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A Multidisciplinary Systems Approach to Farm and Ranch Management

Jose Pena, Ashley Lovell, organizers (Texas A&M University)
Fred Tyner, moderator (Mississippi State University)
Richard Conner, Jose Pena, Ashley Lovell (Texas A&M University)
Rob Martin (Auburn University)

Challenges, including the adoption of research-based knowledge, 
clientele expectations of new, innovative approaches in Extension 
educational programming and the financial/profitability crisis in 
agriculture, have resurfaced interest in the development of 
multidisciplinary systems programs.

Professor Richard Conner, described the research/extension interface 
in two multidisciplinary programs: Integrated Brush Management
System (IBMS) and Intensified Grazing System (IGS) programs.

Extension economist Jose Pena presented the total Ranch Management 
(TRM) program, a multidisciplinary systems approach, developed 
jointly with animal, range, and wildlife scientists to address 
profitability and competitiveness issue in the southwestern Texas 
ranching industry.

Extension economist Ashley Lovell described the technical leadership 
required to develop a multidisciplinary dairy farm business analysis 
service.

Professor Rob Martin overviewed modeling approaches to a 
multidisciplinary, multi-agency farm demonstration program in Alabama 
which focuses on water quali-ty, farm management training, and 
assistance.
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