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HIGHLIGHTS. 

The recently-held Premiers' Conference affirmed the 
principle that a strict system of branding and grading of beef, 
mutton and lamb oi a quality basis be adopted in all capital 
citios and in other appropriate populated areas, and that the 
determination of wholesale ceiling and retail prices of such 
products be on a graded-qi.tality basis, with due provision to moot 
the effects of drought in specified areas.' 

It has been announced that civilian meat consumption 
in Australia is to be cut down by rationing from the peace-time 
consumption of 722,000 tons to 540,000 tons per annum. The ratio 
quota will be allocated from the anticipated meat target for this 
year of 1,000,000 tons and the balanco of 460,000 tons is to be 
divided between the United Kingdom and Australian and U.S. Serv:c 

The Acting Prices Commissioner has issued an order 
fixing higher maximum retail prices for apples and pears sold 
all States during October. The new price in Sydney is 9d per 91 

and represents an additional-d per lb. 

in 
lb 

The Prime Minister has announced that arrangements 
have been made with the British Government for Great Britain to 
purchase Australia's surplus dairy products until 30th June, 1948, 
and surplus moat up to 30th September of the same year. 

The First Official Forecast of the current soasons 
wheat yield in Now South Wales is 20 million bushels, compared 
with 47 million in season 194:44. 

The Commonwealth production Goal for rice for 1945/46 
soason has been determined at 4,000 acres. The whole of this 
area is confined to New South Wales, and it is estimated that it 
will be made up of an aroa of 35,00Q acres on the Murrurnbidgee 
Irrigation Area, and up to 8,000 acres at Wakool. 
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THE OURRENT WHEAT SITUATION IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(By S.D. Robertson, orscasting Section Division of Marketing and. 
Agricultural. Economics.) 

The present wheat season gives every indicatiOfl of 

being by far the worst since 1919:20. In that year a total area of 

3,068,540 acres was under-wheat but less than 1 million acres was 

harvested for grain, total product' 	
beIñ 4,388000 bushels. on an 

average yield of 3 bushels per acre. The worst year since that 
time was the 1940:41 season when production aggregated approximately 
24 million bushels or 5.4 bushels per acre. 

In 1919:20 practically the whole of the wheat crops 
railed but this year the drought has been mainly confined to the 
southern half of the wh&at belt., Northern districts are experieflGifl 
a generally favourable season and good yields are anticipated but 
when it is borne in mind that this section of N.S.W. normally 
constitutes less than 20% of the total area harvested for grain It 
will be appreciated that unfavorable conditionS in the southern half 
of the State 0onnto a marked diminution in the harvest • In many 
southern districts very little rain has been received since Iat 

1.ay and the dry conditions, asooiated with a succession of 
particularly severe frosts, have had a most detrimental effect. 

The following figures with regard to rainfall have been 
compiled from data furnished .by the Weather Bureau and show the 
average and actual rainfall respectively, according to Statistica 1  

Divisi-9fl8 from the beginning of January, 1944, to the end cf.  

Sept,eriber. Similar figures indicating the Incidence of rainfall 
during the growing period up to the end of September are also shown. 
They clearly illustrate the sad lack of moisture in the main 

 

producing  areas. Even in the north rainfall was below average but 
precipitation occurred at favorable intervals during the growing 

Deriod. 

Statistical Division. 
Normal Attia1 

Mean. I'eari 

tember.  

	

Normal 	Actual 

	

Mean. 	Mean. 

- September. 

Northern Tableland 
North Western Slope 
North Central Plain 
Central Tableland 
Central Western Slope 
Central Plain 
Southern Tablelafld. 
South We s t e rn Si op,e 
Riverifla 

Points. points.. 

2270 2009 1207 1090 

1824 1519 1048 1043 

1527 1009 ..859 718 

2354 1380 1493 1010 

1713 1034 1115 705 

1336 864 858 599 

2039 1284 1354 1068 

2014 ..971 1467 809 

1295. 574 . 934 507 
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According to returns mad etothe-ithattabi1isation 
Committee up to the end of August there were 2,725,548 acres sown 
to wheat for grain in this State during the current season. Based 
upon conditions existent at the 28th September prospects might be 
classified as follows:- 

&a Sown to Viheat for Grain. 
acres. 

Condition of Orops. 

505 9 517 Good to excellent. 
428,478 Fair to good1 

119 176,610 Fair to poor. 
560,966 Poor. 
32,029 Very poor. 

It appears certain that there will be a marked reducti 
in the area to be harvested which was originally sown to wheat tor 
rain. In those districts where seasonal conditions have been 

unfavorable many farmers have grazed off their crops because they 
considered it unlikely that they would mature grain. The lack of 
adequate natural pastures and the shortage of fodder generally hay 
been potent factors influencing farmers in-giving ovorto stock a 
larger percentage of crops than would ordinarily be the caso. 

• Unfortunately, the districts which usually figure 
largely in the production of wheaten hay are included in that 
section of the wheat belt where the crop outlook is so unsatisfac-
tory. In common with crops sown for grain those originally intend 
for hay for the most part have made insufficient growth and many 
have been grazed off. In view of the general fodder shortage it 
has been suggested that farmers in the more favored northern 
districts might out a greater quantity of hay than usual in an 
endeavour to ease the situation and thro arQ indications that 
Contractors ill cut a fair aount of hay  1n some distrits. 

A.siinilar position oxists with respect to oat crops. 
Oats are largely pzoduced in the wheat belt and the growing period 
appro&imates that of wheat. The cultivation of oats for grain, hay 
and green food has shown araarked..incroaso in recent years and, 
according to returns furnished to the Bureau of Statistics, farmers 
intended sowing 1,171,000 acres this season. However, in view of 
seasonal conditions, labour shortages, etc., it is thought unlikely 
that these anticipations were realised. Furthermore, oat crops whi 
were sown were heavily grazed and it appears inevitable' that the 
outturn of grain and hay will be roduced substantially. 

Attention is Invited to the map of New South wales 
(page 26a herein) which indicates the condition of the wheat crops 
of the State at the present time. It also largoly servo as a 
guide to the position as far as oat crops are concerned. 
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Reports by 
Agricultural Instructors and Honorary Crop 

and prospects as at 6th  
Correspondents as to cOP 

carefully 
co nditions 

analysed and • 	tptal yield of 20 9 000,000 
forecast. 	A October were 

bushels of wheat fr the current season haa been about mid_November and 
final forecast of 	

roductiOfl willbe.made 
that figure may be necessitated by the weather 

of some modifi cation 
conditions prevailing during the next .fW .weeks 

The following flureS with regard to 
and oaten 

the production of 
y, during 

wheat and 
wheaten hay, together With oats 

ended 1943/44, have been extracted fro 	
New South 

interOSti 	back- the ten seasonS 
Wales Statist11 Bull tins 	

They provide an 
on current sesOflS cDOpS. 

oomeflt 
ground to ,  the foregoing 

WHEAT ( Grai) OATS (n) 

AREA PRODUCTION. AREA. PRODQQIO 
US he  

Th'Ees. s• 
acr a 

1934-3 3, 892,768 48,67 0,000 
48822,000 , 

237,405. 
279,622 

36,680 , 
4,735,740 

1935-36 
i936-7 

851 3, 	,373 
3,982,864 5,66B4O00 2358l7 

255,144 
3 ,967,560 
3,395,130 

1937-38 4,464,664 
4,850,72 

55,104,000 
9,B98,OO 399449 4,831,110 

6,903,990 ig3839 
1939-40 4,3801595 7695529000 

23,933,000 
405,262 
23&,910 1,995,340 

1940-41 
194142 

4,453,963 
3,968,758 48,500,000 303,860 

431,299 
4,118,090 
7,338,213 

i942-4 3,032946 , 
2,693,000 

51,963,000 
47,500,000 374,205 710509438 

1943-4 

WHEATEN HA ftI 
. 	OATEN.HX  

tons. acres. 

 

. 	acres. tons. 

•:1934_35 271,272 34,00Q. 
267,000 

349,174 
328,866 

434,011 
396,O6 

1936-37 

24,632 
293,854 352,00O. 342,334 

312,337 

39,488 
317814 

193'738 ' 348339 3.50,0 
. 	12,000 413,002 430,824 

V 	 1938-39 
1939-40 

559,437 
264,239 373,000 349,266 

248,49. 

460,369  
:V .177 ,07V0 

1940-41 354,833 27i,D.0- 
315 9 000 289,9 283,978 

1941-42 346,261 
287,470 . 	373,000 351,985. 448,368 

329,905 1942.-43 
198,000 250,000 252,300 

i943-4 

-oo0OO- 
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES 
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY. 

Choice apples sell well. 

A goad demand ruled for choice apples, except smal 
sizes, particularly towards the close of the-month when suppli 
declined aj3preoiab.ly. The position, however, was considerably 
better than that obtaining during September of last year when 
stocks were extremely light. The range of varieties on offer 
season from both local and interstate sources was much better, 
included Delicious, Granny Smith, Jonathan, Rome Beauty, Democ 
Dougherty, Crofton, small quantities of Statesman, Cleopatra, 
a few other kinds. 

The ceiling rate was advanced to 23/- per bushel on 
18th September and this price was paid for choice local Delicia 
and Granny Smith as well as for some lines of Victorian Jonatha 
and Rome Beauty. Much lower prIcos,however, had to be accepte 
for small sizes and over-mature lots of Victorian Jonathan and 
Beauty, while small local Granny Smiths were also Obtainable at 
wall below the maximum rate. For western Australian Granny Smi 
up to 21/- was obtained but, owing to indifferent quality, many 
Tasmanian packs had to be sold to the best advantage. There wa 
rise of 1/- per bushel in Tasmanian Democrats to ii/- for the b 
sizes. Up to ia/- was requested for Oroftons but sales at this 
figure were limited and prices eased.  

Pears in reauest.  

The maximum rate for pears was advanced to 24/- on 
1st September. Some local Packham's Triumph were forward and w 
cleared promptly at the prices mentioned. Victorian consignmeni 
declined and generally the quantities forward were insufficient 
meet the demand. The coiling price ruled for other than some ye 
small sizes and over-mature fruit. The varieties available were 
mostly Packham's Triumph, A'inter Cole, Winter Nelis and Josephix 

Higher prices for Valencia orais 

Supplies of Navels showed a rapid decline. After ni 
September only small quantities reached the market and the and 
the season was in sight. Demand was very good and maximum rate 
ruled for the bulk of offerings. 

Marketing of Valencias was begun and, with the limit 
stocks of Navels available, buyers had to turn their. attention t 
this fruit to satisfy requirements. Large sizes sold very well, 
but counts above 163 met a restricted inquiry. On 18th Septembe 
the coiling price for Valencias was advanced by 3/- per bushel t 
21/- but the top rate for Navels remained unchanged at 18/- thi 
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caused some confusion in the trade for a short period. The new 

rate of 21/- was obtained for selected sizes of Valencias. 

Small lots or Joppas were available and some attractive 
packs realised up tola/- per bushel. 

Mandarins sd, Wall. 

There was a good inquiry fbr choice mandarins and large 
fruit sold up to 25/,whila f ow special lines realised to 26/_ 
per bushel. Small fruit was neglected by buyer'd oarly in the month 

but better' clearances w 	effected subsequently. The bulk of 
supplies comprised emperors, although a few Ellendales were 
available. 

Lomons mOVf3 OUtL t ly. 

Trading in lemons generally was quiet and values showed 
only slight fluctuations during the month. 

htsu p bananas* . 
Consignments of bananas continued to be light and fair 

average quality fruit sold readily at the ceiling price of seven 
pence per pound. Sonic "undor grade packs, however, had to be 
disposed of at lower levels. 

Early, in SeptombOr, demand for pineapples was only 
moderate and sales were made at from io/ to 2/- per case. The 
market showed an improvomOnt subsequently and prices advanced )  
special packs realising the ceiling rate of 25/. Bi-weekly 

ons ignmonts ranged from around 6,000 to slightly over 7,000 cases 

Choice pas ionfruitra 	 ricos. 

PassionfruitSUPPIIO8 were relatively light and prices 
of choice packs were maintained at fairly high levels throughout 
the month. 

A large porcentagO of the Q4ueeri3lafld strawberries 
which reached the markó,t wore affected by breakdown and much 
repacking was necessary before sales could be made. Rates  

generally were lower. 

es of peas incroaso 	ciably. 

During the first wek of September a large percentage 
of the light sippiios 	oas 'eaching the market wore weather- 



damaged, while while some lots from the North Coast opened up in a 
sweated condition. The small quantities of good quality on offer 
sold readily at the maximum of 23/4d per bushel, but much lower 
rates had to be accepted for other qualities. 

Consignments showed a marked increase during the 
balance of the month and on some days over 2,000 bags were on 
agents' floors, while additional quantities were on offer in the 
growers' section of the market. As might be expected, values had 
to be reduced in order to enable clearances to be offeoted. Rates 
for good quality lots, however, were maintained at levels which 
were remunerative to growers owing largely to extensive purchases 
for Victorian requirements and for Service needs. Closing prices 
ranged from io/- to to 18/-,with an occasional sale to 20/-, 'u; 
poor quality lines sold from 5/- per bushel. 

Maximum rate for beans raised. 

Choice beans met a satisfactory request and the 
ceiling price of 20/-. per bushel was obtained for both North Coast 
and Queensland consignments received early in the month, but lower 
prices had to be accepted for other quality lots. 

On 12th September the maximum wholesale rate was 
increased to 25/- per bushel but the quality of offerings was not 
sufficiently high to command this price for a few days. The 
decline in Queensland consignments and the variable quality of 
North Coast stocks subsequently enabled agents to obtain the 
ceiling rate for a small percentage of supplies. 

Small quantities of the new season's crop from the 
Gosford-Tuggorah district came to hand and were promptly cleared 
at 25/- per bushel. A few lots ivere also received from the Contra 
North Coast but the quality generally was only medium. 

Tomatoes in demand. 

An exceptionally good demand ruled for tomatoes and 
towards the close of September buyers had difficulty in obtaining 
sufficient for their requirements. Local glasshouso tomatoes wore 
keenly sought with the result that most sellers had to ration 
supplies to retailers arid, apart from very small fruit, the maxi-mu 
price of one shilling per pound was readily obtainable. 

The bulk of offerings came from Queensland. Early 
consignments appr:oximated 26,000 half-cases per week; the quantitL 
received subsequently were lighter, although still around the 
20,000 mark. Prompt clearances were effected for all reasonably 
good quality packs and the greater proportion realised the coiling 
rate of 24/- per half-case. 
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Small quantities wore forward f-rem the North Coast, 
of 	of 

and a keen inquiry ruled for other than a number 	packs 

immature fruit. 

Season for cauliflower 	end.i. 

Supplies of cauliflowers were relatively light as the 
only isolated lots were expected 

season was practically finished; 
to be available during October. 

Choice lines met a good request and, on a number of 
realised, while a few specials brought 

occasions, up to 30/- was 
34/- per dozen. 

Cabbages 	than ohoice slow of sale. _other 

The market for cabbages generally was steady for choico 
difficult to sell. 

lines but lower grade and seedy lots were often 
8/- per dozen, although occasional 

Top rates 
sales were 

ranged to about 
effected at higher levels. 

Choice lettuce 3011 well. 

Only light to moderate supplies of lettuce were 
available, although there was an upward trend in deliveries prior 
to the close of the month. Relatively high prices were obtained 
for choice lines on most days, but small heads,  had to be sold to 

the best advantage on a number of oocasiofl5. 

Heay supplies of carrot - clearances effCt. 

Heavy supplies of loose carrots were forward at times 
and values had to be lowered during these periods. The market 
improved quickly when stocks were reduced and rates for choice 
washed lots reached the ceiling of 	

per cwt. No bunched 
ips of choice quality were lines wore available. Loose parsn  

lightly stocked and sold at the top price of 28/- per cwt. 

Beetroot more p1enti. 

Considerably increased supplies of bunched bootroot 

were on offer and rates eased-. 
H .M. 

----00000---- 
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pjies show further increase. 

A further substantial increase in the nunther'of'sheep 
and lambs market-edoceurred during September, whenspplios totall 
397,864 head,1repr-esenting an increase of about 7O0O en ..the 
previous month's aggregate. On a nuniber o ,occastons the daily 
yarding exceeded 60,000 head, whil.a) considerabJe,. improvernent vac 
manifest in the pennings of grown sheep 

She e p well repre s ented 

Although he,ofterings.of 'iethers. and ewes vthe 
sonewhat liht dunn '.ku.st, consiniients during September were 
much heavier. A total of 147,040 haci wa avaiLable, representing 
in inerpas of pproAimately 14,O0 head. Shorn descr-itions 
corrprisod the bul1 of sup4ies, fair- to good tade descriptions 
oeng well in ev1den 	ptine heayyethers 	re aan scarce but 
ewes were ij0JJ supplied 	Fair ninber di ,̀' plain, 	ed sheep were 
also included in the offerings. 	 - 

Lowrvluesf or, sheep 

- 
Gener,J ly the market for shdp was irregular but 

average values over the period jlere 1tier than  those prevailing in 
August, the most pfonoune. dec1inc ben evident about the nu.cIds 
of the period. At the odening aaies a dearer market ruled, the 
Jmprovelnent nty being from 1/-to 2/- pei head 	Subsequently, 
vaJs were loijers anddtfrmn the fQliowing five auctions; rates 
prorebve-ly ded, the fsll a!tct1ng to. fgçin 2/- to 5/- per 
head. on good to prime, and 1mro for all other gr1des. 	y the  end 
of the montl, however, ra1 ati1ons were a little better, the 
advance generally birg 	i/_ to l/6d per head Despite th 
~Ji ri.ereased 9i,ppfles ófferrng depand at all times viafalrly 
consisteit, thile c &nu1er o occasoie the light yardings of 
vethers created a mubh tronel! 14 2iquir ftr suitable grades of o'os 

In the foUo'ing sales pr.tces trends over the period 
are 	intiicatedg.- ----•.• -. 	. 

Frst ieok. 

Good trade 46 lb. wothers 	(skin 10/6d) made 34/1a esh or 6d per 
heavy 52 lb. wethe rs 	( 	ti I-/- ) ' 	32/1d 7éd 
trade 40 lb. 0716 id  1/3d) 21/4d 6d 

Second Week. 

Good trade 44 lb. wethers (skin 2/Gd) made 25/lad each or 6d per L: 
1 	I 	46 lb. wethers ( 

U 1/- ) 	24/7d 	" 	6d 	U U 
11 	 44 lb. ewes 	( 	' 2/- ) 	20/id 	U 	5d 	ii 	U 
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Third leek. 
o. 

Good trade 45 lb. wethors (skin 1/6d) made 23/9d each or 6d per 1b 
U 	1 	42 ' 	 (skin 2/3d) 	i9/10d U U  5d " 

" 	40 " ewes 	(skin 2/- ) 	
U 16/lid " 	4d 

Fourth Week. 

Good trade 46 lb wethers (skin 5/-) made 25/5d each or 5d per ]h 
U 	 42 	 ( 

U  /) u 18/lcd ' 

U 	 46 	ewes 	
i i/a ) 	" 17/10d 	4d 	t7 fl 

Lower Cost of F:utt on. 

Although on one occasion heavy ;others realised to 7d 

per lb. and light to 7 	
per lb., and heavy and light eweS to 5d 

and 6d per lb., respectivelY, theaverage cost of mutton was not so 

high as In August. For the most tart, heavy wether mutton ranged 
in price from 4d to 6d and light from 5d to 6d. per lb., with 
outstanding lots of heavy wethers making from 6d 

to 7d and light 

6d to  7*d per lb. Light ewe mutton generally cost from 4d to 5d 
for light, with heavy at 3-d to 4d per lb. At times, however, 
light ewes realised from 5d to 5. and heavy ewes from 4d 

to  5*cl 

per 	
sold to 36/- each and ewes to 

 lb. On occasions, prime w  ld at from 20/- to 30/- and light 
3/- but mostly good heavy sheep so  
at from 14/- to 25/- per head. Other grades of sheep sold at 

c
orrespondingly lower levels, with some very plain descriptions 

making little bettor tn skin values. 

Lambs in hvy s up. 

The number of lamb-' and uckerS offering continued to 

in
crease, suckers in particular,being in heavy supply. Over the 

period a total of 250,824 head wa3 auCtiOflO(9-, or about 65,000 more 

than was available last month. Summer lambs again shoWed a fa1linF-
off in numbers but all classes were yarded, with medium trade quality 

lots numOl'OUS. 
Several lines of prime heavy lambs were, however, 

on offer. 

Suckers, which comprised a substantial proportion of 
the pennirigs, included a fair percentage of good to prime descrip-

tionS. Having regard to the unfavourable seasonal conditions, 
suckers generally made a very fair showing, although a moderate 
proportion was of medium quality only. 

Variable lamb market. 

Values of lambs and suckers showed a good deal of 
variation but the rise and fall in prices closely followed prices 

g market was dearer 
trends in relation to grown sheep. The openin  
but this Improvement 'as lost later and mst classes were from 2/- 



to 5/- cheaper. Towards the close of the period, however, some 
improvement was app&rent but the fall in prices was not fully 
recovered. The market closed with values at a lower level than 
those ruling at the beginning of the period. 

In the sales listed below an Lndication is given of 
the variable state of the market:-. 

First Week. 

Good trade 36 ].b. 	iarnbs 	(skin 7/Gd) made 32/lad each or 8d per 
• heavy 36 lb. 	suckers 	( 	4/- 	) ' 	31/10d 	' ' 	id 	' 

it 	hoavy 40 lb. 	lambs 	( 	' 	7..6d) 33/11d ' 	8d 

Second 

Good trade 32 lb. lambs 	( skin 7/6d) made 29/id each or 6d per 
34 lb. uckers ( . 	4-I- ) 	" 26/6d 	1  Sd 	Ii 

	

42 lb. suckers ( •" 6/- ) 	" 32/4a 	H 	H 	 H 

Third _Week.. 

Good trade 34 lb. suckers (sdr4/ ) made 24/10d each or 71d. por 
H 	6 lb. suckers •( H  3/6d) 	27/9d 	H 	H 

heavy 45 lb. lambs 	( 	4/6d) 	' 217/11d. H 	6d H 

Fourth Week. 

Good heavy 38 lb. suckers (skin 4/6d) madë:27/6d each or 7d 
38 lb.. lambs 	( ' 	2/6d) 	H  23 /id 	' 6d 	fl 

Prime heavy '36 Jb lambs 	7/ ) 	
H  40/4d 1 	I  7d 

Lamb aa ii' c heaper 

Following on ioerpr1os for lamb and suclr during 
August, lamb wac aair hoapo during September. The hihest 
price obtained per pound for good to prime suckers was 9d, whores 
up to 9-d was paid in the previous month. Generally, however, he 
lambs arid suckers were worth from Gd to 7--d, with some outstandin 
lots Rt 7*d to 8--d per lb. at sales held early in the month. .Lig 
weight carcases made from 6-id to 8d per lb. but at times from 8d t 
9d was rea1ised 	 • 

Having regard to the over-all quality of the peniñgs 
and the increased supplies, values generally *ere satisfactory. 
There are Indications thab there will be a continuance of heavy 
yardings of grown sheep ad lambs and suckers And It is problemat-
ical whether future markets .w.iil be maintained at existing price 
levels 	• • 
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Cattle Suppli3 

Supplies of cattle during September showed some 

penfliflS 
aggregating 10,760 head, jn]uding 1,433 auctioned in the 

store section. The quality was a,ain most variable and the general 

standard was no better than that of the previo$.fl9flth 	
Lany .beast 

arrived in a cøndltjOfl which indicated only too• piaifllT the-  seHbus 

effect of the drought in many inland stock-raising areas 
	Conditi1S 

00fltiflUd 
to be more or less satisfactorY:4n the ,north-east quarter 

of the State but elsewhere the pastoral position deterior.bd 

Thring the month the Controller of Meat Supplies too' 
action to acquire 25.Of operators'ii ings whih,aro suitable for 

Military requirements- . •Thia 
 

is in add.,tiOfl to the acquisitiofl.01%

the forequartors of each boast., her&tILO complete car3aSeS .aie 
requisiti6n0d however, operators receive cei1i•9 prices for the 
total weight. Jthere C orequarters o.nl are concrned, payment is. 
made at a lower rate. Values of cattle generally rece 

ded during the 
der, in addition to heavier aup.p e. of sheep arid 

month and this Or  
lambs, was probably partly responsible.  

Qua-end bu1loCk. 	 local supl 

For the most Part bullocks were lightly supplied, 
although on occasions they made an inproved showing This was 
particularly so when queensland consignments were available. 

Light7l eights predomiIatOd but most of th 
uoens1and drafts were of 

heavier weights. 	
u1ity range& chiefly from fair to good trado 

1thcugh not. equal to the extreme ra.es ruling at the close of 
August, values at opening were high, quotations ranging to 73/- per 

100 lb. for medium weights and to e/- for ]ightweightS. The 
weaker tendency on sccesivesa10dT5 

market subeqUOfltlY showed a  

until ,  the middle of the-  month when va'iue dljflOd considerably, 
53/- per-100 lb, being' the. highest quotation. Later ra'bes -Showed a 

rise and, at clbSing lightweights realisedtIO 55/- per 100.1b. 

During 
the third week tho' highest, rate, per. 100 lb. wa noted in 

respect of heavy bullocks which realised to 56/- per 100 lb., and 

• on a per head basis to  

Prime staors  

The showing of st:oerS durIng the moil th.waS only fair 
On oceaiofl8 

while, towards the close, it could be desribd as poor. 
good trade to prime descriPtions 	

moderate nun were available in 	 ihors 

but generally small, inferior grade sorts comprised...thO bull',of the 

O igfl1efltS. 	 '• 

• The market was dearest at, opening when quotations,rangod 

to 59/- pet 
100 lb. Values eased'irnt1l the mWdlo of 1he month and 

then reraIned fairly 
50y,,jth quotations., rangingom 50/- to 

56/- . per 100 'lb 
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Steady market for cows. 

Consignment o COW Woro:vr1ab1e, being limited at 
times and moderate on otIlQr occasions. Quality also fluctuated 
considerably. Prime heavy sorts generally made •a r1atirely good 
showing but, on.a few udledays s, . the gonoral standard was poor. 

• Although values fluctuated, alterations inquotations 
wero not marked and wore causod chiefly by variations in quality 
On the average, good quality steers sold to about 50/- per 100 lb. 
The market was very strong at closing when quotations for prima 
lightweights ranged to 537- per 100 lb. 

Steady market for ho1ors. 

Heifers were somewhat scarce and generally this c1as 
of beast was available in odd lots'' 	especially prime descrip- 
tions, Hoifers were practically unobtainable during the first woe1 
and, by the time supplies wore f9rwrd, the market for cattle 
generally had declined to more reasonable levels. 

From the second week onward, values iemainod. fairly 
steady, quotations for good to .pzime descriptions, covering all 
grades of weight, ranging chief 1r from 50/- to 56/- per 100 lb. 

Poor qj~a.lity yea lors, 

.xcopt on the final saleda, vealers mado a very poor 
showing Evon when consignments roachod moderato proportions small 
inferior grade boasts comprised the great bulk of the pennings. 
As a result, any good qaiitydrafts met 'a keen demand. 

On the oponin sale. day values reached 75/- per 100 lb. 
These rates, however, were flOG thaintained and the - market declined 
until the middid of the month vhen quotations ranged from 50/- to 
60/- per 100 lb. The market then improved and at closing, values 
ranged to 69/- per 100 lb. Fluctuations in prices wore due partly 
to variations in quality. 

Reduced punnIngs of p. 	 1 

Supplies of pigs during the early part of September 
were only moderate but consignmonts increased progressively and wore 
heavy at the close. The mpnthly aggrogte was below that of the 
previous period, 7,975 head being penned for auction, of which 5,103 
arrived by rail. Sales by private treaty totalled 1;554 head. 

Irregular market for baconors. 

Baconors continued to be well reproentod with quality ranging chiefly from fair to good trade. Light and medium weights 
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predominated early in the period but on subsequent sale-days 
heavier descriptions wQre more plontifuli 

The market for baconers again displayed an irregular 
tendency, although alterations in rates were not so marked as during 
August.. Valtes were lowest at opening when heavy descriptions sold 
to £7.56 per head while, on a iper pound basis, prices ranged from 
Bd to 9-d, the latter figure being in respect of prime pigs in the 
160/160 lb class. The riarkot was firw on the following saleday but 
values again receded during the afternoon of the th.rauCtiOfl. 
The final sale sawthe markt at 	steady level, with prices per 
head ranging from £3156 to £7.9.6 and eiuiva1entIatOS per lb. 
chiefly from 9d to 9d 

Heay backfattors in koon demand. - 
Backfatters were motly in relatively short supply and 

there wa a scarcity Qf prime heavy sorts. General quality was 

only fair. 

A steady inarkeb ruled during the first half of the 
ranging from Ed to 6d per lb. A firmer tone period, with pricqs rang  

was  apparent subsequently and, at closing, prime heavy sorts were 

worth 6-d per lb. 

Increa ec1pp Ii 	f ­porkers . 
porkersoontimled in light supply during the first half 

of the month but, at the third sale, consignments wre the largest 
fo some tithe. All, grades of wi'ght and quality were represented 
but prino iot were fairly scarcec Many suitable stores, however, 
were notided and the demand for these, for the most part, was very 

keen. 

Prices :again reached relatively high levels and on 
one s.aleday, quotations for lightweights ranged to 14d per lb. 
Rates foi the most part, however, ranged from about 9d to 10d 
per lb. 

• : 	 G.C. & j.w. 

_ooOoo_:._ 

• ALEXANDRIA RAILIIAY GOODS YARD AND 
SUSSEX STREET SALES. 

Consignmeits.of iocalpbtatoe3 at Alexandria Goods Yard 
showed a considerable falling )  only 2,890 bags, chiefly Factors, 
being available. Included in the toal were 355 bags of seed, which 
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wore not offered for gonoral trading. 

Supplies from Victoria, totalling 48,147 bags, showe 
a considerable increase; thes-e supplies consisted of New and No. 
grade Carmans and-Snowflakes, , also a few No. S grade. The bulk 
made available for civilian use with the exception of about: 5,00 
bags which it was necessary to regrade owing to mechanical injur  
greening, etc. 

Arrivals in Sussex Street from Tasmania showed a mar 
increase when 191,284 bags were received as against 58,278 bags 
August. Tho tubers chiefly comprised No. 1 grade Erownella, 
Bismarcks, Snowflakes and Up-to-Dates. A fairly large percentag 
was made available for general trading purposes, the remainder go 
to essential services and the Federal authorities.. Titholesalersl 
prices for No. I grade were £7.17.6; No. 2 and No. 3 grade £7.5. 
Chats £6.5.0.4. Primary merchants' rates to wholesalers are £1.5. 
per ton less than the figures quoted. 

At Darling Harbour Landing, 17 
and Snowflakes were received from Victoria. 
received fromlocal centres but these were 
and no rates were disclosed. 

trucks of New Carmans 
Two trucks of seed 

disposed of privately 

Slow demand for swedes. 

Supplies of swedes totalled 1,824 bags 
centres. At Alexandria, early sales were effected at £8 to £9, 
a few at £10,. but later demand was very slow except for choice 1 
ales being made at £8, su$equently reduced to £6, with inferlo 

lines at £2 to £4. Some Ines of stock feed cleared at i/- per 

Tasmanian arrivals in Sussex Street Increased to 82 0( 
bags as compared with 5,194 bags last month. Opening sales were 
made at £9 but later clearances were effected at £8, with some l 
as low. as £5 per ton. 

Carrots continue th1itsupply. 

Heceivals at Alexandria comprised consignments from 
Queensland amounting to 627 bags. These opened up in very good 
condition and disposals were made at £14 to £14.10.0 per ton. 
Tasmanian arrivals aggregated 1,505 bags, the bulk being sold at 
the lower rate of £10 per ton. 

Tasmanian arsns cheapr. 

No fresh supplies came to hand at Alexandria but, ea 
in the period, 1,854 bags received from Tasmania were disposed o 
at £8 per ton. 
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ti O 	sweet 	tt2 

Arriva1S of UecnSiafldb0etr00t amounted to 299 bags, 

which wer in clorijand at £14 o £15.1OTOPer torn See potatoes, 

also from Queens1nd consistod pt B2 bags which realised £14.iO.O 

per ton. 

Queensland pumpkins S car n!° . 

Rpceivals of pumpkins at Alexandria s1rioWdd a considerable 

falling-Off 55 trucks were received from nens1and and only 3 
trucks and lOS bags from local entrs 	In the first h.-, If of the 

month supplies were fairly god and sales of Queonslafld lots were 
affected at £16 to £1B per ton, 

Consignments subsequently were smaller and rates 
graduallT lncrea3edF sales .toing roorded at £19 to £21 per ton. 

Arrivals at Darling Harbour Landing include- 5. trucks 

frorn.UOOflSiand, for which X1. 0  rates ,ore disclosed. Local lots 

3010. at £1J per toni 

Prom districts on the North Oosst, 1 truck and 101 bags 

arrived- 
 in issex3tr0ot. These realised £17 to £19 per ton. 

Onions apaS 

o consignments of onions wore a vailable from Que ens land 

or Victoria during the psriod 

oaten 	
cAcnally light,- 

 Consignments of oiten cha 	w ff shoed a considerable falling*  

off, stocks, which totalled 4 trucks, being 
the lowest for many 

months' In the first half of the period praotically all lots on 
offer sold at maximum ceili.ig rates regardless of quality. On 11th 
Scptomber ceiling prices wsro increased by £L5.0 per ton and sales 

of good sound lots wore eff ected aL £9 tlO,.Nith prime lines at 

£9.15.0 to. £1015.0 per ton., 

,jaaeaton 	 up2 1L 

Racoivais of wheatofl chaff weree.xooptiOflaiY light, 
only half of last months total orning to hand. Supplies consisted 
of B trucks of good sound which early brought £8.50 and up to the 
ceiling level of £9 per toi. 	Later, mxiniurn raes were increased 

to £1O.5.O and some sales of good SouiLd were effoctd at £9,510 to 

£10 per ton. At auction, 1 truoM of medium realised 	 per 

ton. 
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iflE3 chaff scar cc It 

Arrivals of lucerne chaff totalled only 28 trucks, 
I 

	
2 trucks from !uoenSland. All lines on offer met with 

keefl inquiry, especially prime lines. Clearances were made at the 
following rates:- inferior £9.lO.O; inodium and good sound £10 to 
£12,10.0 prime £12 to £13.lO.0; a few choice £13.10.0 per ton. 

Heayy SU )liOSOf Maitland]Uperfl, ha. 

Consignments from the Maitland district showed a 
marked improvomont when 115 trucks came to hand. This oontitUtd 
the highest monthly total since September of last year. Demand 
continued very good although rates were a little lower. The bulk 
of new soft green lots sold at £4 to £5.15.0, with a few at £6 
per ton. 

Some very soft inferior lots sold at £2 to £Z, and a 
few dump-baled lots brought £6.10.0; medium dry realised £5.10.0 t 
£5 per ton. 

Supplies from other centres showed a considerable 
falling-off, only 22 trucks coming to hand. Prime and choice lots 
were exceptionally scarce. Sales were made as follows:- inferior 
grassy £4 to £5, grassy £7, medium £7 to £8.10.0, good sound £9 to 
£10, with a few £11.10.0, choice £12 to £12,10.0 per ton. A few 
dump-baled lots of good sound realised £11.15.0.per ton. 

Limited supplies of oaten ha. 

Oaten hay continued to be scarce; 14 trucks of rack we 
received, also 1 truck of derrick-pressed.. Early sales of good 
sound wore made at £7.5.0, with some sales at the ceiling level of 
£715,0 per ton. Later, coiling rates were increased by £1.5.0 poll 
ton and clearances wore then effected of medium lots at £6,15.0, 
good sound at £7.5,0 to £7.10,0, with a few lines selling at £9 
per ton, 

Straw sol is well. 

Straw consignments amounted to 27 trucks which included 
20 trucks of eaten, 5 trucks of whoaton and 2 trucks of rice straw. 
All lines were in demand and sales of prime oaten wore made at 
£7.5.0 to £7110.0 )  with prime wheaten at £6,15.0 to £7.5.0. Sales 
of rice straw, which was in very good condition were effected at 
£6 per ton. 

----oo000---- 	
CH.F 
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WHOLESALE 	iIOiJS COMJODITIESC 	A  
IN SYDNEY (1\1S.W.) DURING SEPTEMBER, 1944 5  

AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 513T AUGUST, 1939f 

The following table gives particulars of the range of 
prices in Sydney, as collected and recorded by the Division of 
iarketing and Agricultural Economics, in respect of various 
commodities for the period indicated 

31st Augus t 1939. 

2/4d 

£6 . 12 .3 
(plus £6,2.9 tax) 

£4.5.O 
£4.5.O 

161/2d 

lid 
10- -d 

1/2d 

ran10dLu 

Wheat: Home consumptiOn - 
Bulk - per bushel 

Eggs - per dozen 	 i/gd to 1/7d 

Butter (ehoic.e) per cwt. 	
169/4d (unchanged) 

Cheese: 
Loaf - per lb. 
Large - 	' I 

Special Brands - per lb. 1/Id to 

So ptember!! 

3/11*d (unchunged) 

lO.4 2 	ri  
(plus £2.8.10 tax) 

£6.O.O (unchanged) 
£6.O.O 

Flour - per ton 

Bran - 11 11 

Pollard - ff 	if 

selDtember 2gSt9  1930. 

From To From To 

Pigs 	(Abattoir Sales): 
Good to prime per head - 

porkers - 26/6d 56/6. 31/6d 40/6d 
xtra light 39/'6d 56/,6a 39/6d 44/6d 

57/6d Light 
Medium weight 44/6d 

58/6d 
72/pd 
75/6d 

43/6d 
50/6d 54/6d 

Heavy £3.1O6d £7,9.6d 60/Sd 75/6d 
Baconers £5.J0.0 £l4.6d £4.5.0 810.0  
BaCkfattcrs 

Note: 	The pig sales nearost 31st August, 1939, 
29th August, 1939 - were those hold on 

_---oo0oo-- 


