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On Military Leave ~ Thomas Sharer
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 2~ ARTICLE i OF THE AGRICULTURAL
CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Article I - COUN~ AGRICULTURAL C0~ISSI0~ER

Section 50 ~ COUNTY DEPARTmeNT OF AGRICULTURE - There shall be
the office of County Agricultural Con~issioner in each county°
Such Commissioner shall be in charge of the county department

of a~riculture o

Section 65 = RECORDS ~ The commissioner shall keep a record of
his official acts and make an annual report to the Director of

Agriculture on the condition of the agricultural interests in
his county as to ~at is being done to eradicate or to control
or to dsstroy pests and also as to quarantine against pests,
and shall furnish from time to time to the director such
information as he may requireo

Section 65 - REPORT ~ The commissioner shall also make a
monthly report to the Board of Supervisors if and when so
required by said Board°

Section 85.5 - STATISTICS ~ The conmlissioner shall compile
reports of the condition, acreage, production and value of
the agricultural products in his county° The commissioner
may publish such reports and s1~all transmit a copy thereof

to the director~
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T0.~ THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTT/RE.,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS~
COT/NTY OF FRESNO

Gent leme n

The following is a brief report of the activities of the

Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner’s office, for the year 1951.

The work of this office is handled by divisions headed by Senior

Inspectors~ a specialist is alvmys in charge of each item of works

John Io Poison, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner~ has

direct charge of all the weed~ rodent and predatory animal work.

Helping ~ro Polson, there are seven permanent me, also seasonal

employees° The number of the latter varies with the time of year°

In 1950~ this division

took on additional

duties in the Knapweed

eradication program

which the Supervisors

decided to undertakeo

During 1951~ this

program was continued

and increased° The

results were good in

places where farmers

DEPUTY C09~,IISSIO}[ER POLSON WITH
WEED AI~ SPRAY TRUCKS

cooperated to the full
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extent in the caro of their fields after the weedicide had been appliedlo

Results would have been even better had rain come at mere opportune times o

The more rain that comes after application~ the better the penetration of

the chemical, and the better the weed killo Briefly st.a’ted, Fresno

County’s Russian Knapweed policy iS that ~he County will furnish one-half

the cost of the material, and all the cost of application of approve~

weedicides up to two acres, and the cost of application on~,~ from two

acres to ten acres° In this method of approach 9 the Department hopes

clean up th~ smaller infestations first° later, it is hoped we can

attack the larger pateheso In this work we have used 136,118 pounds of

chlorates, 100~495 gallons of dinitro and oil spray~ and 6~465 pounds of

carbon bisulphide° 011 wild morning glory and hoary cress control, the

Department used 1,652 pounds of chlorate, and for puncture vine along

the roads we used 88,789 gallons of oil dinitro spray on 5,233 miles of

roadsides°

In Rodent control work, 2179945 acres were treated~ using

1,657 pounds of

Strychnine, 17,692

pounds of Sodium

fluro acetate ("1080")

poisoned grain,

12,496 pounds" of

carbon bisulphide, and

47,328 v~ste balls’~

WEEDAI’~ RODENT FOREMAN P00LE MIXING POISON GRAIN



Several properties

were treated for

rats, using zinc

phosphide and v~rfarino

The Buroau of Reclamation

and Fresno Irrigation

District treated 7~600

acres of ditch ba~s

t

INSPECTOR HUGHES AI!D CREW GASSING SQUIRRELS

uncer our sui~1~ision ~ for the control of gophers°

Predatory animal control accounted for the following:

ll8 coyotes~

52 wildcats~ ~

33 badgers~

ll6 skunks~

16 raccoons

E7 opossums~

4 weasels~

18 sheep killing

dogs (west side)~ TRAPPER TELLYER

and 37 lamb killing civet foxes (west side)~

Plague area project, also under the direction of Deputy

Commissioner John I. Polson, placed 250 traps, baited with ~rfarin~ in

and around the mountain recreation centers° These were kept serviced

for weeks° The State and Federal government surveys showed that the

rodent population in these areas was too high for safety~ This is a

County~ State and Federal projec~



Standardization work~ headed by Senior Inspector Harold Yo Sherwood~

assisted by Senior Inspectors Ralph Mo Jones and Edward Mo Rose~ is the next

largest division° They watch and ~nforce the proper grading of fruits~ nuts

and vegetables~ which.

are going to marke’bo

The Agricul~1~al Code

has defined the grades

and packs of practica].l~r

all ’~he frui~s~ n~bs and

vegetables being sold~

and it is the duty of this

SENIOR INSPECTOR SHERWOOD INSPECTING CANTALODPES
Department to make the

inspections to see that the law is properly enforced° A total of 2~404 man

days were spent in this work° I0~5~3~180 containers of fruits~ nuts and

vegetables ~re inspected during 1951o Of this number~ 17~$66 containers

failed to meet the requirements demanded by the lawo There were two citatio~

and one court case° No record was made of the number of times packing was

stopped and corrections made in the pack of fruits or vegetables~ nor of the

number of containers repacked on such occasions° The latter would run into

large figures°

Egg Inspection v~rk~ under the direotion of Senior Inspector

Russell To Hatfield~ has expanded again this season° There were 827 premises

visited~ 171~939 dozen eggs were inspected~ 63 violation notices were issued~

involving 4~344 dozen eggs° There were two citations issued° No court oases

developed° Most of the violations were for improper markings° However~ we

did find one large packer who had difficulty with eggs infected with Pseudomonas

bacteria, but after the installation of ult~. violet lights for the detection

f
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of this infection, the trouble disappeared° I~033 dozen eggs were condemned

for containing inedibleso

The Division of Plant Quarantine and Nursery Inspection is under

the supervision of Senior Inspector Roy Mo Cowano

division~ has twice this

year inspected each nursery

in Fresno County° B~enever

disease or insect pests v~re

rotund, the plants so infested

or in2~o~ed were treated or

destroyed under the super-

vision of the inspectors°

Inspector Dunnegan of this

INSPEC T0R DUIU]EGAN, NI~SERY INSPEC TION

All plants sent into Fresno

County from nurseries in

other areas were also

inspected° In all~ these

numbered 3~532~260 plants°

All these vcere individually

examinedo I~430 plants were

INSPECTOR SCHILLI~C, POST OFF. ICE INS}~CTIONfound to be infected or

infested, and were either sent back out of theCounty or ~re destrol~edo

All plants, trees, shrubs or~vines ca~Lng into Fresno County by mail, express~

freight or truck were required to be inspected by this Department before they

were delivered to the consignee@ We believe we saw them allo All cars of

grain coming from out of State were checked for weed seeds by Inspector Conrad

Schilling°
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In Fresno County, we have a rapidly gro~ng industry with the

growing of seed° It comes within the work of this Department to do the

inspection work in the harvesting of these crops° We must inspect the

fields, check the harvesters, inspect the seed after it has been cleaned,

in order that the State give a California Crop Improvement Association

Certificate° We are re-embursed for our

expenses in this worko

There were 6,335 acres

producing 8,182,099

pounds of Cerbified

alfalfa seed, with an

FOB value of $2,335,381@

Of common field seed

(all kinds) there were

grown 4,008 acres~ which

produced 3,628,083 pounds,

with a value of $427,015o

886 acres of vegetable seeds

l l it. =’’ ] ."I .....

SENIORINSPECTOR COWAN TAKING AN OFFICIAL
SAMPLE FOR CERTIFIED SEED

(all kinds) produced 371,938 pounds, with 

value of $327~060e 213,578 pounds of seed were condemned and were forced

to be recleanedo Mr. Cowan forced the cleaning of 5,200 tons of barley

infested with Russian Kuapweedo He quarantined 893 tons of alfalfa hay,

which then was ground to a fineness that would kill any seed. He also compelled

the grinding of 441 tons of seed screenings to a 3/64 inch, in order to

destroy the viability of the Russian K~apweed and hoary cress seed which

it contained.
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The bee inspection work is under the direction of Inspeotor

George Jo Brown° The bees are far more important to the agriculture of

Fresno County than

the amount of revenue

which they bring

directly to the Apiarist

or that is paid in

taxes to the County° If

it were not for bees~ ~I

our crops would go

unpollenated, and

therefore, the crops

could not set° Our. INSPECTOR COTTOH, BEE INSPECTION

seed industry is directly

dependemb on such

pollenizat~ -.n~ American

Foulbrood disease is the biggest problem that the Apiarist has to face°

Constant vigil must be maintained in order that this bee disease does not

gain a foothold, for it would soon v~pe out all the hives of bees in the

County° In our inspection work, our Inspector William Cotton has endeavored

to search out and oheck especially the small back yard apiaries and those

which are neglected or abandoned. In Fresno County there are 16~495

colonies of bees. We individually inspected in 1951, 6,139 hives° Of

these, we found thirt~j-nine of them to be diseased "with American Foulbrood~

These were destroyed, but the v~x v,~s saved, as beeswax is one of the war

strategic materials which is in short supplyo



We joined with the State again this year, in bringing up to

date the figures on the acreage of all the permanent plantings of trees

and vineso This is of great value in arriving at the crop estimation

each year° Senior Inspector Lo Me Cox is in charge of this work.

We continued our pest survey works also under the direction

of Senior I~pector Cox. It is most important~that we filld new infestations

as soon as possible~ We have surveyed the commercial citrus orchards and

all the small plantings within three or four miles~ looking for Red and

Yellow Scale° Both these pests are threatening the citrus industry in

all par~s cf the State~ IVe found for the first time, Citrus White Fly,

established on the host plants in eight city blocks of Fresno° We also

searched for, but found no evidence of, Oriental Fruit Fly, European Corn

Borer, Colorado Potato Beetle, Japanese Beetle, Pink Bollv~rm, Cotton Boll

Weevil and Quick Decline of Citrus. We continued our weed survey~ finding

nine additional small infestations of Russian Knal~eed , but we found no

Halogetin or other new v~sedso We helped the State on their Beetleaf Hopper

check.

~elve wineries used the sugar point method of buying grapeso

In each case, we furnished an inspector° These inspectors made tests on

391,860 tons of grapes~ Two citations were issued. This winery inspection

work was under the supervision of Senior Inspector Russell T~ Hatfleld~

Pest control work, also under Senior Inspector Cox, has been

very active° It is mandatory that any applications of 2,4-D, 2,4,5~T,

Parathionj Arsenicals ih dust form~ and EPNj or TEPP when applied by thermal

aerosol, may be applied only when a permit has been granted by this office

after our examination of the premises~ We made 591 such examinations,

refusing 14~ and granting 577.
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Pest control applicators working under our inspection applied,

750 ibs o Aldrin
48,534.67.5 lbs, Sulphur

223,303 lbs.~ Toxaphene & Chlordane compounds

39.000~000 Ibs, Lindane, BHC & other Chlorinated Hydrocarbons
154,726 ibs. TEPP & HETP

12,924,000 Ibs .- Parathion

18,553 Ibso 2,4-9 & 2,4-5-T
1;785,000 Ibs ~ Other Phosphate sprays

121,820 gals. Oils
608:100 Ibs~ Copper

60,528 lbso Lead

2~642,060 Ibs ~ Defoliant

Tbs above fizures includ6 the addition of proper commercial materials

necessary for application° One conviction ~s obtained on a case where the

operator refused to properly apply materials. Four citations were made,

but on the v~ole, the cooperation was very good. With tho finding of Pink

Bollworm in cotton

pickin[~ machLnes in

a nearby cou~byr

Fresno County made a

complete inspection of

all the cotton picking

machines which had come

into the county, and those

which were found here,

which ’had come from outside

II[SPECTORS, COX, CORN AID LAh-DFORD FUMIC~%TING
I~:~C}L~.£uAL COTTON PICI~ERS

Califor~lia w9re fumigated.

Inspector Thomas E~ Corn

supervised this work~

Respect fu.1.1y submitted,

Agricultural Commissioner



1951 AI~N~AL CROP REPORT FOR FRESNO COUNTY
CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Compiled by
THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER’S STAFF

t

CROP

DECIDUOUS FRUITS & NUTS

Apples
Apricots
Berries Bush
Citrus
Figs

Dry
Fresh

Nectarines
Olives
’Peaches

C ].in,stone
Frees boue

Fresh
Dry

Pe rs in, ions
Pomegranates
Plums
Pr u~ e s
Almonds
Pecans
Wa inut s

GRAPES

i ,

Raisin%%rieties
Fresh
Crush
Dry.

Table Varieties
Fresh
Crush

Wine Varieties

ACREAGE PRODUCTION F 0 B VALUE
Bearing Non Bearing

140 7 12,880 bxs.
776 43 1,552 ton
288 13 1,152 ton

3,020 377 687,420 bxs.

13,959 885 19,543 ton
125 ton

I~051 459 346,800 crts.
1,004 119 4,016 ton

460 46 8,610 ton
6,981 2,981

579035 ton
715 ton

49 343 ton
186 3 558 ton

3,560 858 1,068,000 errs.
270 45 135 ton
701 671 501,215 Ibs.
24 4 16,320 Ibs.

1,324 522 1,668,240 IbSo

131,257 4,767
1,249,6d0 igs.

353,488 ton
155~I00 ton

15,375 962
2,621,069 Igs~

88,406 ton
10,819 589 98,189 ton

$ 22~540~00
620,800e00
322,560°00

1,501,695.00

7~328,625o00
12~500o00

1,248,480~00
261,040.00

602,700.00

6,273,850°00
214~500°00

~0,474~00
82,584.00

2,830,200.00
45,900~00

I05~255o00
29,377.00

400~378o00
$ 21, 943,458~--

$ 1,874~400.00
9,720,920.00

25,746,600°00

3,931~603~00
2,431~165¢00
3,436,6!5~00

$ 47,141,303o00
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CROP ACRFAGE

Asparagus 320
Beans - snap 75
Broccoli 275
Cantaloupe 10,243
Carrots

Spring i00
Fall 200

C au lif lower 60
Celery 70
Corn- sweet 200
Cuc~unbers " 150
Garlic 90
Lettuce 405
Onions

Spring 25
Sumner 60

Peas 790
Persian Melons 180
Peppers - bell 50
Peppers .- chili (Fresno) 175
Potatoes 2,410
Potatoes - sweet 660
Spinach 50
Strawberries 180

Fresh
Pr(,cessed

Taro Ii
Tomatoes 500
Waterme Ions I, 400

TRUCK CROPS

PRODUCTION

38O
8,750

2,200,000
2,048~600

24,600
44,400
15,000
31~500
28,000
56,250

8,100
85,050

12,000
30,000
78,200
60,840
21,250

111,475
421,750
115,500

15,000

123,454
1,044,477

37,500
175,000

9,800

UNIT

ton
hamper
ibso
jumbo orts.

6 doz. orbs.
6 doz. crts=
pony crates
sturdy crates
crates
lugs
I00 # sack
c~ates

50 ~ bags
50 ~ bags
30 ~ hamper
flats
lugs
lugs
I00 ~ sacks
3~# hampers
crates

12 bskt. orts.
fres& Ibo
Ibso
lugs.
ton

$

F 0 B VALUE

85,800.00
22~313°00

154,000.00
8,194,400o00

61,500a00
210,900~00

18,750~00
102,375o00
63,000~00
98,437.00
70=875°00

425,250=00

21,000o00
52,500°00

215,050.00
152,100o00
43,562°00

222~950o00
1,201,987.00

462,000=00
26,250°00

362,954~00
184,083 o00

16,125 ~00
393,750o00
392,000o00

$13,253,911o00

i

FIELD CROPS

Alfalfa I19,419. 656~804
Barley 445,383 ’13,361,490
Cotton 334,500 468,000
Cotton- seed 182,520
Corn

l~lit e i00 2,400
Yellow 1,500 36,000

Grain
Hay 14,976 22~464
Stubble 49,922

Milo 1,200 30~000

Pasture
Range 1,856,600
Permanent 65,625

Rice 12,716 534,072

Safflower 3,900 81,900
Sugar,Beets 406 4,466

Whea% 53,839 1,076,780

ton

¯ ~oo # sk°
500 ~ bales
ton

10011 sks.I00 " sks.

ton

I00 ~ sks=

acres
acres
I00 ~ bags
I00 ~ bags
ton
I00 ~ bags

$19,704,120.00
40,752,544°00
91,260,000~00
12,776,400o00

9,000°00
135,000=00

449,680°00
119,688o00
105,000=00

5,569,800°00
643,125,00

2,483,435o00
429,975°00

64,757.00
4~242,513o00

$178,745,037o00



CROP

CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEFD

Alfa ira
Range r
Buffalo
Califo Comm # 49

Barley
Arrivat
Calif~ ~’~riout

Wheat
Ramona

Mile
Double Dwarf ~ 38

NURSERY STOCK AND PRODUCTION

ACREAGE PRODUC TION U~[fT

3#466 2,426,200
1,464 I, 171~ 200

60 24~000

]-05 3..675
i, 052 36 ~ 820

28 I, 120

160 4,000

I00
I00

I00

I00

Ibs o

Ibso
Ibso

Ibs o
Ibs o

lb° sacks

lb o sacks

F 0 B VALUE

1,455,720o00
678,440°00

12,000.00

t5~068+00
150,962o00

4,592 o00

_ - 15,400~00____
$ 2~327~182~00

f

CO;,.%~ON FIELD CROP SEED

Alfalfa
Comnon 3,000 975,000 Ibs+ $ 234~878o00
Common African 238 77,350 Ibso~ 19~260o00

Fenugreek 160 240,000 Ibs. 14~400o00
Ladino Clover 40 8,742 ibso 7~43!o00
Meiiiotus Indica 268,333 Ibso 25~599o00
Hustard i3,ii0 Ibso 721o00
Rice 470 19,740 I00 ib. bags 128,310o00
Sudan 80 45,760 ibs. 3,203°00
Sunflower 20 19,640 !bso 4,124o00

$’ 437~926o00

"~ i ~;~1~ m" i ,1 i, 1 I i I, 1 +

I+

, I

CfKg~ON VEGETABLE SEED

Cabbage 2 3,600 lbso $ 2~160000
Carrots 90 34,256 lbs~ 25,692.00
Coriander 20 15,000 ibs. 4,500o00
Dill 15 15,000 lbs° 4,500000
Lettuce 685 . 242,921 Ibso 250~937+00
Onions 59 44,661 lbs° 33~496o00
Parsnips 15 16,500 ~bs. 5.t775°00

$ 327,060o00

FLOWER SEED

Sv~et Pea 7 I, I00 ibs ~ $ 385 o00
Zinnia 4 321 Ibs o 32 Io00

~V

$ 706°00
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LIVE STOCK

Beef cattle &
calves

Milk cows & two
year old heifers
Butter Fat

Hogs
Sheep & Iambs

Wool
Rabbits

NOo BREEDING STOCK

116,640

57,908

24,772
171,849

2,480

POUNDS PROD°

55,987,000

16,779,000
8o493,840

39,835,200
6~873,920

954,720
180,000

DOZEN PROD° F 0 B VALUE

$ 17,915,840o00

4,697,920e00
6,116,565o00
7,967,040°00
2,062,176 o00

544,190 c00
93 p 6 00’o O0

$ 39,397,331o00

POULTRY

Hens
Fryers & roasters
Eggs

Consumers
Hatchery
Baby chicks

Turkeys
Turkey hatch eggs
Poults

1,438,548
3,875,333

4,433,876
1,451,755

47,527
2,423,847

5,754,192
10,348,300

26,131,581

14,040,000
397,282

237,632

$ 1,668,754000
2,794~ 041.00

6,598,800o00
357,554°00
354~710o00

7,316,843 o00
819,830o00

1,842,123.00
$ 21,752,655 °00

APIARY

Bees
Alfalfa Pollenation
Plum, Almond & Peach

Po llenation
Honey Production

COLONIES

16,495
7,295

2,000

PROD UC T I 0N

1,154,650

UNIT VALUE

$ 18~000o00

1,00Oo00
I15 ~465 o00

$ 134,465 oOO

w

q
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CROP

NURSERY STOCK

Citrus
Grape Vines

1613
Naturals

Trees
Deciduous fruit
Figs

Bedding & vegetable
plants

Iris Rhizones
Gladiolus bulbs
Cut flowers
Potted house plants

i

PROD TION

20,000

22 7 ~, 1O0
147,500

2~000
3,000

18,173
2~200
2,000

1,250,000
1,875

UNIT

trees

roofings
rootings

trees
trees

flats
plants
dozen
dozen
plants

$

$

0 B VALUE

50,000°00

I0,219~50
6,637°50

800.00
900o00

27,259°00
I, I00 o00
1,200.00

12,500.00
7,500.00

I18,..i.16 o00

p

a



RECAPITULATION

DECIDUOUS FRUITS, CITRUS & NUTS

GRAPES

TRUC K C ROPS

FIELD CROPS

CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEED

CO~ON FIELD CROP SEED

CO~s~ON VEGETABLE SEED

FLOFTER SEED

LIVE STOCK

POULTRY

APIARY

NURSERY STOCK

TOTAL 195.1. FREShr0 COUNTY AGRICULTURAL VALUE REPORT

$ 21,943,4=58®00

47, IAI, 303 .O0

13,253,911 .O0

178,7L15,037.00

2,327,182.00

437,926.00

327,060.00

706.00

39,397,331.00

21,752,655 °00

13~,465.00

118,116,00

$325,579,150.00

I
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This is a report of what the farms in Fresno have contributed

to the County’s economy, also it reports the work which this

office has undertaken in directing and policing the Agricultural

activities as directed in the California Agricultural ~ode. We

have endeavored to give an account of the pests, diseases and

v~eds v~ich affect our productiono

The figures used in this report are the best which our depart-

ment could obtain and it is our hope t~iat they are substantially

correct. In each case where estimates were made we have contacted

several sources whom we consider qualified ingiving us a true

picture of the crops and their valuee

In 1981 the State made a resurvey of acreage of crops. The results

are materially different from records made in 1948 and even though

we have kept track of all pull outs, yet we cannot reconcile the

new figures° They cannot be reconciled with the old figures nor

with the production of fruits which v~re marketed from this area°

But because they are State figures and new, the acreage figure~

for trees and vines are given as they were recorded by the State in

this surveyo

~ CAogrityltofrF leCs°ommis s iOne.r

Fresno, California
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE i, OF TIIE AGRICULTURAL
,)CCDE OF THE STAT~’ U9~ CALITORNIA

Article 7 .-. COUNTY AGRICULTURAL CO]~,~,!IS~’IO_hrEB

S~c~f~"~ fO - CO[I]’TY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - There sh~ll be
the office of County Agricult~r~l Commissioner i~ e~ch county°
Such Com~$ssioner sh~ll be in cI%~rge of %he county dep~rt~en%
of ~gricultureo

Sectio~ 65 - REPORT - The connisstoner sh~ll ~iso ~Ze
~onthly report to the Bo~TS of Superutsors if ~nd t~hen so
required by s~td Boa.rdo

Sec~to~ 6~.~ - STATISTICS - The commissioner shgll compile
reports of the con~ttion~ ~cre~ge~ product,,on ~nd u~lue of
~he ~ricultur~l products in his county. The commissioner
~sy publish such reports ~nd sh~ll transmit ~ copy %hereof
~o the director.
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TO: THE DIRECTOR OF ASRICULTUREj
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS,
COUNTY OF FRESNO

Qentleme~:

" The following is a brief report of the activities of the

Fresno County Agric~itural Oommissioner’s office, for the gear

1952. The work of this office is han~le~ by ~ivisions hea4e~

bg Senior Inspectors. A specialist is alwags in charge of each

iten of work.

John I. Polsor~, Deputy Agricultural Comr~issioner, has

c~irect chc~rge of o, ii the weed, ro(~ent a~ prec~atorg ar~Irn~l

work° Helping Mr. Polson, there are seven permanent men, also

seaso~%~l e~plogees. The number of th.e latter varies wlth the

ti~e of gear. In 1950, ~his c~tuision took on ac~tional

duties in, the Russian

Kn~pwee~ eradication

program which the

Supervisors deci~e~

to u~ertake.

During 1952, this

program was cont~nue~

an~ invrease~. The

results were goo~ in

places where farmers

cooperate~ ~o the

Inspector Eulas Ward, sprayin~
Russian Knapweed



full extent tn the care of their fields after the weedioide had

been applied. Rains coming at proper intervals throughout the

winter helped our work. The more rain that comes after

application, the better the penetration of the chemical~ and

the better t~e weed kill. Briefly stated, Fresno Countg~s

Russian Knapweed policg is tT~t t~e County will furnish

one-half the cost of the ~teri~l, an~ all the cost of

application o~Ig, fro~ two to ten acres. In this method

ol approach~ the Department hopes to clean up the smaller ~

infestations first. Later; it is hoped we c~n attac~ the

larger patches. This gear, there was tncluded~ control

work o~ ang an~ all weeds which have been classed as "Primary

noxious wee~s" under the State A~ministratiue Code. In this

wee~ wor~ we have use~ i07~871 pounds of sodium chlorate~

17,502 pounds of Poly-bor chlorate, 36,097 gallons of

chlorax liquid~ 2~96# pounds of carbon bisulphide and

7,506 g~llons of Pentox #2 weed oil~ on 152 acres and 382 miles

of countg roadsides. For puncture vine, we used 24,925

gallons of Pe~tox #2 weed o~i and 330 gallons of Dinitro oil~

on 2,228 ~iles of countg 7oadsides.

In rodent control work~ l#I, II2 acres were treated,

~stng 1,487 baitings of Strgohnine~ 9~781 battings of

sodiu~ fluro aoeta~e ("1080") poisoned grain~ 16~2@0 pounds

of oarbo~ bisulphide, an~ 9~120 waste balls. Several



properties were treated

for rats, using zinc

phosphide and waryartn.

The Bureau of

Reclamation and the

Fresno Irrigation

District, under our

supervision , treated

7,800 acres of ditch

ban~s yor the control

of gophers.
Weed & Rodent Foreman Thomas Coughlin,

Gassing Ground Squirrels

Predatory animal control accot~nted for the following:

144 co~otes,

~7 wildcats,

~? badgers,

81 skunks,

34 raccoons,

1# opossums,

8 bears,

61 sheep killing

dogs (west side)

and 86 lamb killing civet

fOXeS~

Trapper John Ray with a days
catch of coyotes, fox, and bobcats
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Standardization work, headed bg Senior Inspector Harold Yo

Sherwood, assisted by Senior Inspectors Ralph M. Jones and

Thomas E. Corn, is the next largest division° Theg watch and

enforce the proper grading ol fruits, nuts and uegetables,

which are going to market. The Agricultural Code has defined

the grades and packs of practically all %he fruits, nuts

and uegetables being sold, and it is the duty of this

Department to mx~ke the inspections to see that the law is

properly enforced. A total of 2,#0# ~n days mere spen% in

this work. 16,519,187 containers of frtbits, nuts and vegetables

mere inspected during 1952. Of %his nt~mber, i0,711 containers

failed to meet the requirements de~ded by the law. There

were three citations and one co~r~ case. No record was mad~

of the number of times packing zcas stopped ~nd corrections

made in the pac~ of Iruits or vegetables, nor oE the number of

containers repacked o~ s~ch o3casioy~s. The latter would run

into large figures.

Egg inspection wor~,

u~Ser the direction

of Senior Inspector

Russell T. H~tfield,

~S expanded again

this season. There

mere 53~ premises

visited, 175,085 dozen

eggs mere inspected. Senior InspectorRussell T, Ha%field~
Explaining Egg Grades@



The division of Pl~nt Quarantine ~nd Nursery Inspection

is under the supervision of Senior Inspector Roy M. Cow,n°

Inspector Dunneg~n of this division, h~s twice this year

inspected e~oh nursery %n Fresno County. Whenever disease or

insect pests were foun4, the plants so infested or infected

mere, under the supervision of tl~e inspectors, treated or

destroye4. All p1~nts sent into Fresno County from nurseries

Inspector Conrad Schilling
Inspecting a Nursery

trees, shrubs or vines coming into Fresno County by ~il,

express, freight or truo~ mere required to be inspected by

this department before they mere delivered to the consignee.

~e believe we sam them all. All oars of gr~in coming from

out of Stste were oheo~e~ for weed seeds by Inspector Conrad

Schilling.
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In Fresno County, we haue a rapidly growing industry with

the growing of seed. It comes within the duties of this

DepartMent to do %he inspection wor~ in the harvesting of

these crops. Ee Must inspect the fields, check the haruesters,

inspect the seed after it has been cleaned, in order that

%he State giue a California Crop IMprouenent Association

Certificate. ~e are reeMbursed for our expenses in this

work° There were 8,042 acres producing 8,577,#78 pounds of

Certified alfalfa seed, with an FOB value of $2,701,244.002

337 acres of Certified barley with ~ production of I,#IFbjO00

pounds and value of $75,822.00; 80 acres of wheat with a

production of 91,280 pounds ~nd v~lue of $5,018.00; and

160 acres of Milo with ~ production of 320,000 pounds ~nd ualue

of $i#,#00.00o Of COMMOn field seed (all ~inds) there were

grown 2;#86 acres which prod~ced 2,555,069 pounds, with

value ol $365,#48°00o 90f ~ores of uegctable seeds (~Ii kinds)

produced #29,391 pounds, with a value of $261,709.00.

50,600 pounds of seed were condeMned~ to be reole~ned°

Mr. Cow~n enforced the cleaning of 800 tons of b~rlew infested

with Russian Knapweed. He ~Iso compelled the grinding of

783 tOnS of seed screenings to a 3/64 inch, in order to destrow

the viability of the Russian Knapweed and hoary cress ~nd

other noxious weed seeds which it cont~ine~.
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The bee inspection work is under the direction of

Inspector George J. Brown. The bees are far rsore ~,r~portan¢

to the agrf, culture of Fresno Countg than the ar~ount of

p~td f,n ta~es to t’e

~~ ~

for bees, our crops
~’~-

-,

and therefore; the crops ~:,.,~, ~.~.4,~t#,"~" :"~ ~: " ~..
Inspector George J o Brown, searehin~

coul~ not set. O~r for American Foulbrood in an apiary

seed industry ts dtrectlg dependent o~ suc~ polle~tzatton.

A~ertcan Foaibrood disease is the biggest problen~ that the

apiarist has to face. Consta, nt vigil n~ust be maintained tn

order that this bee disease does not gain a foothold~ for tt

would soon wipe out all tb, ehtves of bees in the Count~. In

our tnspectton u~ork~ I~spector ~tllta~ E. Cotton has endeavored

to search out and cheek espectallg the smut1 back ~ard aptartes

and those which are neglected or abandoned. In Fresno Cou~tg

there are 18~83# colonies of bees. We tndtvtduallg inspected

in 1952~ 7~932 hives° Of these~ we found 186 of them to be

c~tseased ~tth ,~n~ertcan Fo~ibroodo These were destro~ed~ but

the ~a~ ~as saved~ as beeswaz is one of the war strategic

materials whto~ is in short supplg. One case of fa~lure to

regtster~ also transporting diseased bees~ was brot~ght to

trial° This resulted in a fine for the vtolc~tiOno
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We jotneg wttt~ the State again this year, in bringing up to

Gate the figures on the acreage of all the permanent plantings

of trees any vines. This is of great value in arriving at the

esti,~tton each \ ~crop

year. Senior Inspector

this ~’,orl~. We conttnueg "~’~’.’~ ...... ,"~,o, , ...... ,.:mm i ~;~7~

,.: iSenior Inspector Cox, . ~,. ,-~>,-.,&~&,, .... ~ ~ml--’-’:" .... .~~’

uJe ftnc~ new infestations ~i I~ " . .,~": ~ ~..~ ~. ....

Inspector lanford~ ~athering crop statistios~
as soon as posstble~ ~e stops by big pump

have surveyed the citrus

orcl~args any all the

st~E~ll plantings aithin

three or four miles, loo~-

trig for Reg any Yello~

Scale. Both these pests

are threatening the citrus

tngustry in ~11 parts of

the State. Again ~e ~a~e

a survey for Pin~ Boll~orm

Inspector Bedford, checking oi~rus trees
throughout the County. We for Red and Yellow Scale

found, no evtgenoe of it. ~Ve

tool~ samples of 100 bolls each on every square mile of cotton

in the County. Also ~ith the atc~ of a Fegeral gin trash t~chtne

any so~e State help, we examtneg much trash fro,~ gins throughout



the County. A few gins were constructed so that suitable trash

could not be obtained. ~e have promise that improved conditions

will be facilitated in obtaining trash from all gins next year°

At the request of the State Department of ~igriculture, this

County m~de a survey of all the peach trees, inspecting for

Yellom Leaf Roll, Western-X and other virus peach diseases.

We found none. Our trapping survey for Oriental Fruit Fly

continued this year° This also was negative. A rechec~ for

Citrus Whitefly showed that the spray u)or~ gone by the State

l~ad been successfulo No Citrus ~q$itefly was fotbnd.

Pest control worN, also under Senior Inspector Co~c, has

been very active. It is ms~datory thet any applications of

Senior Inspeotor Cox, writing psnnits
for application of pesticides by

aircraft



Commercial pest control operators; working under our inspection,

applied the following:

1,500 pounds containing
2#5,633 pounds

49,020~ 022 pounds "
59,390,000 pounds

232,089 pounds "
906, 0?5 pounds

¯ fi0#,880 gallons "
6,93#, 000 pounds

17, 626 gallons
127,701 gallons
638,606 pounds

61,733 pounds
2,668, #80 pounds

Aldrtn
Toxaphene~ Chlordane compounds
Sulphur
DDT, Lindar~e, BHG and other

Ohl o r-Hydros
TEPP and HETP
Parathion
Systox
Other mitioides
2, #-D
Oil
Coppers
Lead
Def ol iant

The above figures include the addition of proper n#terials

~ecessary for applications.

Eleven minartes used the sugar point method of buying

grapes. In each case, we furnished an inspector. These

inspectors ~de tests on 246,500 tons of grapes. Einery

inspection mor~ was under the supervision of Senior Inspector

Russell T. Hatfield.

The figures given in this report have been gathered from

sources w~ich me believe to be the best obtainable. Also me

believe them to be as accurate as such figures can be reason-

ably expected. In every case, me ~aue gone to ~ore than one

source, often to frown five to six sources, before we determined

on a statement. The sources for each statement have been

recorded and are on file.
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There are three ways of gathering crop reporting d~ta:

1.. To as~ each and every person how much they produced of

every commo4ity. This is the way the Fe4eral census is

taken° Too often these figures are given distorted for

fear that the data given will be refiected in the income

tax or Oounty tax° Often the grower only has a vague memory

of what he produced months before.

2. Another way to get a, crop report is to take the ~nown

acreage of e~ch commodtty~ then to multiply these figures

by a determined percent of crop~ which h~s been thought

to represent the condition of the crop for that year.

The State Grop Reporting Service uses this method° Its

weakness ts in the fact that the condition of the crop

which is used~ tf it be off a srac~11 p~rt of one percents

will ma~e a large difference in the report results.

3. The thtrd~ ~nd the one which we believe to be the most

accurate w~y of obtaining s crop report~ is to go to

every packing houses every processing company., every cotton

gin and every dealer and obtain their figures of the amount

which they m~rketed. We check this ~gainst our inspection

records° These figures ~s to production are then multiplied

by the amount whic~ the commodity brought to the f~rmer ~t

the o~r doors here in Fresno.

To the r~ny friends who helped us with this report, we

wish to express our than~s.

.... I
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Fresno has gromn during t~e years gone by. Each year sees

more ~nd more l~nd co~e under oulttv~ttOno T~ts gear,

53,7#0 ~cres of new l~nd h~ve been ~gded to our cultivated

~re~o Most of this ~ew l~nd h~s been growth on our "West St~e".

With this gromth has come tnore~sed revenue to. Fresno Countgo

Our records show:

1942 .......................

1943 .......................

1944 .......................

1945 .......................

1946 .......................

1947 .......................

1948 .......................

1949 .......................

195o .......................

1951 .......................

1952 .......................

$ 88,545,544. oo

i27, 719,086. oo

144,932,1ol. oo

142, #55,593° oo

188..519,3o4° oo

165,446,034. oo

2o9,911,487. oo

223~ 733~ 963° oo

285,169,167. O0

325 ~ 579 ,150. O0

Respectfullg submitted,

ARDLE DIXON,
grtcultur~l Commissioner.

JWD/
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1952 ANNUAL CROP REPORT FOR FRESNO COUNTY
CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Compiled by
THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS~’ STAFF

CROP

DECIDUOUS FRUITS & NUTS

ACREAGE PRODUCTION Fo Oo Bo VALUE

Apples 142
Apricots 817

Dry
Fresh

Berries - bush 280
Citrus 3,275
Figs 16,200

Dry
Fresh

Nectarine s 846
Olives 1,021

Pickled
0il

Peaches
Clingstone 470
Freestone 7,239
Canning
D~y
Fresh

Persimmons 49
Pomegranate s 168
Plums 3,140
Prunes = Dry 289
Almonds 826
Pecans 24
Pistacchio 12
Wa hlut s 1,402

14~800 bxso $ 44,400°00

180 ton 162,000o00
2,633 lug 59266°00
I~120 ton 403,200°00

720,500 bxso 1,801,250o00

12,670 ton 1,900,500o00
5~500 flats II,000o00

288,778 lugs 960,868°00

2,600 ton 182,000o00
915800 galso 252,450°00

5,640 ton 310~200o00

3,950 ton 197,500o00
1,780 ton 676,400.00

3~736~309 lugs 4~819,176o00
20,642 lugs 41,284o00
46,888 lugs 117,220o00

535,615 lugs 2,088,898°00
185 ton 40,700°00

37~300 lbso 6,341o00
2,400 Ibso 480°00
’~ ~/27~ ~ a/6 /7°-

TOTAL ...........................

GRAPES

Raisin varieties 132~785
Crush 125,474 ton $ 2,823,165~00

Dry 185,735 ton 29,717,600o00

Fresh 2,819,713 lugs 6,34~354@00

Wine varieties 10,970
Crush 117,177 ton 2,6365483°00
Fresh 1,162,980 lugs 1,860,768o00

Table varieties
Crush
Fresh

15,976
97,675 ten

3,562,961 lugs

TOTAL° o o ¯ ¯ ¯ ¯ ¯ ¯ o ° o , ¯ o o ¯ o ..... ° ° ° °

1,7589150o00
_9,2635699°00

$54,404,219o00
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TRUCK CROPS

CROP ACREAGE

Beans - snap 75

Beans - Fava 60

Broccoli 450

Carrots 280

C anta loupe s 13,600
Cauliflower 45

Celery ¯ 40

Casaba Melons 20

Corn- sweet lO0
Cucumbers 150

_C~ rlic 60

Honey dew melons 62

Lettuce
Spring 893

Fall 200

Onions
Early 45

Green I00

Late 30

Peas 140

Persian me Ions 440

Peppers - Bell 60
Peppers - Fresno - chili 190
Potatoes 3,400
Potatoes - sweet 410

For seed
Romain lettuce I05

Spinach 75

Strawberr ie s 250
Fresh
Processed

Taro 24

Tomatoes 300

9;at erme Ions I, 120
Mist o Vegetables 1,000

TOTAL ................

PRODUCTION

16,250 hmprso
6,006 "

3,400~000 "
70,000

1,922,634 Jo crto
20,250 ~o crto

7~284 S° err°
10,035 flat
16,000 crto
90,750 lugs

9,920-70~bags
37,265 flats

145,680 crtso
25,985 crto

18,225 bag
400,000 dozo

15,O00-50~bags
64,539 hmprso

264,380 flats
26,000 crtso

197,600 luEs
960,793 sks°-IO0~
122,450 hmprso

4,500=lO0~skso
21,000 e~tso
28,000 ortso

$

155,125 errs o-12 bskt°
900,995 Ibso
60,000 lugs

7,200-I0~ sks °
200,000 lugs

13,440 ton

Fo Oo Bo VALUE

° ° ¯ ~ ° Q ~ Q @ a ¯ Q

58,50G~00
15,315.00

238, CO0 .CO
227,500.00

6,665,948 oOO
30,375 o00
18,2 I0 o00
22,579~00
40~ 000 oO0

204,187 o00
I04,160 o00

74,530°00

466,176 o00
72,758 o00

33,716 o00
180,000 o00
33~ 000 o00

129,078 o00
674,169o00
52,000.00

359,200°00
3,843,172 o00

489,812 o00
22,500°00
26,250°00
58,800°00

407,325°00
189,209o00
42 O, 000 o00

50,400°00
452,239 o00
537,600°00
750,000 o00

¯ $16,946,708o00



FIELD CROPS

CROP ACREAGE PRODUCTION UNIT

Alfalfa 123,001 738,006 tons

Barley 489,921 17,637,156 100~skso

Castor Beans 800 960~000 pounds

Cotton 388,000 801,200 Bales

Cotton seed 192s974 Tons

Linters 40,138,592 Pounds

Grain
Hay 16,474 24~706 Tons

Stubble 48~992
Milo 2,400 60,000 i00~ skso

Pasture
Range 1,766,600
Permanent 62,344

Rice 20,000 800,000 100~skso

Safflower 3,200 310 Tons

Sugar Beets 900 21,180 Tons

Wheat 26,939 619,137 100~sks.

TOTAL° o o o ¯ o o o o o o o o ¯ o o o @ ° o o o ° ¯ ~ ° ° " "

FoOoBo VALUE

$ 22,140,180o00
55,027,927.00

100,320o00
85~204~000o00
12~736,284o00

2,809~701o00

617~650.00
61,240o00

210~000o00

2,208,250°00
2~680,792o00
4~480,000~00

30,225°00
268~605°00

2~321,764o00

¯ $190,896,938o00
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NURSERY STOCK AND PRODUCTION

CROP ACREAGE PRODUCTION Fo O. Bo VALUE

CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEED

Alfalfa
Buffalo 2,109 1,998,958 ibs. $ 799,,583@00
Ranger 5,710 4~606,013 lbso 1,842,405o00
Calif. Comm. # 49 60 279414 Ibs. 10,965@00
Caliverde !17 55,584 Ibs° 33,230o00
Atlantic 46 3S~469 Ibs @ 15,061@00

Barley
Calif. Mariou% 337 1,445,000 Ibs° 75,862 o00

Wheat
Ramona ~ 44 80 91,240 Ibso 5,018o00

Milo
Double Dwarf 160 320,000 Ibso 14~400.00

TOTAL ......................... . o $2~796~524°00~

COMMON FIELD CROP SEED

Alfalfa
Canadian Field Peas
Me lilotus
Purple Vetch
Sunflowers
Sudan
Milo

2,206 1,323~600 Ibs. $ 304,428@00
80 129,500 Ibso 4,532@00

4SI~969 Ibso 21,598°00
280,000 Ibs o 14,000.00

20 40,000 Ibs @ 8,400.00
20 30,000 Ibs@ 1,650@00

160 3209000 Ibs° _ I!, 840.00

$ 368,448o00T0~Lo ~ . o o o o o . o o o o . o o . o . ~.. o o o o o

L~ .......

CO~ON VEGETABLE SEED

Carrots 81 29,979 Ibs o
Corriander 25 45~000 Ibs o
Dill 15 32,000 Ibs o
Mustard 19 13~300 Ibs o
Onion 67 3/4 47,998 Ibs.
Lettuce

Head 170 42,500 ibs o
Loose Leaf 94 37,600 Ibso

Mist° varieties 412 166,866 Ibs.
Parsnips I0 9,000 ibs °
Peas 6 2,423 Ibs o
Swee~ Corn 6 2,725 Ibso

$ 11,992@00
3,600°00
4,800@00
1,995.00

33,599.00

46,750°00
16~920000

137,552.00
2,700.00

848,00
953.00

TOTAL .......................... o $ 261,709o00
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NURSERY STOCK PRODUCTION UNIT

Grape Vines 326,000 Rootings
Fruit Trees

Deciduous 30,249 Rootings
Citrus 8,000 Rootings

TOTAL° o o ° ¯ o ¯ ¯ ¯ . ¯ ¯ ° o ¯ ° o o ° o . o o + o o o

Fo0oBo VALUE

$ 15,070o00

11,952o00
20 000°00

$ 47~022o00

Bulbs & rhizones
Gladiolus bulbs 56+000
Dahlia tubers 200
Iris rhizones 8,400

Chrysanthemum 250, Rootings

$ I~680000
I00o00

2,100o00
62°00

$ 3,942 o00

Bedding Plants
Pansies,(full grown) 250,000

Cut flowers
Gladiolus 8,000
Chrysanthemums 6,000
Orchids 300
Dahlias 40,000

Plants

Doz o
Doz,°

TOTAL. o + o ° o o , ¯ ¯ . ¯ o o o + ° o o o o o o o o ° o

$ 5,000000

6,000.00
3,000000

450000
I~200o00

$ 15~650o00

Vegetable plants 18,000 Flats $ 27,000 o00
Ornamenta Is 6 O~ 000 12,000.00
Ramie roots 28,500 570 o00
Misce llane ous 25,000 25.000 o00

TOTAL° o o o . ° o . ° . o o o o o ¯ o . o . ¯ ° ° o o ° ° $ 64,570000

TOTAL NURSERY STOCK .................... $131~184o00
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LIVE S TOCK

NO° BREEDING STOCK POUNDS PROD o DOZEN PROD°
\\

Beef cattle &
calves 128,304 71~208,720

Milk cows & two
year old heifers 46~900 22,000,000

Butter fat & milk 8,788,000
Hogs 2 i, 800 39,240,000
Sheep & lambs 180,441 16~239~890

Wool 1,623~969
Rabbits 3,224 309~ 504

TOTAL ................................

Fo 0o Bo VALUE

$ 18,514~267o00

5~280,000o00
I0~985~000o00
7~455~600o00
4~222,319o00

974~381o00
....... 83~566o00

$ 47,515,133o00

POULTRY

Hens
Fryers & roasters
Eggs

Consumers (sold for food)
Hatchery
Baby chicks 3,864,240

Turkeys
Turkey hatch eggs

Poults 3~438,040

4,485~872
10,928,442

23,793,600

$ 897,174o00
3~ 059,963 o00

15~074,365 6,632~ 720000
368~,426 294,740 o00

618,278o00
7,376 ~ 016 o00

286,420 773,334 o00
...... 2~062~824o00,,

TOTAL ................................ $ 21,715~049o00

C 0LONIES PRODUC TION UNIT

APIARY

Bees 2 I, 602
Alfalfa Pollen-

ation 12 ~ 040
Plum~ Almond &
Melon Pollenation I~i00

Honey production
Wax production

1,684~000 Ibs.
28,066 Ibso

TOTAL ................................ $

Fo Oo Bo VALUE

64,400°00

I~ 700000
176 ~ 820 o00
11~226 o00

254~ 146 o00

~.~ ....
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RECAPITULATION

DECIDUOUS FRUITS AND NUTS .................

GRAPES ....................................

TRUCK CROPS ...............................

FIELD CROPS ...............................

CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEED .................

CO~II~ON FIELD CROP SEED ....................

COMMON VEGETABLE SEED .....................

NURSER Y STOCK .............................

LI VESTOCK ..................................

POULTRY ...................................

AP I AR Y .....................................

54~ 404,219. O0

16,. 946, 708. O0

190,896.° 938. O0

2,796,52#° O0

366 ~ 448 o O0

261,709. OO

131,18#oO0

47,.915~ 133. O0

21,71fi, 01+9. O0

251+ ~ 11+6o O0

TOTAL 19.g2 FRESNO COUNTY AGRICULTURAL VALUE REPORT° o. ~S;fi4 ~--~-(r;~

_ 2+" g

Office staff: Irene Douglas and Lucille Smith
Proof reading Annual Report
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FRESNO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGR I CUL lURE
OFF IOE OF THE AGR ICULTURAL COMM ISS ~ONER

F FRESNO COUNI Y I
]"--C’r’~q~T’~l

OF J

,~ !oo,TOR~ oo~’,~,ss ~o~_R--1I

---JOHN ~AR LE DIXON
L-.---~ ......

-i

I
SENIOR AGRICULTURAL INSPECTORS

HoY° SHERWOOD~ STANDARDIZATION
ROY M° COWAN~QUARANTINE~ SEED &

NURSERY INSPECTION

Ro Mo JONES; STANDARDIZATION &

QUARANTINE (WEST SIDE)

Lo Mo Cox~ PEST CONTROL & SURVEYS

To Eo OORN~ STANDARDIZA’[ION &

QUARANT’INE (EAST SIDE)

R° To HATFiELD~ EGG INSPECTION &
STANDARDIZATnON

AGRICULTURALINSPECTORS

CHIEF AGRICULq’URAL INSPECTOR"’l
~I~’-’Po~’-W’EED, RODENT I

AND~Y ANIMAL CONTROL_~

i ’&K--------q
INTER,, STENOoCLERK I

_if__

--T--

EULAS’WARD~ RODENT CONTROL

JOE Eo PRUETT$ WEED CONTROL

WEED AND RODENT EN
RAY MYERS
CONSTANTINO FANUOOHI

RONALD J. LEACH

l
TRAPPERS

JONN RAY~ MENDOTA

CLAUDE T. OOFFELT~
DUNLAP

VACANCIES FILLED WITH SEASONAL
MEN9 PENDING EXAMINATIONSo

]
AGRICULTURAL INSPECTORS--’---’-"

CONRAD SOHILLING~ QUARANTINE &
SEED INSPECTION

H~ Vo DUNNEGAN~ NURSERY INSPECTION

WMo Eo COTTON~ APIARY INSPEOTION~
PEST CONTROL &STANDARDIZATION

GEOo Jo BROWN~ APIARY INSPEOTION

JOHN BEDFORD~ STANDARDIZATION

KENNETH WHITFIELD~ PEST CONTROL &
STANDARDIZATION

B. Eo PODUSKA$ STANDARDIZATION &
PEST CONTROL

LE RoY ’WEST~ STANDARDIZATION &

L SEED INSPECTION

I
ON MILITARY LEAVE OF ABS~_.~.0E
THOSL SHARER~ AGo INSPECTOR

DANNY KLEINHAMMER~ AGo INSPEOTOR
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH OHAPTER 29 ARTICLE 1~ OF THE AGRICULTURAL
CODE OF THE STATE OF 0AL I FORNIA

ARTRCLE 1 - COUNTY AGRIOULTURAL COMMISSIONER

I

SEOTION50 COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - THERE SHALL BE
THE OFFICE OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER IN EAOH OOUNTYo
SUOH COMMISSIONER SHALL BE IN CHARGE OF THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT
OF AGR~OULTUREo

SECTION 6~ - RECORDS = THE COMMISSIONER SHALL KEEP A RECORD OF
HIS OFFICIAL AOTS AND MAKE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR OF
AGRICULTURE ON THE CONDITION OF THE AGRIOULTURAL INTERESTS IN
HIS COUNTY AS TO WHAT IS BEING DONE TO ERADICATE OR TO OONTROL
OR TO DESTROY PESTS AND ALSO AS TO QUARANTINE AGAINST PESTS~
AND SHALL FURNISH FROM TIME TO TIME TO THE DIRECTOR SUCH

INFORMATION AS HE MAY REQUIREo

SEOTION 65 ~ REPORT = THE COMMISSIONER SHALL ALSO MAKE A
MONTHLY REPORT TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS IF AND WHEN SO
REQUIRED BY SAID BOARDo

SECTION 65o5 = STATISTICS = THE OOMMISSIONER SHALL COMPILE
REPORTS OF THE CONDITION~ AOREAGE~ PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF
THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUOTS IN HIS OOUNTYo THE COMMISSIONER
MAY PUBLISH SUOH REPORTS AND SHALL TRANSMIT A COPY THEREOF
TO THE DIREOTOR~

3



TO:, THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF FRESNO

,i

GENTLEMEN :

THE FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

FRESNO COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER’S OFFIOE~ FOR THE ~EAR

1953. THE WORK OF THIS OFFICE IS HANDLED BY DIVISIONS HEADED BY

SENIOR INSPECTORS, A SPECIALIST IS ALWAYS IN CHARGE OF EACH ITEM

OF WORK.

dOHN I. POLSON~ DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER HAS

DIREOT CHARGE OF ALL THE WEED~ RODENT AND PREDATORY ANIMAL WORK,

HELPING MR. POLSON~ THERE ARE SEVEN PERMANENT MEN~ ALSO SEASONAL

EMPLOYEES° THE NUMBER OF THE LATTER VARIES WITH THE TIME OF YEAR.

IN 1950 THIS DIVISION TOOK ON THE ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF AN ERADICATION

PROGRAM FOR THE EVENTUAL ERADICATION OF RUSSIAN KNAPWEED. IN 1951,

THIS WAS ENLARGED TO ALL

VARIETIES OF WEEDS9 SPECIFIED

IN THE AGRICULTURAL

~DMINISTRATIVE CODE AS BEING

"PRIMARY NOXIOUS WEEDS"o

EACH YEAR THE WEED WORK HAS

INCREASED# AND THE RESULTS

HAVE BEEN GOOD~ ESPECIALLY

.... t _ dl,

DEPUTY 0OMMISS lONER POLSON
INSPEOTING A PLOT STERILIZED

WITH C,,MoUo



IN THOSE FIELDS WHERE THE FARMERS COOPERATED TO THE FULL EXTENT IN

THE CARE OF THEIR FIELDS AFTER THE WEEDIOIDES HAD BEEN APPLIEDo

RAINS CAME AT OPPORTUNE TIMES THROUGHOUT THE WINTERo THIS HELPED

\

OUR WORK° Ta~ r!’~RE RAIN THAT COMES AFTER THE APPLIOATION~ THE

SETTER THE PENETRATION OF THE CHEMICALS AND THE BETTER THE KILLo

BRIEFLY STATED~ FRESNO COUNTYgS PRIMARY NOXIOUS WEED POLICY IS

THAT THE COUNTY W~LL FURNISH ONE-HALF OF THE COST OF THE MATERIAL

AND ALL TI4E COST OF THE APPLICATION~ ON PLOTS UP TO TWO AORES~

AND THE COST OF APPLICATION ONLY ON PLOTS OF FROM TWO TO TEN

AORES. BY THIS METHOD OF APPROACH THE DEPARTMENT HOPES TO OLEAN

UP THE SMALLER INFESTATIONS FIRSTo LATER IT IS HOPED WE CAN ATTACK

THE LARGER PATCHESo IN THIS WEED WORK~ WE HAVE USED 538,922 POUNDS

OF SODIUM OHLORATE9 5~7 O0 POUNDS OF POLY-BOR OHLORATE~ 20,735 GALLONS

OF OHLORAX LIQUID, 26~17o POUNDS OF CARBON BISULPHIDE AND 2o,613 GALLONS

OF WEED OIL ON 470 ACRES AND ¢16°& MILES OF COUNTY ROADSIDESo FOR

PUNCTURE VINE WE USED 1,480 GALLONS OF WEED OIL AND 20#GALLONS OF

DINITRO ON 214 MILES OF COUNTY ROADSIDES° AN ADDITIONAL METHOD OF

WEED CONTROL WHICH SEEMS TO GIVE PROMISE IN LOCATIONS WHERE WATER

IS EASILY AVAILABLE IS THE PLANTING OF RICE ON THE .~:~STED PATCHES.
f

THE INUNDATION NECESSARY FOR THE GROWING OF RICE RO]S THE DEEP

SEATED ROOT SYSTEMS OF KNAPWEED~ MORNING GLORY~ ETCo THE USE OF

2,4-D HAS PROVEN A VALUABLE MATERIAL FOR THE CONTROL OF ANNUAL

WEEDS BUT THE RESULTS IN ITS USE FOR SUCH WEEDS AS RUSSIAN KNAPWEED~

MORNING GLORY~ ETOo HAVE LEFT MUCH TO BE DESIRED.



~N RODENT OONTROL WORK~ 179,710 ACRES WERE TREATED WITH POISON GRAIN~

USING 1~593 POUNDS OF BAITINGS OF STRYCHNINE9 13~067 POUNDS OF BAITINGS

OF SODOUM FLURO ACETATE (’~1080’~)~ 135 POUNDS OF BAITINGS USING ZING

PHOSPH~DE~ 12~E41 POUNDS OF CARBON BISULPHIDE AND 56~380 WASTE BALLS°

~’1 PROPERTIES WERE TREATED

F’OR RATS~ USnNG 28 POUNDS

OF ZINC PHOSPHIDE BAITINGS AND

I69½ POUNDS OF WARFARSNo THE

Uo So BUREAU OF REOLAMATION

AND THE IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

UNDER OUR SUPERVISION9 TREATED

30 MILES OF DITCH BANKS FOR THE

CONTROL OF GROUND SQUIRRELS°

WEED & RODENT FOREMAN LEAOH MIXING

POISON BAITS FOR RODENT CONTROL

AT THE REQUEST OF THE STATE HEALTH

DEPARTMENT~ WE ENTERED INTO A WORKING AGREEMENT TO REDUCE RODENTS

IN THE RESORT AREAS WHERE THESE RODENTS HAD BEEN FOUND TO BE INFECTED

WITH RODENT BORNE HUMAN DISEASES° IN THIS WORK WE USED 6~050 POUNDS

OF’ WARFARIN,

17’7 OOYOTES~

4’7 WILDOATS~

60 BADGERS9

102 SKUNKS~

12 RAOOOONS~

7~CSB~M~,

PREDATORY ANIMAL OONTROL ACCOUNTED FOR THE FOLLOWINGS:

~’il{

A BIG WILDCAT WHICH

WAS CAUGHT BY TRAPPER

COFFELT~ FATHER OF

LARRY, AGE 8 AND BONN IE,

AGE ’7



107 SHEEP KILLING DOGS~ AND. 15G LAMB KILLING CIVET FOXES~

MA~NG A ~’OTAL OF 668 ANIMALS TRAPPEDo

STANDARDIZATION WORK~ HEADED BY SENIOR INSPEOTOR HAROLD Yo

SHERWOODs ASSgSTED BY SENIOR INSPEOTORS RALPH Mo JONES AND

THOMAS Eo CORN9 IS THE NEXT LARGEST DIVISION0 THEY WATCH AND

ENFORCE THE PROPER GRADING OF FRUITS~ NUTS AND VEGETABLES~ WHICH

ARE GOING TO MARKET° THE AGRICULTURAL CODE HAD DEFINED THE GRADES

AND PACKS OF PRACTICALLY ALL THE FRUITS~ NUTS AND VEGETABLES BEING

SOLD~ AND IT IS THE DUTY OF

THIS DEPARTMENT TO MAKE

THE INSPECTIONS TO SEE THAT

THE LAW iS PROPERLY ENFOROEDo

A. TOTAL OF 1~880 MAN DAYS WERE

SPENT IN THIS WORKo

11 ~740~616 CONTAINERS OF

FRUITS~ NUTS AND VEGETABLES

WERE iNSPECTED DURING 1953o

INSPECTOR WHITFIELD MAKING

ORANGE MATURITY TESTS

OF THiS NUMBER9 43~084 CONTAINERS FAILED TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS

DEMANDED BY THE LAWo THERE WERE 2 CITATIONS AND 2 COURT OASESo

NO RECORD WAS MADE OF THE NUMBER OF TIMES PACKING WAS STOPPED AND

CORRECTIONS MADE IN THE PACK OF FRUITS OR VEGETABLES~ NOR OF THE

NUMBER OF CONTAINERS REPAOKED ON SUCH OOCASIONSo THE LATTER WOULD

RUN INTO LARGE FIGURESo THE AGRICULTURAL CODE DELEGATESTHE DUTY

OF INSPECTING ALL WINE GRAPES THAT ARE PURCHASED BY SUGAR CONTENT

.TO OUR DEPARTMENTo THIS ENTAILS A HEAVY AND AN EXACTING DUTY~ AS



WE MUST MAKE A TEST OF EVERY LOAD THAT OOMEB INTO EVERY WINERY9

EXOEPT OOOPERAT~VES~ WHIOH PUROHASES

UNDER THIS SYSTEM° DURING 1953~ WE
~m--,

INSPECTED 23~922 LOADS° THE

INDUSTRY PAYS BACK TO THE COUNTY THE

OOST OF TH~S WORK° SENSOR INSPEOTOR

RUSSELL To HA’rF~ELD HAS OHARGE OF THIS

WORK. EGG INSPEOT~ON WORK~ ALSO ~

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SENIOR INSPECTOR ..e~/.t

HATFIELD~ HAS EXPANDED AGAIN THIS

8EASONo THERE WERE 880 PREMISES

VISITED~ 187~687 DOZEN EGGS WERE

~NSPEOTEDo

THE DIVISION OF PLANT QUARANTINE AND NURSERY INSPECTION

~S UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF SENIOR INSPECTOR ROY Mo OOWANo

INSPEOTOR Ho Vo DUNNEGAN OF THIS DIVISION~ HAS TWICE THIS YEAR

INSPECTED EAOH NURSERY IN FRESNO COUNTY° WHENEVER DISEASE OR

iNSECT PESTS WERE FOUND~ THE PLANTS SO INFESTED OR INFEOTED WERE~

UNDER THE SUPERVOSBON OF THE INSPEOTORS9 TREATED OR DESTROYED° ALL

INSPECTOR PODUSKA TAKING

GRAPE SAMPLE AT A WINERY.

NOTICE THE MANY TRUOKS WAITING

FOR INSPEOTIONo

PLANTS SENT ~NTO FRESNO COUNTY

FROM NURSERIES BN OTHER AREAS

WERE ALSO INSPEOTEDo IN ALL~

THESE NUMBERED %801.~304

PLANTSo ALL THESE WERE

INDIVIDUALLY EXAMINED.

19212 PLANTS WERE FOUND

TO BE INFECTED OR INFESTED9

SENIOR INSPEOTOR CORN INSPEOTING
NURSERY STOOK

8



AND WERE EITHER SENT BACK OUT OF THE COUNTY OR WERE DESTROYED. ALL

PLANTS~ TREES9 SHRUBS OR VINES COMING INTO FRESNO COUNTY BV MAIL9

EXPRESS~ FREIGHT OR TRUCK WERE REQUIRED TO BE INSPECTED BY THIS

DEPARTMENT BEFORE THEY WERE DELIVERED TO THE OONSIGNEEo WE BELEEVE

WE SAW THEM ALL= ALL CARS OF GRAIN COMING FROM OUT OF STATE WERE

CHECKED FOR WEED SEEDS BY ~NSPEOTOR CONRAD SOHILLINGo

IN FRESNO COUNTY9 WE HAVE A RAPIDLY GROWING INDUSTRY WITH

THE GROWING OF SEED° IT COMES WITHIN THE DUTIES OF THIS DEPARTMENT

TO DO THE INSPECTION WORK IN THE HARVESTING OF THESE CROPSo WE

MUST INSPECT THE FIELDS~ CHECK THE HARVESTERS~ INSPECT THE SEED

AFTER IT HAS SEEN CLEANED9

IN ORDER THAT THE STATE

GIVE A CALIFORNIA CROP

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

CERTIFICATEo WE ARE .

REIMBURSED FOR OUR EXPENSES

IN THIS WORK. THERE WERE SENIOR INSPECTOR C0WAN INSPECTING
SEED IN A WAREHOUSE

13,656 ACRES PRODUCING

8~8049553 POUNDS OF CERTIFIED ALFALFA SEED9 WITH AN FOB VALUE OF

$2,436,014; 966 ACRES OF CERTIFIED BARLEY WITH A PRODUCTION OF

1,684~762 POUNDS AND VALUE OF $58,966.00; 1,046 ACRES OF COWPEAS WITH

A PRODUCTION OF 664,495 POUNDS AND VALUE OF $66,449.00; ANPIO0, ~, ACRES OF

SUDAN GRASS WITH A PRODUCTION OF 166,495 POUNDS AND A VALUE’OF $13,3o4=oo.

OF COMMON FIELD SEED (ALL KINDS) THERE WERE GROWN 3,17o ACRES WHICH

PRODUCED 4,210~900 POUNDS9 WITH A VALUE OF $317,176o0Oo 1,087 ACRES



OF VEGETABLE SEEDS (ALL KINDS) PRODUOED~84 POUNDS, WITH A VALUE

oF ~2~7,69~.00. 240~000 POUNDS OF SEED:WERE CONDEMNED, TO BE REOLEANEDo

MRo OOWAN ENFORCED THE CLEANING OF 1,200,000 POUNDS OF BARLEY INFESTED

WITH RUSSIAN KNAPWEEDo HE ALSO COMPELLED THE GRINDING OF 667 TONS OF

SEED SCREENINGS TO A 3/64 INCH9 IN ORDERTO DESTROY THE VIABILITY

OF THE RUSSIAN KNAPWEED~ HOARY CRESS AND OTHER NOXIOUS WEED SEEDS

WHICH IT CONTAINED° WITH THE HARVESTING OF OUR GRAIN CROP THERE

COMES THE PROBLEM OF KEEPING THE GRAIN FREE FROM THE SEED OF THE

WEEDS WHIOH WE ARE TRYING TO ERADICATE° SENIOR INSPECTOR OOWANp

WITH THE HELP OF INSPECTORS LE ROY WEST AND BERNARD PODUSKA~ HAS

SEARCHED OUT THE WEED INFESTED SPOTS~ AND THEY HAYE SEEN THAT

HARVESTING MACHINES WERE OLEANED BEFORE GOING TO CLEAN FARMS~ AND

THAT THE INFESTED GRAIN WAS CLEANED OF WEED SEEDS BEFORE IT WENT

TO MARKET. WE HAD ONE CONVIOTION THIS YEAR IN THE FIREBAUGH COURT

OF A MAN WHO FAILED TO CLEAN A HARVESTER BEFORE GOING INTO A CLEAN

F]ELDo

BEE INSPECTION WORK IS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF INSPECTORS

GEORGE Jo BROWN AND WMo Eo COTTONo

TO THE AGRIOUETURE OF FRESNO

0OUNTY THAN THE AMOUNT OF

REVENUE WHICH THEY BRING

DIRECTLY TO THE APIARIST OE

THAT IS PAID IN TAXES TO THE

OOUNTYo IF IT WERE NOT FOR

BEES~ OUR CROPS WOULD GO

UNPOLLENATEDp AND THEREFORE~

THE CROPS COULD NOT SET°

THE BEES ARE FAR MORE IMPORTANT

INSPECTOR WEST INSPECTING BROOD
FRAME FOR FOUL BROOD DISEASE

OUR SEED INDUSTRY IS DIRECTLY DEPENDENT ON

10



SUOH POLt.ENIZATION, AMERIOAN FOULBROOD DISEASE IS THE BIGGEST

PROBLEM THAT THE APIARIST HAS TO FAOEo 0ONSTANT VIGIL MUST BE

MAINTAINED IN ORDER THAT THIS BEE DISEASE DOES NOT GAIN A FOOTHOLDe

FOR IT WOULD SOON WIPE OUT ALL THE HIVES OF BEES IN THE 0OUNTY. IN

OUR INSPECTION WORK MR~ OOTTON HAS ENDEAVORED TO SEAROH OUT AND OHEOK

THE APIARIES WHIOH ARE BROUGHT INTO FRESNO FOR ALFALFA SEED POLLENATIONo

THE FAOT THAT THE BEE MEN ARE PAID FOR THIS SERVIOE AT A SPEOIFIED

PRIOE PER HIVE90AUSED MANY WEAK AND DISEASED HIVES OF BEES TO BE

OFFERED FOR THIS SERVIOE, OUR INSPEOTION IN 1953 STRESSED THE

INSPECTION OF THESE APIARIES, THERE WERE 20,719 OOLONIES OF BEES

IN THE OOUNTY. WE INDIVIDUALLY INSPECTED IN 1953, 7,384 HIVESo OF

THESE~ WE FOUND 383 HIVES TO BE DISEASED WITH AMERIOAN FOULBROODo

THESE WERE DESTROYED BY BURNING,

WE SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME IN 1953~ IN BRINGING UP TO DATE

THE FIGURES ON THE AOREAGE OF ALL THE PERMANENT PLANTINGS OF TREES

AND VINES, OUR REOORDS SHOW THE PLANTINGS OF EAoH INDIVIDUAL FARMER

AND THE AGE OF HiS PLANTINGS, THIS IS OF GREAT VALUE IN ARRIVING AT

THE OROP ESTIMATION EAOH YEAR, BENIOR INSPEOTOR Lo M. 0OX IS IN OHARGE

OF THIS WORK, WE OONTINUED OUR PEST SURVEY WORK9 ALSO UNDER THE

DIREOTION OF SENIOR INSPECTOR. 0OX, IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT WE FIND

NEW INFESTATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, WE HAVE SURVEYED THE OITRUS

OROHARDS AND ALL THE SMALL PLANTINGS WITHIN THREE OR FOUR MILES9 LOOKING

FOR RED AND YELLOW SOALE, BOTH THESE PESTS ARE THREATENING THE OITRUS

INDUSTRY IN ALL PARTS OF THE STATE, AGAIN WE MADE A SURVEY FOR PINK

’11 ̄



BOLLWORM THROUGHOUT THE 0OUNTYo WE FOUND NOEVIDENCE OF ITo WE

TOOK SAMPLES OF 50 BOLLS EACH ON EVERY SQUARE MILE OF COTTON IN THE

0OUNTYo ALSO WITH THE AID

OF A FEDERAL GIN TRASH

MACHINE AND SOME STATE HELP~

WE EXAMINED MUCH TRASH FROM

GINS THROUGHOUT THE 0OUNTY~ i

ANGULAR LEAF SPOT SHOWED A

BIG INOREASE IN 1953, OVER

WHAT IT HAD BEEN IN 1951 AND
INSPECTING COTTON BOLLS FOR

PINK BOLL WORM

1952o ~ SURVEY WAS MADE BY

THIS DEPARTMENT, WE FOUND 22 INFESTED FIELDS~ ALL OF WHICH WERE

UNDER SPRINKLER IRRIGATION° WE QUARANTINED THESE FIELDS~ SEEING

THAT THE COTTON PICKING MACHINES AND COTTON TRAILERS WERE THOROUGHLY

CLEANED OF INFEOTED MATERIAL BEFORE THEY WERE MOVED TO OLEAN FIELDS~

ALSO THAT THE TRASH FROM THE GINNING OF THIS COTTON BE KEPT FROM

GOING BACK TO THE LAND THAT WAS TO BE PLANTED IN 1954 TO COTTONo THIS

WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY HAVING THE TRASH BURNED° OUR TRAPPING SURVEY FOR

ORIENTAL FRUIT FLY CONTINUED THIS YEAR~ THIS AGAIN WAS NEGATIVE°

RECHECK FOR 01THUS WHITEFLY SHOWED THAT THE SPRAY WORK DONE BY THE

STATE HAD BEEN SUOOESSFULo NO 01THUS WHITEFLY WAS FOUNDo

PEST CONTROL WORK~ ALSO UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SENIOR

INSPECTOR Cox~ HAS BEEN VERY ACTIVE, IT IS MANDATORY THAT ANY

APPLICATIONS OF 2~4-D~ 2,¢,5-T, PARATHION~ ARSENICALS IH DUST FORM~

12



EPN, SYSTOX OF OMPA, OR

TEPP (WHEN APPLIED BY

THERMAL AEROSOL), MAY BE

APPLIED ONLY WHEN A PERMIT

HAS BEEN GRANTED BY THIS

OFFICE AFTER OUR EXAMINATION

OF THE PREMISESo WE MADE

624 SUCH EXAMINATIONS,

REFUSING 9 AND GRANTING 615o

INSPEOTORS WARD AND HUTOHINSON
SPRAYINg TREES ON COUNTY PROPERTY

COMMERCIAL PEST CONTROL OPERATORS AND FARMERS USING THEIR OWN

EQUIPMENT, WORKING UNDER OUR INSPECTION~ APPLIED THE FOLLOWING~

2~010 POUNDS CONTAINING ALDRIN & DIELDRIN
110,535 POUNDS ’~ TOXAPHENE & CHLORDANE OOMPOUNDS

46,579,021 POUNDS " SULPHUR
4¢,5¢2~500 POUNDS " DDT~ LINDANE~ BHC & OTHER CHLOR=HYDROS

116,045 POUNDS It TEPP & HETP
679~5~7 POUNDS ,0 PARATHION
266~80 GALLONS l~ SYSTOX & 0MPA
850~0 O0 POUNDS " MALATHON

3~7¢4~360 POUNDS ~ OTHER MITIOIDE8
189760 GALLONS to. 2~4-D

132,809 GALLONS " OIL
664,105 POUNDS " COPPERS
64,202 POUNDS " LEAD

3,148,806 POUNDS " DEFOLIANT

THE ABOVE FIGURES INOLUDE THE ADDITION OF PROPER MATERIALS NEOESSARY

FOR APPLIOATIONSo

THE FIGURES GIVEN IN THIS REPORT HAVE BEEN GATHERED FROM

SOURCES WHIOH WE BELIEVE TO BE THE BEST OBTAINABLE~ ALSO WE BELIEVE

THEM TO BE AS AOOURATE AS SUCH FIGURES OAN BE REASONABLY EXPEOTEDo

iN EVERY OASEm WE HAVE GONE TO MORE THAN ONE SOURGE~ OFTEN TO FROM

FIVE TO SIX SOURCES~ BEFORE WE. DETERMINED ON A STATEMENTo THE SOUROES

FOR EACH STATEMENT HAVE BEEN RECORDED AND ARE ON FILEo

13
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THERE ARE THREE WAYS OF GATHERING CROP REPORTING DATAt

TO ASK EACH AND EVERY PERSON HOW MUCH THEY PRODUCED OF

EVERY OOMMODITYo THIS IS THE WAY THE FEDERAL CENSUS IS

TAKEN° TOO OFTEN THESE F~GURE8 ARE GIVEN DISTORTED FOR

FEAR THAT THE DATA GIVEN WILL BE REFLECTED iN THE INCOME

TAX OR COUNTY ’rAXo OFTEN THE GROWER ONLY HAS A VAGUE MEMORY

OF WHAT HE PRODUCED MONTHS BEFOREo

ANOTHER WAY TO GET A CROP REPORT IS TO TAKE THE KNOWN

ACREAGE OF EACH COMMODITY~ THEN TO MULT|PLY THESE FIGURES

BY A DETERMINED PERCENT OF CROP~ WHgCH HAS BEEN THOUGHT

TO REPRESENT THE CONDITION OF THE CROP FOR THAT YEARo

THE STATE CROP REPORTING SERVICE USES THIS METHOD° ITS

WEAKNESS IS IN THE FACT THAT THE CONDITtON OF THE CROP

WHICH IS USED~ IF IT BE OFF A SMALL PART OF ONE PERCENT~

WILL MAKE A LARGE DIFFERENCE IN THE REPORT RESULTSo

THE THIRD~ AND THE ONE WHICH WE BELIEVE TO BE THE MOST

ACCURATE WAY OF OBTAINING A CROP REPORT~ IS TO GO TO

EVERY PACKING HOUSE~ EVERY PROCESSING COMPANY~ EVERY COTTON

GIN AND EVERY DEALER AND OBTAIN THEIR FIGURES OF THE AMOUNT

WHICH THEY MARKETEDo WE OHEOK THIS AGAINST OUR INSPECTION

REOORDSo THESE FIGURES AS TO PRODUCTION ARE THEN MULTIPLIED

BY THE AMOUT WHICH TH~ COMMODITY BROUGHT TO THE FARMER AT

THE CAR DOOR9 HERE IN FRESNOo

To THE MANY FRIENDS WHO HELPED US WITH THIS REPORT~ WE

WISH TO EXPRESS OUR THANKSo

14



FRESNO HAS GROWN DURING THE YEARS GONE BY. EAOH YEAR SEES

MORE AND MORE LAND ..ME UNDER OULTIVATIONo THIS YEAR, 17,240 AORE$

OF’ NEW LAND HAVE BEEN ADDED TO OUR CULTIVATED AREA. MOST OF" THIS

NEW LAND HAS BEEN GROWTH ON OUR "WEST SIDE"o WITH THIS GROWTH

HAS ,.ME INOREASED REVENUE TO FRESNO OOUNTYo

OUR REOOR~S SHOW~

1942 ................... $ 88~545.,544o O0

1943 ................... 127~719,086o00

1944 ................... !44,932,101o00

194E ................... 1 42,455,593°00

1946 ................... 188,519,304.00

1947 ................... 165’,4461.034.00

1948 ................... 209~911,487.00

1949 ................... 223,?33,963.00

195.0 ................... 285,169,167o00

!95’1 325~5?9,150 O0o e o o o . o o . . o o o o t} o . o o o

195’2 ................... 349,903~,721o00

195’3 ................... 313~661,398°00

RESPEOTFULLY 8UBMITTED~

ARDLE D I XON,
AGRIOULTURAL 0OMMISSIONER.

SENIOR INSPEOTOR JONES INSPEOTING
VEGETABLES



195,3 ANNUAL CROP REPORT FOR
FRESNO COUNTY CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE

COMPILED BY

THE AGRICULTURAL OOMMISSIONERsv STAFF

CROP BEAR ING ACREAGE PRODUCT ION

APPLES 144 6,731 BXSo
APRg0OTS 1,215

DRY 500,000 LB8o

FRESH 5,000 LOGS
BERRIES = BUSH 320 1,190,713 LBSo

CITRUS 4,OO4 805,872 BXSo

FIGS 16,871
DRY 33,682,750 LBSo
FRESH ¯ 5,000 FLATS

NECTARINES 1,179 696,640 LUGS
OLIVES 1,307

PICKLED 900 TONS

Ol~ 1,3o7 TONS
PEACHES

CLINGSTONE 511 70,070 TONS
FREESTONE 9,582

CANNING 12,500 TONS

DRY 1,900 DRY To
FRESH 4~945,005 LUGS

PERSIMMONS 55 16,O25 FLATS

POMEGRANATES 186 53,916 LUGS
PLUMS 3,300 1,372,062 LUGS

PRUNES ~ DRY 330 250,000 LBSo

ALMONDS 1,178 824,600 LBSo
PECANS 42 22,650 LBSo
PlSTAOOHIO 2o9 500 LBSo

WALNUTS 1,298 1~948 TONS

F. O o B o VALUE

209193000

140,OOOOOO
9,750000

166,700o00
2,865,405oOO

3,61¢,878oO0
15,000oOO

2,006,403 o O0

225,000°00"
107,828oOO

424,200o00

625,000000
684,000°00

6,995,349000
4.8,075000

16!,748o00
3,862,774000

20,000000
2¢7,380°00

6,795000
~00oOO

~OOoOO

23,220,~78o00

GRAPES
RAISIN VARIETIES

CRUSH
DRY
FRESH

WINE VARIETIES
ORUSH
FRESH

TABLE VARIETIES
CRUSH
FRESH

132,81"2
202,859 TONS
16~,584 TONS

2,799,247 LUGS
11,431

85,233 TONS
555,530 LUGS

17,760
53,523 TONS

5,540,628 LUGS

5,679,940000
25;235,085o00
7,226,649000

2,130,825o00
1’,505,486oO0

1,O70,46OOOO
1’3~724 408000
56,572,853000
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CROP ACREAGE

BEANS = SNAP 50

BEANS = FAVA 30

BROOOOL| 440

CARROTS 165

CANTALOUPES 14,O54
CAULIFLOWER 50

CELERY 30

CRANSHAW MELONS 300

CORN = SWEET 135
CUOUMeERS 200

GARLIC 15
HONEYDEW MELONS 160

LETTUOE
SPR~NG 430
FALL 225

ONBONS
DRY 475

GREEN 11.0

PEAS 50

PERSIAN MELONS 390
PEPPERS = BELL 75

PEPPERS = FRESNO - CHILI 190
POTATOES 6,480

POTATOES = SWEET 884

ROMAgN LETTUOE 50

STRAWBERRGES 19o
FRESH
PROOESSED

SUGAR CANE 2

TARO 35

TOMATOES 313
WATERMELONS 955

M~soo VEGETABLES 1,500

TOTAL

TRUCK CROPS

PRODUCTION

400,000 POUNDS

39600 R~MREaS
6809240 POUNDS

309210 ORATES
2,3099566 dUMBO ORATES

229500 PONY ORATES
259500 ORATES
?59000 FLATS
2?,000 ORATES

115,400 LUGS
294?5 POUNDS

141946~ FLATS

IO?,823 ORATES
569250 ORATES

3089?50 50# SACKS

2?5,000 DOZEN
12,800 TUBS

1479030 FLATS
3294?5 55~ ORATES
199760 25~,LUGS

9869328 100~ SACKS
1989900 BUSHELS

I0~000 ORATES.

1559610 ORATES
1,80o,680 POUNDS

4.0 TONS
39500 LUGS

63,ooo POUNDS
4699500 LUGS
12,415 TONS

17

Fo Oo ,Bo VALUE

579120o00
9,900o00

47,617o00
1 009099o00

8,083,4460 O0
21,375o00
57,375°00

1’31,250o O0
549 OO0o O0

501 9990o00
34,6500 O0

473,904000

2969513o00
1809000°00

154,375o00
1239750o00
389400°00

3o897630oo
142,89oooo
39,52OOOO

19595,047000
8979050000
159000o00

4319040o00
34~329o00

2~000o00

24,500000
3,78Oo00

192629955o00
4969600o00

192009000000

$ 16,8199238o00



F I EL]) CROPS

CROP ACREAGE PRODUOTION UNI.._.~T

ALFALFA 1239124 6779172 TONS

BARLEY 4649550 1394719950 100# SKS,

CASTOR BEANS 65 649700 POUNDS

COTTON 3509000 455~O00 BALES

COTTON. SEED 18%200 TONS

LeNTERS 419265~800 POUNDS

GRAIN
HAY 14,677 29,354 TONS

STUBBLE 929910

M~LO 400 129000 !00# SKSo

PASTURE
RANGE 198019932
PERMANENT 619098

RICE 309009 810~O00 100# SKSo

SAFFLOWER 617 750 TONS

SUGAR BEETS 3~¢65 689239 TONS

WHEAT 249700 518~700 100#SKSo

TOTAL .... o .....................

FoOoBo VALUE

1395439440°00
3797219460°00

5,823°00
7%572~500o00
997219790~00
29372,784°00

38196O2°O0
46,455000
48~000o00

49955,313000
3~655~880o00
490509000o00

639750°00
895~978o00

~1,38~oOO_
151~8769160o00

18



NURSERY STOCK PRODUCTION UNIT

GRAPE V~NES 310,8OO ROOTINGS
FRU~T TREES

DECIDUOUS 389000 ROOTINGS
C!TRUS 209000 ROOT~NGS

Fo Oo Bo VALUF

$ 1559000°00

13~300o00
509000°00

TOTAL ........................ $

BULBS 1 ~ 000 DOZEN
R~ 9 ZOMES 8 ~ 200 Doz EN

TOTAL° o o o o o ¯ o o ¯ o o ........... o

21 89300o00

500°00
2 ~ 050° OO
%~5Oo00

BEDDING PLANTS
PANS 0 ES 2509000 PLANTS

CUT FLOWERS 159000 DOZEN
POTTED FLOWERS 1% 000 PLANTS

TOTAL° o o o o o ........ o ¯ o ¯ o .... o

GARDEN PLANTS 2%~0OO FLATS
ORNAMENTALS 38~000
STPAWBERRY 3009000 PLANTS

TOTAL ........................

79500°00
795O0000
59000°00

$ 209000o00

$ 509000o O0
3 ~ 8000 O0

____~45ooooo
$ 58~3OOoOO

TOTAL NURSERY STOCK ................... $

COL ’ S o PRODUCT ION UI~N I Z

APIARY

BEES 419000

SEED POLLENATION 37~7O0

HONEY PRODUCTION 41.9000 290819200 POUNDS
WAX PRODUCTION 409300 POUNDS

TOTAL ....... o ...... o o ..... o o o

2999150°00

Fo Oo Bo VALUE

154~800o00
1989350o00

169120oO0
3699270°00
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CRO..__E
CERTIFIED FIELD C_~P SEED

,"~L F AL. F A
BUFFALO
RANGER
OAL;Fo OOMMo # 49
CAL ~ VERDE
ATLANT ~ O

BARLEY

CAL IFo MAR lOUT
CAL~Fo BLAOKEYE # 5 COWPEAS
PIPER SUDAN GRASS

TOTAL

COMMON FIELD CROP SEED

ALFALFA
BARLEY

ARR!VA’r
, ,ATLAS

CANADBAN FIELD PEAS

CASTOR BEANS
MEL~LOTUS
MDLO
PURPLE VETCH
SUNFLOWER
SWEET SUDAN

TOTAL

ACREAGE

3~403
9~161

60
820
212

966
1 ~ 04-6

100

2~000

20
40
7o

320

400

20
300

PRODUCTION F o o° B__.__..

29705~876 LBS° $ 730~586°00
5~534~069 LBS, I~549~539oO0

3394O0 LBSo 99018o00
34.2~663 LBSo 95~945oOO
1889545 LBSo 50~926o00

1~68¢~762 LBSo 58~966.O0
664~495 LBSo 66,~449o00
166~495 LBSo 139304,o00

$ 2~5?4.~’733oOO

800~000 LBSo $ 176~00Oo00

34~880 LBS° lz22Oo00
67,760 LBSo 2~401o00

113~260 LBSo 19,125oO0
800~000 LBSo ~2~000o00

425~000 LBSo 19~125o00
1~200~000 LBSo 48~000o00

300~000 LBS° 15~O000O0

20~000 LBSo 4~400o00
#~0~000 LBSo 229500°00

$ 379~771°OO

COMMON VEGETABLE SEED

BEETS
CARROTS
DILL

LETTUCE
HEAD

L° LEAF (MlSCo VARIETIES)
OKRA
ONION
PEAS

POPPY
SWgSS CHARD

TOTAL

20
313

10

1 24
528

86
6
2

30

209000 LBSo $ &~O00o O0

115~?36 LBSo 46~ 294.o00
20~0OO LSSo 3~600o00

319000 LBSo 319000o00
211 ~170 LBSo I 05958~o O0

39907 LBS° 976°00
6’I~901 LBS° 61~90’|o00

I ~800 LBSo 210o 00

370 L.BSo 1 29°00
I 0~000 LBSo &~O00oO0
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NO, BREEDING STOCK POUNDS PROD°

LIVE STOOK

BEEF OATTLE &
OALVE8 128,540 719982,400

MILK OOWS & TWO
YEAR OLD HEIFERS 43,165 21,582,500

BUTTER FAT & MILK 10,176,960
HOGS 189530 22,236,000
SHEEP & LAMBS 193,O72 16,411,120
WOOL 1,393,200
RABBGTS 4,892 5879040

TOTAL° ...... , ................

Fo O o B o VALUE

$ 13~676,6~6o00

3,884,850°00
11,703,504o00
4,891,920o00
3,2829224°00

766926O°OO
152,630o00

38,358,044°00

POULTRY

HENS (ROASTERS)

FRYERS & BROILERS

EGGS

CONSUMERS (SOLD FOR F00~)1,157,932 15,225,108 ~OZo 79612,554,°00
HATOHERY 360,987 DOZ° 379,036°00

BABY OHIOKS 6,?68,540 1,082,966o00
TURKEYS 1,459,341 219890,115 6,129~32o00

TURKEY HATOH EGGS 252,050 DOZ, 705,740°00
POULTS 3,162,997 1,897,798o00

GOOSE EGGS HATOH 2,137 DOZo 6,411oOO
GOSLINGS & GEESE 5~000 12~9OOoOO

4,631,728
14,602,45’8

$ 1,O18,98OOOO

4,088,688000

TOTAL ......................... $ 22,933,909°00
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RECAPITULATION

])ECIDUOUS FRUITS AN]) NUTS .................
~ 23922°~579°°°

GRAPES ..........................
56~572~853oO0

TRUOK 0ROPS ........................ 16~8199238°00

° 151,876~160°00
FIELD CROPS .......................

299~150o00
NURSERY STOCK .......................

APIARY ..........................

CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEE]) .................

COMMON F ! EL]) CROP S EEl) ..................

COMMON VEGETABLE SEE]) ...................

L I VESTOCK .........................

POULTRY ..........................

369,270°00

2~574~733oOO

379o771oOO

38~358~044°00

22,933~905"°00

TOTAL 1953 FRESNO COUNTY AGRICULTURAL VALUE REPORT° ........
~313~661~398oOO

¯ , !, ; ̄ ’ N
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FRESNOCOUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICEOF THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

i... FRESNO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

I
AGR I CULTUR;~L 00[v1M I SS lONER

JOHN WARDLE DIXON

OAL I FORN I A DEPARTMENT I
OF AGR I CULTURE I

CHIEF AGRICULTURAL INSPECTOR
JOHN I, POLSON; WEED~.RODENT

AND PREDATORY ANIMAL CONTROL

[
SEN 10R AGRICULTURAL INSPEOTORS

H. Y. SHERWOOD; STANDARDIZATION

ROY M° COWAN; QUARANTINE~ SEED &
NURSBRY INSPECTION

R. M. JONES; STANDARDIZATION &
QUARANTINE (WEST SIDE)

L. M. COX: PEST CONTROL & SURVEYS
To E, CORN; STANDARDIZATION &

QUARANTINE (EAST ~IDE)
R. T. HATFIELD; EGG STANDARDIZATION

& STANDARDIZATION
CONRAD SOHILLING~ WEED CONTROL

1.

AGR 10ULTUR;~L INSPECTORS
EULA8 WARD; RODENT CONTROL
JOE E. PRUETT; WEED CONTROL
THOMAS SHARER; WEED & RODENT CONTROL
RONNIE LEACH,.WEED & RODENT CONTROL
STANLEY HUTCHINSON; WEED & RODENT

1
TRAPPERS

JOHN RAY~ MENDOTA
OLAUDE T. COFrELT,

DUNLAP

INTER. STENO-CLERK
MRS. IRENE DOUGLAS

I
INTER. TYPIST-CLERK
MRSo LUOILLE SMITH

AGRICULTURAL INSPECTORS
Ho V, D~NNEGAN; NURSERY INSPECTION
WM° E. OTTON~ APIARY INSPEOTION~

PEST CONTROL & STANDARDIZATION
GEO. J. BROWN; APIARY INSPECTION
JOHN BEDFORD~ STANDARDIZATION
KENNETH WHITFIELD~ PEST CONTROL &

STANDARDIZATION
B. E. PODUSKA; STANDARDIZATION &

PEST CONTROL
LE ROY WEST; STANDARDIZATION &

SEED INSPECTION
DANNY L. KLEINHAMMER~ QUARANTINE

C=~L

2



IN ACCORD,~NCE WITH CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1, OF THE AGRICULTURAL
CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

ARTICLE 1 - COUNTY AGRICULTURAL. COMMISSIONER

SEOTION 50 - COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRI’OULTURE - THERE SHALL BE
THE OFFICE OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER IN EACH COUNTY.
SUCH COMMISSIONER SHALL BE IN CHARGE OF THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE.

SECTION 6~ - RECORDS- THE COMMISSIONER SHALL KEEP A RECORD OF
HIS OFFICIAL ACTS AND MAKE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR OF
AGRICULTURE ON THE CONDITION OF THE AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS IN
HIS COUNTY AS TO WHAT IS BEING DONE TO ERADICATE OR TO CONTROL
OR TO DESTROY PESTS AND ALSO AS TO qUARANTINE AGAINST PESTS~

AND SHALL FURNISH FROM TIME TO TIME TO THE DIRECTOR SUCH
~NFORMATION AS HE MAY REQUIRE,

SECTION 6E - REPORT - THE COMMISSIONER SHALL ALSO MAKE A

MONTHLY REPORT TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS IF AND WHEN SO
REQUIRED BY SAID BOARD°

SECTION 6~.~ - ST, ATISTICS - THE COMMISSIONER SHALL COMPILE
REPORTS OF THE CONDITION~ ACREAGE~ PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF

THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN HIS COUNTY, THE COMMISSIONER
MAY PUBLISH SUCH REPORTS AND SHALL TRANSMIT A COPY THEREOF
TO THE DIRECTOR=
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TO: THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF FRESNO.

~entlemen:

The following is a brief report of the activities

of the Fresno County Agrio~ltural Commissioner’s office,

for the gear 195#o The work of this office is handled

by divisions headed by senior inspectors. A specialist

is always ~n charge of each item of work.

John I. Polson, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner,

has direct charge of all the weed, rodent and predatory

animal work. Helping Mr. Polson, are ten permanent men,

also seasonal emplogees. The number of the latter varies

with the time of gear. In 1950 this division took on

the additional duties of an eradication program for

the eventual eradication

of Russian Knapweed. In

1951, this was enlarged

to all varieties of weeds

specified in the

Agricul t~ral Administrative

Code ~s being "Primary

Noxious weeds". Each year

SPRAYING FOR RUSSIAN KNAPWEED

the weed work has increased, and the resz~lts h~ve been good,

#
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especi~lly in those fields where the f~rmers cooperated

to the full extent in the oare of their fields after the

weedtcides had been applied. Rains came ~t opportune

tinges throughout the winter. This helped our wor~. x’7%e

more rain that comes ~fter the application, the better

the penetr~tio~ of the chemicals and the better the ~$ii.

Briefly stated, Fresno County’s primary noxious weed

policy is that the County mill furnish one-half of the

oost of the ~atertal and all the oost of the applioatton,

on plots up to two aores; and the oost of application

only on plots of fro~ two to ten acres. By this ~etbo4

of ~pproaoh, the Dep~rt~ent hopes to clean up the sr~aller

infestations first. Lster it is hoped u~e can attacl~ t~e

larger patches° In

this weed wor~, we

have used 303,990 pounds

of sodium chlorate,

2,#00 pounds of poly-bor

chlorate, 3~,g98 gallons

of chlora~ liquid,

216,910 pounds of oorbon

bisulphide, 1,892 pounds

of CMU, ~nd 31,045 g~llons of weed oil. An additional

method 9f weed control whioh seems to give promise in

5



locations wAere mater is easily available is the planting

of rice on the infested patc7%es. The inundation necessary

for the growing of rice rots the deep seated root systems

of 1~napweed, morning glory, etc. The use of 2,#-D has

proven a valuable m~tertal for the control of annual

weeds but the results in its use for such weeds as Russian

~napweed, morning glory, etc., have left much to be desired.

In rodent control wor~, 179,356 acres were treated

u~ith poison grain, using 1,220 pounds of battings of

styohnine, 12,7#3 pounds of battings of sodium fluro

aoetste ("I080"), 12 pounds of battings using zinc phosphide,

17,#55 pound~ of carbon bisulphide and 93,330 waste balls,

INSPEOTOR WARD WITH RATS OUT
OF THE FRESNO CITY DUMP
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Predatory animal control accounte~ for the following:

lOI Oogotes,

19 Wildcats,

#7 Badgers,

if2 Skunks,

35 Raccoons,

32 Oppossums.

2 Porcupines,

56 Sheep killing dogs, DAYS CATCH OF COYOTES

and 112 lamb killing Civet foxes; making a total of

600 animals trapped.

Standardtzatio~ wor~, headed by Senior Inspec÷vr

Harold Y. Sherwood, assisted by Senior Inspectors Ralph M.

Jones and Thomas E. Corn, is the next largest division.

They watch and enforce the proper grading .of fmbits, nuts

and vegetables, which

are going to market.

The Agricultural Code

has define& the grades

and pac~s of practically

all the fruits, nuts and

vegetables being sold,

and it is the di~ty of
SR, INSPECTOR CORN TESTING

FOR THE MATURITY OF ORANGES

this Department to ms~e the inspections to see that the
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law is properly enforced. A total of 2,091 man days were

spent in this wor~. 17,620,#19 contai7%ers plus 9,235 tons

of bull~ loads of fruits, nuts an.d vegetables were tnspected~

during 19$#. Of this number, 8,536 containers failed to

meet the requirements demanded by the law. ’;’here were

two citations but no court cases. 121 Violation Notices

were issued to repack. No record w~s m~de of the number of

times pac;~ing was stopped and corrections made in the peon

of fruits or vegetables, nor of the number of containers

repacked on such occasions. The latter would run into

large figures. The Agric~ltural Code delegates the duty

of inspectino all wine grapes that are purchased by sugar

content to our Department. Tl~ts entails a heavy and an

exacting duty, as we must mar~e a test of every load that

comes into epery winery~ (except cooperatives) which purchases

under this system. During

1954, we inspected

23,9fi0 loads. The industry

pays bac~ to the County

the cost of this wor~.

Senior Inspector Russell To

Hatfield has charge of this

wor~. Egg inspection wor~

also under the direction of

l
SR, INSPECTOR HATFIELD INSPEOTING

EGGS AT A POULTRY RANCH

~r. llatfield, has expanded again this season, here were

1,069 premises visited, 305,2#0 dozen eggs were inspected.



The ~ivision of plant quarantine and nursery

inspection ts ~mder the supervision of Senior Inspector

Roy M. Coman. Inspector H. V. Dunnegan of this division,

has twice this year inspected each nursery in Fresno County.

Whenever disease or insect

pests were found, the

plsnts so infested or

infected were, ~mder the

supervision of the inspectors,

treated or destroyed. All

plants sent into Fresno

County from nurseries in

other areas were also inspected.

INSPECTOR DUNNEGAN INSPECTING

A NURSERY

In all, these numbered

2,069,1~0 plants. All these ~’ere individually e~a~inedo

4~ plants u’ere fo~,nd to be infected or infested, a~4 ~,ere

either sent bac~ out of the Co~mty or u:ere destroyed. All

plan,~s, trees, shrubs or vines co~ing into Fresno County by

~atl, e~press, freiz, ht or truc~ mere req~ired to be

inspected by this Wepartaent before they ~ere delivered

to t~e consignee. [~’e believe me sau: the~.~ all, All cars

of grain co~i~g fro~ out of State ~ere checked for ~eed

seeds and insect pests by Inspector Le Roy ~. ~est.

9



SR~ INSPECTOR OOWAN AND INSPECTOR
~EST TAKING A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE

OF CERTIFIED SEE~

10



grown 6,660 acres which produced 9,001,221 pounds, with a

u~lue of @~75,916.00. 1,217 bores of vegetable seeds (all

Ninds) produced 719,291 pounds, ~ith a v~lue of $3#8,060.00.

With the ho~ruesti~g of our grain crop there con%es the problem

of ~eepin9 the grain f’ree from the seed of the weeds u,’hich

we ~re trging to eradicate. Senior Inspector Cov~n, u:it~

the help of Inspectors Le Roy West c~n& D~nn~g Klein~%amn~er,

h~s searched out the weed infested spots, and they h~ve seen

t~c~t ~arvesting m~c~ines were cleaned before going to clesn

f~rms, ~a t~’.~t the infested grai~ wss cleaned of weed seeds

before it went to msr~et.

Bee inspection wor~ is under the direction of

Inspectors ~eorge J. Brown and ~. E. Ootton, T~e bees

~re fsr more i~port~nt to the ~gric~Iture of Fresno County

thsn the sm.~unt of revenue

~h.ich they bring directly

to the sptaries or that is

p~id in t~es to the Countg.

If tt u’ere not ~ r bees, ourdo

crops would go unpollen~te&,

snd t~erefore, the crops could
INSPECTOR MIOHELS WITH AN

not set. Our see& in&t~strg is ILLEGAL BEE HIVE

~treotlg dependent on suc~ pollentzstton, American Foulbrood

disease is the btpgest problem that the ~ptartst h~s to

f~ce, Constant vigil must be m~i~tained in order that

ii



this bee disease 4oes not g~tn a foothol~, for it woul4 soon

u;tpe out all the hives of bees in the Gountg. In our

inspection u;or~, Mr. Cotto~ has endec~vore~ to sec~roh out c~nd

check the Gpio, rtes which ~re brought into Fresno for ~if~ifG

seed pollenatton. THe fact that the beeper ~re p~id for this

service ~t ~ specified price per hive, cs~sed m~ny wesk snd

diseased hives of bees to be offered for this service. Our

~ork in 1953 stressed t!~e inspection of these s vi~ries. We

tndivtduslly inspected in 195#, 10,099 hives of bees. Of

these, we found 3~6 hives to be disessed with American fo~ib%ood.

These were destroyed by burning. We found ~n itener~nt "beem~n"

ezposing a~d extractin2 fo~ibrood honey. "~’e bur~ed his honey,

arrested him snd obtained s $i00 fine as penslty for this

infraction of the lsv.’.

We spent considerable tiT~e in 195#, in bringing up to

~creaje of all the permanent

vtn, eSo Our records show

the pl~nttngs of ec%ch ,~ :

tndtvtd~al far,her and the

ai]e of his plsntings. This
INSPEOTOR KLE~NHAMMES ~NSPECT~N~

is of 9re~t value in ~rriving A WAREHOUSE FOR KHAPRA BEETLE:

~t the crop estimation each

yec~r. Senior Inspector Lo ~,i. Co~ is in charpe of this work?

He is sssisted by Inspector Joh~ Ao Bedford. ’A’e continued
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showed that the spray wor~ done by the State had been successful.

No citrus whitefly was found. The latter part of 195#, Kh~pra

beetle was discovered in Fresno Oounty. A survey was mc~de to

determine the eztent of the infestation. We found 12 infested

properties, none of which the population was heavy. We

immediately started cleanup procedure. Inspections were made

of 7# w~rehouses.

Pest control wor~ also under the direction of Senior

Inspector Oox, has been very active, It is mandstory that

any applications of 2,#-D, 2,#,5-T, Parathion, Arsentcles

in dust form, EPN, Systox,

OMPA, or TEPP (when applied

by therm~l aerosol), m~y be

spplted only when a permit has

been granted by this office

after our examination of the

premises, ~e made 761 such

examinations, refusing 13

’ t "~" ~ "’." ~ "~-4’"- :’~" "~ :,.,~t

SRo ]NSPEOTOR Oox SLIPERVISIN6

DORMANT TREE SPRAYING

and granting 748. Commercial

pest control operators c~nd farmers i~sing their own equipment,

~or~ing under our inspection, applied the folloming:

2,111
178,702

#7,510,601
#%#42,17o

112,564
686,353
287,798

1,207,000
3,706,916

18,~72

pounds containing Aldrtn & Dieldrin
pounds containing Toxaphene & Chlordane compounds
pounds contsining Sulphur
pounds containing DDT, Lindane, BHU & other Chlor-hydros
pounds containing TEPP & HETP
pounds containing Parathion
gallons containing Systo~ & OMPA
pounds containing Malathon
pounds contstning Other mtticides
gallons containing 2,#-9
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131,#81 gallons contatni q oil
6?0,?#6 pounds containi.o.~ coppers

77,006 pounds containing lead
3,018,85# pounds containing Defoliant

The above figures inolt~de the addition of proper r~terials

necessary for applications°

The figures given in the statistical part of this

report, which follows, have been gather~;d fror~ sources mhich

we believe to be the best obtainable. Also we believe the~

to be as accurate as such figures can be reasonably expected.

In every c@se, we have gone to ,roTe than one source, often to

fro~ five to six so~rces, before we determined on a state~ent.

The soT~roes for each statement have been recorded and are on file.

There are t?~ree ways of gathering crop reporting data:

i. To as~ each and every person how ~uch they produced of

every commodityo This is the way tl~e Federal census is

taken. Too often these figures are given distorted for

fear that the data given will be reflected in the income

tax or County tax. Often the grower only has a vague m e~ory

of what he produced aonths before.

2. Another way to get a crop report is to ta~e the ~nown

acreage of each comJnodity, then to ~ultiply these figures

by a determined percent of crop, which has been thought

to represent the condition of the crop for that year. The

State Crop Reporting Service uses this method. Its weakness

is in the fact that the condition of the crop which is used,

if it be off a small part of one percent, will m~e a large

difference in the report results.

15



3. The third, and the one which we believe to ke the most

accurate way of obtaining a crop report, is to go to

every pacl~ing house, every processing company, every cotton

gin and every dealer and obtain their figures of the amount

which they ~r~eted. We chec~ this against our inspection

records. These figures as to production are then multiplied

by the c~mount which the commodity brought to the farmer at

the car door, here in Fresno.

To the m~ny friends mho helped us ~’tth this report, we wish

to express our than/~s.

Fresno has grown during the years gone by. Each year

sees more and more land come under cultivation. ~Iost of this

new land has been growth on our "Pest side", ~rith this growth

h~s come increGsed revenue to Fresno County.

The cutbac~ in cotton acreage in 1954 caused a diversion

to other crops and m~ny of the new crops cost more to raise

than cotton a.nc~ perhaps were not as rent~merative, yet they

brought tn as much or more income to Fresno Oounty.

Our records show:

1 943 .................. $127, 719,086. O0

1944 ................ it#, 932, 10i. O0

i 945 ................... i42,455,593, co

1946 .................. 188,519,3o4. O0

i947 .................. 165,446, o34. co

1948 .................. 209,911,487.00

16



1949 .................. $ 223,733,963. oo

195o .................. 285,169, i dT. oo

¯ 325,579, 15o. oo1951 ...............

1952 .................. 349, 90Y, 721. O0

1953 ................. 313,521,~98.00

195# ............... 317,683,314.00

Respectfully st~bmttteg

WARDLE DIXON
~I turc~l Oo~ratssioner

17



1954 ANNUAL CROP REPORT FOR
FRESNO COUNTY CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE

COMPILED BY
THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS’ STAFF

CRO__.EP

POME FRU ITS

APPLES
PEARS

STONE FRUITS

APRICOTS
DRY
FROZEN AND CANNED
FRESH

NECTARINES
PEACHES

CLINGSTONES
FREESTONE
CANNING
DRY
FRESH
FROZEN

PLUMS & PRUNES
PRUNES DRY

BEAR ING ACREAGE PRODUCTION

663

1,179

902
9,780

4,350

74 9,848 Bxs. $
12 1,5OO LUGS

280,000 LBS.
1,650 TONS
1,760 LUGS

835,840 LUGS

12,628 TONS

13,030 TONS
2,~OO TONS

6,243,076 LUGS
12,975 TONS

1,149,763 LUGS
20,000 LBSo

F. O. B. VALUE

29,544°O0
2,925.00

92,400°00
82,gOOo00
3,432.00

2,240,O51o00

631,400.O0

651,500° O0
900,000°00

7,8o3,845.oo
648,750°00

4,093,156o00
2,500.00

1 7,1 82,003,00

BERRIES

BUSH BERRIES

FRESH
FROZEN

STRAWBERRIES
FRESH
FROZEN

469

30?

1,125,000 LBS~
2,627,000 LBS.

160,500 CRATES
1,228,757 LBS.

202,500°00
472,860.00

454,215.00
208,889°00

1,338,464~00

C ITRUS

GRAPEFRU IT
LEMONS
ORANGES

3?
193

3,779

14,800 Bxs.
25,332 B×s.

944,,750 Bxs.

22,200000
113,994o00

3~306,62~°00

3,442,819oOO



0ROP BEARING ACREAGE PRODUCTION F. ’..o L- .... bE

OTHER FRUITS

FIGS
FRESH
CANNED
DRY

0L I VES
PROCESSED
OIL

PERS I MMONS
POMEGRANATES

I~,961

I ,300

5,000 FLATS
200 TONS

14,400 ~:#NS

14,7g0o00
31,600.00

2,27~,200.00

3,120 TONS 748,800.00
780 TONS ~4,6OO.OO

~F 44,990 LUGS 112,47~oOO

120 70,200 LUGS 210,6OOOOO

NUTS

ALMONDS 1 ,178 1 ,178 TONS

PECANS 42 22,638 LBSo

PISTAOOH lOS 2~5 5’00 LBSo

WALNUTS "I ,443 866 TONS

:5"3 O, 1 O0oOO
4,527°00

1 00. OO
303,1OO~OO

4,285,852°00

GRAPES

RAISIN VARIETIES 132,812
CRUSH 203,000 TONS

DRY 103,114 TONS

FRESH 3,463,795 LUGS

WINE VARIETIES 11,431
ORUSH 8~,300 TONS
FRESH 718,636 LUGS

TABLE VARIETIES 17,760
CRUS~I 53,600 TONS
FRESH 3,149,809 LUGS

$ 89120~O00~OO
17~863~19OoOO

8~6~9,488°00

3,241,414.OO
291FF,909oOO

2,14490oo.oo
7.. 874~522o O0

FO, 0~89 ~23 o O0
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TRUOK CROPS

CROP

BEANS - SNAP
BEANS - FAVA

BROCCOLI

CABBAGE
CARROTS
CAULIFLOWER
CELERY
CORN - SWEET
CUCUMBERS
GARLIC
LETTUCE
ONIONS

DRY
’~:REEN

PEAS
PEPPERS - BELL
PEPPERS - FRESNO CHILl
POTATOES
POTATOES - SWEET
ROMAIN LETTUCE

SUGAR CANE
SQUASH
TARO
TOMATOES

MIsc. VEGETABLES

BEAR ING ACREAGE

23
127
170
45"
46O
5’5’

15"o
195’

15"
324

21o
45’
160
85’

-19o
4,200

86.o.
5’5
2

45O
45.
?5’O

I ,212

PRODUCTION

!8~,000 LBS.
165’,1OO LBSo
262,820 LBS.

495’ TONS
147,200 CRATES
24;75’0 CRATES
15’,75’O CRATES
2?,000 CRATES

112,5’15’ ORATES
2,476 LBS.

64,800 ORATES

128,100 SACKS
112,5’OO CRATES

18,400 BUSHELS
36,805 BUSHELS
19,?60 CRATES
869,400 SACKS
215’,O00 LUGS

"I ~ 000 CRATES’,

40 TONS

1"5’7~’500 LUGS
4,5’00 LUGS

738,750 FLATS

F. O. B. VALUE

25’,760o00
14,859.00
18,397.00
29,700°00

471,400o00
28,462°00
39,375’.00
%,700o00

281,287°00
34,65’O°00

210,600.00

269,010.00
5’0,625’.00
46,000.00

147,220o00
39,F20.00

2,173,900o00
645’,000°00
16,500o00

2,000°00
236,2~O.00
31,5’OO.00

1,477,5’O0.00
979.296.00

7,406,036°00

MELONS

CANTALOUPES
CRANSHAWS
HONEYDEW
PERSIANS
WATERMELONS

20,!O7
330
800

- "35’o
!ilOO

3,649,409 CRATES
75’,7E0 CRATES

160,000 FLATS
63,500 CRATES
13,2OO TONS

9,113,522.00
143,925’.00
304,000.00
121,45’6o00

396_,000°00

10,079,003.00

APIARY

BEES
HONEY PRODUCTION
WAX PRODUCTION

COLONIES

49,8?5 2,992;5’00 POUNDS
49,875 POUNDS

$
. o

314,212:00
22,443.00

336,65’5’°00
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CROP ACREAGE

GRA I N

BARLEY 497,069
FIELD CORN 3;998
MILD 17;987
RICE 43;651
WHEAT 17,34.6

FORAGE OROPS

ALFALFA 1~6 ; 125
ALFALFA STRAW 22;804
HAY 9~941
STUBBLE 99;&14
PERMANENT PASTURE 64;1~3
RANGE 1,7il;83~
SUGAR BEETS 10,924

COTTON
SEED

LINTERS

,̄ . ° ,

235,000

SEED OIL CROPS

CASTOR BEANS "3F

SAFFLOWER 160

NURSERY STOOK

VINES

THOMPSON SEEDCE$@ "

& ASSORTED VARIETIES

1613 ’
DECIDUOUS FRUIT & NUT TREES
CITRUS TREES
BERRY PLANTS

BLACKBERRY

STAWBERRV

TOMATO PLANTS
FLATS
FIELD GROWN

ORNAMENTALS

IRIS RHIZOMES
HOUSE PLANTS

FIELD CROPS

PRODUCTION F. O° B, VALUE

16,100,065 - 100 I SKS.
169;920- 1OO SKs.

521,623 - 100 SKS.
1,309,530 - 100 ~ SKS.

478,420 -100 SKS.

$ 41~38,168.OO
532,534.00

1,330,139.00
4,386,926.00
1,846,701.OO

949,813 - TONS
19,810 - TONS
19,882 - TONS

275,831 - TONS

19,024,754. O0
217,910o00
178,938.00

99,414~00
3,849,180.00
4,707,546°00
3,034,141.00

387,750 - BALES
155;010 - TONS

32,242,080 - POUNDS

65,917,~00.00
7,750,500.00
1,934,525o00

31,500 - 1OO # SKs.
384,000 100 SKS.

1,890.00
14,592.00

158,624,279oO0

400,000 - ROOTINGS
55,000 .- ROOTINGS
25,000 - TREES
25,000 - T~EES

20,000 - PLANTS
200,000 - PLANTS

12;O00 - FLATS
250,000

2~,000 - PLANTS
2,000

40,000

$ 20,O00.OO
2,200.OO
7,500.00

62,500°00

2,000.00
16,000.00

i8,000,O0
20,000.00

7,500.00
1,000.00

20,000.00

$ 176,700.00
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CERTIFIED FIELD CROP SEED

CROP

NARRAGANSETTE ALFALFA
RANGER ALFALFA
VERNAL ALFALFA
CALIVERDE ALFALFA
BUFFALO ALFALFA

ATLANTIC ALFALFA
CALIF. COMMON 49 ALFALFA

PENNESOOTT RED CLOVER

CALIF. # % COWPEAS

PIPER SUDAN

CALROB RICE
CALORO RICE

RAMONA ~O WHEAT
ONAS 53 WHEAT
ARRIVAT BARLEY

CALIFo MARIOUT

DOUBLE DWARF MILO

ACREAGE

429
9,799
1,791
1,5%9
1,961

446
6O
60

48 ½
3o5
8o
796
6%
27.%
20

2,949
277

PRODUCTION

196,310
5,521,434
I ,858,299

572,234
1,845,903

401,400
20,400

17,644

582

493,997
3,200

3%,024
2,275

69%
520

68,823
8,310

POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS

POUNDS

100# BAGS

POUNDS

100# BAGS
100# BAGS

1OO# BAGS
1OO# BAGS
100# BAGS

100# BAGS

100# BAGs

92,266.00
2,098,14~.00
1,022,064.00

160,226o00
701,443.00
176,616o00

8,916o00

8,822°00

4,6%°00

49,400.00
22,400°00

24~,168o00
11,375o00
3,479°00
1,820.00

223,67~.00
33,240.00

4,899,?6?°00

CALOROSE RICE
BUFFALO ALFALFA
RANGER ALFALFA
COMMON ALFALFA
CALIVERDE ALFALFA
CALIF. # 5 BLAOKEYE COWPEA8
ARRIVAT BARLEY
CALIF. MARIOUT
ATLAS BARLEY
MELILOTUS INDIOA
PURPLE VETOH
SWEET SUDAN
FENUGREEK
SWEET PEA
ZINNIA SEED
TENNESSEE WINTER BARLEY

COMMON SEED

lOO
314
69%

2,%00
360
320
%%0
1%o
330

%00
16o

6
3%
40

9,000
23%,000
330,12%

I ,250,000
144,000

1 Foo
19,%00
9,240

3%0,000
275,000
7%0,000
128,000

%96
10,%00
1,200

100# BAGS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
100# BAGS
IO0~BAGS
1OO/~ BAGS
IO@BAGS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
POUNDS
100# BAGS

32,900°00
82,2%0.00

115,543.OO
312~5OO.00
37,440°00
28,800°00
93,62%°00
63,37%.00
30,030°00
10,500.00
13,75oo00
67,5oo~oo
?,680.00

173.oo
I%,75OOOO
4~200.00

87%,616o00
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