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SALES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMEBUSH, SYDNEY.

Incroagod supplics of shoop and lambs.

Total conslgmments of sheep and lambs during Octobor
showed an increaso of approximatoly 48,000, roccivals amounting
to 317,154 hoad. Tho inoroaso in offorings was almost sololy
accountod for by lambs and suckors ac guppllics of grown ghoop
showod a furthor falling-off.

Shoop quality improvoa.

Tho gonoral quality of tho shoop ponnod for salo showed
some Improvement, a large proportion comprilsing shorn descriptiong
of mostly good to prime grade. Light trade sorts wore well
supplied while good hoavy shocp wore-also woll suppliod.

Only occaslional conaignmonta of woolly shoop worg
subnittod and quality was not up to tho standard of thoso "off
shoars". Supplics for tho poriod totallod 139,198 hood or soro
13,000 hoad fowor than tho provioua month's agagrogato.

Valuos fluctuato.

Although a gonorally stoady domand rulod, valuodg
fluctuatod over tho porlod according to suppllos and tho roduction
in tho wholosalo colling ratos of mutton worce also rofloctods At
oarly salos, 'mnost classos of shocp woro from 1/~ to 2/~ por hoad
doaror but lator auctions worc nmarked by o docline ranging from 2/-
to 3/= per head, Realisations wore bottor at closing salos whon
ratos advancod by from 1/- to 1/6 but dospito this improvomont
mutton was subagtantially lowor in prico than during the proyious
month. In Soptombor, ratoa roachod 73d por 1lb. as against B;d
in tho porlod undor roviow; whilst for tho most part good hoavy:
wothors gold at_4d to 42d and occasionally 64 with light decgeriptions |

moking 42d to 4%d and occasionally to por 1b., Ewos roalisod to
65%2d por 1b. last month but at thc October auctions hoavy grados
woro obtalnod at 3#d to 4%d with light owo rutton worth tov 4fa

por 1b, Good quality wothors in tho wool sold to 30/= por hoad,
and shorn doseriptions to 30/« whilo a linc of good quality owos
roallsod 32/= por hoads _ : :

Suckors in hoavior supply.

Little material change was apparent in the number of
sumer lambs offered but suckors showod o conaiderable inercaso.
Aggrogato yardings for tho poriod wore 177,956 or 61,000 hoad moro
than was forward for salc in Soptombor,

Quallity for tho most part was vory failr to good with
primo hoavy grados modoratoly woll roprosontod, but towards tho
ond of tho month many linos of cuckors showod a tondoney to dry off
and losoc thoir bloom.
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All grades of lamb cheaper.

Lambs and suckers sold at lower prico levels although
in common with grown shoop valuocs showod. somo irrogularity. Tho
roducod coiling prico amounting to from £d to 1d por 1b. from tho
lot Octobor, togothor with a furthor roduction of Z#d por 1lb. as
from 22nd Octobor wore mainly responsible for the decline. The
beneflit of the roducod wholosalo colling rates was pgoosocd on to
tho conoumor with corresponding reductions of from lzd to 2d per
1b, in the various retall ocuts. _

Thnlyarket howed gome improvemont at oponing, incroascso
ranging from 1/~ to 1/6 por head bolng ovidont, Lator, howovor,
pricos doclinod by from 3/= to 4/= por hoad, although aomo
rocovory in roalisatlonc occurrod at tho closing salos.

, In tho provious month oporators pald up to 8%d and 104
por lb. for hoavy and light grados rospcctivoly, but during
Octobor hoavy lambs and suckers woro obtainod at from 5%2d to 73d
and light at 68d to 83d por 1b.

Heavy cattlo supplles.

Cattle consignments durdng Octobor, 1945, were otoady
but tho numbors coming forward showod a substantlal ineroaso.
Tho ponninga agerogated 19,557 hoad, including 1,634 auctionod
in tho storo soction. This total was tho highost for tho month
of Octobor sinco 1939. It has bocomo necocsgary for the Rallway
Department to ration the number of trucks allotted for the
carriage of stock.

The gonoral standard of quality was most variable boing
good on ocecasions, particularly during tho oarly part of tho month,
but only fair-on othor occasiona, Tho proportion of grown stock
availablo also showed congidorable variation. For tho moat part
lightwolghts groatly prodominatod. A substantial proportion of tho
hoavior beasts offered was of good trade to prime quality but
prime grado lightwolghto woro falrly scarco.

nglocka cheapor.

Truckings of bullocks woro varlablo but thoy gonorally
comprisod all grados of wolght. Good trado doseriptions formod tho
bulk of supplios but prime lots wore woll ropresontod, cspoclally
among tho hoavywolghts.

Tho market gonorally was choapor at the elogo
1ightwoights woro quotod at from 49/~ to 52/~ por 100 1lb. Ratoa
for primo modium woights, howover, rangod to 53/=.
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Quality of steers deelincs.

‘ Steers made a particularly good showing durling the first
half of tho porlod and many primo lincs woro notleod. The offorings,
subsoquontly, worc somowhat disappointing, amall fair trado sorts
prodominating whilo primoc boasts woro searce. )

: " The mgrket was filrm at opening when quotations ranged
from 52/= to 57/~ per 100 1lb. Values lator, although irrcegular,
wore lowor, olosing ratos ranging from 48/~ to 53/- por 100 1b.

Poor domand for ovor-fat cows.

e .Cowa woro lightly supplliod carly in the poriod but
truekinge lator ineroasod considorably. All grados of wolght and
quality woro submittod, inocluding ovor-fat llncs. Tho lattor mot:
o vory poor domand. .

! ' Valuco woro fairly woll maintainod during tho firgt half
of thc month whon ratos rangod to 61/~ por 100 1lb. During tho
third wqok, howovor, pricos rococdod, quotationa at eclosing ranging
from 34/= to 45/~ por 100 1b, : |

Light hoifers wcll supplied.

. Heifers wero falrly woll suppliod on most salo days
although lightwolghtso groatly prodominated and tho proportion of
primo sorts was snall. Tho market woakonod progroscsively and
whilo ratos worc as high as 55/« por 100 1b. at oponing quotationc
at -elosing woro: from 42/= to 47/-. ' -

Primo vealerg searce.

» Vealero were woll regreuentad and comprisod chiofly falr
to pood trade modium woilghta. Primo sorts woro vory scarco through-
out tho month. Voalors maintainod tholr valuo bottor than othor
classos and variations in prico woro not markod, oxcopt during tho
final wook whon quotations rangod from %}?E to 58/~ per 100 1b.

The hilghest equivalent rate noted was 63/~ por 100 1b. e

Pilg supplies maintained.

Supplios of pigs during tho poriod undor roviow woro woll
maintainod and tho total submittod at auction was 9,558 hoad, of
whieh 5,830 woro rocolvod by rall. An additlonal 469 worc disposod
of by privato troaty. Concignmonts during the early part of the
poriod woro falrly light but thoy were much moro subctantial
gubsoquontly.

Extra_hoavy baconors in domand.

Baconors woro woll suppliod and comprisod all grades of
wolght with oxtra hoavy dosoriptions maklng a particularly good
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showing. 'Quality variod eonsidorably, boing only falr at timos dbut
vory satlsfactory on othor occaslons. - L

Tho markot throughout was falrly stoady and tho bulk of
tho salos was offoctod at ratos oquivalont to 8%d to 94d por 1b,
On a- por- hond basis, pricos rangod chicfly to £7.10.6. Domand for
oxtra hoavy baconors cstimated to dross moro than 200 1lb. continuod
to Improve and in many Ingtancos the pricc por hoad quoted was
oxococcdod. Thoso plgs aro utilisod for tinnod and prossod hama,
also for emall goods, as thoro is o shortage of hoavior backfattora.
Somo months ago tho Controllor of Moat Supplicas took action to
roduco wvalucs of pigs drossing moro than 200 1b. to schodulo lovol
but tho Authoritios havo boon lenient of late in view of the
roducod supplics of plgmoat. : -

Bagkfatters doarcr,

Backfattor conslignmonts wore moat vorlablo, suppllos
gonorally boing vory limitod, although on ono or two occasions both
light and hoavy dosoriptions woro fairly plontiful. All grados of
quality woro roprosonted and boars conmprisod a falr proportion of
the offoringa,. ' o

Tho markot oponod vory firm and valuos rangod to 63d por
1b. for lightwolghts and 6z2d for hoavy corts. Domand aubaoquont{y
bocame vory kcon_and valucs showod o progrossivo incroaso; closing
salos boing to 73d por 1b, Tho high prico of £16.13.6 por hoad was
paid on the final sale day for a heavy sow dressing over 600 1b.

Hipgh prices maintalned for stores.

Rt Porkers were falrly woll cuppliocd and for tho most part
comprigsed falr to good trade modium to hoavy wolght doacriptiona.

Tho consignmonts includod nmany figa sultablo for purchasc as
storos. Thosc mot koon compotition from local foodora who, in ordor

to fulfil roquiromonts, woro obliged to purchase porkors which
normally would not be rogardod ao storos.

Avorago 'valuos woro about oqual to thosc of Soptombor,
ratos for lightwoights ranging to 13%d por 1b, and thoso for
hoavior sorts to 12d por 1lb. :

(G.C, Coloman and
JeRe Williams)



