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IENERAL NOTES AND NEWS.

The current season's wheat crop in New South Wales
has been officially forecast by the Division at 53,600,000
bushels of grain and 400,000 tons of wheaten hay. These
forecasts were based upon econditions and prospects as at 22nd
November, 1945, 5

A petition addresced to the Governor has been received
from growors in the New England districet for navy boans to be
declared a "commodity" under tho provisions of the Markcting of
Primary Products Act. This step i1s a prccursor to a poll of
producers being held as to whether or not a Marketing Board
should be set up under that Act,

The Fruit and Vegetable Markceting Advisory Committee
at a rceent mcoting decided that an approach should be made to
the Commonwealth Government urging that steps be taken to remove
fixed price "ceilings" immedlately from all fruits and vegetables
with the oxception of pome and eitrus fruits. It was .suggested
that prices regulations for apples and pears be ropealed as from
15th December and in respect of citrus from 15th April, 1946.
The Minister for Agriculturc has sinco roprescntod the case to
Senator Koancs -

Aftor consultation with tho Australian Broadeasting
Commiscion, tho markot reports issuod by the Division havo bocn
modifiod to meet the requirements of the new countryman's sescsion,
"The Rural Hour”, which was inaugurated on 3rd December. This
sesslon is on the air daily from 12,15 pe.m. from Monday to Friday
gn the National Relay, and is supplemented by a 9.30 a.m. "Sunday

ession”.

The Chief of the Division recently attended a conferencc
convenod by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commiscion to
digecus® possible future expansion of rice production in New
South Wales,

' This Divislon is engaged in the prceparation of a sories
of lecturcs on "Farm Management and Elemontary Agricultural
Economics" to be used in connection with the rural training of
ox sorvicomon throughout Australia. Tho course will consist of
forty lccturcs,. '
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Roproscntatives of tho Egg Markoting Board and tho

Poultry Farnorc' Assoclatlon camo togcthor at a mcoting convenod
by the Chiof of tho Division on 1lth Docombor, to discuoss togothor
with Dopartmnontal offilcors rosolutions of tho rocont Molbourno
Conforenco on pogst=war production and markoting. This mooting
wag callod with a viow to suggosting to tho N.S.W. Ministor for
Agriculturc woys and moana of implomonting, so far as this Stato
15 concornod, wvarious proposals put forward at that Conforonco,

Rocont inguirios by tho Australian Govornmont Trado
Cormissoloner In Indla as to tho poasibilitlics of India and Coylon
as markots for ogg powder of Australian orlgin aro not oncouraging
as 1t transpiros that ordinarily thore aro abundant and choap
domostlo suppliocs of frosh ogga. A furthor foctor 1o tho local
projudico againgt tho uso of driod ogzs which dotoriorato rapidly
vhon oxposod to tho atmosphore,

NeS«W, butter production for November was 3,205 tons,
slightly less than for the previous month, and some 10% less than
for Novembor, 1944. Progrogs total for the first five months of
1945-46 1s 12,154 tons, compared with 12,303 tong for the first
fivo nonths of 1944-45,

————————

_ Tho Fedoral Agriculturo portfolio, ostablishod orlginally
for the duratlon of tho war, is to bo mado pormanont. It has up to
tho prcscnt always boon assoeiatod with tho Commorco portfolio.

Tho quantlty of pignoeatg to bo suPpliod to tho Unitod
Kingdonm during 1946-47 undor tho "long~torm" purchasc agrooriont
has boon fixod at 30,000 tona, "

Tho budgot of the Unitod Nations Food and Agrisulturo
Orgonisation is oxpoeted to be about £1,500,000 annually.

- As the eurrent harveat will be about 50 million bushels
short of total home and oversecas demands, it hac beon announced
that whoat will centinue to bo rationecd for stogk feod during
19468, and that 30 million bushold havo boon alloeatod for this
purposc. Thls 1s a roductlion on the guantity avallablo during 1945,
but 1t should provo satisfactory in viow of the improved focd
gituation., Othor grains and hay will bo avallablo, and beeauso
of thc large nilling prograrmo thore will bo nuch noro bran gnd
pollard availablc. Tho rovised price of focd whoat will bo 4/6d
at buyor's sidings Failuro of the Now Zoaland erop moang that
guazrilin will probably bo sonding 5 million bushols to that

ominlion,




