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Figure 1

Number of sheep farms and sheep and lamb inventory, U.S., 1974-2003
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Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), Compiled by Economic Research Service. 
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���������
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#�$��%�
&%�

Item 1974 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997

Percent

Farms with:
Under 25 sheep and lambs 41.6 51.2 50.2 49.5 49.9 54.1
25-99 sheep and lambs 35.4 32.1 32.7 33.8 32.7 31.1
100-299 sheep and lambs 13.9 10.4 10.9 10.5 10.7 9.1
300-999 sheep and lambs 5.8 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.4 3.7
1,000 or more sheep and lambs 3.3 2.2 2.2 2.1 2.4 2.0

Distribution of sheep and lambs on farms with:
Under 25 sheep and lambs 2.7 4.1 4.2 4.4 3.8 4.5
25-99 sheep and lambs 10.2 12.2 12.8 13.5 11.7 12.3
100-299 sheep and lambs 13.2 13.2 14.2 14.0 12.9 12.3
300-999 sheep and lambs 17.4 16.4 16.2 16.7 16.5 15.8
1,000 or more sheep and lambs 56.6 54.2 52.6 51.3 55.1 55.1

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture.
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Figure 2

Typical sheep production cycle

*Months indicate peak periods.
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Figure 3

Changes in sheep inventory, 1975-2002 

-12

-10

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), compiled by Economic Research Service.

Percent change from previous year



�	����
�������� ����/��
����
�����������
�������
�
��������
�������	�	���
�
����������

�������
������
���
�
�
����������	��	����
�������
����
������
����������������������	����47���������
��
�
	��������������
���
�
����������������������������

�����
��������	����=
�����*
��
����������������
��26�56�	���
����������������	����=
���������
�����������@��
��������

�����1886D������
��
��������+��
���188;A������������
��������������������������������
����������
���
���
#����(�����������������:����������
������+$�
-��=
���������������
������������������
�����������=
��
���	��	�����	���
������(�������������������������
�
���������������.

�������
�
����������	����=
��������
��
�
����������	�������
���
����
�����
���������������
����
���������������������������������
�
��������

6 � Trends in U.S. Sheep Industry/AIB-787 Economic Research Service/USDA

Figure 4

Distribution of U.S. sheep by State, January 1, 2003
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Figure 5

Change in U.S. sheep numbers by State, January 1, 1975 to January 1, 2003
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Figure 7

Real wholesale price for lamb, 1975-2000
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Figure 6

Real prices received by farmers for lamb and wool, 1975-2002
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Figure 8
U.S. slaughter lamb and wholesale spread, 1975-2001 
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.���������"�- ��������!�
��$��������"������$��%�(&�		�

Year San Angelo price Wholesale lamb price Live to wholesale spread

Dollars/cwt.

1975 44.45 94.0 449.60
1980 67.00 135.0 268.02
1985 68.80 145.9 377.13
1990 55.42 126.8 471.43
1995 75.86 164.8 588.99
2000 79.40 178.2 398.83
2001 72.04 156.6 284.57
2002 72.31 N/A N/A

Source: Economic Research Service and Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA.



14 � Trends in U.S. Sheep Industry/AIB-787 Economic Research Service/USDA

��
�
��
�(
�
,
 
��
!
��
�
"
��
��

�
�/
�0
�"
��
��
��
�

�
�!
��
��
"
�!
��
�
��
��
�
"
� 
��
"
��
��
�
�
 
��
��
"
��
�
�
�
��
��
$

�
��
�

#�
$�
*
�

�
�"
�,
��
��
�$
��
%�
	&
�	
		

P
la

n
t 

sl
au

g
h

te
ri

n
g

 c
ap

ac
it

y:

Ye
ar

Le
ss

 t
ha

n 
1,

00
0

1,
00

0 
- 

9,
99

9
10

,0
00

 o
r 

m
or

e1
25

,0
00

 -
 9

9,
99

9
10

0,
00

0 
- 

49
9,

99
9

50
0,

00
0 

or
 m

or
e

To
ta

l

P
la

nt
s

H
ea

d
P

la
nt

s
H

ea
d

P
la

nt
s

H
ea

d
P

la
nt

s
H

ea
d

P
la

nt
s

H
ea

d
P

la
nt

s
H

ea
d

P
la

nt
s

H
ea

d
N

o.
1,

00
0

N
o.

1,
00

0
N

o.
1,

00
0

N
o.

1,
00

0
N

o.
1,

00
0

N
o.

1,
00

0
N

o.
1,

00
0

19
80

79
3

60
32

95
24

5,
25

0
84

9
5,

40
5

19
85

92
3

79
57

17
2

28
5,

69
5

1,
00

8
5,

94
6

19
90

72
6

72
59

18
0

30
5,

20
3

81
5

5,
45

5

19
94

56
7

57
58

19
1

11
17

0
8

37
7

4
1,

04
6

4
2,

91
6

65
2

4,
75

6

19
95

54
1

50
51

16
9

10
16

4
7

33
1

5
1,

23
4

3
2,

43
9

61
7

4,
38

8

19
96

52
1

50
48

13
9

10
16

0
7

32
7

4
96

2
3

2,
42

4
59

3
4,

06
1

19
97

49
8

45
50

16
0

9
15

0
5

21
5

6
1,

35
1

3
1,

89
7

57
1

3,
81

7

19
98

48
7

40
47

15
2

8
13

6
6

26
6

6
1,

61
4

2
1,

44
9

55
6

3,
65

7

19
99

48
8

44
51

17
2

9
14

8
5

17
7

6
1,

63
5

2
1,

37
8

56
1

3,
55

4

20
00

47
1

48
50

16
3

8
12

1
4

16
0

3
49

0
5

2,
32

7
54

1
3,

30
8

1 S
iz

e 
lim

its
 a

re
 1

0,
00

0 
- 

24
,9

99
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 in
 1

99
4.

S
ou

rc
e:

U
.S

.D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

of
 A

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
, 

N
at

io
na

l A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l S
ta

tis
tic

s 
S

er
vi

ce
 (

N
A

S
S

),
 S

he
ep

 a
nd

 G
oa

ts
, 

va
rio

us
 y

ea
rs

, 
19

80
 -

 2
00

1.



%������5�666�����������
��	������	������
��������
���
����������
������������	�����������
��1886���#�����
	�������������������������������
�������������	�
!����������������
���������
�
�
�������������
���	�	
�
���
�����������������
������������
����	��������������
������������������������
����������
�����	������
��

�
�����������������������
������
��	���������������
	�����������
������%��������B�����������������������
�
�
������
������������������
�������$������86�	���
��������	�����������������@���
������
������������������
166�����A����
�������������7�	��������������
��
���
���������1�666��������������

Economic Research Service/USDA Trends in the U.S. Sheep Industry/AIB-787 � 15

������1�2��
�����"
���
���
��������"�������
��!����"�!������� �������� ����� ��!$����!������
#�$��%%	

Size of plant (head)

Region <100 100 - 999 1,000 - 4,999 5,000+ Share of total 

Number Percent

Northeast 1,275 147 49 12 33.27
Lake States 431 10 4 10 10.21
Corn Belt 490 16 12 91 1.82
Northern Plains 248 8 2 4 5.88
Appalachian 171 14 4 1 4.26
Southeast 321 1 1 0 0.76
Delta States 76 2 1 0 1.77
Southern Plains 203 13 2 4 4.98
Mountain 651 59 8 16 16.47
Pacific 372 53 5 4 9.74
Other 36 1 0 0 0.83

Percentage of total plants

Percentage by
plant size 89.41 7.27 1.97 1.35 100.00

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service.

��������2��
�����"
���
���
��������"�������
��!����"�!������� �������� ����� ��!$����!������
#�$��%%%

Size of plant (head)

Region <100 100 - 999 1,000 - 4,999 5,000 + Share of total 

Number Percent

Northeast 697 113 38 93 2.15
Lake States 259 6 4 8 10.39
Corn Belt 318 12 6 10 12.96
Northern Plains 93 4 1 1 3.71
Appalachian 129 18 5 1 5.74
Southeast 67 4 1 0 2.70
Delta States 27 0 0 0 1.01
Southern Plains 165 5 3 6 6.71
Mountain 341 27 5 9 14.33
Pacific 210 23 9 5 9.26
Other 27 0 0 0 1.01

Percentage of total plants

Percentage by
plant size 87.51 7.95 2.70 1.84 100.0

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service.
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Figure 9

U.S. annualized per capita meat and poultry disappearance, 1980-2002
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Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). Compiled by Economic Research Service.
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Figure 10

Total lamb and mutton disappearance, 1975-2002
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Figure 11

Per capita consumption of lamb, 1975-2002
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Live sheep imports Live sheep exports

Year Canada Mexico Total Canada Mexico Total

Head Head

1975 3,000 339,000
1980 21,000 124,000
1985 22,000 363,000
1990 25,241 0 25,247 2,2421 2,868 15,705
1991 22,506 617 23,217 1,6322 2,654 24,554
1992 27,257 0 27,258 13,350 814,621 834,602
1993 27,631 0 27,662 12,196 827,041 843,963
1994 28,357 0 28,564 19,178 767,872 788,255
1995 38,979 1,661 40,816 24,900 236,408 288,004
1996 44,471 3,110 47,648 27,177 292,152 319,705
1997 46,183 40 46,233 10,053 1,394,978 1,406,939
1998 46,061 42 46,119 14,114 580,415 595,353
1999 51,960 39 51,999 9,017 434,890 445,307
2000 51,523 23 51,546 2,732 377,922 380,862
2001 85,023 17 85,042 930 383,079 384,254
2002 139,161 0 139,161 852 403,529 404,381

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics.
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Figure 13
Sheep and lamb losses from predators, 1999
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Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS), Sheep and Goats Predator Loss. 
Compiled by Economic Research Service, USDA.
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Figure 15

Losses of sheep and lambs to predators, number by region, 1999

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

Northeast

Lake States

Corn Belt

Northern Plains

Appalachian

Southeast

Delta

Southern Plains

Mountain

Pacific

1,000 Head

Sheep Lamb

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Sheep and Goats Predator Loss.
Compiled by Economic Research Service.
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Figure 14

Distribution of sheep/lambs and losses due to predation in the United States, 1999  
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Figure 16

Distribution of income from sheep production, 1960-2001
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Figure 17

Lamb and mutton imports, 1975-2002
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Figure 18

U.S. mutton and lamb imports from major
countries, 2001
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Year Tariff rate quota Country allocations In-quota Over-quota
Australia New Zealand Other countries

------------------------------------------------Pounds------------------------------------------- Percent

Year 1 70,219,048 37,785,923 31,926,142 506,983 9 40
Year 2 72,109,144 38,803,013 32,785,504 520,627 6 32
Year 3 73,999,240 39,820,100 33,644,864 534,276 3 24

Source: World Trade Organization. 2001. United States-Safeguard Measures on Imports of Fresh, Chilled or Frozen Lamb Meat from New
Zealand and Australia. Report of Appellate Body. AB-2001-1.

Tariff Rate Quotas
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Timeline of Events During the TRQ
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Prospects for the 
Sheep Industry
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What Makes the Australia and New Zealand Lamb Industries Competitive
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Box 5 contiuned
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