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lin Review I 

The Farmer's Guide to the 
Internet 
by Henry James. 
Published by Tennessee Valley 
Authority Rural Studies, 
Lexington, 1996. 334 pages. 
$19.95 . TVA Rural Studies 
toll-free number: 
(888) 885-9800. 

• by Korina A. Wilbert 

It is said that the future will be won by 
the electronically literate, not those who 
know, but those who know how to find 
out. Who needs a PhD when you can 
just point and click? The reference, of 
course, is to the Information Superhigh
way, the Internet, the Net, the Web, 
or by any other name, still the most 
significant information resource created 
in the history of humankind. 

It is, truly, the end of the world as 
we know it. We are entering the Infor
mation Age, fo llowing what is bound 
to be coined the Touchy Feely Age. 
While the old world hinged on human 
contact, the new world will be wired 
with fiber optics and our children will 
cling to computers like Harlow's mon-

keys to surrogate mothers. 
All that as ide, you don' t want to be 

left out. The Internet promises to af
fect information transfers of all kinds, 
business to social. If you have money 
in the bank, send mail, read, or live 
anywhere other than the eye of an elec
tromagnetic storm, your life will be af
fected by the Internet; and if you're 
not hooked up, you'll be shut out. 

That's why you should get this 
book, The Farmer 's Guide to the 
Internet, especially if you live in rural 
America, or know someone who does. 
Right now, Internet access in rural 
America is notoriously difficult and un
fai rly expensive. T his is the first book in 
the onslaught of Internet books flood
ing the market that is tailored specifi
cally for rural Americans and farmers to 
help them overcome those barriers. 

The book is divided into two parts. 
Part 1 covers all the essentials: an over
view of the Internet, how to get on it, 
and "bes t practices" for effec tively 
searching for information. Detailed in 
these first five chap ters are system re
quirements, basic Internet services, and 
step-by-step instruct ions for using 
them. I also liked the profiles of real 
farmers and how they are using the 
Internet to maximize profits. 

The second part is a list of over 
1,000 sites of interest to farmers, rural 
Americans, and anyo ne'; who thinks 

about agriculture. Subject headings in
clude "General Farming Resources," 
"Crops," "Livestock," "State-by-S tate 
Listings," and "Rutal Life." A caution 
about site lists: they can go out of date 
quickly. This list, however, is being 
maintained, updated, and expanded on
line at hrrp://www.rural. org/ tvars. 
Rounding Out the book are five useful 
appendices that offer advice on every
thing from finding the best place to 
buy a new computer to troubleshoot
ing your old one. 

Jam-packed wi th helpful hints, how
tos, and time-saving tips, the book is 
sufficiently comprehensive without ex
cess. Rookies will appreciate the simple 
explanations and minimal use of jar
gon. Veterans who learned how to navi
gate the Internet on their own will rel
ish the lesser known insider short-cuts, 
like how to change the default home 
page so you can always "wake up" in a 
familiar place. 

One of the best parts about this 
book is a chapter that addresses the 
problem of costly rural access. This sec
tion provides several solutions to get
ting hooked up with mini mum expense 
(or for free), such as expanded cal ling 
zones, toll-free access lines, and inter
sta te long-distance carriers. 

Overall, farmers, rural Americans, 
and anyone concerned about agricul
ture, whether newcomers or veterans 
of the Internet, will like this book. It 
wi ll, however, by the author's own ad
mission, go out of date quickly. Get it 
now and learn what you can. The next 
edition may only be avai lab le on-l ine. 

Although currently under construc
tion and laden with potholes, dead 
ends, and a number of "you-can ' t-get
there-from-here's," the Information Su
perhighway promises to be the credit 
card of the future . You won't want to 
leave home without it. And once you' re 
plugged in, you won't have to. L! 

Korina A. Wilbert is an assistant in agricultural 
extension with the agricultural economics and 
resource development department at the Uni
versity of Tennessee. 



Land Use in America 
by Henry L. Diamond and 
Patrick F. Noonan. 
Published by the Lincoln 
Institute of Land Policy and 
Island Press, Washington 
DC, 1996.351 pages. 
$26.95, softback only. 

• 'by Gerald F. Vaughn 

Land Use in America is abour land use 
change, especially in or near commu
niries. T he book is a call [0 vigorous 
acrion regarding land policy choices our 
sociery faces. 

T he aumors are well qualified [0 urge 
such acrion. Henry L. Diamond fo r
merly served as commissioner of the 
New York State Department of Envi
ron mental Conservation and, in his cur
rent national law p ractice, specializes 
in environ men tal iss ues. Patri ck F. 
Noonan, forme rl y pres ident of T he 
Nature Conservancy, is fo under and 
chai rman of The Conservation Fund . 

Drawi ng on their own experiences 
and the insights of knowledgable ad
visers and other contribu~ors to the 
book, D iamond and Noo nan com
pellin gly argue fo r a ren-po int land 
use agenda fo r A merica's co mmuni 
t ies in t he rwe n ty-firs r ce nrury, 
q uored as fo ll ows: 

1. Local governments must take rhe 
lead role in securing good land use. Ini
tiatives in land use planning and growm 
management need [0 be anchored in a 
commw1iry-based process mat develops 
a vision for the future. 

2. State governmenrs musr help lo
cal governmenrs by es rablishi ng reason
able ground rul es and plan ning require
menrs, assisting small and rural areas, 
and providing leadership on matters 
that affect more than one local juris
diction. 

3. The rul es governing land devel
opmenr need [0 be overhauled . T hey 
need [0 be more efficienr and more fl ex
ible, encouraging-not hindering-new 
approaches [0 land developmenr and 
conservation . 

4. Landowners must be treated fai rly 
and oppress ive regulations fixed. But 
maki ng government pay in order [0 ap
ply environmenral safeguards for me 
comm on good is a bad idea. 

5. Many government policies and 
actions-agricultural, highway, and en
vironmental programs-impact land 
use. If mey are not better coordinated, 
mey will continue [0 resul t in land use 
policy by accident. 

6. In selective si tuations, public land 
acquisition is needed, and a reli abl e 
source of funds must be available [0 

pay for it. 
7. Older areas in cities and suburbs 

must become a focus for renewal. Gov
ernment policies should help fi ll in va
cant land in already built-up areas and 
renew older properti es rather than pro
mote unplarmed expansion at the ur
ban fringe. 

8. As most land is privately held, 
private landowners must be galvan ized 
[0 assure a heal thy land base . Corpo
rate and individual stewardship must 
be encouraged by providing education, 
tax incentives, and ocher benefi ts. 

9. A constituency for better land use 
is needed based on new partnerships 
mat reach beyond tradi tional al liances 
[0 bring [Ogether conservationists, so-
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cial ju t ice advocate, and economic 
developmen t in rerests. These partner
ships can be mob ilized around natural 
and cul tural resources that people value. 

10. New [Ools are required [0 meet 
the new challenges of land use. La nd 
use disputes should be solved th ro ugh 
nego tiation or mediation rath er than 
th ro ugh confro ntation and litigat ion. 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
and omer advances in technology also 
offer new opportunities fo r improving 
land use decision making. 

Improvemenrs in land use decision 
making are needed on other lands as 
well, beyo nd the rural-urban fri nge. 
Land Use in America add resses one such 
need via John A. Baden's co ntribured 
chapter, a h ighly thought-provoking 
economic analys is of what's wro ng with 
the managemenr of federal lands, [0-

gether with Baden's approach [Oward 
improving the use of these lands . T he 
book unfortunately does not add ress 
another such need, p rop rierary con
tro l of America's fa rmland, which in 
my opinion will become a signi ficam 
public policy issue early in the next 
centu ry. 

I highly recommend Land Use in 
America [0 all who care about well-con
ceived publ ic policies fo r the sustain
able use of our nation 's land. As a 
fram ework for evaluating this book's 
speci fic pol icy proposals, I co nsider 
Mari on Clawson's views on policy mak
ing for natu ral resources (see Choices, 
Fourth Q uarter 1995, pp. 13-15) [0 

be directly app licable. [!I 

Gerald F. Vaughn is a land economist, now 
retired from Cooperative Extension at the 
University of Delaware. 
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