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Unveiling Public Perspectives on Taming Invasive Aquatic Plants

Amanda B. Heinzmann, Olesya M. Savchenko, Candice Prince, James K. Leary

Background

Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) is an invasive aguatic plant that displaces native species, alters water
quality, and impedes recreational activities across the United States!. It is extremely difficult to
manage, costing millions of dollars for state and federal governments. Florida is a national leader in

aquatic invasive plant management but has faced public concerns about the environmental impacts - SPENT ON i
of herbicides, similar to other states trying to manage hydrilla. To inform aquatic invasive plant ~ AQUATICPLANT
management policy, we surveyed 3,000 Florida residents about their preferences for the use of \ rﬁg ?SSQ?;“:_TABJE%@TE
agquatic herbicides and mechanical harvesting to control hydrilla. 'N ELORIDA FRQM
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Accumulation in lakes Impact on plants and animals

Undergo 8-10 years of testing
for EPA approval pnos
cons Removes plants from water

Decaying plants cause Reduces muck build up
Prevents plant regrowth for muck buildup
up to 300 days No water use restrictions
Waiting periods may be after application
Cost effective required before using water for
irrigation, drinking, and Prevents plant regrowth for
No impacts on non-target species livestock water use up to 100 days

Water is safe for recreational
use after most treatments

2-3X as expensive compared
to aquatic herbicides

Often Kills non-target plants and
animals also present in the water

Potential for pollution from diesel
powered harvesters

WHAT ARE THE PUBLIC PREFERENCES FOR HYDRILLA MANAGEMENT?
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