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¢ Households with larger plots, more labor per unit of land, male and younger decision maker are more
likely to use contour cultivation.

* Households with smaller share of migrants and relying more heavily on agricultural income are more
likely to consistently use contour cultivation over years and on own plots (versus rented plots).

* Household asset has a nonlinear effect: probability of use and continued use increases with asset level,
then decreases.

« Even with easy to adopt conservation practices such as contour cultivation, we do not observe high rates
of adoption without subsidy or monetary incentives. Government policy

¢ Why do some farmers use contour cultivation while others don’t?

* What factors affect adoption and continued use of contour cultivation?

* Household characteristics were collected during interviews with farmers in Kelang village in

1999 and 2001 using survey questionnaires. * The trends in agriculture sector (increasing off-farm employment, aging and more female on farm) are

worrisome for soil conservation.
* The survey team recorded the characteristics of the plots the survey respondents have in the

Wang Jia catchment (e.g., soil fertility, slope, cultivation).

* The survey team also recorded the cultivation method (e.g., contour cultivation or down slope
planting) of the plots that grew maize for 1999, 2000 and 2001.

* In 2002 and 2003, the survey team provided monetary incentives for farmers to use contour

cultivation. CONTACT INFORNMATION
Hongmei Liu: [hmyau@yahoo.cn; Qiugiong Huang: ghuang@umn.edu

« If farmers were provided with more secure property rights, we would see more soil conservation practices.




