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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALLS
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Fruit in relatively light supply. .

The position with regard to supplies was not relieved
to any extent until after mid-November except for stone fruits,
which arrived in larger quantities. Such lines as apples, pears,
main crop Valencia oranges and pineapples were lightly stocled and
buyers were unable to secure sufficient to cope with their trade
requirements.

Marketing of 1944/45 apples completed.

The only apples available were Tasmanian Democrats,
Croftons and Western Australian Granny Smiths., The suppliecs, which
were limited, were sold on a rationed basis by the Apple and ?ear
liarketing Board at the maximm of 29/- per bushel. Breakdown was
apparent in many packs and a good -deal of loss oegurred. Stoelks were
exhausted on 24th November and the Board's floors will be closed until
new season's Tasmanian congignmonts become available.

During the last few days of tho month, small quantitiles
of now scason's "cookers" from coastal orchards made their appearance
on the market and sales were mgde at 29/- por bushol. .

Victorian poars practically finished.

Consignments of pears from Vietoria showed a sharp
decline and prior to thc ecloss of Novomber the only variety available
was Winter Nelis, WwWith the scarcity of apples, domand was keen;
especially when such varieties as Packham's Triumph, Josephine and
Winter Cole wore obbainable, and the maximum of 30/- per bushel was
paid rcadily. No furthor supplics arc expected until harvesting of
new scason's Clanp's Favoritoc amd “Williams cormences.

Cherrics in roguest.

High priccs rulod, for cherrics carly in tho poriod
owing to tho limited supplics awailable, and up to 35/- por quarter-
case was paid. With tho advent of incrcascd consignmonts from the
main producing centres of Orange and Young, tho market was oasier;
necvertheloas rcalisations could not be elassed other than satisfactory.
At closing, cxtra choico Polliours and Ron Secdlings wore sclling at
20/-, whilc 10/- to 12/-, and occasionally highor, was paid for light
variecties.

Larszc peaches sell woll.

Supplics of poaches incrcascd considorably as the month
progrossed. Tho gonercl rate of 20/- per half-case, which rulcd
while stocks wore light, was not maintaincd othor than for specially
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seloctod large sizos. Counts of 180 at 10/- to 12/- found favor
with buyers, as a 1inc to sell at 1/- por dozon, but small fruit was
difficult to cloar and some lots worec offored at 5/- por half-caosc.

Choico apricots roalise high pricos.

A wvory satisfactory inguiry was maintained for apricots
and choice fruit realised high priges, up to 35/- and higher being
paid. Host supplies came from coastal orchards but late in the
month marketing of this fruit from the llurrumbidgee Irrigation Area
cormenced.

Small plums slow of sale.

Moderate supplies of plums were forward. Large fruit
met a good inquiry but small sizes were difficult to sell owing to
the scarcity of sugar.

Maximumm rate paid for choice bananas.

. .The market for choice, large bananas was firm at the
naximm of 5id per 1lb. but values were ocasier for under-grade and
fruit of medium quality at from 4d per lb.

Pineapples in short supply. i

Consignments of pineapples were light and considerably
below trade requirements; tho bi-weekly recoivals at times woere well
below the two-thousand ecasc marl. Supplies woro rationcd but somc
buyers worc unable to make any purchascs. Tho maxirmm of 21/3d rulod
except for a few undorweight packs, -

Papaws well suppliecd.

Fairly large quantities of papaws came to. hand. With
the scarcity of a number of lincs of fruit domand was vory satis-
factory and prices wore maintainod at fairly high lovels, choico,
colored packs solling to 30/-, :

égplo Mangoes in domand.

Thore was a keon roguest for applc mangoos at ratos
ranging from 20/~ to 25/~ por half-caso,

Light supplics of main crop Valcneia oranges.

Main crop Valeneia oranges from coastal and Murrumbidgoc
Irrigation Arca groves were lightly suppliod and, with activo inguiry
ruling, meximum ratos woro paid.

Both sceond-erop Navols and Valoneins woro availabloc,
The quality was variable and pricos covored a wide rongc. Small sizos
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proved difficult to scll but where siz¢ and julce content were
satisfactory the position was roverscd,

Market for lemons slightly easicr.

The marlkot for lomons vas f£irm carly in tho month owing
to purchascs of fairly large gquantitics for Scrvico needs, but thero
was an casior trond in valucg whon this avonuo of disposgal. closod.

Poas morce plontiful.

Fairly large quantities of poas were available during the
first week of November, including many consiznments from Victoria.
The hot, windy woather reoflected itself in the condition of a larzoc
percentage of supplics. :

‘hilc up to tho maximum of 23/4d por bushol was pald for
extra choice carly, valuos cased apprceiably lator and at one stagce
18/- was tho top rate. During tho lattor part of tho month, supplics
varicd considerably but as tho number of choicc 1inoa in daily
raccivals was rolativoly small, otho ceiling prico was roalisod, othor
grades sclling from 10/-. _At:bhe closo of llovomber, a fow consign-
monts of poas from tho Now England distriot worc rocoivod., Tho
quality was choice and 1ittlc diffioulty was cxporionced in offocting
disposal at tho maximum. Foas from wosbtern distriets goncrally woro
small and lacking in color. il T

Sharp dcelino in supplics of boans .

Boans worc fairly plentiful until after mid-Novombor when
supplics doelined to low lovols, The hot, dry conditions provailing
during this poriod adverscly affoctod crops, noticeably in near
Hetropolitan areas. During the time of the heaviest supplies rates
were roduced, but on most days cholcest deseriptions sold to 20/-

per bushel. : 4

The marlzet was very firm at closing, good to cholce lots
selling freely at ceiling rates. .

Cabbages cheaper.

With the curtailment of purchascs of cabbages for Serviee’
requirements, supplies available to the trade wero morc plentiful.
The fairly high pricos which rulod until towards mid-Novembor could
not be maintained and values fell sharply. Up to 30/- per dozen was
obtainod early in the month but it was difficult %o obtain above 12/-
at the close. Stocl:s could not be clearcd on some days.

Tomatocs in request.

Choice lines of glasshouse tomatoes sold %o 32/- and
occasionally higher early in .tho month, but rates varied subscquontly
and wore mostly lower.
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Supplics of field-grown fruit from Metropolitan sources
showed an incrcase and cheice packs worc sclling to 30/- at the elosc
of Novembor. % o

\ Consignments from the North Coast continued to come
forward.  Tho largest single consigment approximated 21,000 half-
cascs but following heavy rains in tho srowing arecas supplies
declined appreciably. The guality of offerings showed considerable
variation ranging from choice %o low grade. Realisations for good
‘quality packs were in the main very satisfactory but low prices had
to bo accepted for some poor quality supplies. Light to moderatec
conslgnments came Lo hand from the Monindeo district and also from

CQueesnsland. '

Root vegetables in short SUppPLy .

‘Carrots were in short supply and any roasonably good
quality lines rcalised the maxirum of 25/-. Small consignmonts
roceived from Queensland opened up woll and were quickly sold. Swede
turnips were alsc scarce and choice parsnips were''in very short

supply.
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(R.D. lisgker).
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ALEXANORTA RAITYAY GOODS YARD AND
SUSSEX STRAET SALWS.
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Now seasonls potatocs arrive.

—n il d

; Tasmanian pofatocs worc again in fairly heavy supply,
199,766 bags and 2,567 crates being Tecoived in Sussox Stroot. . Tho
tubors mainly consisted orf Brownolis, Bismarcks, Snowflakes and Up=-
to-Dates. 1In tho early part of Hho perlod, thero was a good demand
but later inquiry showod a failing off, A largo porcontago was
avallable for the trade; the remainder wont to ossontial serviccs and
a cuantity was stored.

The first supplics of new season!s potatocs were rocoived

o at Alexandria Goods Yard on the 55h Novomber and from that date
forward supplies eontinucd %o increase. An aggreogatc of 37,490 bags
camo to-hand. The tubers, mostly new grade Factors, opeonod up in
- very good condition. All lots wero dlsposed of rcadily. It was
" nocossary to regrade only abonit 150 bags, owing to mechanical injury,
grooning and sccond growth. The bulk of tho arrivals worc from North
Coast distrista.

During the poriod, consignments arriving at Alexandria
from Tasmanie via Victoria amountod §o 645 bags (mostly Brownells)




