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More than 130 million pre-school children suffer from vitamin v 62% of the sample group responded affirmative to the question ¥ 75% of the producers remembered having received seed of  *“*Awareness of the nutritional advantages of new varieties,

A deficiency (Meenakshi et al., 2010), which increases the of whether they intended to plant the new varieties (potential the two varieties from EMBRAPA, and 62.5% planted the seeds in to promote participatory research activities and to socialize
prevalence and severity of infectious diseases (morbidity and adoption rate). 2007. projects among producers are strong determinant s in the
mortality) and may cause severe eye problems, including v The main reasons for adopting the new varieties were: v The reasons given for not planting generally related to a lack ~ success of the adoption process.

permanent blindness. In addition, VAD results in high costs for  pytritional content (90%), family preference for their flavor (7%)  of seed availability and adaptability of the new varieties to the  +The lack of seed availability has been the main factor
the health system and the economy as a whole (Qaim et al., and acceptance in the market (3%). region. limiting the adoption of the new cassava varieties.

2007). v'The reasons given for not adopting the new varieties were: not v'37% professed to have given away their new variety stakes to % Seed production and distribution systems should be

In 2006, EMBRAPA supported knowing how to obtain the seed (43%), dislike of the taste (27%), neighbors and friends. improved.
by the HarvestPlus Program |

lack of tradition in the region for planting yellow cassava varieties v'17.5% used the new varieties in purposes other than direct &It is important to continue exploring other low-cost
and CIAT, released in

(21%) and low productivity compared to traditional varieties in  consumption, such as cassava flour and starch consumption. diffusion strategies such as agricultural products stores,

No”rtheast M Brai.ﬂ fo,;: combination with low resistance to diseases (10%). v'The main reasons for replanting yellow varieties were: a high launch events., web pages and publications, although they
VA LA c;slsaval\ vafne 'ejc’t - Table 1. Improved yellow varieties versus conventional level of acceptance by family members (40%) and their improved  need to be complemented with field work given that many
e AR, [P Sl varieties (% afirmative answers) nutritional value (26%). poor producers typically do not have access to these
A: BRS Dourada, BRS Gema P Vg
de Ovo, Amarelo | and : ’ . '

Variable Group 1 Group 2 Results of the binary model — Group1 “*The overarching recommendation is that future studies
Amarelo Il (Fukuda et al., (n=359) % (n=40) %
2008). The provitamin A . . _ about cost-effectiveness should be wundertaken, in
levels in the new vyellow Cullﬁary Morer’:han.sm monr':hs 15.6 15.0 Variable Coef.  s.e. combination with the development of an impact evaluation of
cassava varieties  varied quality Less than six mor.mt > o e o Income > 2 minimum monthly wage -1.52 ** 0.40 different diffusion strategies for providing information, so as

>ame as conventional varieties >3 2: Farm size (hectares) 0.02*** 0.01 to facilitate future decisions about the diffusion programs
between levels of 4 and 12ug - Don’t know or no answer 75.5 80.0 . e e | — PrOS '
per g. of fresh weight. Source www.texbrasil.com.br Pulp color preference (white=1) -0.68 0.34 % ol
: ) Involved in participatory research activities (yes=1) 0.59 * 0.35 / ) )
Perishable Slower 10.3 2.0 Main sources of information (Private) -0.88*** 0.30 ‘
SDamfc is conventional varieties 77623 égg Perceives differences in crop management (yes =1) -1.65*** 0.54 |

Two comprehensive surveys were carried out in Northeast on L ENOW OO ahswer ' | Perceives differences in culinary quality (yes=1) 2.36*** 0.53 |
Brazil, the first with producers involved in a participatory oo o 1 o Aware of nutritional advantages (yes=1) 0.68 * 0.38

ase o asier . . 3
research process (Group 1 — sample of 359 farmers) and the harvesting  More difficult g ) #, %%, % %% Statistically significant at the 0.10, 0.05 and 0,01 level, respectively RV e I 1 |
second with producers who requested stakes (seeds) following Sare a5 conventional variaties . e Source: Welsch R et al. Plant Cell 2010;22:3348-3356

a launch event via telephone or internet (Group 2 — sample of , ' v'Producers with low income levels were found to have more
Don’t know or no answer 54.8 38.0 \ : o :
40 farmers). probability of adopting the new varieties, while producers who References

FOr G.rOUp 1’ In addl.thn tO descrlpt.lve an.alySIS’ d .IOglt mOdel Ease Of Easier 337 475 preferred the Whlte erSh Cassavd tented nOt tO adOpt these' 1. Mee-nakshi, J. V,, Johnson, N. L., Manyong, V., de Gro.ote, -H., ngelo§§, J.,. Yanggen, D., N-aher, E., Gonza.lez,
Was Implemented in data ana|y5|5, using 4 dichotomous i g \/Va riables related to the diffusion process that increased the C.,Garcia, J. and Meng, E. (2010). How cost-effective is biofortification in combating micronutrient
’ ; ! peellng More difficult 1.4 0 malnutrition?An ex ante assessment. World Development 38: 64—75.
dependent variable of the potential adoption rate (whether or Same as conventional varieties 3 9 10.0 probability of adoption included: involvement in participatory 2. Qaim, M., Stein, A. J., and Meenakshi, J. V. (2007). Economics of biofortification. Agricultural Economics
. \ . . i, 37(S1): 119-133.
not prOducerS would continue plantlng the new cassava Don’t know or no answer 56.0 42 .5 Fesead rCh, kﬂOWlEdge about the nutritional adva ntages of new 3. Fukuda, M. W. G., Souza, L., Fukuda, CH., Santos,V., Borromeu,C., Silva, M. N.,Coreolano, J.W., Pinho, J. L. And
Va rieties based on their ex eriences . ThIS Va riab|e rovided . . . . . Santos, A. R. (2008). Adopcao de variedades de mandioca de polpa amarela para mesa no nordeste brasileiro.
p ) p cassava varieties and access to lnformatlon from d pUblIC source Embrapa Mandioca e Fruticultura Tropical, Cruz das Almas, Brasil. Boletim de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento no.

an indicatiOn Of the SUCCESS Of the tranSfer Process. *Ref.: Conventional varieties used in their region (|e EMBRAPA) 41.
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