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Abstract In the context of globalization and China’s rising status in the world, the requirements of the development of the times have raised

new issues for China’s education cause. The importance of the humanities discipline is on the rise, and its main discipline, history, is becom-

ing increasingly important. In this regard, in order to explore the current situation and existing problems of history teaching in middle schools
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of China, this study collected the research literature on related issues in the past 20 years, and conducted a preliminary reading and analysis.

It summarized the general background, existing problems, and some recommendations, to provide a certain reference for the history teaching.
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1 Introduction

In recent years, with the deepening of globalization, China’s
international influence has gradually increased. Under such oppor-
tunities, there are accompanied by more arduous challenges and
new challenges to China’s comprehensive national strength. Only
well-rounded people will be better able to adapt to the needs of so-
ciety. At the same time, the status of cultural soft power has grad-
ually increased, and the importance of the humanities has been
widely recognized. In terms of the history discipline, the status of
world history has also been elevated. In the education and teach-
ing of world history, some problems have surfaced. Therefore, in
recent years, China’s education system has been continuously im-
proved under the guidance of the new curriculum reform since

" quality education"

2017, and new educational concepts such as
and "innovative education" have been proposed. In response to
this, with the help of relatively flexible teaching systems and
teaching methods, colleges and universities have made correspond-
ing adjustments to some disciplines. In the meantime, a large
number of teaching assistants have been added to the history disci-
pline of senior and junior high schools as a supplement to the

[1-2]
classroom content .

The advancement in modern technology
has made multimedia teaching become true. Both teachers and
students can use more advanced teaching equipment to carry out
teaching and learning activities” . These improvements and chan-
ges bring new possibilities for education and teaching. In this situ-
ation, both teachers and students have made great progress in dif-

ferent degrees in the way, plan and content of " teaching" and
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"learning". However, under the needs of the new era, there are

still some problems in the teaching of history subject in junior and

high middle schools.

2 Existing problems in teaching and learning of the
history subject

In the first place, for a long term, in the traditional teaching
mode, there are some problems in both " teaching" and " learn-
ing". For example, teachers just read mechanically from a pre-
pared text in the classroom and limit their teaching knowledge to
the textbooks. The lack of teachers’ professional quality leads to
one-sided teaching content. Besides, students rely too much on
teachers and lack the ability to think independently and divergent-
ly, accordingly influencing the development of innovative think-
ing. There are also problems such as limited content of teaching
materials and improper writing order. All of these problems mani-
fest the insufficiency of the current history teaching. In the second
place, in the discipline of history, there is often neglect of world
history, especially "world medieval history". The medieval histo-
ry usually refers to the history of Europe from the fifth century AD
to the fifteenth century AD, mainly including the process from the
formation to the decline of the feudal society on the European con-
tinent. Because the European feudal society was accompanied by
the development of religious forces and restricted the development
of secular regimes and cultures, the early Middle Ages was also
called the "Dark Ages". As a result, the importance of this peri-
od of history is often neglected. In fact, the history of the world
Middle Ages is also the history of the continuation and inspiration
of ancient Roman and Greek civilization and modern European
civilization. Ignoring the history of the Middle Ages goes against
the historical learning method of " connecting ancient and modern,
and having a thorough knowledge of both foreign countries and

China". In consequence, it is difficult for students to form a
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complete concept of time and space when they study history
subjects, and separate time and space, Chinese history and world
history, which will exert an impact on students’ ability to think
independently.

3 Solution to the problems

In response to these problems, after reading relevant litera-
ture and making classroom observation, we will proceed from the
background and needs of the times, follow the learning rules and
methods of the historical discipline, and analyze the relationship
between "teaching" and "learning". It is necessary to find a suit-
able entry point. Under the concept of "innovative education" , we
focus on teachers as the subject of teaching, and strive to put for-
ward new teaching evaluations and recommendations. You Guolu™’
believed that the concept of time and space is actually the concept
of the relationship between things and a specific time and space,
observation and analysis. The new curriculum reform attaches
great importance to the cultivation of the concept of time and
space, and regards it as the basic content of the cultivation of the

*!. The concept of time and space

core literacy of the discipline |
in the history discipline is mainly to let middle school students
know that specific historical events can be related to specific time
and space, understand the division of time and space in history,
and construct the relationship between history, people and events
in the chronological order. Based on different time and space
frameworks, we should well unify the continuation of historical
changes, and put the understanding of objects under specific time
and space conditions for investigation. Specifically, it is to make
students familiar with the background of events, take the macro
time as the context, do a good job of spatial positioning, systemat-
ically and comprehensively analyze historical events, and draw
more accurate historical cognition conclusions °'. These indicate
that the concept of time and space is the basic literacy in learning
history, and it is the key factor for teachers to strengthen the culti-
vation of students’ discipline literacy. In addition, in recent years,
the problem-based learning ( PBL) method has achieved good
feedback in classroom practice both at home and abroad, and has
been gradually promoted "'. In Research on the Application of
Problem-based Learning Method in History Teaching of Middle
Schools™ | Liu Xiaofei stated that the problem-based learning
method refers to the teaching method that takes the problem as the
center to carry out teaching activities. Through creating specific
problem situations, teachers guide students to actively acquire and
apply knowledge and skills in solving the problems they face. This
is a classroom teaching method that stimulates students’ learning
initiative, autonomous learning ability and creative problem-sol-
ving ability. It is helpful for teachers to increase the application of
problem-based learning method to the development of students’

correlative thinking.

4 Factors influencing the teaching plan of teachers

4.1 Curriculum standards of the discipline The teaching

plan is based on curriculum standards. Curriculum standards are
the specific manifestation of the national curriculum plan, and are
the curriculum documents for a certain subject or field of study for-
mulated by the national education administrative department. Cur-
riculum standards stipulate the nature, objectives, and content
structure of each course, and propose teaching suggestions and
teaching evaluations. When teachers formulate their teaching
plans, the curriculum standards provide them with a clearer con-
text and direction. The formulation of teachers’ curriculum plans
depends on the understanding and grasp of curriculum standards.
In the process of grasping the curriculum standards, teachers need
to balance the actual teaching requirements and the requirements

" making

of the curriculum standards, and change the idea from
the course conform to the standards" to " making the standards
guide the course" , appropriately expand the scope of knowledge
involved in the practical classroom, and complete the construction
of the student’s knowledge system under the curriculum standards.
4.2 Personal ability of the teacher Among various factors,
the teacher’s personal ability is a factor with strong subjective initi-
ative and has a great influence on the formulation of teaching
plans. For example, teachers’ knowledge reserves influence the
breadth and depth of classroom knowledge. Teachers’ teaching
ability influences the overall level and quality of the classroom.
Teachers’ understanding of innovative teaching influences the cul-
tivation and development of students’ innovative thinking ability.
These indicate that the level of teachers’ personal ability is partic-
ularly important for classroom teaching. As one of the main sub-
jects of teaching, the role of teachers should not be ignored. In
actual classroom practice, teachers should gradually expand their
knowledge system and realize multidisciplinary comprehensive
teaching. In addition, in the face of the increasing requirements
for interdisciplinary and multi-faceted teaching in quality educa-
tion, students’ learning needs are also increasing. Apart from ex-
amining the learning ability of students, it is also examining the
interdisciplinary teaching ability of teachers. The teaching content
is no longer limited to the knowledge of the discipline itself, but
teachers themselves need to supplement the knowledge of other
disciplines according to the teaching needs. Teachers need to con-
stantly explore the hidden connections between various disci-
plines, explain the knowledge of each discipline in series, and de-
velop students’ ability of associative thinking and innovative think-
ing. The new curriculum standards have brought larger space for
teachers to play, and the use of classrooms has also increased,
which requires teachers to continuously update teaching methods
and cultivate new skills.

4.3 Classroom teaching conditions
vancement in modern technology, high-tech teaching equipment

With the continuous ad-

has entered the classroom, and multimedia teaching has become a
norm state. In the teaching process, there are not only black-
boards and chalks, but also video materials and teaching software.
For example, in the context of gradual fading of disciplinary

boundaries, in order to improve the concept of time and space, the
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combination of history and geography is particularly important,
which requires the combination of text and map. Multimedia
teaching can show students a large number of historical documents
and complete map pictures, and visualize the knowledge in front of
students. Not only these, in the process of learning history, after a
large number of boring text descriptions in the documentary, the
presentation of video materials can refresh the students and deepen
their impression of knowledge. Too simple explanation methods no
longer meet the needs of all-round learning. Multimedia, multi-di-
mensional, and combined audio-visual teaching methods will im-
prove teachers’ teaching efficiency, deepen their learning impres-
sions, and further optimize the overall quality of the classroom.
4.4 Positioning of teachers’ functions In the professional
field, teachers need to make an accurate positioning of their func-
tions. For one thing, in the traditional teaching mode, the domi-
nant position of teachers is particularly obvious, while the domi-
nant position of students is relatively ignored. However, as a mat-
ter of fact, in the teaching process, the relationship between
teachers and students should be equal. The traditional " teacher >
student" relationship should gradually give way to " teacher-
student mutual teaching and mutual learning" to form a real learn-
ing organization. Through the dynamic interaction between teach-
ers and students, the value of the classroom can be maximized,
and the value of education and teaching can be truly brought into
play. For another thing, at the same time as the demand for
students’ comprehensive ability cultivation increases, teachers’
cross-disciplinary teaching ability also needs to increase. Teachers
of various subjects must break the current status of being isolated
and closed to each other, gradually cooperate closely with each
other, conduct joint research, and strive to become comprehensive
teachers.

The references in this study are concentrated on the research
on teaching innovation in world history education after the 20"
century. Judging from the current situation, the teaching of world
history has received certain attention and concern. With the re-
lease of the new curriculum standards, many scholars have started
to bring new educational concepts into traditional teaching, check
deficiencies and fill gaps, and constantly improve and balance the
teaching of various disciplines. In the teaching of world history,
some scholars have proposed the neglect of medieval history, and
some scholars compared the history teaching of junior and high
middle schools in China and the United States, and proposed that
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" developing what is useful or healthy and discarding what is not"

. . . . 9-10
is the essence of innovation. Such studies "’

are all new explo-
rations of history teaching under the concept of innovative educa-
tion. It can be seen that the theoretical conditions have been rela-
tively perfect, but the practice is not sufficient. There are many
theoretical studies presented in many literatures, and the future
development of world history teaching under the concept of innova-
tive education is discussed from various aspects. They continue to
explain the importance of world medieval history, and provide the-
oretical basis. It is true that the lack of practice still makes the re-
search in this direction has limitation, but there are few practical
methods proposed. In view of such situation, we started from the
existing theories and made effort to practice and strive to come up

with more appropriate practice methods.

References

[1] HE W. Changes in the content of world history and teaching research in
the 2017 edition of senior middle school history curriculum standards
[D]. Chengdu: Sichuan Normal University, 2020. (in Chinese).

[2] WANG QH. Research on the cultivation of innovative thinking ability in
middle school history teaching[ D]. Jinan: Shandong Normal University,
2019. (in Chinese).

[3] SUN P. Research on the current situation and improvement methods of
world history teaching in senior middle schools[ D].
University, 2017. (in Chinese).

[4] YOU GL. On the cultivation of the concept of time and space in the histo-
ry teaching of middle schools[ J]. Ability and Wisdom, 2018 (26) ; 18.
(in Chinese).

[5] ZHANG SW. Study on the introduction of the content of the medieval his-
tory of the world in senior middle school history textbooks[ D]. Hohhot

Zhengzhou: Henan

Inner Mongolia Normal University, 2013. (in Chinese).

[6] ZHANG ML. On the teaching methods of history under the innovative edu-
cation[ J ]. Education and Teaching Forum, 2011(10) ; 104. (in Chinese).

[7] FENG QQ. A comparative study of Chinese and American national history
curriculum standards. [ D]. Changchun: Northeast Normal University,
2010. (in Chinese).

[8] LIU XF. Research on the application of problem-based learning method in
history teaching of middle schools[ D]. Chongqing: Chongqing Normal
University, 2009. (in Chinese).

[9] CAOS SS. Cultivating students’ creative thinking ability; On the innova-
tion education of middle school history course under the new curriculum
standard[ J ]. China Science and Technology Information, 2006 (5) .
277. (in Chinese).

[10] WANG WM. Discussion on history teachers creative qualities and the

cultivation of students’ creative abilities in middle school[ J]. Journal of

Anyang Institute of Technology, 2004 (3) ; 161 —163. (in Chinese).

0@00S00S00S00S00S00S00S00S00S00S00S0OOS0OSO0S0

[3] WANG JW, ZHENG LP, ZHANG XL. Electron microscopy study on the
cause of black cherry in coffee trees[ J]. Journal of Yunnan University
(Natural Science Edition) , 1995(S1) : 61 =64. (in Chinese).

[4] SHU M, SHAN YH. Etiology analysis and prevention of coffee black fruit
disease[ J]. Yunnan Agricultural Science and Technology, 2002 (5) .
31 -32. (in Chinese).

[5] ZHENG Y, JIANG ZL, CHENG WZ. Comparison of the control effects of
three agents on Xylotrechus quadripes[J]. Journal of Pu’er University,

2016, 32(3) : 113. (in Chinese).



