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A BIBLIOGRAPHY ON 
THE ECONOMICS OF 

WORLD GRAIN TRADE 

INTRO DUCT ION 

The following bibliography is intended 

to assist people interested in studying the 

economics of world grain trade. The intended 

audience is professional economists and 

students with a research interest. The 

bibliography includes material on analytical 

techniques, history, and institutions related 

to grain trade. A separate list of data 

sources follows the main entries. The subject 

is limited to economic aspects of grain rather 

than to technical agriculture. Coverage is 

more extensive for wheat than for other 

grains. The list emphasizes international 

trade in grain, although for some countries 

domestic agriculture and trade are 

inseparable. Interdependence between the 

domestic and foreign sectors is particularly 

prominent in the area of trade policy. 

The bibliography was compiled from 

professional journals in general economics and 

agricultural economics, books, and documents 

from national governments and international 
agencies. Material related to all the major 

grain-producing and consuming countries is 
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presented, but only English language sources 

are included. An attempt was made to include 

the relevant material available as of the 

middle of 1984. Obviously the list cannot be 

exhaustive. It is intended to be a small 

improvement on existing sources. The 

potential benefit of the bibliography is 

the time saved by future researchers. 

My own interest in the subject began with 

a collaborative effort with Paul R. Johnson 

and Marie Thursby that culminated in 1978 in 

the book, The Economics of World Grain 

Trade. The present work contains some basic 

references from that book, but it is much more 

comprehensive as well as more current. John 

Brown performed ably as research assistant on 

the project. 
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