.01 49.92 1.89 2 . 25 43.00 174
Apr . ; 35.90 50.19 1.87 2.17 43.42 175
July : 42.21 52.92 2.04 2.31 46.01 ; 18 6

Oct. !: 41.48 51.39 2.03 2.28 45.19 ,' 183
19S0i J

Jan. ; 37.17 49. 36 1.81 2,17 42.03 170
Apr. 39 . 22 49.51 1.81 2.14 42.68 172
July !I 39.35 49.83 1.65 2.15 42.91 173
Oct. 36.78 46.57 1.72 2.00 40.08 162

1931:
•T Q Tl

> O'JmCX 4<d. d (
T AC1. 4b 1. C<d '7P; T /IOO. 14 J. 4(0

. Apr. ; 50.58 39.97 1.39 1.68 53.71 156
July : 30.01 39 . 64 1. 68 53.31 135
Oct. : 27,25 36.15 1,23 1.52 30.26 122

1932:
Jan. : 23.04 53. 13 1.07 1.39 26.84 103
Apr. : 22.34 30.40 1.00 • 1.28 25.17 102
July : 21.19 28.78 c 1.19 23.70 96
Oct. : 19.93 27,63 .90 1.14 22.61 91

1933:
Jan. : 16.74 24.95 .78 1.03 19.39 80
Apr. : 16.60 23.64 .76 19.24 78
July : 18.34 25.72 .86 1.10 21.12 85
Oct. : 15.65 27.35 .94 1.23 22.88 92

Continued



im.i mGE RATSS Ai.TD INDEX Il^jlSiSS, ITrTITED STATES, BY YEAF.S l?09-38,
AlTD BY QUARTERS, JAIT. l';23-JAII. 1939 l/ Ccntinued

Year and *

quar t er •

Per

With

±'ai'm '

month

: Without

TB-EQ rates

• Per d;

: With :

_ — _-

Without :

Wei^^hted

average
rate per
month 2/

: inaez
: nuinb er s of

: f ariTi "jage

jraues VJ---!-^

1_ ^oard _ : ."bo.ar d._ __: _b(2.ar d i. _bo.ard 1
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Percent

1934:
. 1

Jan. ; 17.37 26.31 ,88 1,20 21.50 87
Apr, : 19.97 27,71 ,95 1,23 23,17 94
July ! 20.81 .28.52 1.01 1.27 , 24.00 97
Oct. ! 21,23 28,91 1,02 1,30 24, 45 99

1935:
.

:

Jan. ; 19,14 28.17 ,93 1,26 23,13 93
Apr , ; 21,62 29.57 ,99 1,28 24. 67 100
July : 23. 33 ,30.82 1.09 1.35 26.14 106
Oct. :I 25.61 31,04 1.16 .1.38 26,53 108

1936: :

Jan. ; 20,89 29, 69 1,02 1.32 24, 68 100

Apr. ! 23,58 31.13 1,06 1,33 25.23 106
July ; 25.61 .32.99 1.21 .1.44 23.31 114
Oct. 25,74 33.27 1,22 .1.49 28.73 115

1937:

Jan. : 23.37
, 32.62 1.12 1.45 27,29 110

Apr. : 26.90 35.06 1.19 1.49 29.62 120

July : 29.31 37.24 1.41 1. 66 32,35 131

Oct. : 29,84 38.11 1.46 1.73 33.25 134

1938:
.

Jan. : 25.18 34.70 l • 22 1.55 29.26 118

Apr. 27. 50 33.82 1.25 1.55 29.88 121
T -1July : 28.95

. 37 , 28 1.38 .
1. 63 32.00 129

Oct. ! 28.25 36.09 1.35 .
1.59 31.20 136

1939:

Jan. : 24.86 34.92 1.20 1.53 29.03 117

1/ Revised.

2/ This column has significance only as an eseential step in computinj; the

wage rp^te index.' •

••

Continued from p. 6. Extensive Revisions in Labor Series

Readers of the Bureau's reports on farm Irhor will note thnt many revisions

have "been made in the series presented in this issue. Data on agricultiiral- em-

ployment, recently published in the aforementioned Works Pro,^^'rese; .Ariininistration

report, have been brought to date in o :ais release and substituted for statistics •

relating to the avera)°;e number of persons employed on farms of crop reporters.

The availability of these more com-or ehensive series of employment statistics has

made possible the re-weighting of regional data on wage ra.tec, the supply of aiid

demand for farm labor. Data from other labor surveys made by the Bureau also ha.ve

provided v/eights for the different classes of wage rates, by regions, enabling the

combination of monthly ra.tos and the monthly eqiiivalent of day rates for index

number const:'uction more in line v.dth the proportion of total wage earners hired

in each manner than has been possible heretofore.

Prior to the issuance of this report, the Bureau has used the .riUmber of hired

farm workers, shov/n by the 1920 Census of Occupations, as weights for State
Continued on page 11



U1II'T3D STATES DSL-AHTI.SIIT 01 AGRICULTURE (Exhibit "E")

Bureau of Agricultaral EconoT.ics

191C 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940

Sevision of xiaxionaa rvage rate series rnado Tittle difference in I'ho v;a,-e rate index prior to
1921. Tne new index series was 15 points hiK'.h'.>r them thct based on the xinrevised averages of
V7age rates in 1930. In 1938, the new index \ra.s 3 points higher.

Continued from -pa^ie lO..

averaiges ox ia,rTn v!8.c;e rate.5 in corr.r-.iting national averfi^^'es. These v/ei-Thts \7cre not
changed when the 1950 Cens.J.s oi OccMpationB v/ac rcleo.sed, >Decti,usc of an unfort"anate

lack of facilities for the re-ccrrnmtation And general revision of United States
averages of farr^ v/ai^^o rates during the t-vyenties. Such revisions would have "been,

necossar" to '.iiaintain the historical seri^.s on a "basis corr^ara'olo with ITational

avorac-res of data currently collected.

The magnitude of the revision in the old series of index num'bors of farm wage
rates is shown in the above cnart, TVie nev/ y/age rate index series has been from 6

to 8 -points higher than the old scri'-s luring the past 2 years althov-gh both in-
dexes use the 1910-1914 period r,s a pre-v/ar base. The principal reason for the high-
er level of the nov/ index during recent years is the increase iii the proportion of
the total niJLmbor of -vri cultural v/a-ge workers hired in the relatively high v/.age-rate

areas of the Far West, Increased ricchanization of farming operations in the I^orth

Central States has enabled the fa,nn family- to do a larger proportion of the total
farm work. The naturrJ growth of western agriculture has increased production of
frait, truck, cotton, and other crops in Pacific Coast Stntes and in other relative-
ly high wage areas. - 11 «



FARM EMPLOnSIIT: lOSER OF ?SRS01";S F'.PLO'^D CIT TIiF FIKST CF SACH I.'OlTvH,

IIMITED STAT3S, 'ISSO-SS 1/

(Thousands)

Month IS 30 :

:

1931 : 1932 : 1933 : 1934 :

:

1935 :

:

1936 :

:

1937 :

•

1933

TOTAL E:.5

Jan, 1 8,980 8,951 O , ^t_J± o , ;'Oo 9,044 9,175 9,152 8,835 8,762
Feb

,

1 ; 9,268 9,397 9 , 408 9,415 9 , 333 9,299 9,370 9,002 8,970
Mar

,

1 9,782 9,959 9,875 9,638 9,592 9,712 9,742 9,321 9,508
Apr. 1 • 10,759 10,841 10 , 744 10,676 10,818 10,678 10,582 10,113 10,121
May 1 12,137 11,810 11,885 11,787 11,740 11,750 11,631 11,393 11,399
June 1 : 13,103 12,865 12,611 12,672 12,695 12,923 12,688 12,508 12,305
July 1 " 12,861 12,512 12,407 12,379 12, 551 12,554 12,228 12,414 12,473
Aug. 1 11,525 11,402 11,380 11,494 10,911 11,910 11,254 11,199 11,299
Sept

.

1 ' 11,877 11,892 11 , 734 11,832 11,325 11,790 12,050 11 , 583 11,595
Oct. 1 12,605 12,630 12,502 12,470 12,000 12,409 12,253 12,341 12,054
Nov. 1 11,462 11,757 11,449 11,347 10,835 11,914 11,112 11,433 11,156
Dec. 1 : 9,715 9,890 9 , 871 9,563 9.381 9,947 9,888 9,570 9,482

Av. : 11,17" 11,159 11,069 11,023 10,852 11,172 10,997 10,330 10,745

FAI-IILY WORKERS

Jan. 1 : 6,926 7,041 7,139 7,228 7,355 7,482 7, 455 7,153 7 , 051

Feb. 1 : 7,254 7,511 7,579 7,504 7,495 7 , 543 7, 550 7,163 7,132

Mar. 1 7 , 467 7 , 627 7,837 7,748 7,739 7,776 7, 759 7 , 354 7,390

Apr. 1 : 8,094 8,186 8,379 8,436 8,506 8,448 8, 214 7 , So2 7,834

May 1 8,962 8,875 9,145 9,193 9,174 9,202 8, 975 8,726 8,783

June 1 : 9,671 9,663 9,696 9,761 9,797 10,025 9 564 9,581 9,484

July 1 9,348 9,274 9,410 9,438 9 , 521 9,609 9, 373 9,314 9,321

Aug. 1 8,336 8,452 8,643 8,784 8,468 9,005 e 553 3 , 274 3,335

Sept

,

: 8,687 8,975 8 , 982 9,050 8,777 9,002 g 053 8,685 8,563

Oct. 1 : 9,183 9,398 9,497 9,479 9,168 9,498 o 295 9,135 8,896

Nov. 1 : 8,488 8,860 8,755 8,800 8,421 9,152 8 457 8,648 8,433

Dec. 1 ; 7,456 7,762 7,793 _7_j..S12_ 7,556 7,709 7 ,698 7,416 _ 7^3_66

Av. ', 8 , 323 8,469 8,571 8,590 8,506 3,704 8 ,502 8,273 8,216

HIRED iTORKSF.S

Jan. 1 : 2,054- 1,910 1,792 1, 750 1 , 689 1,695 1,697 1 , 682 1,711

Feh. 1 : 2,014 1,386 1 , 829 1, 911 1,338 1 , 756 1,840 1 , 839 1,338

Mar. 1 : 2,315 2,332 2,038 1, 940 1,853 1 , 955 1 , 985 1,957 1,918

Apr. 1 : 2,655 2 , 655 2, 365 240 2,312 2,250 2,558 2,291 2,287

May 1 : 3,175 2,935 2,740 2, 594 2,555 2,548 2,656 2,637 2,616

June 1 ' 3,432 3,202 2,915 911 2,898 2,393 3,024 3,027 2,821

July 1 3,513 3,258 3,052 891 2,930 2,945 2,855 3,100 3,152

Aug. 1 3,189 2,950 2,757
*^

710 2,-143 2,905 2,701 2,925 2,964

Sept

.

1 : 3,190 2,917 2,752 2 782 2,548 2,788 2,997 2,998 3,032

Oct. 1 : 3,422 5,232 5,005 2 991 2,832 2,911 2,968 3,208 3,158

Nov, 1 : 2,974 2,897 2,694 2 547 2,414 2,762 2,655 2,835 2,753

Dec. 1 2^259 2,128 2,078 1 951 1.825 2, 253 2.190 2a.l54 2,n.6

Av. : 2,850 2,690 2,498 2 , 455 2,346 2,468 2,4-94 2,557 2,529

1/ Data from 1930 to 1936 from Shaw ,
E.E. and Hopltins, J.A., Trends in Enroloy-

mcnt in Agriculture, 1909-36, Works Progress Adi^.inistration, National Research

Project Report No. A-8, Philadelphia, Penna. , Nov. 1938, Page 153.



UNITED STATES DEPAP.TivlENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service

Washin??ton, D. C.

July 14, 19r>9.

Farm "/VAge Ratc Index Down
3 Points from Year Ago

Wage rates paid to agricultural workers increased slightly less than

usual during the April-June quarter this year, the Agricultural Marketing Service

reported todaj;-. At 126 percent of pre-v/ar, the Jul'^ 1 level v/as 5 points higher

than on April 1, but v.'as the lowent July wage index since 197,6. It was 3 points

lower than on July 1, 1938.

A].l classes of farm wage rates advanced during the second quarter, the

wages per day with hoard showing the greatest percentage increase. The July 1

rates were consistently Icwer, ho'./pver, thar a year earlier. Day rates increased

moat since April in the TTest North Central States where the winter wheat harvest

materially increasf^d lahor requircmeiits . The change in day rates was slight in

the East Sorith Central States. Cotton chop^oing had heen larg'^lj'" conroleted in

many southeastern areas.

L_ahpr_Supply Smaller: Dema-nd Creater

Reports received from crop cori^er-rondents indicate that the supply of

farm labor in relation to demand remained above normal on July 1, although some-

what below the level prevailing 3 months ago. The supply of labor in rural areas

that was available for farm work averr^g'ed 89.5 percent of normal on July'l, com-

pared with 93 percent in April and with 92.3 percent a year ago. Data available

through May indicate a slight increase in emplnynr^nt in manufacturing industries

as compared with July 1 of last ye-ir.

The demand for farm labor, as reported by crop corresTDondents , increased

from 82.8 percent of normal on April 1 to 84.6 percent on July 1. The upt\irn

was general in all parts of the country except in the Rock;/ Mountain States



SPECIAL TO THIS I^S'T^

ra^e
V r* T* TTi T?mTi 1 n \rm i^r\f "inX 111. j_Jiil|J X ,ViUv IL 0 Xli

F^a«;t Smith 0-"'ntral Stafp^^ p

Seasonal Variation in

9

F.ovised lalor supply and. demand
. in-11

Methodo of harvesting grain crops... . 14

• 15

where, from Wyoming south to Arizona and llew Mexico, minor declines were rather

uniformly rocorded. Frrm labor requirement ro!?e in most sections, however, as

the small grain harvest got ijjider y/ay. Eemr'na for ir.rm labor on July 1 was re-

ported eight- tenths of n point higher than on th-^ same date last year.

Farm Smxiloyment Dovm

Farm employment declined during June with a decrease in tlie number of

family workers more than offsetting the slight increase in hired r'orkers during
the month. Total emplo^inent on farm,s in the United States v/as estimated at

12,215,000 on July 1. This was about 1 percent less than a month earlier but
about 23 percent more than on April 1. On July 1 p~ year ago fnrm employment
was estimated at 12 , 473, O'^O persons.

The small grain harvest v-as in full sv/ing on the first of July in most
Winter Wheat States, except in sections where heavy rains interfered v/ith field
work. These wet areas incliided parts of the western Ohio and lo"'''er Mississippi
valleys, <and the southv/estcrn Wheat Belt. Eains also interfered with crop cul-

tivation in r.nny parts of the Cotton Belt.

Compared with a month earlier, more hired farm workers were employed on
July 1 in all sections of the ccuritry excer.t the South Atlantic and East South

Central Sttites where cotton chopping v;as nearly finished.

The estima.ted number of hired hands employed on farms ^n J^ily 1 was

3,021,000. This v/ar. about 6 percent more than a month earlier and about 41 per-

cent more than on April 1. Hired employment on July 1, however, totaled about

2 percent less than a yenr earlier when farm product prices were at a somewhat
higher level.

The num.ber of unpaid family workers (including farm operators) was esti-

mated at 9,124,000 on July 1. This was about 3 percent less than a month earli-

er, but about 17 percent more than oa A)-:)ril 1. A yerr ago aioproximately 9,321,0"'0

family workerr wer-- actively engaged f^hb. W'->rk on frrms in the United States.

- 2 -
Centinued on page 6



(Exhibit "C")

UNITED STATES- DEPAEMT^NT OF AGRICITLT.JRSI

A^ricultiirai, Markr'tirig Service

i'
:

Washington, D. C.

July 14, 1939

FARM WAGE RATES AIID FJI.ATED DATA, UI'TITZD STATES, JULY 1, 1939,
TflT'I COI.-PARISOKS

jVnnual •

; average [April 1,

;

'

1938
;

July 1

; 1938
«

[April 1,

;
1939

;
July 1,

; 1939

F.-RJi WAGE IJDjIjJ::

Unadjusted .100 121 129 121 125
Adjusted for •sear>onality •

, 100 123 125 123 122
'

FARI^r WAGE RATES:
Peir month, with board : $20.41 $27.60 $28.95 $27.08 $28 . 18

Per month, v.-ithont board 2? ,09 33.82 37.28 35.42 36.26

Per day, with board 1.10 1.25 1.38 ' 1.23 1.36
P6r day, without board .1.43 1.55 1.63 1.53 1.59

SUPPLY OF A!ID SSf-'AiiD FOE Fj*RM Lj'GOR
; .

.

(Percentage of normal)
89,6supply —

-

9?.

9

1/92 . 3 , 93.0
Dfemajid '' -—

. -81.9 1/63.8 82.8 • 84.6
Stlpply as a percenta-^e of demand —

•

114.7 1/110.1 112.3 105.3

FARi'I EIvIPLOYMENT:
j

» ,

(Thousands of persons)
Family labor 7,844 9 , 321. 7 , 773 9 , 124
Hired labor • 2,287 3,152 2,187 3,091
Combined •

< 10,131 12 , 473 9,960 12,215

RELATED Ii>E;EXFS:

Prices received by farmers 3/ 100 94 95 89 il 89
Ratio of prices received to

farm wage .rates 100 78 74 74 71

Industrial wage. rat»s 4/ 204 205 211 5/210
Industriril employment 6^/ .S6 82 91 5/ 90
Industrial xja;;/rolls 6/ 75 71 85 5/ 84

3^/Revised. •
.

,

2/"^stimates' of actual emplo*/ment are shown in, place of number of persons
e-.p"i.cyed per 100 crop-reTjerting farms.

. ;

J./^s of the 15th of the. month,
47Avera^e weekly earnings, Ilev/ York. State factories, June 1914 = 100.
5/May 1939 ^ latest data- available-..

*

S^/Bxireau of- Labor Stati-stics in:'exe,s for man^ifacturin.5 indnstrier;, revised
1923-1925 - 100.
7/June 1939. - latest data av.-^iloble.

Based on reports fr.om approximately 21,163 correspondents. The data for pre-
vious quarters, by St.ates, apperr in Grope and IJrrkets for Januju-y, April, July
and October.

- 3 -



FARM WAGE EATES MTD FELATED DATA* EY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIOIIS.

JULY 1, 1839, WITH COlylFAniSONS

Anmial • •
• •

•
•

Geographic : average : April 1, : Jtdy 1, : April 1, : July 1,

division- : _1910-14_ : 1938 _ J. 1938 1939 ! 1939
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dolla rs Dollars

EARI^ WAGE PATES

Per month with board
Uew E'a^'laTid. 24 .18 31 .83 33 .40 31 ,92 32 .96

Middle Atl^^ntic 22 25 29 .18 30 .05 28 ,48 29 ,23

East IJorth Central 23 75 29 .11 29 .91 28 .80 29 ,57

West iJorth Central 26 ,32 23 .35 29 .47 28 ,21 29,05
South Atlantic 14 .62 16 .50 17.06 16.10 16,89 .

East South Central 14.71 15.78 15.98 15.97 16.47
West South Gpntral 17 35 18 70 19 .39 18 ,54 19 .19

MoTuita iri 32 48 34 95 37 37 35 ,03 37 ,24

Pa oifio 33 45 44 39 44 19 40.89 43,18

Per month without "board
TjpiY "Fr.i^rl MTid. 37 70 55 66 57 .23 56 .23 57 ,24

Middle- Atlantic 33 41KJKJ • X.i> 46 ,01 46 -56 45 .39 45.56
Sast IJortVi Central 32 .80 41 .03 41 .91 40.91 41 .71

West North Central 36 ,86 38 .93 39 .82 38 .41 39 .19

South Atlantic 20 .97 24 .43 25.11 24.32 25.17
East South Central 20.80 22 .73 23.05 22.95 23.57
West South Central 24.93 27.29 28 .37 26 .94 27 .68

Mountain 46 .42 51 .00 51 .00 53,64
Pacific 48 .16 55 .68 65 .96 62 .31 64.04

Per day with l)o<'ard

Hew England 1 .27 1 .73 1 .84 1 .73 1 .79

Middle Atlantic 1 .24 1 .69 1 .79 1 .64 1 .74

East ITorth Central 1 c31 1 .53 1 .65 1 .50 1 .66

v7est Uorth Central 1 .45 1 .39 1 .56 1 .38 1 .57

South Atlantic ,81 .86 .89 .84 .90

Bast South Central ,81 .78 .80 .78 .81

West South Central .98 .93 .99 .92 1 .00

Mountain 1 .50 1 .63 1 .74 1 .61 1 .75

Pacific 1 49X. 1 95 2 .10 1 .96 2 .00

Per dav without 'boa'^d

Uew EiiP'l.-md 1 71 2 .55 2 .62 2,72 2.71
Ml df^"l p A "hi nT'i "hi r*4u-^ yXVi-.L w A. w J. CU L U X \^ 1 63 ^ 32 2 .37 2 .26 2.33
XJd/O U 1^ UJ- UJL:L WCjii '-'X dui* ? 02 2 16 2 03 2 .15

Wp9 "h TTnTt.'h Hpn t-Tnl 1 9? 2 C9 1 .87 2 ,06

South Atlantic 1 .05 1 .15 1 .19 1 .14 1 .20

East South Central 1 .05 1.00 1 .03 1.02 1.04
West South Central 1 .25 1 .22 1 .28 1.18 1 .26

Mountain 2.05 2.19 2.31 2.22 2.34
Pacific 2,06 2.81 2.78 2,66 2.70

ces



(Exhibit "C

FAEM WAGE RATES AND EELATED DATA, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS,
JULY 1, 1959, WITH COfiPARISONS

'•

Geographie

•
•

: April 1,

4 •
. a

: July 1,: April 1,

•

July 1,: April 1,: July 1

: 1937 : 19371/: 1938 1938i/: lyoy I 1939

SUPPLY OF FARM LABOR (Percentci^P of nomal)
New England • 87.0 ry .1 yy .y OA Qy4 ,y 92 ,0 Q'y K

Middle Atlantic 81.0. f i .o a ,1 90.8 o r .3

East North Central 83 .4 77.2 96 .,4 93.1 94,1 90 .9

West North Central 91.8. 84.7 94 .7 .
92.0 95.0 91.8

Sooith Atlantic 82.7. ro .0 DO Ttsy ,1 DQ TOO ,1 88.6 QA Ao4 .4

East South Central 85.9 on A by ,o on (Xo r ,D 88.2 oo ,U

West South Central- 91.0 90 .1 91 ,7 y2 ,i 92.1 DO /by .4

Mcruntain 93.7 Cir\ o yo .b 99.4 y./ .<o

Pacific 96 .4 92 .7 104 .9 104 .3 104.0 T m n101 .0

DEI/iAND FOR FARM LABOR (percentage of normal)
New England - 92.3 9d .0 84 ,3

.

87 .4 86 8 on n89 ,9

Middle Atlantic 90.8 94 .4 86 .,3 86 ,7 • 64,3 bo ,3

East North Central'—' 92.0 95.0 83.5. 86.6 84.5 87.3
West North Central 79.4 86.6 79.;5 84.6 80.1 81.9
Soij.th Atlantic 91.3 93.4 84.4 85.8 87.0 or* nb7 .y

East South Central 90.2 90.7 84 .4: o3 ,4 85.1 DO '7by . r

West South Central 79 .7 85.7 76.9 7o .2 75 .0 f b ,<i

Mountain -.
. 85.

a

.88.8 78 .4 o2 .4 81,4 bO ,o

Pacific 89.5 93.2 75.9 OT O81 ,2 80,8 o c ^b5.4

SUPPLY A3 A PERCEI7TAGE OF DSl^iAtn) (Percentage of normal)
Ne-7 England 94.3 83.3 118.5 108 .6 9 r .3

Middlo Atlantic 89 .2 76.1 102 .2
T nn c100,5 107.7 T no102 ,3

East North Central 90.7 81 .3 115.4 107.5 111 ,4 104.1
West North Central 115.6' 97.8 119.1 108.7 118.6 112.1
South Atlantic 90.6 83.8 105.6 102 •? 101.8 o c in

East South Central 95.2 89 .7 105,8 104 .y 102,4. no n92 ,5

West South Central 114.2 105.1 119.2 117 .8 122.8 11-4 ,3

Mountain 110.0 101 .6 131 .2 119 .7 122 ,1
T on n121 ,0

Pacific 107 .7 99,5 131 .3 128-,4 128 .7 lib .3

JASM SLIPLOYIvIENT (Thousands of persons)
Total family and hired

New England 248 281 253 284 241 C,( i

Middle Atlantic 586 720 605 719 594 (CiO

Eo- "/^ North Central 1,476 1 , 666 1,469 1 ,688 1 ,451 1,611
'.U z^. North Central 1,575 1,959 1,590 1 ,942 1 ,582 1,905
•b'- ii Atlantic 1,981 2,489 1,988 2 ,574 1 ,975 ? 4'S8Of" tJw

• : South Central 1.639 2,048 1,665 2,010 1 ,603 2,027
We^^t South Central 1,632 2,170 1,630 2 ,143 1 ,573 2,118
Mc"antain 442 538 404 527 415 501
Pacific 534 543 527 586 526 590

.Jr/.Supply of and denand for farn !Labor, nnd Gupply-dcr and ratios revised.
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FAPJvI vTAGE KATES .41ID FZLA^^"-? DATA, 3Y GSOGKAPEIC DIYISIOITS,
JULY 1, 1939, mm C0I,I>AIiI6CyS (Continued)

• • » • . i

O-eographic; : April 1, : Jvlj- 1, : April 1,: July 1, : April 1,: July 1,
Di'^ision _: 1937 ^. 1 _19^^2 _ 1 _ 1538_ 1 _1238 L _'l939_ 1 _i_g3^

Ai.tf.1 EIvlPijOiMEwT

J]ajiiii^y_La'b^r_ -

Mew Eiigland • 162 '

'

176" - 163 175 161 : 17?
Mia>al0 Atlantic 406 461 412 458 410 469
Bast ITorth Central 1,153 1,249 1,156 1 '51 1 148
17est North Central 1,238 1,486 1,278 1,459 1,286 1,437
South Atlantic 1,406 1,920 1,511 1,970 1,496 ;1,859
Ea-S'TS South Central 1,398 1,762 1,441 1,749 1,386 1,742
west South Central 1,322 1,621 1,298 • 1,653 1,268 1,601
Mountain 296 328 286 309 ' 290 305
Pacific 311 299 . 307 . 328 530

•Hired La^or -
'

• •
•

ITew England 86 105 90 109 80 105
iMiddle Atlantic 180 259 . 193 261 184 259
jjasi/ i\i jTu-i oentraJ. 323 417 313 427 303 402
TTest iTorth Central • 287 473 312 483 296 468
Soiith Atlantic 495 569 477 604 479 599
East South Central 241 236 224 261 217 285
West South Central 310 549 332 - 510 305 517
Mountain 146 210 118 218 125 196
Pacific 223 232 228 279 198 260

Farm. Employment Trend Sown
in E.a.st South Cent ral States

A sturly o-f^ employment on fsjr.r^ in t>ie Ea^t South Central States sho';7s a de-

crease each year -since 1935. Total emplojTnent in this region averaged 1,766,000
in 1-938. This- was aliont 2 percent less than tlie average for 1937 and about 6 per-
cent less than for 1935..

,

•

Total agricnxltural employm.^nt tended ^to increase in this area from 1930 to

1935 influenced largely by additions to the nixmber of family workers emDloyed on

farms. Low farm incomes in 1932 and the drought of 1934 which affected some of

these States v/ero accompanied "by declines in the njiirher of hired liands employed
in these years.

' Seasonal Variation in Earm. Wage Rates

Earm v/age rates have a orcnounced seasonal variation. They normally rise
about 7 percent from the lo.vy winter level to that maintained during the summer and

fall. Labor requirements usually are considerably hi^q^her on farms in the United
States during the summer and fall than d.iring the winter months. Labor requirements
for the production and care of iriost kinds of livestoc'-': remain fairly constant
throughout the year, But for crop product ion they are much greater during the

harvest season from June to November when' nr.-',-.' croT) cultivation, and many other jobs

also must be performed. Thus, seasO'ial fluctuation in the demand f or hir'^d labor
ordinarily results in considera"i)le ceaso;-Lnl variation in farm wage rates.

Continued on page 11
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(Exl-iilDit "C")

Farm ^Tage R.ates and Related Data, by States, JrJ.y 1, 1939

1 Per month 1 Per day
: Supply of and demand

• :
'

- • c£or laniL.Xa'b^^r

State "

With ;

hoard
*

Without
board

' With ;

"b oal'd
\

Without
hoard

: Supply aS rDeir.aiid as :

: percentr;^e: percentage:

: of nonnal : of normqi t

Supply aS

percentag
or demand

jL/uxxa— ^ i. ui. J- ax ^ X' U J. J. t . 1 o J' UX J. CLi ^3 Percent x^erceno PpfOPTlt

CO »L'u A.^ RO X .ow P '^R on PA 105X W 1^

'^1 nnox sUU Rk OODO .UU P 1 Ro ,X O OO QAyo RO

Vt

.

Afl PR 1 VR r> AR OO y { 89

Mass * '\'? no fil 7R 1 9R P RR Q1yi OO 1 0.3

R. I . 40 on RD P PO OR QQ QQyy 1 00
fiR on 1 PR P QO Oft RROO 95o

N. Y. 4-*^ 00 1 7R P '^R RAOO RA0*i 1 02X

N. J. 52 50 54 25 1 85 P ^ QP R7O f 106
Pa. 26 ?^ 4'J 00 1 70 P 25 R7 RA 101
Ohio 39 50 1 70 2 15o .X R7 RROO 102
Ind, 27 75 37 75 1 95X • ^ o QP RROO 105
111. 33 .00 43 50 X « 1 w ? 25 QTyx RROO 103X WW
Mich, 29 .00 43 50 1 70X » 1 w 2 25 QO RQO^ 101
Wi? . 30^00 43 00 1 55 P 05 Q R R7O ( 109
Mjnn • 32 ,25 43 75 1 70X . f w 2 .'s5 O R R ROO 112.J. X

I OWEL 34 25 4 3 50 1 ft5X .Q (J P "^R QR RQoy 107XW <

Mo, 24 00 '^P 00 1 PO 1 50X ,<JW RA R7o / 97
IT .Dale, 29 75 -'^-3 00 1 ^0 1 QR QT AOoy 132X wO
S J?5Lk:, 29 25 1 4-0X .tvj P 00 QO AROO 132Xw^
Mel^r , 27 ,00 3r, "^0 1 4.R 1 95 Q'7

1 o 127

25_,75 37 00 ^ 75 2 15 QA 7A 1 24
Del, 25.00 1 RO 1 QO GA R7O ( 108X

Md. 27 ,50 39 50 1 45 1 95 QOyu QA 96
Va. 21 ,50 30 75 1 10X *x 1 45 RQoy RROO 101
W.Va. 21 .75 3*^ 00 1 0'^ 1 50 R7O 1

R'7OO 105X w c/

U.C. 16 .75 24 75 95 1 20 o r yu 97
s.c. 12 ,50 18 75 50 P,0 oU O'i 95
Ga, TP PR 1 ft PR 70 QO ry QQoy RQ

15 "^0 25 RO q u; 1 PR _ _ _ ^o__ _ QAO^ 1 02

21 25 'XO 00 X .WW X .ov o / oy 98
Tenn, 16 7=. P4- ROOt .wU 1 ORX .UO OO yu QA
Ala • 1 4 on 1 9 7R QO QTdl yi RQ

Miss , 14 ^0 PI 00 "^R QR oU QQoy QO
Ark, IS '^•0 P4- PR P.O 1 O^ Q T

Oi5 Q Ao-* QQ

La • 15 25 PP 75 RO 1 OR DCOD Q ROO 1 01XwX
Okla, 21 00 "^0 50 1 PRX ,<&D 1 RR on fO 117XX 1

Tex, 20 75 P9 50 T OR 1 '^O CP 1 PA

Mont

,

39 ,50 55 7R X . ^'vj P p,o y r oj. T 20
Idaho 39 "^0 R4. RO 1 onX . JV P RO xUo QCob 1 PO
Wyo

,

57 .00 54 00 1 tO P '^O<o ,ow nc96 o3 116XXD
Colo

,

30 ,75 45 75 1 50 P 1 O 95 79 1 P2

N.Mex, 28 .00 40 50 1 PR 1 ARX .OO 93 75 1 PA
Ariz. 39 75 ^=7 on X . o .xU 97 79 l«do

Utah 44,50 58.50 2.20 2,60 97 78 124
Fev, 46.00 66 .75 2.00 2.80 96 80 120
Wash, 37.00 55.00 1.95 2.60 102 83 123
Orec « 37.50 54,50 1.90 2.45 100 89 112
Calif. 46.50 69.50 2.05 2.80 101 85 119

2&_.18 35 .25 1.36 1 .59 89.6 84.6 105.9



Farm Errioloj-Tient : !Tur:cers of Ferr-onr. ETploj, ed on the First of
Each Lfonth,- Ea?t South Central States, 1930-38 1/

T0T.4L SIvPLOBiSNT

Date

- — — --

: 1j30

-- -- - —

: 1931 : 19. •••2
: 1933

: :

: 1934 : 1935 : 1936 1937 : 1938

1,000 1 , 000 1 , ooc 1 ,
00'-^

. .

1,000 1 , 000 1,000 1 , 000 1,000
:persons persons person.'? T-iersons persons persons persons "Dersons persons

Ton T • 1 4P 7 X , <_^ox X , CO 1 4.7P X , ^C; U X , tUC- X , T-O 0 X , -rX

X

1 "74

J: L ' u • J_ * X , t_JOw X , KJXi-J X , (JC c X , ^ 00 X , OoO T AQ4. n ^PP T 4.np 1 405

, ± , OJ f X , SO'

J

X , OC t_/ X , f X X , ciio X , 0 oU X , C X , DWCi T 475
Atit" 1

; X , o'-tx 1 7Qn J. , r r'o X , cun X , DUO X , tJ't.J T PIX , 0x0 X , 0 or? X , C ^ *J

IV| cL^y X r O , X W<. <o , UX 'i P Dpi 1 A7 p n'^7 X , 3 ou X , ^ f

u IXilc X • p v>n o , our"
' Oil P P7m P PO/I P 'XT p P7n P PQ1 P P7<^*c , coo

tJUxy J.
O MQC

! t- , UJb c ,
' Jo 3 , U ro 0 T ^7

c< , l.c' 3 -d , U44 T fj TO
i , r •^o ic , UiU

Aug. 1 ! 1,646 1,625 1,646 1 , 566 1,658 1 , 738 1,579 1,585 1,617
Sept.l 2 , 040 2,031 2 , 005 2,031 1,957 1,983 2,054 1,962 1,928
Oct. 1 2,222 2 , 279 2,253 2,244 2 , 202 2,320 2,256 2,276 2,176
Fov. 1 1,831 1,973 1,934 1 ,935 1,877 2,022 1, 819 1,966 1,842

Dec. 1 1 ,487 1,601 1,551 1 . 531 1 .566 1 . .541 1.532 1.458 1.486
. Average 1^844 1^845 1_^S39 1^648

X aXii xxi 1

lj.S42 lj_878 1_l825 1_^793 1_,_766

.T/^ n "1

X , c- oo X , cciKj 1 PI 7X , ox I X
,L ^ ^ X

,
T 'XDOX ,

X , 0 ^ 0 1 ^PO 1 199X ) X ^ ^

^p"h 1o u X X , Ot-'i ) X , ». ^rtw 1 '^7P X , 0<-) J X ,
."j. ^i X , oco X , W 1 216

i/l a. i « _L X , t- " L' f X , dCjCj X , '±t- rt- X , 1. 'Ou X , < X , rr*.' C X , 00 1 P7Q 1 278

X , r ".J X , OiC- X , -,..D^ 1 ^77 X , C^jW 1 3QP 1 4,4.1X , r *X

1 7Ph 1 7'^'^ X , ' \.} ( X , ' Ofc/ X f ox / X , 0 Z7 ' 1 7~'4 ^ 67^ 1 , 712

X,, ^ ../C -l
070 X ,

^'^ L , -'Or: X , ^'O r X , oc 1 94.4X , ^ XX 1 , 931
1 7£lO X , r r r X , CS0 r

1 0 A ^ X , (OH. X , r L'o 1 7APX , < oc 1 74<^

AuiG: • 1 1 , 420 1 , 427 1 ,478 1 ,472 1 ,475 1 , 516 1 . 37^ 1,364 1 ,406

Sept.l 1,741 1,782 1,751 1 , 840 1 , 737 1,740 1,746 1,581 1,651

Oct. 1 1 , 879 1,934 1.9^9 1,960 1,950 2,023 1,907- 1,954 1,857
Hcv. 1 1 , 572 1,695 1 , 704 1 , 589 1,622 1 , 748 1 , 537 1,580 1 , 5.79

Dec. 1 1.289 1,401 1 , 366 1,343 1.381 1,318 1.307 1,253 1.267

Averag^e 1^578 1^516 1^623 1_^613 lj.643 1^559 __U536

xHIHED WO?.KERS

Jan, 1 189 161 156 166 171 152 172 191 175
Feb. 1 197 172 154 199 181 . 168 206 202 190
Mar. 1 230 244 199 188 17c 202 237 223 198

Apr. 1 271 255 229 228 231 215 259 241 224

May 1 316 281 267 239 248 250 273 285 263

June 1 362 331 289 294 307 310 332 347 305

July 1 307 277 262 239 278 260 229 286 261
Aug. 1 226 198 168

,

194 182 222 200 221 211

Sept.l 299 249 255 241 220 243 308 281 277

Oct. 1 343 345 292 284 252 297 359 322 319

Nov. 1 259 278 230 246 255 274 282 288 263

Dec. 1 198 200 185 188 185 223 225 205 219

Average 265 250 224 224 236 257 258 242

l/Data from 1930 to 1936 based on estimates frora Shaw , F .E. , and Hopkins, J .A.

,

Trends in Employment in Agricultiire, 1909-36, Work- Progres = Administration,
National Research Project Report No.A-8, Philadelphia, Penna. , Nov. 1938.

- 8 ~



(Exhibit "C")

Index numbers of f.irpi v.'a.-:o rc>tiOs; rd.jiistrd and unad.ji.stod for

seaf^onal 'variation, United,. States, by qu&rtcrs
January 1'92G-July 1939 1/

(1910-14-100)

Year
*Unad.i\Tsted * Ad.ia^tod

1

l!

\ car Unad.iusted Adjusted
ana nontn : : ... i andjiQnih. :

1923: 1932:
151 Jan 108 113

158 Apr...... , 102 104
177 172 • July . . 96 93

Oct . ,

,

• IRl 176 Oct . . 91 88
1924:' 1933: •

...} 1-B. 175 Jpn. ; . . .

.

80 83
, , . ' 1-39 1^72 Apr. ; 78 80
, • 177 172 J-ily. 85 83

Oct . .

.

178 173 Oct 92 89

192 5-: •: 1934: •

...: 165 173 Jan.- ; . o7 yi

174 Apr,.- 94 96

J^ilv , , . .
• 190 17?. Jv.ly : 97 94

Oct 182 1?7 Oct. n n
.yb

1925: * 1935:
. 155 173 Jan-. ; , y o 97

17S Apr ; . IJO 102

179 July : . 106 103
Oct 180 Oct : lOo 105

1927: 1935:-

180 Jan : 100 x04
179 •'^pr : 106 108

173 July ; 114 111

Oct ..: 135 180 Oct : 116 113

1928: : 1937;

176 Jan ; 110 115
Apr . , , 174 178 AiDr : 120 122

176 jTily : 131 ic (

Oct. , ,

,

180 Oct : 134 li'U

1929: : 1938

:

. . . : : 174 181 • J.?n : lib TOT

Apr.... , ,

. • 175 179 Apr : i<di 1 OILloo

. ,

.
• 186 181 July . 1 PO

; x<o J

UC b . . .

.

^ . . , lOo 1 (O U C T.
. 1 Ot^
; loD 1 PP

1930: 1935;-

,
• 170 177 Jan : 117 122

176 • Apr : 121 123

,
. • 173 158 July

'

: Lco T PP

157
1931: •

148
139-

131 •

Oct,
, . : 12? 118

l/Data apply to the first of the n onth.
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Farm La"bor: S'^pply and Denand Statistics, "by G-eograinhic Division,
July 1, 19:^3-39 1/

^-?PLY_OF FA^^l_IA5pR_(?i5.CEIJTAGE_0? N0PJ;IAL_1

New
Eng-
land

Middle
Atlan-
tic

East
IJorth

Central

77est

North
Central

South
Atl an-
tic

East
Sor.th

Central

TJest

South
Central

Moun-
tain

Pacific
United
States

70.5
88.2
91.5
90.4
88.3
96.3
90.2

102.5
111.7
132.3
124.5
100,2

97,2

88.3
79.1

94 .

9

87.5

54.3
81.7
84 .

0

83.3
83.9
91.0
89.2

98.7
110.9
122.9
115.5
102.8

95.4
83.7
71,8
87.1
87.3

67.5
89.1
92.5
87.6

SO. 4

94.2
90.8

109.4
115.0
130.8
122.6
111.1

96.5
85.5
77.2

93.1
90.9-

85.3
95.9
97.3
95.5
96.4
97.8
95.5

105.4
111.7
126.8
121.1
113.4

9i:i
84 .

7

92.0
91.8

75.2

79.8
85.2
64.0
85.9
89.1
91 .

5

100.2
105.8
114.5
103.5
95.4

88.0
78.3
88 .

1

84,4

79 ,

5

81.9
90.5
87.1
88,5
87.6

98.6
107.5
llS.l
109 .

0

99.1

91.6
89.5
81.4
87.5
83.0

90.5
87.0
94.1
91.0
89.6
93.5
92.4

104.2
111.5
125.9
115.5
109.3

97.0
93.2
90.1
92.1
39.4

90.6

95.8
99,5
95.0
96.9
98.3
97.2

111.5
122.4
132.0
125.4
113.9

99.8

87.8
90.2
98.6
97.2

88.3
104.5
98.3
97.7

100.0
101.0
100.0

108.5
120.0
132.5
124.2
108.5

98.5
89.7
92.7

104.3
101.0

79.2

88.5
92.3
89.8
91.2
93.8
93.0

104.4
112.3
124.9
117.5
105 .

5

96.1

88.8
82.9
92.3

89.6

DEI/LA.i\F2 FOR lAIiM LABOR (PEP.CENTAGE 0? NOEMJ^)

1923 . 85.8 82 .

7

91.4 94.6 93.5 95.9 94.2 91.7 97.3 92.8

1924 . 89.2 86.8 88.
0'

90.9 90.2 91.1 95.3 91.5 83.1 90.0

1925 : 91.7 89.5 88.6 94.3 91.2 90.2 83.8 90.0 95,2 90.3

1925 : 92.7 90.5 91.7 91.4 88.8 91.3 95.1 95.5 96.3 92.2

1927
; 91.1 88.0 90.4 92.0 DO '7 88.6 87.5 90.5 93.5 90.0

1928 ; 92.4 86.9 87.5 89.9 89.1 92.9 77.2 92.3 92.4 87.9

1929 : 92.3 90.8 91.5 92.3 89.2 90.3 90.7 92.9 87.8 90.8

1930 . 90.5 86.2 80.6 83.9 81.6 60.3 75.8 81.5 85.1 81.8

1931 : 82.1 30.5 75.9 72.9 75.6 72.1 65.1 59.7 75.5 73.8

1932 : 73.8 72.9 54.1
.

.
58 .

8

65.1 59.2 54.3 60.2 66,2 52.7

1933 . 75.8 74.5 69.4 50.6 59.1 64,2 55 .

9

53.5 69.2 66.2

1934 . 80.9 7P.3 70.4 59.7 77.6 73.2 51.1 55.8 77,2 70.6

1935 85.5 82 .

3

.
85.8

'

78 .

7

81.9 78.9 7vV.7 78.8 84.5 80.8

1935 90.4 88.5 89.8, 81.8 84.1 75 .

5

77.5 83.1 91.4 84.0

1937 95.0 94.4 95.0 86.6 93.4 90.7 85.7 88.8 93.2 90.8

1938 87.4 86.7 86.6 84.6 85.8 63.4 78.2 82.4 81.2 83.8

1939 89.9 85.3 87.3 81.9 67.9 89.7 78.2 80,3 85.4 84.6

Continued
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Farm Ip-bnr: Supply and Denani Statisticc, "by Geographic Divisions,

"july 1, 1923-39 1/ (Continued)

SUPPLY A? L PKRC>:I-:T>.GE of DEMJi-Kr (P^.CIINTAC-:^ OF NOBJ'AL)

. Nev? Middle ?-'.-.t West Soii.t}i
*

1
Fa-t , \7cst

: Moun-
[Pacific

United
Year

\ "En^?- .'>.tl an- North North Atl>an-
j
?onth South

: tain
: States

[ land tic Cinttal Central tic .Central , Central.

1923 81.2 77.8 73.9 90.2 30.3 82.9 96.1 98.8 90.8 85.3
1924 98 .y 94 .

1

101 .2 iOo. o OC , O J 1 . 5

1925 99 .

9

93.9 104.4 103.2 93.4 '100.4 112.3 110.6 103.3 102.2

1926 97.5 ni.9 104.5 94.5
.
95.4 95.7 99.4 101.5 97.

1927 95.3 100.0 104.8 97.3 it'O.O 102.4 107.0 107.0 101.3
1923 104.2 104.7 107.5 108. R 100.0 ^4.3 121.2 106.5 109.3 105.7
1929 . 9?.7 98.2 99.1 103.5 102.5 iqi.o 101.9 104.6 113.9 102.4

1930 115.4 11-;. 5 135.7
1931 135.1 137.6 152.5
1932 179.3 158.5 204.1
1933 . 154.4 155.0 175.7
1934 123.9 131.3 157.3

1935 113.7 115.9 112.5
1936 1 97.7 94.5 ?5.3
1937 . 83.3 76.1 fl.3
1938 i 108.5 100.5 107.5
1939 J 97.3 102.3 104 .

1

125.5
153.2
215.6
199.8
1^9.9

123.0
111.4
97.8

108.7
112.1

122.5
139.9
175.9
157.0
122.3

115.4
10-. 5

102.7
95.0

122 .

8

14^.1
201^.2

159.\&

135.4
\

115.1
115.5

.

7

1D4".9

92.5

137.5
168.7
231.9
203.0
178.9

129.9
120.3
105.1
.,117.8

\14.3

136.8
175.6
219.3
199.1
17.-^.1

125.6
105.7
101.6
119.7
121.0

127.5
158.9
200.2
179.5
140.5

115.7
98.1
99.

5

128.4
118.3

127.6
152.2
199.2
177.5
149.6

118.9
105.7
31.3
110.1
105.9

]_/Hevised for dater, prior to July' 1 , .

193'

.

'

0.:

The new series of indey n-'umh^rs oi fariri wag'e rates has "been -adjusted for nor-

mal senscnal variation. These adjusted fi.gures, tosether^with the unadjusted index

nuinlDers are c-'hov/n fron Jrimi-^ry 1923 to July 1333 in the t.-ribl-e^ on pa^je 9 . of this re-

port. Seasonal adjustment factors were determined on thv h^isiVof the average rela-

tionship of the quarterly indexes to the annual averages during th^ past 16 yerrs.

The factors so obtained were as follo'^^s: January, 96; April, 98; Jul^, 103; October
103. This relationship of the quarterly indexes to the annual averaqies appears to

have been fairly stable, ar.d examination of the series rf'vealing no appreciable trend

in these ratios since 192'-. Adjustments for seasonal variation were made by divid-

ing indexes of farm wage rates for each qiiarter by the seasonal adjustment factor

for the corresDonding date.

Farm Labor Surply a.nd Demrnd Ratios Revised

Included in this issue are revised fi^nires rn the su"Dply of and the demand for

farm labor, and supply-demand ratios as of July 1, from 1923 to date. Similar series

as of April 1 were published in the Fnrm Labor Report for April of this year. In all

of these series the number of hired vorkers v/as used as a weighting factor in place
of the 1920 Census nf Occupation data previously enplojTsd for this purpose in all
months

.

During the past 17 years, feports from farmers indicate th^^t there has seldom'

been an actual shortage of farm labor on July 1 for the country as a whole. The sup-
ply demand ratio on July 1 was belov; 100 only in 1923, 1924, 1926, and again in 1937.
From 1926 to 1932 the ratio increased steadily. At the peak in 1932, when thr- ratio
reached 199 percent, labor was very plentiful but jobs for hired workers were very
scarce because of the e-xtrem.ely low level of farr'; income. The July 1 ratio declined
steadily from 1932 to 1937 when it reached 91. It increased sharply in 1938 but again
declined slightly in 1939 as emnlo^ment in other ind-istries picked ux>.

- 11 - '
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(Exhibit "C")

UNITED STATE? DEPAET^^E1^T OF AGRICULTURE
Af?Ti cultural Marketing Service

Irareaii of Agricultural ?]conomics

Acreage of T:\Gcit, Oats end Corn for Gr-in, Harvested 'by Specified

Methods, and Custom Harvest and Labor Rates, 1938

Crop reporters of the Departnsnt of A;j;riculturc were circularized on Frbru-
ary 1, 1939 for information reliitivc to the methods of harvesting v;her.t and oats

for ^-rain; acreafi;e of corn for grain hr^rvested n-ith a picker; custom rates for

threshing and "combining" wheat and oats en'"''- f ^r- hcrvc^ting corja- uith, a picker-; labor
cost per bushel for husking corn by hand, and the amount of money paid and numi'er

of meals furnished hired day labor for harvesting small grains.

The inquiry was in response to requer-ts from various sources for detailed

information relative to the use of the combine-harvester-thresher, and corn picker,

and the cost of services and labor hired by farmers for harvesting their principal
grain crops. It is the first time that crop reporters furnished information rela-

tive to grain-harvesting methods and custom rates for harvesting corn with a mech-
anical corn picker, but 4 years earlier they had furnished information relative to

custom threshing rates, custom rates for combining, and the labor cost per bushel
of husking corn by hand.

Crop reporters were asked to furnish information applicable to their im-

mediate locality and the data apply to crops h-irvcsted in 193S only. Climatic con-

ditions, insect infestation, crop yields, and prices received by farmers for their
crops all affect to some extent harvesting methods and rates paid for hired ser-
vices and labor. For exajrrple, in som.e of the Great Plans States, because of grass-
hopper infestations in the summ.er of 1936, the use nf the combine-harvester- thresher
probably vns curtailed. Lov/ yields in some States were reflected in rela.tively-

high charges per bushel for threshing small grain and husking corn. On the other
hand, low yields tend to be reflected in low charges per acre for harvesting corn
with a picker and for harvesting sm.all- grains with a combine-harvester-thresher.
Lov/ yields and relatively low prices resv.lt in lov.' crop values per acre, and opera-
tors of machines for hire must of necessity consider this aspect, as v;ell as the

cost of operating the machine, in orriving o.t a custom rate for the use of their
machines.

Methods of Harvesting; Grain Crops

The results of the survey indicate that about 49 percent of the wheat acre-
age in 1938 was harvested with a" combine," about 47 percent with a binder, and
about 4 percent with the header, cradle, etc. The "combine" was used in all States
producing vjheat that were included in the survey, but its use was most prono^jjiced
along the Pacific Coast and in the hard winter wheat States of the Southern Great
Plains (tables 1 and 2), The binder was also used in all wheat-producing States.
It was used extensively in the major spring wheat States, the Cnrn Belt, and the
Eastern States.

- 13 -
Continued on page 17



Table 1.- Acreage of v/heat, oats and corn for grain harvested by-

specified methods, by States, 1938 ij

Wheat acreage Oat acreage ; Corn acreage

State
' haxvesjted with barve^ted^wj^tir : harve s t ed w i th

Goinbine \ Pinder
Taii other

:

Combine
:A11 other : mechanical

: me thods :

1 P ind er
: methods : picker

P p "P p p r) j-. p r* pn "h Percent Percent Percent P pT»/-» pn +

87 p . t; 86 9 1X

N.J. 24 73 1. 18 70 12 2

Pa. 5 92 p 4 91 3

Ohio ' 22 77 1X 14 85 1 12

Ind 30 69 TX 20 78 2 22
111

.

44 55 1X 22 77 1 43
Mi ch

.

15 84 ? / 9 89 2 5
Wiq 96 TX 3 95 2 5

Minn. 5 94 3 96 1 35

1 0W8 ' 28 72 s 91 1 35
Mo

.

22 76 p 9 82 9 2

T\r "Oak- 70 7 89 5 5
^ Dak < 19 71 X »„/ 2 96 2 18

»-JX 48 TX 6 92 2 4

P2 X V—

'

1 8 80 2 1

Del

.

1

1

X X 89 ? / —

^

95 2/ 2/
Md. 96 TX 2 92 6 2/

Va. 3 83 X 4 60 36 2/

W • Va. 1 58 2 35 63 2/

X X 67 22 12 . 44 44 2/

S 0 8 6? 50 7 53 40 2/

2/X X 45 44 7 41 52

p 7 3 62 35 2

'P p n 7*1 A o 9 5 71 24
Ala. 2? 43 10 18 72

ivi i s s 23 19 58 2/"

Ark, 121 X*^ 58 20 4 41 55

La

.

26 22 52 2/
Okla. 70 28 2 10 84 6

Tex. 82 18 2/ 18 73 q

Mod "t" 40 c; 10 81 Q

2/Idaho 40 57 3 25 73 2

Wvn»v ^ u . 32 8 7 80 13 2

w X U •
4-1 15 7 86 7 4

iv . IVi t!A . 37 5 15X kJ 74 11 2/

Ar i z

.

; 93 7 2/ 22 78

Utah : 41 56 3 6 94 2/" —

Nev, 63 24 13 47 53

Wash. ; 83 14 3
,

35 59 6

Or eg. 78 21 1 37 61 2 2/"

Calif. 95 4 3/ _ JiZ__ 3/

U.S. 4/ 49 47 4 10 83 .7 13

1/No information relative to

New England States or Florida,
tion relative to ther^e practice

States included in the study,
the United States harvested whe
acreage of oats and corn for gr

the above harvesting practices wa,fe obtained in the

2/Less than one-half of one percent. 3/No inforraa-

s was obtained. 4/United States average based on

The report in??; Statf s had more than 99.9 percent of

at acreage and about 99.0 percent of the harvested

ain in 1938.

_ 14.-



( IxhilDit "C" )

Tabic 2.- Acreage of wheat, oats and corn for ^rain harvested "by

specified methods, 'by freorraphic divisions, 1938' jL/

Division

7 -.eat acreage
"nnrvested with

Combine' 'Binder
:A11 otlpr: ^ , . : ,

Conbine Pinaer
: inetnoap: :

Oat acreage : Corn acreage

har^vefsted wit^h_ 'harvested T/ith

All othey. mechanical
methods : "Dicker

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

K.Atl. 8 90 2 5 88 7 3

E.N. Cent. 30 69 1 14 84 2 28

17. N. Cent. 48 40 4 7 91 2 19

So.-^tl. 6 76 18 8 48 44 2/

E.S.Cent. 7 C5 8 10 39 51 2/
W.'S.Cent. 75 24 1 12 50 28 2/
Mount. 50 44 6 11 81 8 3

Pa.cif ic 84 14 2 37 50 3 2/

U.S. 49 47 4 10 83 7 13

1/ Averages for States reporting - See table 1,

2/ Less than one-half percent of average.

Table 3.- Ifheat, oa.t9. and corn; Oistom harvest and labor rates,
by geographic divisions, 1938

Divi "^i nn

C^-istora rate
per acrr

for C0Tnb_ir4ng_

Custom ratp
pf^r Taishel

for threshing?

Wheat Oat! tlTheat Oata

Custom
rate per
;acre for

;

mechani-
cal corn
•picker

Oistom. rr-fe :-^-inount paid and

Tier bur.hel :neals furnished

for husking cornJ hired day labor

by hand from :fo^ harvesting
Standing: , ; snail grains
^, ^ Shock ^~~"T.

—
^

—
btalk : : : J^ieals

•Eollars Dollars Cents Cents Dollars Cents Cents Dollars IJi.imber

N.En.-. 9.2 7.0 8.3 2.20 1.3

M.Atl. 3.30 3.20 6.2 4.5 3.70 4.8 5.7 2.20 1.6

E.N.Cent. : 2.30 2.25 5.5 3.3 2.20 4.4 6.1 2.20 1.6

7. K. Cent. : 1.90 2.20 6.8 3.3 2.00 4.4 4.7 2.45 2.7

So.Atl.l/ ! 2.60 2 . 65 5.4 4.8 2.80 4.2 5.1 1.50 1.6

S.S.Cent. : 2 . 55 2.40 8.1 5.8 2.10 3.5 4.5 1.30 1.2

W.S.Cent. : 1.55 2,lj 8.3 4.7 4.7 5.5 1.75 1.9

Mount. : 1.95 2 . 45 6.7 4.7 2 . 35 5.9 6.2 2.50 2.5
Pacificl/ ; 2 . 35 3.15 6.8 4.7 6.7 7.3 3.10 1.9

U.S. 1/ : 1.90 2.30 6.6 3.6 2.10 4.3 5.S 2.30 2.3

JL/Aver^^gGs for States reporting - See table 4.



Table 4.- TTneat, oats ^nd corn: Custom harvest and labor rates, by States,
193.9

Cnstom rate om rate : CMstoiT, Guatom rite : Amount paid and
per acre per bushel ;rate per per bushel : meals furnished

State for combining for threshing ;3ci'e lor for huskms gorn : hired day labor
— — — — — — — — — — — — _. :r.echani- b" hand from ;for harvesting

WhePt : 0-ts Wheat : Oats ; c.nl corn St-aiidi n^:
.Shock

: small grains
• : pick 61' stelk : '• Meals

Dollars Dollars Cents Cents Dollar s Gents Cents Dollars Number
Me. 1/ 1/ Q 7.6 1/ - 5.7 2.10 1.3
il.H. 1/ 1/ - S.B T /

1/ - 7.5 2.65 .8

Vt. i 1/ 1/ - 5.5 T / - 7.6 2.20 1.4
Mas s

.

1/ 1/ - 7.0 1/ - 8.2 2.85 .3-

R. I. 1/ 1/ - 8.5 1/ - 8.0 2.50 .8

Conn. - iZ M -
- B.5

1 /

1/ - 9.0 2.90 1.1

N.Y. .3.15 3.15 5.3 4.8 4.50 5.8 6.1 2.25 1.4

N.J. 3.9o 3.85 10.3 6.9 4.60 5.8 7.4 2.90 Q
« ^

Pa.
, 3»20 3 . lo 5.9 4.2 3. 60 4.5 5,4 2.10 1.8

Ohio . 2.50 2.50 5.8 3.7 2.50 4.8 6.5 2.15 1.6

Ind. , 2.20 2,15 5.8 3.5 2.25 4.5 6.7 2 .25 1.2

111. : 2.20 2.10 5.3 2.7 2.15 4.2 5.9' 2.45 1.6

Mich. , 2,65 2.65 5.3 3.8 2.75 4.4 5.4 2.10 2.0
Wis

.

; 2.6.5 2.65 5.1 3.4 2.40 4.7 5.3 1.90 2.6

Minn. ' 2.20 2.20 5.3 3.1 1.95 4.9 5.8 2.55 3.3
Iowa <o »

3

2.35 5.2 2.7 2.05 4.2 5.8 2.45 2.2

Mo. 2.30 2.25 6.1 3.6 1 .70 3.8 5.6 1.75 1.5

N.Dak. : 1.50 1.90 9.0 5.4 1.95 6.-7 8.1 2.35 3.4
S.Dak. 1.70 1.95 6.2 3.5 1.65 5.9 7.5 2.30 2.9

rlebr. ; 2.05 2.10 3.5 1.85 4.5 5,5 2.40 2.5
Kans_^ 1.85 _ 2.05_ . 6.6 4_.2,_ l_i.95 4.0 5.4 _ 2^75 2.4

Del

.

: 2.75 2.75 7.1 5.0 — 4.1 6.3 2.15 1.6

Md. : 2.70 3 . 00 6.1 4.5 — 4.2 7.0 2.05 2.2

Va. ; 2.85 3.20 5.9 4.4 — 4.6 5.0 1.55 1.8

W. Ya. : 2.60 2.75 6.2 4.6 4,3 5.0 1 . 45 1.9

N. C. 2.90 2.60 5.1 4.1 4.2 4.5 1 .40 1.6

b . 0* ! 2.80 2 . 75 8.7 4.8 3.7 3.8 1.20 .9

(j-a. 2.65 2.50 8.9 5.3 4.0 5.0 1.20 1.2

-c X a , .

_ J-L _ _ _iZ _ -_ _ l/_ _ l/_ 4,9
_

Ky. , 2. 55 2.35 8.3 5.'l 2.05 "
~3T4~

~ " 477~
" ~

i.ro' 1.1

T'enn. ; 2.55 2.65 7.9 5.3 ** 3.2 4.1 1.15 1.2

Ala. : 2.30 2.25 9.3 c; o •— 4.0. - 1 . 05 1.4

Miss. • 2.45 - 7.1 3.

5

- .90 1.1

Ark. ; 1.90 1..75 7.5 4.7 — 4.1 4.6 1.20 1.1

Xia. ; 3.90 6.1 — 4.5 - 1.10 1.2

Okla. : 1.70 1.85 8.0 4.4 — 4.1. 5.7 1.95 2.1

T^x. L i-40 9.3_ 4^9_ ^ _4^1 5.7 l._60

Mont

.

: 1.80 1.85 7.3 4.7 — 8.7 9.0 2.65 3 . G

Idaho : 2.60 2.75 5.8 4.6 — 5.8- 8.0 2.55 2.:2

Vv'y-)

.

: 2.00 2 . 35 5.8 4.2 1.60 6.8 • 7.0 2.10 2.2

Colo

.

: 1.95 2.75 6 ,

5

5.0 .
2.<;o 5.3 6.0 , 2,20 1.9

IT,!.:ex. : 1.40 2.60 7.9 5.5 — O • t- 6,0 1.75 2.1

A.rlz. ! 3.15 2.85 10.0 7.0 *- 2.40 1.0

Utah : 2.40 2.80 5.7 5.5 ~* 7.0 2.60 1.1

j^ej, L 4.10_ _ 3.75_ 10.0 ._ o__ r _ 2^45 2.7

: 2.40 2.75 7.3 .1 Q- • 1-

~
"7T5~

"
3.25 2.4

: 2.25 3.40 5.7 4.4 7.5 2.60 1.9

Cal if

.

L 2.35_ 9.0 _ _!/_ __!/__ _iZ 3 . 35 1.3_ _

: 1.90 2 . 30 6.6 3.6 2.10 "
'

4.3 5.8 2.30 2.3

l^/llo -in-formschinn available. 2/Average for States reporting.



(SxhiMt "C")

Farmerc use the "combinr^" o:.ily to a liinitel extent for harvc.ntintr oats.

For the country as a whole only about 10 percent of the acreage was "combined,"

83 percent cut vith a binder, and 7 percent har\'es;tod by all other mpthods. The

use of tho con:bino v/a3 most prono''anc?d in the Pacific Northt/est, but even here it

was used lest-; tnon the binder. Farmerc usually prefer oat straw over v/heat straw

and strew fror. other s.r.all f-,vB.ir\s, and ir. order to obtain ;iufficient ptraw for

their need:; a relatively hi^h -DerccntcLf-e of thv oo-ts is harvested with a binder.

Use of the nechanical corn picker i--7 knovn to have b' cn rapidly increar-ing

in recent years. The picker io used lergely in the- Corn Belt, especially in

Illinois, lov/a, and Minnesota V7here hybrid corns are planted most extensively.

For the country as a v/hole only about 13 percent of the acreage of corn harvested
for grain in 1938 wns harvested with a picker. O'ving to the high corn yields in

the States using the picker to the greatest extent, it is probable thr.t about 20

percent of the total prod\iction of corn for gr;nn wns harvested v/ith a picker.

Cuotom Rates f^^r Hnrvep.ting

Oistom rates for harvesting r/hcnt v;ith a combine-harvester-thresher varied
from about $4 per acre to about 351.40 pr-r acre in the different States. The higher

rates were reported in seme of the rest'.-rn States, where nuch of the v/hent is

grown under irrigation, and in the Ivliddle Atlantic States (table 3 and 4). In the

States with the high "combine rates," fields usually tend to be of snail size and

wheat yields and wage rates are materially abo-'e the average of the country.
Custon rates per acre for "Goinbiniug" were rela^tively low in the G-reat Plains,
especially in the Southern G-reat Plains States. Factors contributing to the low
custom rates in these areas were the large level fields, lov/ vheat yields, and small

returns from wheat. Low returns from wheat which resulted fron low yields and rel-
atively low prices were reflected in custon rates as low as $1 per acre for comb-
ining" in sore instances. I21 most States the custon-conbine rate for "combining"
oats varied but little from the whe^t rate.

Custon rates for threshing v/heat and cats varied appreciably in different
States. Many factors contributed to this, but v;age ra^tes,- yields p-^r acre, and
amount of grain available for stationary threshers were probably of chif^f im-
portance. In some States, especially the Svuth Atlantic and East South Central
Stat-^s, reports shov/ that snne farmers gave fron 5 to 10 bushels of grain for each
100 bu hels threshed a? toll for threshing. In computing the thrcshin^; charge in
these States the money value of the grain paid as tnll y/d.s used as a threshing-
rate. In most States thvj rate per bushel for threshing oats was usually from 30
to 45 percent below the v/heat rate.

Custon rates for harvesting corn with a corn picker varied in different
States from less than $2 to more than $4 per acre. In the States where the corn
picker was used most extensively, the State average was usually around $2 to $2,50
per acre. Custom rates for the corn picker usually follov/ fairly closely custom
rates for harvesting small grains vith a conbine-harvester- thr^^sher in the sane
State.

In most of the Corn Belt States and to a. lesf; extent in other States an
ap-preciable part of the corn crop is harvested by contract labor at a specified
rate per bushel. In the principal eorn-producing States, the rate for husking corn

- 17 - Contin^aed on page 18



from the standing-: st.i.lk "by hcnd usur>lly ranged frcri 4 tr. 5 cents a "bushel. Rates
lin other Stiites .-iri-.^d appreciably, and v.'ere high-'-st in States where day uage
rates tend to l-p ':ii5,"A, "b-'.it were also nhove th? over.'igc in most States that had
lev; corn yields. Rates for hu.^-kini^ fror. the shock v;ere usually fron 25 to 40
percent hic^her than v.-ere rates for hacking fron the standing stalk. Spreads
"belTreon the rates tended to narrov/ 77hen corn yieldr v.'ere "below overage.

Money, wage's ;^"id hired In'bor for harvesting ?--all grains averaged around
$2.30 per dny for the cou.ntry a whclc. In additli n to the n^ney, harvest
v/orkers received an aver;:ge of 2.3 neals per day. 'Ihe nrney trage rate ranged
fron less than $1 per day to '-ore than $3 per day in different States. Except
in the South, however, v/agc rates v?ere generally in excess of per day. Nun-
her of neals inclading lijjiches furnished per day ranged fron three or nore in

North Dakota, Minnesota, and Montana to less than one neal in r.one of the East-
ern Strtes. Harvest labor in sone States, especially in the nnjor v;heat States,

is rather highly specialir.ed. In fnese States highly skilled labor such as

tractor and conbine operators usuall?/ receive wages appreciably above the average.

.-IS-



EXHIBIT - D

UNITED STATES DEPiiHTI.^ENT OF AGRIOJLTUHE
Agriciij. *.-Ti'?'l l-.'-rk ctinj-: Service

Wrsshington, D. C.

Octoher i:^, 19:^9

Farv A'ag^ Rate I noex
UnchangcD SiN':e July t

Farm wrge rntes averaged nbo"'.it the pnme on Octobpr 1 as 3 months

earlier, the A^rricultural MerVreting Sorvic^^ reported todny. At 126 T)ercent

of its 1910-1 i averrjie tn^ -'^age i)idc-x was unchanged d'xring the third quarter

and the srjiif as a year a^o.

Hirt-d hands received an average of 51.57 per dviy without "board on

f.. firrt of this raontn, or a little less than the natior.al average of $1.59

a yerr earlier. Day v/o^-er; VJvri'.'d Y/idely througViout the cc"Antry, however,

with October rates ranging froTi 86 cents in South Carolina to per day

in New Hampshire.

The supnly of v'orkcrs av;\ilahle for hire in ruml areas was slight-

ly larger tris month than on July 1 despite thc^ rather general increa:^e in

employment in manuf '^ctur ing industries. Report;- received from crop corre-

spondents as to the .I'^'hor sxroply averaged 90.4 percent of normal on Octoher

1 as comp'^red v;ith 89,5 percent 3 monthr- (":ariier. Less help was a.voilahle

than a yerj" ago, however, when the lahor supply averaged 91, r percent of

normal,

^ith siz^.hlo fail crop'o h;; ing harve?ted and farm income up, the de-

mand for hired fnrm labor v/as omev/h.-it higher than a yenr <igo. Reports on

demajid averaged £3,4 percent of normal on the first of th.is month, or 2.3

points higher th.-m on October 1, 1938. Demand still aver:^ged somewhat lower

than on July 1 in many sections of the country, find especially in the South

T/here cotton picking was reported to be nearing completion semev;hat earlier

than usual

.



The ratio of Inbor supply to the deip.nnd for workers as of Octo'ber 1

wan a little lov/er than ri year ngo, rv-ra^-rinv; 108.4 percent of ntirmal on the

first of this month or A.c points lesc than on Octooer 1, 19r^8. Increases

in industrial employment proDfihly accounted for the most of this dpcreose.

Factory employment avera^^-ed 96 percent of its 1923-25 level in August of

this year (the latest m.onth for -.'hich data are availnhle) as cf^m-O'-^red with

9 2 in Octo'ber of last year.

Shortages of form lahor were indicated, hov/ever, in only a fev; areas.

The demand for laoor v;as reported in excess of the si;"Dt)ly in severfd of the

Nev/ Enfjland StatL'S and Tlon.e; the S- stern Seahoard from rennsyl'^a-^ia to

Georgia. A confidemhle siirplus of vz-^rkers wns rcDorted, on the other h- nd,

in NehrBska and Kansas, the arer-s ir'.est seri.'-usly affi-ctpd h;-' the Inte s-am-

mer drought.

Fiarn Employmen t Do v/n fmm Year Agjo

Farm pmployment increased duriii^'; Seiotemher hut the secondary p^ak

reached on October 1 v/as still considerr-hly helov the n"i^''ber nf -oerscns

working on July 1 of this yerr. T}ie tctr-l n-.mbtr of persons employed -m

f't-'rms on the first of this month v:i\b uf.timated at ll,8'^c,000 as compared

with 12,215,000 on July 1, nnd 12,054-, 000 a year ago. This v/as the lowest

Octoher 1 totr.l estimcated during th-.- 14-yer;r n:-'riod covered b.v the record.

Corn huskin/;' wr.s just heginiiing in many North. .>rn Sta.tes on the

first of this month, while cotton picking was nearing completion in the

southern portion of the Or t ton Belt. Dry soil hindered seeding of winter

grains in many Winter Vi'hef.t States, wliile rains deloyed the sugar-hoet

harvest in some h. et areas. Pototo-diggins; wos rather generol in most of

the large ^tates hut wnr: not y(--t in full swing in Id-ho. The apple hi.rvest

was well along in the Northeast. Continued on page 5.
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UIJITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AgricultMral M?irketing Service

E.xhibit "D"

FAEM WAGE RATES i-JJL REIATED DATA, UNITED STATES, OCTeBER 1. 1939

J^QMMJSp;i_S
Annual : j^^^.,

: average : ^933
: 1910-14 :

FARM WAGE INDEX:

Unadjusted
Adjusted for seasonality

100
100

129
125

125
122

126
122

126

122

FARM WAGE RATES*: :

Per month, with "board : $22,09
Per mcnth, without board : 29.18
Per day, v/ith board : 1.16
Per d^iy, without board : 1.42

$28.95
37.28
1 . 38

1.63

$28.25
36 . 09

1 . r.6

1.59

$28.18
36.26
1 . 36

1.59

$28.28
35.13
1.35
1.57

SUPPLY OF Ai«ID DEI'/IAIiTD i'OR FARM LABOR: :

(Percenta£:e of normal) :

Supply :

Demand :

Supply as a percentage of demand...:
•

FARM EMPLCYMEl'JT: •

(Thousands of persons) ;

Family labor :

Hired labor
Combined :

RELATED INDEXES:

Prices received by farmers 1/
Ratio of prices received to

farm wage rr.tes

Indu trial wr^ge rates 3/
Industrial employment 5/
Industrial pay rolls 5/

100

100

92.3
8.-^.8

110.1

9,321
.3,152

12,473

95

74
205
85
71

91.6
81.1
112.?

8,896
3,158

IF, 054

75

212
92

84

89.6
84.6

105.9

S-,124

3,091
12,215

89

71

213
94
64

90.4
83.4
108.4

8,864
3,022

11,886

2/98

78
4/ 217

1/ 96

4/ 96

l/As of the 15th of the month.
2/Sept. 1939 - latest dato available.
3/Average weekly earnings. New York State factories, June 1914 « 100.

4/Aug. 1939 - latest data available.
5/Bureau of Labor Statistics indexes for manufacturing industries, revised

1923-1925 a 100.
* Revised.

Based on reports from approximately 21,389 correspon:^ ents . The d^ta for

previous quarters, by Stfites, appe-'T in Crops 'ind Markets for January, April,
July and October.

- 3 "



F-'Trn ws^e rntes and related data, "by geographic divisions,
October 1, 19-'^.9, with comporisons

GeograTDhic a-Pra-e •

^^'-^^''^
' •

°'^''^* ^'
•

'^^'^'^'^
•

•

division
: 1510-14 *. ^^-^^

!
^^'"^^

i

^^^^
i

1^^"

Dollai-p jcllara r'ollars Dollars Dcllarr.

riiPavl WAGE EaTES

Per month with board
New England 24. 18 53.40 31 .83 32 .96 33 .52

Middle Atlantic 2*^

.

25 30.05 29 .42 29 .23 29 .37
East North Central 23. 75 29 . 91 29 .74 29 .57 29 . 75

West North Central 26

.

32 29.47. . SS .83 29 .05 28 .89

South Atlrmtic 14. 62 17.06 16 .41 16 .89 16 .86

East South Central 14. 71 15.93 15 .68 16 • '-'•7 16 .08

West South Central 17. 35 19.39 19 .19 19 .19 18 . 98

Mountain 32. 48 37.37 '^B .84 37 .24 35

Pacific 33. 45 44.19 41 .83 43 .18 44 . 79

Per month "without board
New England 37. 70 57.25 55 .13 57 .24 58

Middle Atlantic 33. 41 46. 45 .83 45 .55 45 .62
East North Central 32 . 80 41 .91 , 41 .6,8 41 .71

'est North Central 36. 86 39,'82 39 .20 39 .19 39 .55

South Atlantic 20. 97 25.11 24 .^0 2o . 17 24 .80

East Soutn Central 20. 80 2 3. 05 22 .66 23 • O .81

West Soutn Central 24. 93 28.37 27 .86 2 1' .45

Mountain 46. 42 53. 53 52
*~1 Pi.29 rz '"7

.54 . o4

Pacific 48

.

16 65 .96 .Oo .

/™ /
.O'i C ( . U4

Per day with board
New England 1. 27 1.84 1 .84 . 79 1 .04^

Middle Atlantic 1. 24 1.79 1 .78 1 .74 1 .7^

East North Centred 1. 31 1.66- 1 .65 1 .-&6 1 .67

"^est North Central 1. 46 1.56 1 .57 1 .58

South -Atlantic 81 .89 .87 .90 .88

East South Central 81 .80. .77 .81 .77

"'est South Central 98 -.99 .97 1 .00 1 .00

Mountain 1. 50 1,74 1 .81 1 .75 1 .72

Pacific 1. 49 2.10 2 .02 2 .00 2 .02

Per day without board
New England 1.71 2 . 62 2 . 58 2.71 2.70
Middle Atlantic 1.53 2.37 2.39 2 . 33 2 . 3c"

East North Centr.-l 1.68 2.16 2 . 16 2.15 2.17

West North Central 1.88 2.09 2.12 2.05 2.11

South Atlantic 1.05 1.19 1.16 1.20 1.19

East South Central 1.05 1.03 1.03 1.04 1.03

West South Central 1.25 1.28 1.24 1.26 1.24

Mountain 2.05 2.31 2.33 2.34 2.27

Pacific 2.06 2.78 - 2.71 2.70 2.79



Exhibit "D"

Farm wage rates and related data, by geographic divisions,
October 1, 193?, vith corroar ison?.

Geographic
;
July 1

;
Oct. 1

;
July 1, Oct, 1,

' July 1.
' Oct. 1

division ;
1937

;
1937

;
1938 1938 1939 * 1939

SUPPLY Or Y^iRM LABOR (Percenta^-je of normal)
New England 79.1 83.2 94.9 90.5 87. 5 88 .2

Middle Atlantic 71.8 71.1 87.1 87.9 87.3 88.5
East North Central 77.2 77.2 93.1 91 .

3

90.9 89.9

West North Central ?4.7 87.2 92.0 92.2 91.8 92.5
South Atlantic 7?. 3 76.6 83.1 87.9 84.4 84.-1

East South Centrr.l SI. 4 77.9 87.5 85.5 83.0 88.1
West South Central 90.1 33.5 92.1 91 .

1

89 .4 91.3

Mountain 90.2 88.0 98.5 97 7 ^7 2 95.

Pacific 92.7 90.5 104.3 104.

0

101 .0 OG ^ 0

DEMAND FOk Fr^i LAEOS (Percentage of normal)
New England 95.0 94.4 87.4 87.4 89.9 88.1

Middle Atlantic 94.4 93.7 So.

7

67.0 85.3 S6.3
East North Central 95.0 94 .9 86.6 85 .0 87.3 87.5

West North Central '36.6 83.3 84.6 77.2 81.9 79.9
South Atlantic 93.4 94.6 85.8 81.3 87.9 86.6
East So^ith Central 90.7 93.4 83.4 81 .

1

09.7 81.6

West South Central Go. 7 90.4 78.2 76 .9 78.2 76.3
Moi.mtain 8"-.B 86.2 82.4 62.3 ^0.3 83.6
Pacific 93.2 95.8 -1.2 79 2 85.4 87.7

SUPPLY AS A PERCEjJTA:E 0? DEtixvITI (Fercentaq e of norn
New England •33.3 8-'.l 108.6 lOr^.. 5 97.3 100.1
Middle Atlantic 76.1 75.9 ion. 5 101.0 102.3 102.5
East North Central J1.3 107.5 106 .2 104.1 102 .6

West North Central 97.3 10 ".
. 7 i08.7 119.4 112.1 115.8

South i>-tlantic 81..0 102.7 108.1 ^6.0 97.5
East South Centrrl 8 3 ,

4

104.^ 106.7 92.5 108.0
""est South Central 105.1 92.- 117.8 ll'"^ 5 114.3 11" .7

Mountain 101.6 102.1 119.7 ]. 1 3 .

7

121.0 114 .6

Pacific 99 .

5

94.5 128.-^ 131 .

3

1

1

. 3 113.9

FARM EMPLOYMENT (Thou '^ands of persons)
Total family and h ir ed

New England 2:31 264 284 268 277 265
Middle Atlantic 720 649 719 633 728 625
East North Centrnl 1,665 1 , 558 1,68-- X , .. ._ x i. , - X J- 1 , 516
West North Central 1,959 1 , 714 1,942 1 7^'l± , f - ± X , ^' yJ'J

South Atlantic 2,439 2 , 459 2 , 574 2,380 2 , -158 2,353
East South Central 2,048 2,276 2,010 2,176 2,027 2,124
West South Central 2,170 2,143 2,177 2,118 2,191
Mountain 53 B ^x37 527 50C 501 493
Pacific 543 555 586 622 590 574

- 5 -
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Farm wage rates and related data, "by geogrpphic divisions,

Octo"ber 1, 1939, v»ith cojnpariscnr; (continued)

Geographic
division

uUX^v X
,

1 d < ^ 1

UC t. , X
,

Tn 1 -r 1
'

dUX.y' X
, V C 1/ « X

,

X ^ 00

U X J~J X • Oct.l
• 1939J- J \^

FAEli KMPLOYlvIElJT

Family la.bor •

New England 17.6 153 175 158 172 166

Middle Atlantic 461 404 458 401 469 403

"Sast North Central 1,24,9 1,145 1,261 1,139 1,209 1,128

West North Central 1 , 486 1 , 302 1,459 1,329 1 , 437 1,305
Smith A'tl^intir* 1 , 920 1 , 819 1 , 970 1 , 784 1.859 1,757

East South Central 1,762 1,954 1,749 1 ! 357 1,742 1,839

West South Central l,6rl 1 . 742 1,633 1,615 1,601 1,553

Mountain 328 287 309 286 305 264

Pacific
! 311 3.17 307 318 330 319

Hired lahor
New England ! 105 101 109 102 105 99

Middle Atlantic 259 245 261 232 259 222

East North Central 417 413 427 412 402 388

West North Central : 473 412 483 412 458 440

South Atlantic : 559 640 604 596 599 586

East South Central : 285 322 261 319 285 0 r* c285

West South Central : 549 537 510 551 517 558

Mountain : 210 200 218 220 195 209

Pacific : 232 338 279 304 260 255

Continued fron prige 2.

The number of .farm family workers (including farm operators) employed nt

these and other seasonal Jobs on October ' 1 wns estima.ted nt 8,864,000 persons ^^s

compared with 9,124,000 on the first of July and 8,896,000 on October 1 of last

year. Approximately 3,022,000 hired hands were v/orking on frrms October 1. This

was only 69,000 less than on July 1,: but about l."6,000 fewer hands than a year

earlier.

The farmer's abrility to pry hired workers inrirnved sone"'''hat from July 1 to

October 1 in vie^'' of the sh.'.rp rise in farm product price-"-. The ratio of prices

received by farmers to farm wage ratr->s on tho first of this m.onth, hov/ever , was

still only about 78 percent of the 1910-14 average, althoiigh 7 points up since

July 1 and 4 points hi.gher than in October of last year.

_ A _



Exhibit "D"

Farm wo.ge rates and related data, by States, October 1, 1 939

• Per month Per da^'
Supply of and dernn.nd

_ _ _ _ _ «
_for _f£^rm 1 ab 0

r

btate • vr 1 Zn • v/XbiiOuT/ TTith
'

Without : Supnly as :Deriia3id as : Supply as

' bot'^rd • DOBrCl board boord :percentage:percenta,s;e:percentage
: of normal : of normal :of demand

— — — — — -

, L/U X X c i b 'J X a. t - 0

, „

Dcllnr

s

_

Dollars Percf?nt p

Ma.ine sn p 1.75 2 . 35 on C Z7 1 01XWX

N H , '7-: 7=
I • Wl 2.15 3.00 fi7 RQ 98

Vt. • iCi fin
; OKI . uu A7T: f . OW 1.75 2.45 00 Q1 Q1Z/ X

Mas s •
. '2'z 7=;

' OO • f o fi"^ 7=;DO. f D 1.95 2.85 PQ RP 1 0°

F I ; oo . f o DO. WW 2.05 2.95 QQ R6OW X X

Owl .
K nnDO. wu 1.90 2.90 P7 v70 04,

Ka« » •
A.P< nnfO . WW 1.75 2 . .35 C ZJ

K .

' .
Rn0 - . ow l.?5 2.50 PP "1 07X' ' 1

Pa. 1.75 2.30 0 w 87 00

Ohio ' P7* nn
> /Z f ^ WW An nn-W . I yW 1.70 2.15 G 0 99

Ind

.

7p nn. WW 1,55 2.00 QOC? W 88 102

111. k OO . V .

4'^ =S0Tt. . WW 1.80 3 . 30 PQ R8 1 01X WX

Mich." 1 ^nT. 0 . OW 1 . 70 2.25 0 RP 1 01X ^ yX

"is. no 1.55 2.05 RR T 09X 37

Iv'inri

.

^1 no- r . WW 1.35 RS
'

T 09

Iowa O - ? « *. ''^ l.C-O 2.35 Q 0̂ QO T 06

Mo. "^1 ^nox . oW 1.15 1.45 R7 R? 1 0*^X \7 w

N.Dak. po 7:=;0 - • r »_ d'\ on•4:0 . WW 1.60 2.30 • 93 74 126

S.Dak'. AT ^n 1.60 2.10 C J 1 ?7X*- 1

Neb r
.

'

2 -T 00 nOO'.v . 0 w 1 . 35 l.SO QA 6? X t--"

Zans

.

24.25 35 nO 1.40 1.90 QA 58 133
Del. 25, 00 3h 00 1.60 2 . 10 X gp, 96

Md. 2"^ -0
•./ « 'JW 1 . 50 1.95 X 94 97

Va. Pj "0 '^O 7S 1.10 1 . 50 0 X R7 9o

l.Ya. 0<-^ .CO 1.05 1.50 0 ^> 0^ 1 f56

N. C. 1 7 7t .95 1.20 P7 7 X Q6

S.C. .50 .85 7R R4 97

Ga. 1 P 00X 0 .WW .70 .'90 P7 op

Fla. 1 7 r •

:

p'7 -n .85 1.25 87 T 1 4X X t:

Ky

.

?1 00 p- -'' P=) 1 . 00 1 .30 8 84 1 04X

Tenn. 1 7 00 P4. =^0 .80 1.05 y 1 R4 1 OPx \ ^w

AlG.
:

1 "•^ 7- 1 Q =^0X-/ . >./W .65 .90 s 7
CS f

7Q n '1 0X -1-

w

Mi ss . ; 14 00XT., V/Vy 2 0 00^ W . WW .70 P7 PO 1 no

Ark. :
16 00X'.^ • \J\J r.^ . 0 0 .80 1.05 77 X Xo

La. 1 p^X 0 . 0w PP 7=^ .80 1.10 a nC I
P R 1 OPXwo

Ok]. A.
; ^W . f w '^o 00OW .WW 1.15' 1.45 7/1 1 P7Xrf '

Tex. PT nnox. WW "xn nnOW • WW 1.10 1 .
;-'0 G A 7"^

Xi:.^

Mont . ; 0^ • ^^w -.^ 7~ 2.05 2.70 y 0 pn5w 1 POX<oW
Idaho !

4.nTrW . OW ' jC . ~U 2.00 2 . 55 10.3 P7 TIPXXc
Wyo . ;

"^7 onOf. WW no^J*T . vjw 1 . 70 2.30 '97 RP IIPxxo
Colo. !

.'^0 75 1 . 50 2.10 97 75 129
N.Mex. ! 28 7'- RO -^0 1.35 1.70 90 89 101
•*^r i z . ;

DO =lp p R 1.45 2.05 94 91 103
Utah

: 44 . 50 5:- . 00 2.20 2.60 96 84 114
Kev. : . 00 5.'^. 2 5 1.90 2.20 90 82 110
Wash.

: 40.75 57.00 1.55 2 , 75 102 83 123
Or eg. : 37.50 54.75 1.95 2.50 97 87 111
Calif.

: 47.25 72 . 00 2.05 2.85 100 89 112
U.S. : 28.28 36.13 1.35 1.57 90. A » 3 , ^ loB,

:
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Farm labor; Supply and demand statistics, "by geographic divisions,
October 1, 192.3-39 1/

SUPPLY OP Fiir-M LA20R (PZECPNTAOE OF NOPJJAL)

New , Middle' East
]
West South East

;
^est ;

Eng- Atlan- ^^orth
;
North

i
Atlan- . South South

land tic Central] Centrfil ', tic ' Centr.",l Central
'.

: Moun-
tain

Pacific
United
States

R9 1 DO » W D C7 . O 7= ^ PA P P7 0 PO R 76

1 924 ^ -1- • i. P.'i-o*± . o PQ 4c ;? , '± 7Q T PA n ti p. A QQ 1 XvJu> • 0 88 .

9

1925 90.7 82 .

0

83.7 9 c • D 84.2 80.. 6 85.3 94.3 98.6 86.2
1925 88.5 30.2 84.8 94.^ 9 78.6 80.5 83.5 96.1 98.4 , 86.0
1927 89 P7 7 90 Q Q4 7 O.J m X PQ ij 9'^ ? QP q

.

^ X . X

1928 91 ^J J. 9 %.J -L • U QO 7 OA 7 99 ,5 92."^

1 9?9 •7V.' , c CO p QP 7 95.5 3? 3

1930 103.8 101.1 112.3 107.5 101.1 101.9 108.0 ll'i.l 107.1 106.3
1931 115.3 111.2 119.7 120.8 106.2 110.2 105.0 130.1 122.2 113.6
1932 132.7 12 {-.2 134.6 128,4 115.3 115.7 118.3 1.^4.8 130.7 12-^.1

1933 114.2 110.8 120.2 120.2 102.2 104.8 108.2 . 120.0 116.3 111.9
19.34 10,!. 4 100.4 105.2 112.9 96.9 95.9 109.7 115.3 110.2 105.2

19.35 96.3 92.3 92.8 96.5 90.9 92.8, 100.1 98.8 93.8 94.7

1936 86.6 79.9 82.2 90.2 84.4 84.3 87.3 38.6 90.1 85.7

1937 83.2 71.1 77.2 87.2 76.6 77.9 83.5 88.0 90.5 61.3

1938 90.5 87.9 91.3 92.2 87.9 86.5 91.1 97.7 10-^-. 0 91.5

1939 , 88.2 88 .

5

89.9 92.5 84.4 86.1, 91.3 95.8 99.9 90.4

DEI^ANI) I'OR F^i LABOh (PEECEiTTAOE OF NOEtlAL)

1923
. 91.3 90.3 92.6 90.4 90.4 90.4 93.0 94.3 98.0 92.1

1924 ; 90.8 88.2 88.8 92.3 8 7.-2 87.8 92.1 92.8 83.3 89.2

1925 89.7 88.8 90.8 92.5 87.5 93.7 91.3 94.5 94,6 91.3

1926 90.2 89 .

5

92.0 89.6 95,4 99.3 93.6 95.6 93.0

1927 90.0 87.7 86.8 92.3 87.2 87.7 86.1 97,2 94.9 89.2

1928 91.5 80.9 89.8 92.3 87.4 85 ,
-"^ 89.:^ 95.3 91.8 89.8

1929 91.4 89.1 89.2 89.4 87.1 89.

8

85.1 94.6 90.3 83.7

1930 85.0 80.5 74.2 76.7 75.8 73.1 53.8 82.3 81.6 75.8

1931 • 80.6 77.6 67.8 60.4 72.0 67.9 71.4 60.5 70.6 69.3

1932 71.7 68.9 60.4 .54 ,

5

63.0 58.6 50 . ] 58.1 67.1 61.5

1933 77.9 73.8 66.9 5". 9 73.0 57.3 65.4 68.3 77.7 58.8

1934 . 80.9 78.0 74.4 • 2 76.4 72 .

3

54.6 59.5 76.3 58.8

1935 : 84.3 24.0 88.6 76.9 8:^.0 76.4 70.9 77.6 89.1 80.4

1935 . 88.9 90.5 89.8 69.0 87.4 89.2 82 ;0 83.4 92.6 85.3

1937 : 94,4 93,7 S4.9 83.3 94.6 93.4 90.4 86.2 95.8 91.9

1938 ; 87.4 87,0 86.0 77.2 81.3 81.1 76.9 82,3 79.2 . 81.1

19.39 : 88.1 86 .

3

87.6 79 .

9

66.6 81.5 76 .

3

83.6 87,7 P 7 A
- ' • -

Continued
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Exhibit "D"

Farm labor: Si.ipply and der.iand statistics, hy geOi^raphic divisions,

October 1, 1927-:<9 1/ (Continued)

S^TPLY AS A FERCENTAaE OF DElvlAlffi (PERCENTAGE OF NORMAL)

Ye fir

Uiaale. East , TTest . South Eo s t . Moun- • United
, Eng- At Ian-

.

North North . Atlan- South
J

South . tain .pacific
: States

land tic . Central
_

Central

.

tic . Central. Centr.^l

.

1923 75.7 77.. 1 74.7 96.6 87.5 83.5 91.2 93.2 91.6 H5.3

1S24 100.3 95.6 100.7 102.5 90.9 95.7 93.8 106.8 126.7 99.7
1925 101.1 92.3 97.7 103.2 96.2 86.0 93.4 99,8 104.0 96.6
1925 98 .

1

89.6 qo o 105.4 67.'? ' I • -i 84.1 102,7 102.9 °2 5

Q 3 P.y r . o iUU. U iU'i . f lUc. . t) i'Ji . y iU f . i

192S 100.0 104.0 102.0 102.8 102.5 10--' .4 101.6 99.4 105.4 102.8
1925 100.2 101.2 102.2 106 .6 107.3 100.0 107.7 101.0 105.0 104.1

1930 ; 122.1 12rj . 6 151.3 139.9 137.4 139.4 157.0 175.6 171 .2 140.2
1971 147.1 175.5 200.0 147.5 162 .

7

147 .

1

215.0 177.1 157.9
1932 185.1 222.8 275.

6

1?7.G 197.4 195.5 272.0 194.5 201.8
1577 146.6 150.1 179.7 204.1 i;-o.o 155.7 165.4 176.1 149.7 162.6
19rv: 127.3 128.7 l'i2 .

7

154.0 125.8 132.6 200.9 "1 Ci ^ 144.4 152 .

9

1935 ll-i.2 109.9 104.7 125.5 109.5 121.5 141.2 127.7 105.7 117.5
1576 : 97.4 58.3 91.5 170.7 95.6 ^ - « t_- 106 .

5

105.2 97.3 IOC. 5

1977 ?-.l 75.9 81.3 104.7 81.0 83.4 92.4 102.1 94.5 58.5
IS'?

: 107.5 101,0 106.2 119.4 10?. 1 106.7 118.5 115.7 171.7 112.9
1939 . 100.1 102.5 102.6 115.- 97.5 10?. 0 119.7 114.6 117.9 105.4

l/Pevised for dates r^rior to Oct. 1, 1^75.
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EXHIBIT "E"

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGEICTJLTUHE

Asriculturftl Merketin^; Service

?^ashin;5ton , D. C.

Novem"bpr 15, 1339

Farvi l^vip loywent At
Low Level on NovE\^bER 1

Tlrie decline in the number ox persons enrnloyed on United States f'^rms dur-

ing October was only slightly more than the urual seasonal decline durin^^ that

month, the Aigr iculturol Marketinr Service reported today. Sased on reports from

22,215 crcr) correspondents, the total employment of both family and hired workers

is estimated at 10,762,000 persons on Hovembor 1. This is the smallest November

1 total during the 14-ye?^;r period covered by the record, and compares v.dth total

employment on Ilovember 1 last ye-ir, of 11,156,000 persons, and 11,413,000 the

10-year (192P-35) average for th't dat».

It is estimated that 8,123,000 of the tot-al nimber of persons working on

farms as of the first of the month 7/er(^ farm, orerators and unpaid family workers.

This group accounts for thr- more thon usual decline in the total niunber of per-

sons employed on farms, for the decreasr- in hir-^d heln during October wris som.e-

what less than usual. The num.ber oi hired workers on farms Tlovem.ber 1 is esti-

matipd at 2,639,000, comr)ared with 2,73-''i,0f)'"' a ?/ear earlier. DecreasFS in farm

emplojTnent durin;- October -ve-'^e larger in the South Central ani3 South Atlantic

regions than elsf^v/here.

Over half of the corn acreag'e in the Corn Belt was husked by November 1.

Potato digging and harvesting of sugar beets wrs nearing completion in most areas

toY/ard mid-Novem.ber as the 1S39 season drew t^ a close. Unfavorable moisture

conditions o\''er much of the wiiit'^r wheat area haiapered fall seeding operations

and contributed to t'\c- decline in fnrm. er.plcyment . Unusually favorable weather

conditions for picking cotton hastened the ha".-vr'-;t of th'-t crop and. wns a con-

tributin-; factor to the low level of farm er.ployment in the Cotton States.

Continued on page 3.



Fr.rra EmpJoympnt , I'Jovem'ber 1, 1939, with ComTDarisons

bepx. . X
,

U C b . X
, , 1 J 0 V . X

, , b ep L , X , , \JC U , X
, , ; ! 0 V . X ,

U- X V i S i Oil 1 0 '7.C
^ X - c • X .- Z' ^

J
X - ^ ^

t
X ^ -^^

1 , 000 1 , 000 1 , 0'X- 1 , 000 1,000 1,000
persons Dersons nersons persons persons DeT'sons

TOTAL EI iPLOYlviEHT

United Stat*^s 12 , 054 11,166 11,559 11,886 10,762
New England 2?5 268 255 287 265 248

Middle Atlantic 65S 597 644 625 611
East TTo. Central 1, 535 1,551 1 , 518 1,519 1,516 1,498
weso J.JO . oenxiraj. i , t'd'-.

1 "7/11 ± , 0 0 0 1 , (cd

South >-tl antic 2,271 2 , oGO 2,144 2,258 2,353 2,090
East So. Central 1,926 2 ,175 1 , 842 1 , 944 2,124 1 , 730
West So. Central 1,895 2,177 2 , 078 1 , 903 2,191 1,878
Mountain 540 506 475 518 493 467

Pacific 700 536 741 574 518

EAivIILY ;?0RKIi£5

United States S , 562 8 .396 8 ,
4.'s3 8 ,640 8,854 8, 123

Nev; EiiSl^f^ 156 166 160 182 166 163

Middle Atlantic 410 401 401 423 403 410
- East No.. Central 1,172 1,139 1,139 1,158 1,128 1,123
Test No. Central 1 , 354 1 , 329 1,316 1,387 1 , 305 1,285
South Atlantic 1,695 , 1 , 784 1,^25 1,710 1,757 1,585
F,ast So. Central 1,551 1,857 1 , 579 1,659 1,8:^9 1,495
Test So. Central 1,458 1,516 1,620 1,463 1,653 1 , 470

Mountain 305 285 279 297 284 284
Pacific 351 318 313 :^61 319 308

United States 3,032 3,158 2 , 733 3,01^ 3 , 022 2,539
Nevi^ Enf;land 107 102 95 105 99 85

Middle Atlantic 248 232 196 221 222 201

E£st No.C^^ntral 363 412 379 361 388 375

V:est No. Central 440 412 405 448 440 437
South Atlantic 576 596 518 558 586 505 *

East So. Central 277 319 263 285 285 235
West So.Centr-'l 437 561 458 440 538 408

Mountain 235 220 196 221 209 183
Pacific 349 ' 3i>] 22.3 380 255 210

Based on reports from 22,216 crop corresT indent s •
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OY j^-RICULTUEE (Sxhi"bit

Ar.ricultur -.1 Marketin?^ Service

Averat;e v/a^ge rate for picking 10i3 pounds of seed cotton,

by States, 1926-39

State ' 19:;'.6: 1927: 1928: 1929: 1930: 1931: 1932: 1933: 1934:1935: 1936: 1937: 1938: 1939

Pol. Pol. Pol. Pol. PojU p_o_l._ Pol. Pol. Pol. Pol. Pel. Pol.

Va. 1.00 1.12 1.23 1.15 .75 .45 .34 .45 • U I.
p.^

. ^ »j .70 .75 .65 .66

N.G. 1.03 1.07 1.07 1.01 .58 .35 .33 .48 .65 .65 .65 .70 .60 .6(

S.G. .82 .76 .83 .81 .52 .36 .36 .45 .50 .50 . 55 .60 .50 .5(

Ga. .58 . 55 . 90 . 57 • 3o . 33 .45 .50 .50 .55 . 60 . 50 .51

Ela. 1.12 1.02 1.07 .76 .41 .39 .48 .55 .55 .60 .65 .60 .5C

111. — 1.7:0 1.20 1.15 .71 .50 .40 .65 ^ C
/ ) 75 .90 .70 .70 .7r

Mo. 1.12 1.14 1.14 1.12 .71 .49 • "t. .67 .80 .75 . 95 .80 n r. .7t

Kans

.

1 . 50 1.40 1 . 30 .75 .45 .48 .
'^5 .75 .70 .75 .65 .65 .65

Ky

.

1 . 10 1 .20 1 .20 1 . 18 . 70 . 4 9 . 50 . 60 .80 .75 . 95 .80 . 80 .80

Tenn. , l.Or 1.05 1.04 1 . 34 .53 .43 .47 . 54 .65 .60 .50 .70 .60 .50

Ala. 1.03 ^ 5 » 'r'c . 55 ..^•4 . 3 6 . 45 . 55 .50 .60 .60 .50 .50

Miss. 1.16 i.oe 1.02 1.05 . 56 . 39 .40 .49 .55 .55 .75 .30 .55 .60

La

.

1 . 12 1 . 03 1 . 03 1 . 01 .61 41 . 39 . 55 .55 70 5^

Tex. 1.20 1.21 1.11 .71 .44 .45 .55 .60 .60 .65 .65 .55 .55
Oklo. 1.25 1.40 i.;-5 i.2r .73 .45 .48 .65 .75 .70 .75 .75 .70 .65

Ark. 1 . 06 1.05 1.03 l.Oc . 55 .40 .44 .60 . 55 .75 .'^0 .60 .60
1.15 1.30 1.22 1.25 .68 . 43 .44 . 55 .65 .65 .70 .70 .60 .65

Ar i " . . 1.45 1.53 1.50 1.50 .89 .58 .50 .67 .90 .90 1.10 .85 .80 .90

Calif.

.

1.55 1 . 47 1 . 46 1 . 45 .89 .50 .45 .65 .90 .90 1.00 .95 .75 .85

U.S.
•

1.11 1.12 1.10 1 . 06 .41 .42 . 53 .60 .53 .69 . 69 .57 .58

A,

Continurd frcn page 1.

Cotton Pickinc P'.at es Sho?; Litt le GhanK-e

The Agriciiltur'-^l Marketing Service also reriort/'d that wa: e rates paid
cotton pick:-rs dnrini; thf- 1939 harvest in season yori--' only sli^ghtly above the

relatively lov/ rate paid in 193>^. An average of 55 cents for nickins; 100

pounds of GfH^d cotton was rei:iort-'d "b--.- crot) corres'^.ondents , as comriored v.'ith

57 cents -oer 100 "oounds in 1935. Reported average r-at^-s ran;;ed from a low of

50 cents in thr South Atlantic r? ;gion to a hi .-h of 90 cents vev 100 -rounds in

^rizona. In addition to t}ie fore-voin^ rates, cotton rdckers are oft^^n furn-

ished housing and trans---ortation , v/ith a hi^^her rate per 100 pounds for those

pickers v;ho do not occxLVy f-rm cabins. Onl:-- I'i ssissir>-oi and th--- States in

the extrene Southv/est shov/ed an increase in rates over last yoT.
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